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PREFACE. 


■  Fob  many  years  after  tlie  death  of  my  husband  the 
sbadon'  over  my  Hfe  was  so  deep,  and  all  Lliat  coii- 
Bernod  him  was  so  sacred,  tiiat  I  coidil  not  consent  to 

t  the  veil  to  the  public  gaze.  But  time  softens,  if  it 
ioes  not  heal,  the  bitterest  son-ow  ;  and  the  pleadings 

E  his  only  child,  after  reaching  womanhood,  finally 
trevailed  npon  me  to  write  out  for  her  and  her  chil- 

ren  my  memories  of  tlie  fatlier  she  litid  never  known 
tn  earth.  She  was  ray  inspiration,  encouraging  me. 
lod  delighting  in  every  page  that  was  written ;  but 
lie  work  was  not  more  than  lialf  completed  when 
3od  look  her  to  be  with  him  whose  memory  she  cher- 
ibed  with  a  reverence  and  devotion  which  became 
iiore  intense  with  the  development  of  her  own  pure 
ind  noble  character.  After  her  departure,  which  was 
ruly  "sorrow's  crown  of  sorrows,"  I  had  no  heart  to 
lontinue  the  work;  but,  remembering  how  earnestly 
iie  wished  me  to  write  it  for  her  and  her  children,  I 
renewed  the  effort  to  finish  it,  for  the  sake  of  the  pre- 
dous  little  ones  she  left.  In  forcing  my  mind  and  pen 
V)  do  their  task.  I  found  some  "surcease  of  sorrow" 

I  carrying  out  her  wishes;  and,  as  I  went  on,  the 
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grand  lessons  of  submission  and  fortitude  of  my  hus- 
band's life  gave  ine  strength  and  courage  to  persevere 
to  the  end. 

If  it  be  thought  that  I  have  been  too  free  in  my 
revelations  of  what  was  so  purely  personal,  in  that  it 
pertained  to  his  home  circle,  it  must  be  remembere<l 
that  this  was  written  expressly  for  his  grandchildren, 
who  in  no  other  way  could  ever  know  that  tender  and 
exquisite  phase  of  his  inner  life,  which  was  never  re- 
vealed to  the  world. 

Maky  Anna  Jackson. 


NOTE. 

On  pages  50  to  88  there  appear  frequent  and  extended  extracts 
from  an  interesting  article  by  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  Preston,  entitled 
**Pci-soniil  Characteristics  of  Stonewall  Jackson/-  which  was  pub- 
lished in  tlie  Century  Magazine  for  October,  1886.  Tlie  appropri- 
ate credit  for  the  use  of  tliese  extracts  was  inadvertently  omitted 
from  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  and  the  Publishers  are  glad  of 
the  opportunity  to  make  this  acknowledgment  to  the  author  of 
the  article  referred  to. 


CONTENTS. 


I,  THE  OLD  ESGLtSH  AND  SCOTCH-IRISH  STOCK, 

II.  "THE  DOT  IS  FATHER  OF  THE  MAX" 

Ill  FOUIl  YEABS  AT  WEST  POIKT— 184S-1840         ... 

IT.  THE  WAR  WITH  MEXICO— 18-trt- 184 8 

V.  TEN  TEARS   IN'    THE    VHIGISIA   SIILITARV    iSSTI. 

TUTE— I8B1-180I 

VI.  THE  PROFESSOR— TR[P  TO  EUROPE— 18B 1-1856    .     . 
VII.  SECOSU  MARRIA0E,-110ME  LlFB-18B7-18fi8  .     .     .     i 

Till.  HOME  LIFE  C0NTISUEI»—I8fiB-186n I 

IX.  WAR  CLOL'DS— I8(W-18HI 1. 

X.  HAEPER'S  FERRY- 1861 1. 

XI.  TOE  FIRST  BATTLE  OF  MASASSA9       .  ,     .     ,   1 

XII.  WISCHF^TER  ASD    ROMSEY    EXFEDITIOS— 1  BBl-2.  2 

XIII.  KERSSTOWN,  McDowell,  A.\*DW1XCHESTER—18«2,  i 

XIV.  CROSS  KEYS  AND  PORT  REPCBLIO-1802          ...  2 
XV.  THE  RICHMOND  CAMPAIGN'- i8«S 2: 

XVI.  RAISING  THE  BLACK  FLAG.  — A  NEW  PLAN  OF 
CAMPAIGN.  — MOVABLE  COLDMSS  TO  INVADE 
THE  NORTH 3 


Viii  CONTEXTS 

cuAmn  tAOK 
XVII.  CEDAR    RUX    AND    THE  SECOND    nATTLE  OF    MA- 
NASSAS  322 

XVIII.  MARYLAND  CAMPAIGN  AND  SIlARrSBrRG-1862.     .  343 

XIX.  HOME  JOYS.  — BIRTH  OF   A  DAUGHTER 367 

XX.  THE  BATTLE  OF  FREDERICKSBURG 378 

XXI.  WINTER. QUARTERS,     CHAPLAINS,    AND      CORRE- 

SPONDENCE— 1862-3 395 

XXir.  THE  LAST  HAPPY  DAYS.— CHANCELLORSVILLE    .     .  421 
XXIII.  IN  THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  SHADOW.— AT  REST.    .    .  447 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


PAOB 

General  Thomas  J.  Jackson Frontispiece. 

Father  of  Stonewall  Jackson Facing  page   8 

Birthplace  of  General  Jackson,  Clarksburg, 

West  Virginia 15 

Stonewall  Jackson  at  the  Age  of  Twenty- 
four  Facing  page  48 

View  Near  Lexington "  52 

The  Virginia  Military  Institute 54 

The  Jackson  Dwelling,  Lexington 107 

••Old  Sorrel*' 173 

Monument  Where  Jackson  Fell,  at  Chancbllorsvills  .  446 
The  Jackson  Statue  by  Foley,  Richmond  .  .  Facing  page  478 
Jackson's  Tomb,  Lexington,  Virginia 479 


INTRODUCTION. 


TiTE  time  has  come  when   wo  can  do  justice  to 
I  those  who  were  once  in  arms  against  us.    Onr  heroes, 
1  the  one  side  and  on  the  other,  are  nearly  all  gone 
>  the  grave.    Aa  they  drew  near  the  end,  those  who 
1  been  eeparatetl  in  unnatural  strife  felt  the  old 
love  come  back  again,  and  yearnedifor  mutual  recog- 
nition.    General  Grant,  on  his  deatli-bed,  opened  his 
^eart  to  (reneral  Buckner,  speaking  witli  the  utmost 
tenderness  of  tlie  South,  wliich  had  suffered  so  much, 
Bt  was  his  dying  wish  that  all  her  wounds  might 
!  healed ;   and  that  henceforth  the  North  and  the 
buth  should  stand  togetlier,  equal  jmrtners  in  one 
■lorioas  Union,    It  is  only  a  few  months  since  Gen- 
ml  Sherman  was  borne  through  our  streets,  and 
nmong  those  who  followed  at  his  bier  was  his  great 
idversary.  General  Johnston,  who,  by  a  singuhir  co- 
bcidence,  survived  him  but  a  few  weeks.     Thus  the 
warriora  who  once  "to  battle  rode"  at  the  head  of 
hostile  armies,  now  fall  into  line  in  the  great  proces- 
sion to  that  roalm  of  silence  in  which  all  enmities  are 
buried. 

In  this  bearing  of  our  great  soldiers  towards  piich 
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Other,  thev  who  were  "'first  in  war"  were  also  "first 
in  peace:"  and  it  were  well  if  they  should  remain 
••first  in  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen,"  as  the 
leaders  whom  we  are  to  follow  in  the  work  of  re- 
union. '•  Whv,  tlien,  do  we  recall  the  memories  of  a 
war  that  is  ended,  and  that  had  better  be  forgotten  ? 
Let  the  dead  jmst  bury  its  dead."  But  out  of  that 
dead  jiast  comes  the  living  pi^esent.  A  great  war 
cannot  be  fonrotten.  If  it  were  onlv  as  a  terrific 
exjJosion  of  human  passion,  a  trageily  of  which  all 
the  world  are  siKH^tatoi's — it  would  have  a  tenible 
fascination.  Civil  war  has  a  still  moix?  tragic  interest, 
as  it  is  a  war  between  brotliers,  and,  though  family 
quarrels  are  proverbially  bitter,  yet  all  the  while,  deep 
down  in  our  hearts,  there  is  a  lingering  tenderness 
that  other  times  and  other  scenes  mav  awaken  ag^ain. 
To  rekindle  this  feeling,  if  it  l>e  not  the  design  of 
the  present  volume,  cannot  fail  to  l>e  one  result  of  it. 
It  is  a  jKH^r  reconciliation  which  is  obtained  only  by 
agreeing  never  to  sjH^ik  of  the  jKist.  It  is  the  very 
thing  of  which  we  sluniKl  s{H\ik,  kinvlly  indeed,  but 
wiih<»ut  rt^stTve.  ^[en  who  ari^  himest  and  brave 
have  nothing  to  Iv  nshanunl  of  and  nothing  to  con- 
ceal; and  the  Ivttcr  tliov  know  each  other,  the  more 
will  thev  Iv  drawn  losri'thor  bv  the  mutual  attraction 
of  noble  oliaraoloi's.  IVsides,  ihe  fom*  veai^s  of  our  Civil 
War  woiv  in  sonu*  ivsjHvts  llu*  grandest  since  the 
nation  was  In^rn.  AwfuK  torrible.  it  is  true,  but  masr- 
nitioont  and  sublinu\  Tlion  tor  the  tii'st  time  the 
American  jhn>jUo  leanunl  what  stutT  ihey  were  made 
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of.  For  tlie  development  of  cliaracter  those  four 
years  were  better  than  a  hundred  years  of  unbroken 
prosperity.  Better  than  all  the  summer  sunshine  on 
rij)ening  harvests  were  the  thunders  and  lightninj^ 
that  woke  a  nation  to  hfe,  and  gave  it  the  full  con- 
sciousness of  its  power,  Never  did  our  countrymen 
rise  to  such  heights  of  courage  and  devotion.  Never 
tlid  they  perform  such  deeds,  or  make  such  sacrifices. 
We  must  be  sunk  low  indeed  if  we  are  capable  of 
forgetting  the  most  splendid  period  of  American 
history. 

Nor  would  we  have  our  annals  limited  to  those 
who  fought  on  the  side  that  was  victorious.  A  na- 
tion's life  is  counted  not  by  years,  but  by  generar 
tions.  A  generation  that  was  distinguished  by  its 
wars  is  followed  by  one  that  is  devoted  to  the  arts 
of  peace;  and  sons  may  be  jtroud  of  the  deeds  of 
their  fathers,  and  yet  not  think  it  a  part  of  loyalty 
to  keep  alive  their  hatreds.  Indeed,  there  comes  a 
time  when  the  great  figures  that  pass  before  us  on 
the  canvas  of  history  are  so  blended  that  we  hard- 
ly distinguish  friends  from  foes,  hut  recognize  them 
all  as  actors  in  a  time  that  is  forever  past.  And 
BO  we  can  read  the  story  of  Lee  and  of  Jackson 
with  no  wish  to  depreciate  their  greatness,  but 
claiming  it  as  belonging  to  us,  since,  if  they  were 
Southerners,  they  were  also  Americans,  and  their 
illustrioQS  names  are  a  part  of  our  common  inheri- 
tance of  glory.  Therefore  it  is  that  we  welcome  a 
tale  of  war  which  mav  be  said  to  be  told  in  the  in- 
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terest  of  peace,  as  it  describes  a  career  that  illustrates 
some  of  the  noblest  qualities  of  human  character. 
Believing  that  a  generous  recognition  of  what  was 
true  and  brave  on  both  sides  is  the  surest  pledge  of 
complete  reconciliation,  I  count  it  a  privilege  to 
have  a  part,  however  slight,  in  this  tribute  to  a 
Christian  soldier,  who,  if  he  were  '"not  with  us  but 
against  us,"  showed  such  high  qualities,  such  power 
of  command,  such  fortitude,  and  such  true  moral 
greatness,  as  to  be  worthy  of  the  honor  of  us  all. 

Stonewall  Jackson  was  the  most  picturesque  figure 
in  the  war.  Not  so  high  in  command  Jis  General 
Lee  on  the  one  side,  or  General  Gmnt  on  the  other, 
neither  had  a  personality  so  unique.  In  Jackson 
there  were  two  men  in  one :  he  united  qualities  that 
are  not  only  alien  to  each  other,  but  that  seem  almost 
incompatible — military  genius  of  the  highest  order 
with  a  religious  fervor  that  bordered  on  fanaticism ;  a 
union  of  the  soldier  and  the  saint  for  which  we  must 
go  back  to  the  time  of  Oomwell.  A  thunderbolt  in 
war,  he  was  in  society  so  modest  and  unassuming  as 
to  appear  even  shy  and  timid.  A  character  in  which 
such  contradictions  are  combined  is  one  of  the  most 
fascinating  studies  to  be  found  in  American  history. 

One  view  of  this  extraordinarv  man  has  alreadv 
been  given  to  the  world.  In  the  great  operations  of 
war  he  was  a  character  apart ;  a  man  of  mystery ; 
silent  and  uncommunicative;  wrapping  himself  in  his 
reserve  as  in  a  military  cloak ;  asking  no  advice;  form- 
ing his  own  plans,  which  those  nearest  to  him  could 
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not  penetrate  and  bartUy  dared  to  conjecture,  and 
which  were  disclosed  even  to  his  military  faintly  only 
when  he  gave  hia  orders  for  the  inarch  and  the  battle. 
Such  is  Stonewall  Jackson  as  his  martial  figure  passes 
l)efore  us  on  the  canvas  of  history. 

But  such  is  not  the  figure  which  it  is  the  purjKise  of 
this  volume  to  portray.  The  author  has  no  thought  of 
adding  one  more  to  the  histories  of  the  military  career 
of  General  Jackson.  That  has  been  written  by  his  old 
companions  in  arms,  and  by  military  critics  at  home 
and  abroad  ivho  have  made  a.  study  of  his  campaigns, 
following  on  the  map  those  rapid  marches  in  which  he 
was  not  surpassed  by  Napoleon  in  his  first  campaigns 
in  Italy  ;  and  finding  in  his  peculiar  strategy  enough 
to  give  him  a  place  among  the  great  captains  of  the 


Ihit  with  Jackson,  as  with  others  who  have  acted  a 
great  part  in  public  affaii-s,  there  was  another  side  to 

I  the  man  —  an  inner  life,  known  but  to  few.  and  fully 
tcDOwn  only  to  her  who  wns  united  to  him  in  the 
closest  of  all  human  relations.  Of  the  war  itself  she 
has  but  little  to  tell  us ;  for  he  did  not  confide  his 
plans  even  to  her.  It  was  not  that  lie  distrusted  hpr 
womanly  discretion ;  but,  in  the  midst  of  thousands  of 
watchful  eyes,  had  he  disclosed  to  her  the  dangers  into 
which  he  was  going,  her  cheek  might  hiive  blanched 
with  fear,  or  a  shade  of  anxiety  passed  over  her 
countenance  that  would  have  set  all  to  wondering 
what  it  meant.  Only  when  he  signified  that  she 
should  retire  to  a  place  of  safety  had  she  a  furebod- 
. 
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ing  of  what  was  to  come ;  though  she  knew  not  in 
what  direction  lie  was  to  move,  nor  how,  nor  when, 
nor  where  lie  was  to  strike.  But,  with  a  woman's  lov- 
altv  to  her  husband  and  her  faith  in  God,  she  was 
content  not  to  know,  and  pniyeil  only  for  the  gift 
of  pitience  a9  she  waited  for  the  event. 

But  when  the  battle  was  over,  then  the  tidings 
came  I  Now  we  expect  to  know  everything  from  the 
chief  actor.  But  again  we  are  disapi>ointed,  for  in  his 
letters,  even  when  written  fi'om  a  field  of  battle,  there 
is  no  attempt  to  describe  it,  and  hardly  an  allusion  to 
it,  except  in  a  general  way,  in  the  expression  that  often 
recurs  in  his  letters,  that  "by  the  blessing  of  Almighty 
Gixl  their  arms  have  been  crowned  with  victory." 

But  this  extreme  reticence,  which  at  first  is  a  disap- 
{Kiintment,  when  looked  at  a  little  more  closely  is  a 
revelation  of  the  man,  as  it  shows  the  supreme  self- 
command,  which  could  turn  at  once  from  the  terrible 
excitement  of  war  and  direct  his  thoughts  into  a 
channel  so  remote  that  it  carrieil  him  quite  away  in 
an  op{x>site  direction.  While  the  battle  raged  he  sat 
un  his  horse  unmovtHl  in  the  very  front  of  danger ;  but 
when  the  crisis  was  }>ast,  and  he  could  be  s]iared  from 
the  field,  even  though  the  thunders  were  still  rolling 
in  the  distance,  he  nide  hack  with  the  tension  of  his 
mind  relaxeil,  and  entcrinir  his  tent,  "  shut  to  the 
dcK^r,"  and  calmeil  his  s]>irit  in  the  presence  of  God. 

Next  to  the  acknowlcdirmont  of  his  Maker  was  the 
thouirht  of  luinio,  and  oi  tlie  vouuir  mother  with  his 
child  in  her  arms  I     The  man  of  war  was  at  the  same 
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time  the  moat.  tloiiK-stic  i4  nien.  AU  his  hoart  was 
centred  in  one  spot.  Many  who  read  these  pages  will 
be  8uri)rised  at  the  revelation  of  his  jiassionate  love  of 
borne,  to  which  he  waa  eagRr  to  petarn,  though  he  was 
IKver  to  cross  its  threshold  again.  While  the  world 
tow  only  the  soldier  with  a  coat  of  mail  over  his 
breast,  those  who  knew  hira  best  saw  under  it  a  great 
buitian  heart.  Above  all,  to  her  who  Itxjked  up  in  bis 
jace  with  perfect  trust  and  confidence,  that  face  was 
open  as  the  day.  To  her  this  man  of  iron  was  the 
gentlest  and  tenderest  of  human  beings;  whose  first 
thought  was  always  for  her;  whose  strong  arm  guard- 
ed her  from  liarm;  who  would  not  "that  oven  the 
winds  of  summer  aiiould  visit  her  too  ronghjy." 
Sncb  devotion  caiinot  be  forgotten  eveniafter  the 
ibpse  of  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Still  the  yearning 
beart  turns  fondly  to  the  past.  Still  the  faithful 
bosom  carries  within  it  a  great  memory  and  a  great 
affection.  As  she  looks  back  through  the  mist  of 
yeajfl,  sbe  sees  not  the  mihtary  hero,  the  idol  of  the 
iamiy.  riding  down  the  line  of  Iwttlo.  but  the  husband 
if  her  youth,  still  the  same.     In  her  quiet  hours,  as 

le  sits  by  her  desolate  fireside,  the  old  days  come 
I,  and  they  are  once  more  in  the  home  that  was 

ways  made  bright  by  the  sunshine  of  big  presence. 

hey  sit  round   the  old   hearthstone,  and   kneel  to- 

itber  in  prayer,  am!  walk  to  the  httuse  of  God   in 

impany. 

Filled  with  such  memories,  it  is  but  the  impulse  of 
■altv  to  Iht'  dead  lli.-it  sh.'  sliould  wish  Hint  others 
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hhould  know  him  yrln^t  nam^  t>htt  Ijears  as  ^bt*  knew 
liiiii ;  that  th<f  world  Khouid  appreciate  not  only  the 
Mihiii'r,  liut  th<f  tnan ;  that  they  should  knoiv  all  the 
^•rith^iHtsb  and  the  t4fndemes8  that  were  in  that  hon 
hi*an.     ThJK  JK  n;veahf<l  nowhere  so  fullv  as  in  hJs 
h'tt4»rK  to  h<*r  during  tlie  war,  which  those  who  have 
lHi»n  |M»nnilt<?<l  to  wm;  them  privately  have  earnestly 
nN|iifKhHl  to  have  given  to  the  public.    If  to  any  they 
Nc»(>m  tiN>  |N*rHonai,  I  answer,  that  they  are  not  to  be 
judginl  cohiiy  and  critically,  but  with  the  symi^athetic 
fc4«ling  of  ilum^  who  am  themselves  capable  of  such 
t(Mul(Tn(*HH;  and  I  have  mot  tlie  womanlv  shvness  and 
timidity  tliat  Hlinink  from  this  ^'unveiling,''  by  saying, 
"  Vf»s,  you  ran  h»nve  it  all  out,  and  in  every  caseyoa 
ran  n^phuv  the  wonl  of  endearment  by  a  blank;  bat 
evt»rv  tinu*   v<m  do  this  vou  leave  out  a  touch  of 
Stonewall  Jacksim,  for  this  fond   devotion,  this  ex- 
tjuisitt^  tenderm^ss,  was  a  ])art  of  the  man  as  truly  as 
his  military  gtMiius.     Sacnnl,  indee<l,  are  these  words 
of  the  dt>ad,  but  nothing  is  t(K>  siicred  to  be  devote<l 
to  such  a  mt»nH>rv,"    Km>winir,  as  she  onlv  can  know, 
,h11  h)s  worth     that  ho  was  not  only  strong  and  brave, 
but  tender  and  tnu\  with  a  heart  as  soft  as  her  own, 
.^!*d  tJ'.at  the  ncan^r  men  came  to  him  the  more  they 
*.o\i\l  Inm     she  is  richt  to  lot  him  six'ak  for  himself 
*•*  :lu^^  4^Mitlo  \\.^nl>  tli;:!  an*  whisjvreii  from  the 
.:,:>:.     Vrd  s:;!\*  w  o  .»n^  :i^.;U  :!:oSi^  who  have  read  all  the 
•r'.v,:  V  n:,'v  .s  o:  :':.o  Nv.,r  ^\  V.  v.-.rn  with  fresh  interest 
•'•*.^\-  >:»^r\.  \*r'::-."  •'.::  --f  a  woman's  heart. 
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LIFE  AND  LETTERS 
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GENERAL  THOMAS  J.JACKSON 

CHAPTER    I. 

THE   OLD  ENnuSH  AND   SCOTCH-IRISH   STOCK- 

In  the  year  1748  a  ship  sailod  from  the  coast  of 
ngland,  bearing  a  mimber  of  passengers  who  were 
lekiiig  new  homes  in  the  British  colonies  of  Amer- 
a.  In  this  vessel  were  a  young  man  and  a  young 
Oman,  both  from  the  city  of  London,  but  wlio  were 
robably  unknown  to  each  other  when  they  embarked 
«■  the  strange  land  to  which  they  were  bound. 

The  young  man,  John  Jackson,  was  about  twenty- 
ipee  years  of  age,  an<l  was  endowed  with  many  of 
te  qualities  which  insure  success  in  life — being  true 
id  upriglit,  active  and  energetic,  of  quiet  but  deter- 
dned  eharactep ;  and  he  needed  only  the  help  of  the 
able  woman  whom  God  gave  hira  as  a  wife  to  make 
is  home,  in  the  forest  u  hap^iy  and  prosperous  one. 
:e  was  small  of  stature,  but  of  good  mind  and  sound 
idgment,  and  left  the  impress  upon  his  generation  of 
feat  gooilness,  industry,  and  tranquil  courage.  He 
as  of  Scotch -Irish  descent,  and  when,  fifty  years 
:r  he  left  England,  his  eldest  son,  George  Jackson, 
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was  a  member  of  Congress  at  the  same  time  that 
Andrew  Jackson  was  Senator  from  Tennessee,  they 
found,  on  comparing  notes,  that  their  ancestors  came 
from  the  same  parish  near  Londonderry. 

Elizabeth  Cummins,  the  young  woman  who  was  the 
fellow  -  passenger  of  John  Jackson,  was  a  handsome 
blonde,  with  the  stature  of  a  man,  six  feet  in  height, 
and  as  remarkable  for  strength  of  intellect  as  for 
beauty  and  phj'sical  vigor.  She  was  well  educated, 
her  father  having  been  in  sufficiently  easy  circum- 
stances to  own  and  rent  out  a  public-house  in  Lon- 
don called  "  The  Bold  Dragoon,"  from  which  he  de- 
rived a  good  income,  and  he  was  supposed  to  own 
landed  estates  in  Ireland.  After  his  death,  his  widow 
married  her  brother-in-law — a  marriage  which  was  so 
repulsive  to  her  daughter  that  she  could  not  become 
reconciled  to  it.  Her  step-father,  who  was  also  her 
uncle,  one  day  aroused  her  indignation  to  such  a 
pitch  that  with  her  }>owerful  arm  she  hurled  a  silver 
tankard  at  his  head,  and  then  fled  from  her  home. 
She  scarcely  missed  her  aim,  it  is  supix)sed,  for,  young 
as  she  was — not  more  than  fifteen  or  sixteen — she  was 
not  of  a  nature  to  do  things  by  halves.  However,  the 
unfortunate  man  must  have  recovered  from  the  broken 
head,  or  family  tradition  would  have  rcconled  his 
death.  It  was  the  custom  at  that  time  for  emigmnts 
who  had  not  the  means  of  paying  for  their  passage 
across  the  Atlantic  to  bind  themselves  for  a  certain 
term  of  service  on  reaching  the  colonies.  As  the  cir- 
cumstances  of  Elizabeth's  flight  made  it  im|X)ssible 
for  her  to  procure  money  for  her  journey,  she  proved 
her  heroism  by  adopting  this  moile  of  escaping  from 
a  life  which  had  become  intolerable  to  her. 
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John  Jackson  was  so  captivatecl  with  this  stately 
ion  beauty,  that  he  eagerly  titfered  her  his  beait, 
band,  ami  his  purse,  but  she!  [iroudly  refusinl  his 
assistance.     During  the  voyage  she  formed  tbe  frieniJ- 
ship  of  a  family  bound  for  Maryland,  and  accepted 
their  offer  of  a  home  and  employment,  and  thus  earned 
the  money  to  pay  her  passage.     John  Jackson's  devo- 
tion, however,  made  an  impression  upon  ber  heart, 
and  a  year  or  two  later  they  wei-e  married  in  Calvert 
Coimty,  Maryland,  be  also  having  settled  in  tbe  pos- 
sessions of  Lonl  Baltimore  uiion  bis  arrival  in  tbe 
New  World.     It  is  natural  to  supiwse  that  EHzabeth 
was  the  magnet  that  kept  bini  from  wandering  farther 
until  he  succeeded  in  winning  lier  for  his  wife.     The 
young  couple,  in  their  desire  to  find  new  and  cheaper 
ids,  moved  at  once  to  Western  Virginia,  and  made 
leir  first  home  upon  tbe  south  branch  of  tbe  Poto- 
mac, at  the  place  now  known  as  Moorfields,  the  county 
seat  of  Hardy  County,    But  after  a  short  residence  in 
this  beautiful  valley,  the  enterprising  spirit  of  the  pair 
lied  them  to  seek  broader  lands,  and  they  crossed  the 
leghany  ridge,  and  settled  upon  the  Buckliannon 
lirer,  at  a  place  Tvhich  was  long  known  as  Jackson's 
Fort,  but  is  now  the  little  village  of  Buckbannon. 
Here,  surrounded  by  tbe  Indian  tribes,  who  were  still 
contending  with  the  whites  tor  tbe  possession  of  the 
ids,  the  settlers  were  often  attacked  by  these  treacb- 
lus  foes.    For  their  protection  the  wliites  were  com- 
illed  to  build  stockade  forts,  to  which  they  fletl  with 
leir  families  in  times  of  danger.     Tradition  has  pre- 
irved  many  instances  of  the  inti-epid  spirit  which 
,beth  Jackson  displayed  on  these  occasions.     She 
er  quailed  at  the  sound  of  tbe  war-whoop,  and  her 
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voice  was  heard,  not  only  in  soothing  and  cheering 
the  women  and  children,  but  in  inspiring  the  men  to 
henuc  rt^sistance. 

When  the  American  Eevolution  broke  out  in  1775, 
.li^lni  Jackson  and  his  older  sons  bore  their  part  in  it 
as  si>liliers,  and  at  its  close  returned  to  their  homes 
aiul  dcvoieil  themselves  to  the  improvement  of  their 
fortunes.  The  jxitriarch,  John,  and  his  true  help- 
meet, Eliz;\lHnh,  by  their  sagacity  and  industry  ac- 
(juirod  the  most  valuable  lamls  of  the  country,  and 
were  enabknl  to  endow  each  one  of  their  eight  chil- 
dren with  a  farm.  Inileeil,  it  is  said  that  several 
patents  are  still  in  existence,  transmitted  to  Elizabeth 
Jackson,  in  her  own  name — lamls  which  proved  valu- 
able ]>ro{K^rty  to  her  descendants.  Their  eldest  son 
was  Colonel  (leorire  Jackson,  who  lived  at  Clarks- 
burg, Harrison  County,  and  who  received  his  title 
in  the  Kevolutionary  war.  He  ivpresented  his  State  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  and  also  in  Congress. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  removed  to  Zanesville, 
Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  second  son  was  Edwanl,  the  grandfather  of  the 
siil)jeet  of  this  memoir.  He  made  his  home  in  Lewis 
('ounty,  about  four  miles  from  the  village  of  Weston, 
and  was  a  vigorous  and  energetic  man,  esteemed  and 
])el(>vod,  and  for  a  long  time  was  surveyor  of  that 
region  of  country — a  business  tliat  was  very  lucrative 
in  those  early  days,  and  he  acquired  a  large  estate. 
He  first  married  a  Miss  Hadden,  bv  wliom  he  had  three 
sons,  (fcorge,  David,  and  Jonathan,  and  three  dauffh- 
tcrs,  of  whom  one  marrieil  a  man  named  White,  and 
tlu^  other  two  married  brothers  of  the  name  of  Brake. 

A  second  marriage  added  to  his  family  nine  more 
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5  and  daughters,  among  whom  was  Cummins,  the 

I  half-uncle  who  befriended  Thomas  J.  Jackst 

1  youth,  and  the  only  one,  so  far  as  we  know,  that 

1  much  to  do  with  his  early  life. 

L  their  declining  years  the  old  couple,  John  and 

^abeth  Jackson,  removed  to  the  town  of  Olarks- 

lOrg.  to  be  near  their  eldest  son,  George,  and  the  death 

'.  the  aged  sire  is  thus  descril>ed  by  his  grandson, 

I  G.  Jackson,  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  President  Madi- 

K>n,  whose  sister  be  had  married  in  1801 ; 

"  Death,  on  the  25th  of  September,  put  a  period  to 
the  existence  of  my  aged  grandfather.  John  Jackson, 
in  the  eighty-sixth  ^'ear  of  his  age.  The  long  life  of 
this  good  man  was  spent  in  those  noble  and  virtuous 
pursuits  which  endear  men  to  their  acquaintance,  and 
make  their  decease  sincerely  regretted  by  all  the  good 
ind  virtuous.  lie  was  a  native  of  England,  and  mi- 
■ated  hither  in  the  year  174tl.  He  took  an  active 
ert  in  the  Eevolntionary  war  in  favor  of  indfl])en- 
iJeiice,  and,  upon  tlie  establisliment  of  it,  returned  to 
his  farming,  which  lie  laboriously  pursued  until  the 
marriage  of  his  youngest  son,  when  he  was  prevailed 
ajxtn  by  my  father  to  come  and  reside  near  him ;  there 
he  lived  several  years  with  his  wife,  enjoying  all  his 
mental  faculties  and  great  corporeal  strength,  until  a 
few  days  before  his  death,  I  saw  him  breathe  his  last 
iu  the  arms  of  ray  aged  grandmother,  and  can  truly 
add,  that  to  live  and  die  as  he  did  would  be  the  ex- 
cess of  happiness.  He  left  a  valuable  estate  at  the  en- 
tire disposal  of  the  widow,  with  the  concurrence  of  all 
ithe  natural  heirs,  as  his  liberality  had  been  amply  ex- 
perienced bv  them  all  in  his  lifetime." 
L 
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The  stout-hearted  wife  of  his  voath  sarvived  him 

m 

until  lSir5.  living  to  the  extreme  age  of  one  hundred 
aAdjir^  yKarn!  A  great-granddaoghter  describes  her 
at  the  age  of  a  century  as  being  well  preserved  and 
rery  interesting,  and  greatly  beloved  and  revered  by 
her  lon^  line  of  descen<lants. 

By  her  rare  physical  and  intellectoal  stamina,  this 
remarkable  woman  was  fitted  to  be  the  mother  of  a 
9fttrr>ng  and  noble  race :  and  those  of  her  descendants 
who  have  met  with  anv  success  in  life  have  shown  the 
same  clear  intellect,  sterling  integrity,  and  force  of 
wilL  The  house  of  Jackson  has  much  to  be  thankful 
for  in  Ixith  of  these  pioneer  progenitors,  for  John  Jack- 
s'^n  himself,  according  to  tradition,  was  the  equal  of 
his  wife  in  uprightness,  energy,  and  courage.  General 
Jackson  always  had  a  pride  in  his  ancestry,  and  wished 
that  the  high  character  of  the  fathers  should  be  per- 
fietuateil  in  their  descendants.  Before  the  war,  when 
one  of  his  relatives  was  a  candidate  for  some  political 
office,  he  tOf>k  the  liveliest  interest  in  his  election,  and 
wrote  several  letters  in  his  behalf,  one  to  his  cousin. 
Judge  William  L.  Jackson  (at  that  time  Lieutenant- 
(fovemor  of  Virginia),  urging  his  supjKjrt,  and  saying: 
*•  I  am  most  anxious  to  see  our  family  enjoying  that 
high  standard  and  influence  which  it  |X)ssessed  in  days 
nf  yorr;."  He  always  said  his  Jackson  relations  were 
verv  clannish,  and  he  himself  was  warm  in  his  family 
attachments,  taking  an  interest  in  every  worthy  j)erson 
who  had  a  drop  of  liis  blood  in  his  veins. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  sons  of  the  house  was 
John  G.  Jackson,  of  Clarksburg,  the  eldest  son  of 
(Jolonc'l  George  Jackson.  He  was  an  eminent  lawyer, 
succeeded  his  father  in  Congress,  and  was  appointed 
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the  first  Falonil  Judge  of  the  Westeni  District  of 
Virginia,  lie  married  Miss  Payne,  sister  of  "pretty 
Dolly  Madison,"  tlie  much-admired  wife  of  President 
James  Madison.*  A  second  wife  was  the  only  daugh- 
ter of  Governor  Meiga.  of  Ohio,  lie  died  in  the  prime 
of  life  in  the  same  year  with  his  venerable  grand- 
mother, 1825,  aged  forty-eiglit  years. 

*  The  following  letter  rrom  Mrs.  President  Ma-lisoD  lo  Jiulgo 
Jnckson.  exprefaing  licraclf  in  regnril  to  tlie  iltncsa  nf  Ikt  sisler 
(his  wife),  will  be  of  interest : 

"WABniROTOs,  D.  C.  January  IStU.  1807. 

"  Oh,  luy  (Icnr  brotlicr,  jour  letter  bus  plunged  me  in  the  deepest 

hd»tn:ss  I     What  cnn  I  do  for  tlmt  beloved  sister  whose  ironge  and 

■  whose  sufleringB,  I  cnn  say  with  trntli,  littvc  iicrcr  fur  an  hour 

mh  nlMent  from  my  raiuU  (     Week  nfter  week  have  I  looked  and 

rsparet]  to  receive  and  to  nurse  my  deur  Polly,  and  now,  ains!  she 

btoo  ill  [for  me]  to  expect  8t  all,    I  have  consul  led  eTerybody,  my 

Bdcar  Jackson,  whose  judgment  I  could  trust,  and  have  been  llntlcred 

ivitli  the  hope,  from  them  and  my  own  opinion,  that  she  would  get 

■well.    Oh  that  Heaven  may  spore  her  tit  you  and  to  us,  my  brother  I 

*'  I  send  you  Doctor  Jones's  letter,  whom  I  hove  seen  and  con- 

HJVersed  witli  a  great  deal. — Tou  cannot  doubt  your  sister's  love  for 

|»n,  und  lier  soul-felt  sympathy. 

"Hasten  to  tell  me  jour  hopes  ore  revived,  and  tliat  I  may  yet 

e  you  leading  to  us  my  precious  sister  and  your  children.    How 

penry,  Iiow  forlorn,  does  this  world  appear  without  you  all !    I 

maot  express  to  you  the  desolation  that  seems  to  surround  mc 

B  t  teceircd  yours  of  the  Ttli. 
"  All  liero  13  bustle  and  confnsion,  on  aceount  of  Rose's  arrival, 
9ie  quarrels  in  Congress,  and  the  multitude  of  strangers;  but  it 
■  upon  my  senses  like  the  gloom  of  death  ! 
"1  ho|>c  3lr.  Madison  will  get  time  to  write  lo  you.  I  feel 
rccly  able  to  bold  my  pen.  Prepare  for  the  nest  post,  unil 
'your  sweet  tittle  Mary  also. 

rer  your  nfteclinnate  lister,  Dolly  P.  M&dibom. 

'*ADna  is  well,  and  feels  for  you  as  sbc  ought.     Adieu." 
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The  other  sons  of  Colonel  George  were  Edward,  a 
pbygician ;  William  L.,  a  laivver,  and  fatlier  of  the 
judge  of  the  same  name  (now  living  in  Louisville, 
Ky.) ;  and  George  Wasliington,  the  father  of  Colonel 
Alfred  H.  Jackson,  who  was  a  staff-officer  of  General 
Jackson,  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Run,  and  lies  buried  near  his  beloved  commander  in 
the  cemetery  at  Lexington,  Virginia. 

Jonathan  Jackson,  son  of  Edwarti,  and  the  father  of 
Thomas  Jonathan,  like  his  grandfather,  John,  was  a 
man  of  short  stature.  There  is  a  beautiful  miniature 
of  him,  representing  an  open,  pleasing  face,  blue  eyes, 
and  handsome  mouth.  lie  was  a  lawyer,  having 
studied  his  profession  with  his  distinguished  oousin. 
Judge  John  G,  Jackson,  whose  )Mitronage  induced  him 
to  settle  at  Clarksburg,  and -soon  afterwards  he  mar- 
ried Julia  Beckwitli  Neale,  the  daiigliter  of  a  mercbant 
of  Parkersburg,         .     . 

The  following  facts  relative  to  the  Neale  family  and 
also  to  Jonathan  Jackson  were  furnished  by  Dr.  David 
Creel,  a  connection  of  the  Neales ;  and  as  they  were 
written  in  hie  ninety-jiTst  year,  this,  together  with  his 
quaint  style,  will  add  to  their  interest,  lie  died  at 
Chillicothe,  Ohio,  only  a  few  yeai-s  ago.  It  appears 
that  General  Robert  E.  Lee  had  had  some  correspond- 
ence with  him  about  the  history  of  General  Jackson, 
He  wrote : 

"  The  Clarksburg  Male  Academy  was  conducted 
solely  by  George  Torvis,  an  old  Englishman,  a  thor- 
ough scholar  willi  long  e-x^wrience  as  a  teacher. 
Among  the  pupils  \ve  found  two  noble  and  highly 
promising  young  men — Edward,  son  of  Geoi^  Jack- 
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son,  and  Jonathan,  sod  of  Edward  Jackson,  senior. 
These  fathers  were  brothers,  and  among  tlie  pioneers 
of  tlie  country  some  time  before  tlie  Indians  had  re- 
tired, so  as  to  give  assurance  of  peace  and  freedom 
from  danger,  and  soon  became  wealthy  and  indepen- 
dent farmers  of  high  standing  and  respectability. 
While  at  school  with  these  young  men,  a  mutual  at- 
tachment was  created,  which  was  warmly  cherished, 
and  became  stronger  and  more  endearing  while  they 
lived,  and  sincerely  lamented  when  they  both  died  in 
the  prime  of  life.  Edward  Jackson,  after  leaving 
Bcbool.  studied  medicine,  and  Jonathan  Jackson  read 
law.  Both  attained  to  some  degree  of  eminence  in 
their  res[)ectivB  professions,  with  the  esteem,  confi- 
dence, and  good  wishes  of  ail  who  knew  them." 

It  is  said  that  these  young  cousins,  who  were  as 
brothers  at  school,  in  manhood  became  rival  suitors 
tor  the  hand  of  Julia  Neale,  Jonathan  carrying  ofE 
prize. 

In  paying  the  soldiers  of  the  county  of  Harrison 
in  the  war  of  1812,  one  or  two  of  them,  in  consequence 
of  sickness,  did  not  receive  their  pay  ;  but  soon  after- 
wards their  friend,  Jonathan  Jackson,  presented  their 
claims  and  got  from  us  the  money  for  them.  This 
was  about  the  fall  of  1813,  at  which  time  he  was  sue- 
oessfuUy  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  was  also 
excise  master,  or  United  States  revenue  officer  of  the 
Bounty." 

Dr.  Creel    continues    his    account    of    the    Neale 
ly: 
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"  In  the  early  part  of  t  he  ninotoontli  cetiturF,  George 
Lewis  and  two  brothers,  George  and  Thomas  Neale, 
reni,oved  from  the  wjiinty  of  Ix)udon  to  Wood  Coun- 
ty, in  Western  Virginia.  George  Lewis  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  lying  on  thu  Ohio  River,  six  miles 
from  Parkersburgi  which  had  been  located  by  Gen- 
eral Washington,  and  left  by  his  will  to  one  of  his 
legatees,  George  Neale.  who  had  marrie<l  one  of  bis 
daughters,  purchased  several  hiindretl  acres  of  land 
fi'cmi  his  father-in-law.  and  in  a  few  years  became  a 
wealthy  and  inde|)endeiit  farmer,  resjwcted  and  be- 
loved for  his  noble  attributes  of  chanicter.  Thomas 
Neale  (the  maternal  grandfather  of  Geneml  Jackson) 
married  Margaret  Winn,  the  daughter  of  Minor  Winn, 
who  resided  on  the  west  side  of  Bull  Ran  Mountain, 
only  a  few  miles  from  where  the  fii-st  battle  was 
fought  in  the  late  wAr.  He  located  in  Parkersbnrg 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  had  a 
family  of  five  children — two  daughters,  Harriet  and 
Julia,  and  three  sons,  Alfred,  Minor,  and  William. 
After  our  return  home  from  the  Academy  at  Clarks- 
burg, we  commenced  teaching  school  in  the  village  of 
Parkcrslmrg,  and  among  the  pupils  were  throe  of 
Thomas  Nenle's  children— Harriet,  Julia,  and  his  old- 
est son,  Alfred.  Of  Julia  we  desire  to  speak  particu- 
larly, not  only  because  sbe  was  our  great  favorite,  bat 
especially  because  of  her  connection  with  the  history 
of  Jonathan  Jackson,  who  became  her  husband,  and 
the  father  of  Thomas  Jonathan  Jackson. 

*'  When  J  ulia  Neale  became  our  pupil,  she  was  about 
thirteen  years  old.  endowed  with  a  good  natural  mind, 
soon  acquired  the  habit  of  close  apjilication.  and  gave 
us  no  trouble  in  her  recitations.     She  was  rather  a  bru- 
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te,  ivith  dark-brown  hair,  dark-gray  eyes,  h'aiitl- 

me  face,  and,  wlien  at  inattirity,  of  medium  lieight 

1  symmetrical  form.     And  now,  at  tlie  close  of  our 

ninety-first  year,  we  still  in  memory  Ijeliold  ber  as 

standing  before  us  reciting  her  iessons  with  a  pleas- 

Euit  smile;  and  also  in  the  maturity  of  womanhood, 

[|when  her  afliance<l  lonl  came  to  pay  her  that  liom- 

)  which  soon  terminated  in  a  matrimonial  alliance. 

b  .  ,  General  Lee,  in  his  kind  letter  to  us,  was  pleased  to 

K])reB8  the  belief  that  this  extraordinary  man. '  Stone- 

11 '  Jackson,  was  indebted  to  us,  more  or  less,  as  the 

jtructor  of  his  mother." 

^  Jonathan  Jackson  began  housekeeping  with  his 
loung  wife  in  a  neat  brick  cottage  of  three  rooms, 
irhich  he  built  for  a  law  office,  intending  in  the  future 
J  erect  a  more  commodious  dwelling  for  his  family 
I  the  front  of  the  large,  grassy  lot.  But  his  pecun- 
Vty  misfortunes  and  untimely  death  prevented  the 
nlization  of  this  hope.  His  four  children  were  all 
1  the  cottage,  and  it  was  preserved  as  the  birth- 
place of  General  Jackson  until  a  few  years  since, 
when  the  lot  became  so  vahiable  with  the  growth  of 
ibe  town  that  the  owner  tore  down  the  little  cottage, 
jnd  built  a  business  house  upon  the  ground. 
I  Jonathan  was  a  successful  lawyer,  especially  as  a 
leader  in  the  chancery  courts,  and  with  the  comforts 
yble  patrimony  which  he  had,  inherited  from  his 
Ekther  he  had  a  promising  future;  but,  being  of  a 
free,  generous,  and  incautious  nature,  be  became  deep- 
ly ini'olved  by  giving  security  for  others,  and  when 
te  was  cut  down  in  tlie  meridian  of  life  every  vestige 
t  his  property  was  swept  away.    He  was  an  aifec- 
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tioDat«  and  lievoUHl  husband  and  fatlier,  and  lost  his 
life  by  a  malignant  fever  which  he  contracted  in  nurs- 
ing Ills  eldest  child,  Elizabeth,  who  died  of  the  same 
disease  two  weeks  before  her  father.  The  three 
children  that  survived  him  were  Warren,  Thomas 
Jonathan,  and  Limni.  His  son  Thomas,  after  reach- 
ing the  age  of  manhood,  erectetl  monuments  over  the 
graves  of  his  father  and  little  sister  in  the  cemetery 
at  Clarksburg, 

Clarksburg  is  a  pretty  and  thriving  town,  situated 
in  a  pictures(]ue  country,  and  some  of  the  Jackson 
family  still  live  there  anil  keep  up  the  name  with 
credit  and  honor.  At  Parkersburg  also  are  found 
many  of  Cieneral  Jackson's  kindred  on  both  sides  of 
the  house,  who  are  noted  for  their  enterprise,  cutttva' 
tion,  and  warm-hearted  hospitality. 

Several  members  of  Edward  Jackson's  large  family, 
in  physical  stature,  showwl  what  they  inherited  from 
their  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Cummins, 

One  of  her  descendants,  who  bore  the  singular  name 
of  Return  Meigs,  was  six  feet  and  seven  inches  in 
height,  and  was  projiortionately  strong  and  powerful. 
There  is  a  little  romance  in  the  family  alxiut  the  way 
he  got  his  name.  When  his  father  was  engaged  to 
be  married,  an  unfortunate  misunderstanding  led  to 
a  temporary  se|Miration,  which  weighed  so  hard  on  the 
disconsolate  lover  that  when  the  object  of  his  devo- 
tion relented  and  said.  "Retnrn,  Meigs,"  he  declared 
those  were  the  sweetest  words  that  ever  fell  upon  his 
ears,  and  he  therefore  commemorated  his  crowning 
happiness  by  giving  his  first  son  this  unique  name. 

Cummins  Jackson  was  also  of  lofty  stature,  and  was 
noted  for  his  herculean  strength,  which  it  is  said  he 
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P  proved  by  lifting  a  barrel  oi  ctdor  and  taking  a  drink 
'  from  the  bung-hole;  and,  more  mai-velioiis  still,  that 
he  could  take  up  a  barrel  of  flour  under  each  one  of 
his  Bj-ms  and  carry  them  out  of  his  mill  I 

One  of  his  sisters,  Mrs.  White,  known  in  the  fam- 
ily as  "  Annt  Katie,"  was  as  remarkable  as  were  the 
brothers,  for  her  size,  physical  strength,  and  wonder- 
ful industry.  In  her  old  age,  when  she  thought  her 
natural  force  was  much  abated,  she  was  known  to 
spin  upon  her  spinning-wheel  twenty-eight  "cuts"  of 
flax  a  day,  in  addition  to  milking  her  cows !  Twelve 
oats  a  day  was  the  usual  task  for  servants. 


CHAPTER  II. 

"THE  BOY  IS  FATHER  OF  THE  MAX." 

Thomas  Jonathan  Jackson,  the  subject  of  this  me- 
moir, was  bom  in  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  Virginia, 
on  the  21st  of  January,  1S24:;  at  least,  that  was  the 
supi^oseil  date  of  his  birth,  for  in  consequence  of  the 
w^rly  breaking-up  of  his  father  s  family  no  record  of 
the  event  Wi^s  ever  found,  and  he  did  not  remember 
dates  with  acouracv.  Clarksbur«r  is  now  in  the  State 
of  West  Virginia :  but  as  he  did  not  live  to  see  the 
Old  IX>uunion  Si>  oruellv  sundered  in  twain,  he  died 
as  ho  was  lx>rn,  a  Virginian. 

Ho  was  onlv  in  his  thini  vear  when  his  father  died 

*  » 

Vof  whom  ho  was  t^x>  vounsr  to  have  anv  reraem- 
brauiH^X  and  his  mother  was  loft  a  widow  with  three 
holpK^ss  ohildron,  without  a  home  or  means  of  sup- 
jHMi,  I  hit  hor  own  and  hor  husband's  relations  assist- 
t^l  hor :  a!\\l  as  ho  had  Kvn  an  otficer  in  the  onier  of 
Fr^v\nasx>ns  v^vho  had  pn^sonto^l  him  with  a  gold  medal 
lu  tokon  of  thoir  rx>s{Hvt  \  thoy  now  gave  her  a  small 
l:o\;so  of  or.!\  or.o  rvMva :  auvl  in  ih:s  humble  alxxle, 
w  itV,  V,or  fai  5.of.os5i  ^  ^:.dt\-.\  sho  stvnt  the  greater  part 
of  tV,o  fo\\  vivr^N  o:  l,or  waow-vvxi  Here  she  taught 
a  ;,::;o  ^\u\^\  ;vv.vl  ;r,s\>  ;iv:vu\i  :o  hor  s;xpport  by  sew- 
r.i:  VVo  x\x-i;Ut  x>f  :V.o  v\;r\^  a:v,  s:rr*i:posmust  have 
Nvn  \ov\  ;v\;-,^  to  horvu:;..^:o  :r:^:::o;  Inil  she  found 
rolu  t  -\  sxy-x-v^  ;^  ^vxxl  a.\^:  o:  ::cr  time  with  her 


fatlier  in  Wood  County:  and  in  the  heat  of  summer 
she  went  to  a  jilace  called  "The  Ridge,"  where  her 
brother,  Minor  W.  Neale,  alwaya  accompanied  and 
remained  with  her.  A  friend  wrote:  "I  met  her  in 
the  summer  of  1827,  in  Wood  County.    She  was  look- 
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King  as  cheerful  and  ini 

■inat«<l  as  usual   her  eaav 

Bfiracefal  mianers  and  pleasant  con 

r  Tersation  al« a\ s  miikiug  licr  a  w 1 1  i' '-i^ 

I  oDme  guest  * 

Id  the  year  1S30  Mrs,  Jackson  wag  married  a  sec- 

lonU  time,  against  the  wishes  of  her  friends,  to  Cuptain 

(  B.  WotKlson.  of  Cumberland  County,  a  lawyer 

I  good  education,  and  of  social,  popular  manners ;  but 

lie  was  much  her  senior,  and  a  widower  without  fort- 

The  relatives  of  her  first  hushand  offered  to 
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bHp  ber  if  she  vaaiA  remain  a  widow,  while  warning 
her  that  if  she  married  again  they  should  have  to  take 
her  children  from  hot  ttt  support  them.  But  all  w 
of  no  avail,  and  the  result  was  what  they  had  pre- 
dicted. Titoogh  Captain  Woodson  was  always  hind 
to  the  children,  his  slender  means  were  inadequate  to 
the  support  of  a  family,  and  necessity  soon  compelled 
the  poor  mother  to  give  up  her  two  boys  to  the  care 
of  their  father's  relations.  The  youngest  child,  Laura, 
she  kept  with  ber,  and  after  the  marriage  Captain 
Woodson  removed  to  Fayette  County,  where  he  had 
received  the  appointment  of  clerk  of  the  county. 

So  Thomas,  at  the  age  of  six  years,  bad  to  take 
leave  of  his  mother,  to  be  sent  to  the  house  of  his 
uncle.  It  was  a  heart-breaking  separation.  He  was 
at  this  lime  a  rosj-chceked,  blue*yed  boy.  with  wav- 
ing brown  hair,  to  whom  she  clung  with  all  a  moth- 
er's devotion.  She  bad  him  mounted  on  horseback, 
behind  one  of  his  father's  former  slaves,  good  "  I'ncle 
Robinson,"  of  whom  he  was  verj"  fond,  and  after  pro- 
\-iding  him  %rith  even,-  comfort,  and  bidding  him  good- 
by,  her  yearning  heart  called  him  back  once  more, 
and,  clasping  him  to  her  bosom,  she  gave  vent  to  her 
feelings  in  a  flood  of  tears.  That  parting  he  never 
fot^it ;  iior  could  he  speak  of  it  in  after-years  boti 
with  the  utmost  tenderness.  Warren  had  been  sent' 
some  time  before  to  the  home  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Isaao 
Brake,  who  wished  to  relieve  the  mother  of  his  sap- 
port,  and  she  had  consented  on  account  of  the  greater 
temptations  to  the  Imjv  in  toim.  Their  mother  lived 
only  a  little  over  a  yejir  after  lier  second  marriage, 
her  delicate  health  completely  giving  way  after  the 
birth  of  a  son,  who  was  named  Wirt.    As  she  lingei 
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several  weeks,  she  sent  for  her  two  fatherless  boys,  to 
receive  her  farewell  ami  blessing;  and  her  prayers, 
counsels,  and  triumphant  death  made  an  indelible  im- 
pression upon  the  mind  of  Thomas,  who  was  then 
seven  years  of  age.  In  a  letter  announcing  her  death, 
Captain  "Woodson  says:  "No  Christian  on  earth,  no 
matter  what  evidence  he  might  have  had  of  a  hapjiy 
hereafter,  could  have  died  with  more  fortitude.  Per- 
fectly in  her  senses,  calm  and  deliberate,  she  met  her 
fate  without  a  murmur  or  a  struggle.  Death  for  her 
had  no  sting ;  the  grave  could  claim  no  victory.  1 
have  known  few  women  of  equal,  none  of  superior, 

Kperit."  Jler  remains  were  buried  near  the  famous 
^Hawk's  Nest"  of  New  Kiver.  which  her  son  visited 
D  after-years,  to  find  her  grave  and  erect  a  mon- 
ument over  it;  but  nearly  all  who  had  known  her 
daring  her  brief  residence  tbere  had  passed  away, 
and  no  one  could  be  found  who  could  point  out  the 
spot  with  ceilflinty.  After  his  return  to  his  home 
in  Lexington,  ho  wrote  to  his  aunt,  Mre,  Neale,  at 
Parkersburg : 

'■Sept,  4lli,  IBSo, 

"Though  I  have  reached  home,  yet  the  pleasures 
ljoye<l  under  your  hospitable  roof,  and  in  your  fam- 
ily circle,  have  not  been  dissipated.  -  .  .     I  8to]i()ed  to 
the  Hawk's  Nest,  and  the  gentleman  with  whom  I 
IDt  up  was  at  my  mother's  burial,  and  accompanied 
le  to  the  cemetery  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out 
ler  grave  to  me ;  but  I  am  not  certain  that  he  found 
it.     There  was  no  stone  to  mark  the  spot.     Another 
^ntleman,  who  had  the  kindness  to  go  with  us,  stated 
.t  a  wooden  head  or  foot  board  with  her  name  on 
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it  had  been  put  up,  but  it  was  no  longer  there.  A 
depression  in  the  earth  only  marked  her  resting-place. 
When  standing  by  her  grave,  I  experienced  feelings 
to  which  I  was  until  then  a  stranger.  I  was  seeking 
the  spot  partly  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  something 
to  her  precious  memory.  l>n  Saturday  last  I  lost  my 
porte-monnaie,  and  in  it  was  the  date  of  my  mothers 
birth.     Please  give  me  the  date  in  your  next  letter.'* 

It  was  left  to  the  generous  impulse  of  a  Confederate 
soldier  to  do,  after  General  Jackson's  death,  what  he 
was  so  anxious  to  do  himself,  in  preserving  his  mother's 
grave  from  oblivion.    One  who  visited  the  sjxit  writes  i 

"  On  the  top  of  a  boimtiful  wooileil  hill,  near  the 
minin£r  villaiie  of  Anstead,  Favette  Count  v.  West  Vir- 
ginia,  is  an  old  gniveyanl.  still  useil  as  a  burying- 
place  by  the  dwellers  in  tliis  mountain  reirion.  It  is 
CTeatlv  neirlecteil,  and  manv  srraves  are  soareelv  to  be 
found,  though  a  few  are  pivnoctd.!  by  little  pens  of 
fence-rails.  Tiio  loo:4tion  is  si.>  beautiful,  and  the  view 
it  comiuiinds  s*.^  extensive  anil  oxouisiio.  that  it  is 
worthv  of  beiniT  well  oaiwl  fv>r.  Amor.ir  those  who 
lie  burioii  here  is  the  nivnhor  o:  :*!:at  r.->b:o  Christian 
sk^ldior,  iiononil  Stv^nowall  Jaok>i^r..      This  crave,  or 

sjvT  — for  tho  cravo  ;s  Sv*arvv*v  to  Iv^  riv-::-:zT:'\l has 

Kv!i  k:rAily  va:\\l  for  by  Mr.  S:oyi  r.s  M.  T:.vIor,  for- 
morly  of  Aiivniarlo  iVuniy.  1^:;:  v.o  >:■  vo  v.  -s  eivoted 
ur.iil  a  p^niioinan  of  Siaur«:o:v  i.r.^w.::  T..  .::i;is  D. 
l^ar^s^^Tn,  one  of  Ir.s  oM  s^\xi:ors,  S;\  .v.c  :..;  :>. -^iooted 
c\>nd;:iou  of  the  cnuo,  h;ui  vri-A.rw:  .;  >.::,:<;,'  but 
suiiaMo  )«onnmenT  a  T>r.l  n',;>^  .>:  ^.,.r/.  ^v::h  an 
insi^nphon,  jjivmj:  Uu>  d;Uo>  ol  .u  r  :.::..    .    ^  .leath 
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ami  adding  that  it  is  'a  tribute  to  the  mother  of 
Stonen-all  Jnckson,  by  one  of  hia  old  brigade." " 


8uoh  a  mother  could  not  bat  leave  a  deep  imprea- 

I  sion  npon  the  heart  of  such  a  son.    To  the  latest  hour 

of  his  life  he  cherished  her  memory.    His  recollections 

t  tif  her  were  of  the  sweetest  and  tenderest  character. 

I  To  hia  childhood's  fancy  she  was  the  embodiment  of 

beauty,  grace,  and  loveliness ;  and  when,  a  few  months 

I  Ijefore  his  death,  while  he  was  in  the  midat  of  the 

I  urmy,  a  little  daughter  was  born  to  him,  he  wrote  that 

be  wished  her  to  be  called  "Julia,"  saying,  "My  moth- 

(  er  was  mindful  of  me  when  I  was  a  helpless,  father- 

'  less  child,  and  I  wish  to  commemorate  her  now." 

After  the  death  of  their  mother,  the  children  were 
i  sent  back  to  their  Jackson  relatives — Warren  retum- 
'  ing  to  Mrs.  Brake,  and  Thomas  and  Laura  finding  a 
[  home  for  a  time  with  their  aunt,  Jlrs.  White,  and  later 
J  with  their  step-grandmother  Jackson,  who  was  always 
I  kind  to  them.     I^ura,  who  is  still  living,  does  not  re- 
member that  Thomas  ever  hved  with  either  of  their 
nncles-in-Iaw  Brake,  and  says  that  it  was  their  broth- 
er Warren,  and  not  Thomas,  who  ran  away  when  a 
iittle  boy  from  his  "uncle  Brake,  because  they  couldn't 
I  agree" — a  statement  which  accords  with  llie  charac- 
I  t«r  of  the  boy.    Thomas  and  Laura  lived  with  their 
•  atep-grandmother  until  her  death ;  and  after  the  mar- 
riage of  her  two  daughters,  which  left  no  ladies  in  the 
liousehokl,  Laara  was  sent  to  find  a  home  among  her 
I  Xoale   relatives,  and  lived   with  them  until  she  was 
I  nmrried  to  Mr.  Jonatlian  Arnold,  of  Beverly,  West 
I  Viiginia.     Her  two  sons,  Thomas  Jackson  and  Stark 
f  W.  ^Vrnold,  were  the  only  nephews  of  General  Jiwikson. 


20  I^£  OF  G£XEkAL  THOMJLS  J.  JACKSOX. 

The  grandmother  lived  at  the  old  Jackson  home- 
stead, in  Lewis  Coontv*  and  at  her  death  her  son 
Commins  became  the  head  of  the  house:  and  being  a 
large-hearted,  generous  man«  he  not  only  kept  Thom- 
as with  him  to  rear  and  educate,  but  he  also  gave  War- 
ren a  home  after  be  ran  awav  from  his  uncle  Brake. 

m 

The  storv  runs  that  this  bov,  Warren,  when  onlv  nine 

•  •  • 

or  ten  vears  old,  left  the  house  of  Mr.  Brake,  who  had 
offended  him  bv  sternness,  and  walked  four  or  live 
miles  into  the  town  of  Clarksburg  to  the  house  of 
Judge  Jackson,  his  fathers  cousin,  and  asked  Mrs. 
Jackson  to  give  him  his  dinner.  While  eating  at  the 
table  he  very  quietly  said :  ••  Uncle  Brake  and  I  don't 
agree:  I  have  quit  him,  and  shall  not  go  back  any 
more."  Mrs.  Jackson  was  surprised  and,  disapprov- 
ing of  such  independence  in  so  young  a  lad,  tried  to 
persuade  him  to  return,  but  his  unvarying  answer  was : 
-  No.  he  and  I  don't  agree :  I  have  quit  him,  and  shall 
not  go  back  any  more."  He  then  went  to  the  house 
of  another  cousin,  asked  if  he  could  spend  the  night, 
and  told  her  the  same  storv.  The  next  dav  he  walked 
eighteen  miles  all  alone,  to  the  home  of  his  uncle  Cum- 
mins, who  receiveil  him  with  great  kindness,  and  the 
two  orphan  Ih>vs  were  very  happy  at  being  together 
under  the  s;\me  nH>f.  Here  the  thive  children  went 
to  school,  when  iliero  were  anv  soboc^ls  in  the  neisrh- 
l>orh«XKK  ami  Thomas  and  l^\ura  sjx^nt  much  time 
in  play,  ho  always  haviiiir  a  oai\^  over  his  little  sister. 
He  was  a  oluvrful  Kw,  anil,  his  sister  s;iys,  sang  a  great 
deal :  hut  in  aftor-\  oars  ho  did  not  show  any  musical 
talent,  though  vorv  fond  of  hoarinor  music. 
The  lH\vhoiHl  of  •lacksou  slunvt\l  that,  trulv, 

"Tlio  child  is  tuthor  of  tho  man/' 
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for  it  was  marked  by  tbe  same  energy,  determination, 
and  perseverance  that  were  to  distinguish  him  in  his 
future  career.  No  matter  what  he  undertook,  whether 
of  work  or  play,  he  "  never  gave  up."  At  school,  one 
day,  during  recess,  he  became  absorbed  in  making  a 
cornstalk  fiddle,  and  when  tlie  bell  rang  for  resuming 
study  he  worked  away  as  if  lie  did  not  hear  it,  totally 
oblivious  of  his  duty  to  return  to  his  lessons.  Laura  was 
sent  to  call  him,  but  his  reply  was,  "  Wait  till  I  finish 
this  fiddle!"  and  not  until  the  teacher  went  out  and 
compelled  obedience  did  ho  relinquish  his  task. 

Tbe  children  wandered  all  over  the  farm,  and  en- 
gaged in  many  youthful  enterprises,  one  of  which  was 
the  making  of  maple  sugar.    The  trees  stood  on  the 
other  side  of  a  creek  which  liad  no  bridge  over  it,  but, 
nothing  daunted,  our  young  hero  went  to  work  and 
framed  a  little  raft,  upon  which  he  and  Laura  would 
cross  daily,  and  busy  themselves  in  drawing  the  sap 
and  boiling  down  the  sugar.      In  after-years,  when 
he  became  the  leader  of  armies,  he  often  had  occa- 
L  Bion  to  build  bridges  across  streams  for  his  ti-oops,  in 
livhich  he  showed  the  same  indomitable  perseverance 
Irin  overcoming  obstacles  that  ho  had  shown  when  a 

Laura  followed  him  everywhere,  even  in  his  rabbit 
■lunts,  in  which  he  was  quite  an  expert.  After  run- 
Ining  a  rabbit  into  a  hollow  log,  he  would  place  Laura 
Iftt  one  end  and  himself  at  the  other,  and  in  this  way 
rthey  often  caught  the  little  creatures  with  their  hands. 
I  He  busied  himself  in  making  rabbit-snares,  bird-traps, 
[  and  in  other  rustic  diversions.  In  his  childhood  he 
1  was  extravagantly  fond  of  the  violin,  and  after  com- 
,  ing  into  possession  of  one  of  his  own  he  made  faithful 
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effort*  to  loam  to  play  upon  it,  but,  not  Iieing  endowed 
with  the  gift  of  music,  thin  was  one  of  the  few  things 
he  attempted  in  which  lie  did  not  succeed.  "WLen  a 
boy,  he  did  learn  a  few  songs,  among  them  a  military 
one,  called  "  Napoleon's  Retreat." 

This  united,  happy  life  of  the  little  brother  ami  sis- 
ter did  not  continue  more  than  a  year  or  two,  when 
they  were  separated,  never  to  have  the  same  home 
again.  But  he  cherished  a  warm  attachment  for  her, 
and  kept  up  the  most  affectionate  relations  with  her 
as  long  as  he  live<l.  AVith  money  he  saved  from  his 
pay  at  West  Point  he  bought  her  a  silk  dress  as  a  pre»- 
ent  u[>on  his  return  home  during  his  first  vacation. 

Onmrnins  Jaekson  was  a  bachelor  of  middle  age, 
and  being  a  man  of  inde|)endent  fortune  and  a  kind 
heart,  he  was  disposed  to  do  all  in  his  jiower  for  War- 
ren and  Thomas.  The  latter,  it  is  said,  was  his  favor- 
ite, and  he  could  not  have  been  treated  with  more  kind- 
ness if  he  had  been  his  own  son.  He  gave  tlie  lads 
all  the  advantages  of  education  his  county  afforded, 
thuugli  these  were  not  great  in  that  new  and  nnim- 
{iroved  region.  It  was  the  custom  to  have  schools  for 
only  about  thrve  tnoiitlis  during  the  winter  season,  so 
the  boys  were  engaged  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year  is  assisting  their  uncle  in  the  operntiuns  of  the 
£uwaiiduilb. 

At  aokool  TtnoMS  was  sudioas  and  penenatn^ 
abowiag  a  gnM  d«ai«  1u  tatJbe  the  best  of  hb  adTstt> 
Ca^cs :  but  Wun«  wns  the  Kwcse.  and  as  be  grew 
up  bfe£  sinwg  xrilk  xrhirh  bad  nenr  bem  cootniUed, 
md  h&  iimittfiitmitmi  *mX  iwlkss  sfirx  iia{Kaed  him 
\  to  lwMi(h  VMt  6»r  hixa«)f  aiad  aetk  hs  ow  flaiitwi^ 
'  Bm  iMd*  thought  it  bMt  Mt  t«  thv3M  huB  ia  tMlv 
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aid  so  the  boy  left  this  kind  uncle  and  good  home 
when  he  was  alwut  fourteen  years  of  age.     But  the 
saddest  part  of  this  exodus  was,  that  he  persuaded  his 
young  brother,  of  only  twelve,  to  accompany  him. 
Thomas  was  very  reluctant  to  go,  for  he  loved  his  un- 
cle, and  was  happy  in  his  free  and  bountiful  home; 
^^at  his  affection  for  Warren,  and  perhaps  the  latter's 
^Hnthority  over  him  as  an  elder  brother,  were  too  great 
^Pp  be  resisted.     They  went  first  to  the  home  of  their 
HDcle  AlfnMl  Neale,  who  lived  on  James  Island,  in  the 
Ohio,  and  were  most  kindly'  received  by  him  and  his 
good  wife ;  but  as  this  uncle  prescribed  for  them  the 
same  excellent  discipline  as  their  uncle  Cummins — 
that  they  should  work  on  the  farm  and  go  to  school^ 
TTarren  again  rebelled,  and  spread  his  unfledged  wings 
r  a  flight  farther  down  the  Ohio,  taking  Thomas 
tith  him. 

bSereral  months  passed,  and  their  friends  heanl  noth- 
5  of  the  young  wanderers ;  but  in  the  autumn  they 
me  back,  like  repentant  prodigals,  glad  enough  to 
(torn  to  kindred  and  friends,  but  In  such  a  sad  plight 
tat  It  was  touching  to  see  them.  Their  clothes  were 
Wrn  and  soiletl  from  travel,  and  their  faces  bore  the 
marks  of  sickness  and  suffering.  Their  story  was  that, 
after  floating  down  the  Ohio,  and  earning  their  living 
I  best  tliey  could,  they  landed  on  a  small  island  in 
i  Mississippi,  near  the  southwestern  corner  of  Kcn- 
Ilere  they  spent  thesumraer  alone,  and  sh|> 
ted  themselves  by  cutting  wood  for  the  passing 
umboats. 
tTbeir  lodging-place  was  a  miserable  cabin,  and  the 
land  being  exceedingly  malarious,  they  contracted 
pills  and  fever,  which  made  such  ravages  upon  tlieir 
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tender  frames  that  they  could  stand  it  no  longer ;  bo 
by  the  kindness  of  a  captain,  who  gave  them  passage 
on  his  boat,  they  were  enabled  to  reach  home — no 
doubt  wiser,  if  not  better,  for  their  escapade. 

Thomas  determined  at  once  to  return  to  his  uncle 
Cummins,  where  the  comforts  of  home  and  the  fine  air 
of  his  native  climate  soon  restored  him  t^>  his  wonted 
health  and  strength,  and  here  he  remained  until  he  re- 
ceived an  appointment  as  a  cadet  at  West  Point, 

But  Warren  was  too  proud  or  ashamed  to  seek 
again  the  shelter  of  a  roof  which  he  had  so  rashly 
left,  so  he  went  to  the  house  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Brake,  which  had  been  his  home  after  his  separation 
from  his  mother,  where  lie  received  the  kindest  treat- 
ment ;  but  ho  never  recoveret!  from  the  effects  of  the 
exposure  and  hardships  encountetetl  during  that  disas- 
trous Irip,  and  after  lingering  a  few'  years  he  died  of 
consumption  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Before  his  death 
he  sent  for  Thomas  and  Ijiura  to  come  and  see  him 
oncH  more,  and,  mounted  on  hoi-seback,  they  rode 
across  the  country  to  pay  this  last  visit  to  their  dying 
brother.  They  found  that  this  long  illness,  with  the 
inQuonco  of  his  sainted  mother,  had  changed  the  un- 
govemed  boy  to  such  gentleness  and  submission  that 
he  no  longer  wished  to  live,  but  was  able  to  depart  in 
perfect  i>eac6. 

After  the  wholesome  experience  of  his  adventurous 
trip  down  the  Ohio,  and  the  recovery  of  his  health, 
Thomas  showed  a  greater  desire  than  ever  for  self- 
improvement,  and  he  became  a  valuable  assistant  to 
his  uncle  in  the  management  of  his  farm  and  mills. 
Classical  academies  ha<l  not  then  been  introduced  into 
that  part  of  the  country,  but  there  were  good  English 


ichools ;  and  he  was  a  diligent,  plodding  scholar,  hav- 
ing a  strong  mind,  though  it  was  slow  in  development. 
1  arithmetic  he  was  quick,  and  found  no  difficulty  in 
ixcelling  his  classmates;  but  in  hia  other  studies  he 
tad  to  work  hard,  yet  he  always  "  stuck  to  it "  with  a 
lenacity  that  would  not  "  let  go."  lie  never  left  a 
ion  nnmastered,  and  if  he  had  not  been  able  to 
1  a  task  with  his  class,  he  would,  when  his  time 
rcame  to  recite,  acknowledge  frankly  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  that  lesson,  not  having  yet  perfected  the 
previous  one-  In  this  way  he  sometimes  fell  behind 
_  his  class ;  but  as  he  had  a  retentive  memory,  tlie  knowl- 
klge  that  he  gained  with  so  much  labor  was  indehbly 
1  ufxin  his  mind. 
His  temjter  as  a  boy  was  cheerful  and  generous,  and 
truthfulness  was  proverbial.  There  was  an  in- 
pinctive  courtesy  in  his  conduct;  his  sense  of  justice 
was  very  strong,  and  as  long  as  he  met  with  fair  treat- 
mt  from  his  associates,  he  was  gentle  and  peaee- 
ible;  but  he  was  quick  to  resent  an  insult,  and  in 
\  boyish  combat  would  never  yield  to  defeat.  lie 
jiras  a  ringleader  in  briyish  sports,  an  exiiert  in 
ilirnbing  and -jumping;  and  whenever  he  was  captain 
'  game  his  side  was  pretty  sure  to  come  off 
rictorious. 

In  the  management  of  his  uncle's  farm  and  mills, 
Thomas  early  learned  to  put  his  young  shoulders  to 
the  wheel,  and  he  soon  proved  ao  capable  that  he  was 
_intniste<i  with  the  duties  of  overseer  of  the  laborers  in 
ing  the  largest  trees  out  of  the  forest,  and  convey- 
■  thera  to  the  mill  to  be  sawed  into  lumber,  in  all 
mich  he  Bhowe<l  great  intelligence  as  well  as  endur- 
s  and  efficiencv. 
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This  free  and  active  life  was  well  adapted  to  both 
his  physicul  and  moral  development,  and  as  his  uncle 
treated  him  as  a  comimnion,  trusting  and  relying  upon 
him,  he  grew  very  manly  and  inde))endent  for  a  youth 
in  his  teeus.  Ilia  bachelor  uncles,  it  appears,  were 
fond  of  si>urt,  of  fox  hunts  and  horse  racing.  His 
ancle  kept  a  number  of  blooded  horses,  and  had  a  four- 
mile  race-track  on  liis  farm,  and  "  Thomas,"  as  he 
always  called  him,  was  his  trainer,  and  so  well  taught 
was  he  to  ride  that  he  was  never  thrown.  Naturally 
he  came  to  share  in  the  pleasures  of  the  chase,  and  to 
ride  his  uncle's  racers  as  soon  as  he  vras  old  enough. 
With  his  determination  to  succeed  in  everything  he 
undertook,  he  did  not  fail  in  this  accomplishment,  for 
his  neighbors  said', "  If  a  horse  ha<l  any  winning  quali- 
ties whatever  in  him,  Tom  Jackson  never  failed  to 
bring  them  out  on  the  turf!"  But  though  he  won 
races  for  his  uncle,  and  won  a  good  deal  of  money,  he 
never  had  the  least  propensity  to  the  vices  that  belong 
to  sporting  characters. 

When  riding  home  late  one  night,  he  was  startled 
at  beholding  a  tall  white  spectre  flitting  acrass  the  road. 
The  horse  became  frightened  and  plunged  backward; 
and  Thomas  confessed  that  at  first  he,  too,  was  some- 
what dismayed  at  such  a  ghostly  npparition,  but,  deter- 
mining to  conquer  all  fear,  he  put  wJiip  and  spurs  to 
his  horse  and  forced  him  to  gallop  past  the  object  of 
terror,  which  he  soon  discovered,  from  the  shouts  of 
laughter  from  the  n>ad3ide,  was  one  of  his  uncles,  who 
had  tried  to  play  a  joke  upon  him  by  wrapping  him- 
self in  a  sheet  and  taking  liis  stand  at  the  foot  of  a 
hlU  ho  was  to  pass. 

This  free  life  he  could  enjoy  without  being  at  all 
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lileil  by  it ;  and  though  be  spoke  of  himself  as  hav- 
g  been  "  a  wild  boy,''  he  was  always  noted  for  his 
irightness,  honesty,  industry,  and  truth.  In  his  after- 
ars  he  was  not  disposed  to  talk  much  of  his  child- 
and  yonth,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  the  saddest 
iriod  of  his  life.  He  had  been  very  early  left  an  or- 
tan.  Losing  first  his  father  and  then  his  mother,  he 
id  no  home  life,  but  grew  up  among  remoter  kin- 
All  this  made  the  memory  so  sad  that  he  sel- 
»m  referred  to  it. 

One  who  knew  him  at  this  time  says:  "He  was  a 
>uth  of  exemplary  habits,  of  indomitable  will  and 
tdoohted  courage.  He  possessed  in  an  eminent  de- 
'ee  a  talent  for  mathematics,  and  was  unwilling,  while 
;  school,  to  acknowledge  his  incapacity — 'give  him 
me' — to  solve  any  projiosition.  He  was  not  what 
nowadays  termed  brilliant,  but  he  was  one  of  those 
itiring,  matter-of-fact  pereons  who  would  never  give 
>  when  he  engaged  in  an  undertaking  until  he  ac- 
rmplisbed  his  object.  He  learned  slowly,  but  when 
B  got  learning  into  bis  head,  he  never  forgot  it.  He 
as  not  quick  to  decide,  except  when  excited,  and 
en  when  be  made  up  his  mind  to  do  a  thing,  he  did 
on  short  notice  and  in  quick  time.  Thus,  while  on 
is  way  to  school,  an  overgrown  rustic  behaved  rudely 
a  one  of  the  scbool-giris.  Jackson  was  fired  itt  his 
owardly  conduct,  and  told  liim  he  must  ajKilogize  at 
nee,  or  he  would  'thrash  him.'  The  big  fellow,  sup- 
iDsing  that  he  was  an  overmatch  for  him,  refused, 
hereupon  Jackson  pitched  into  him,  and  gave  him  a 
Bvere  pounding.'' 
This  raanly  and  independent  spirit  impelled  him  at 
I  early  age  to  seek  a  support  for  himself,  and  his 
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friends  procured  for  him  the  position  of  constable  of 
Lewis  County.  He  was  but  eighteen  years  old,  and  it 
was  contrary  to  law  that  a  minor  should  hold  this 
office,  but  the  influence  and  guarantee  of  his  uncle, 
with  his  own  good  character,  overcame  this  objection- 
At  this  time  his  health  was  somewhat  impaired,  and 
it  was  hoped  that  the  out-<loor  life  and  horseback  ex- 
ercise would  invigorate  him.  The  duties  of  the  office 
rerjuired  both  courage  and  determination,  qualities 
that  he  soon  showed  that  he  possessed.  Prompt  in 
meeting  his  own  engagements,  he  enforced  the  same 
uprm  others.  Collecting  debts  is  always  a  thankless 
task,  but  it  had  to  \ye  done ;  and  Jackson  did  it  kindlv, 
but  firmly.  In  one  case  a  man  had  made  repeated 
promises  to  pay,  but  would  never  keep  an  appoint- 
ment for  the  pur|X)se.  After  exacting  one  moK» 
promise  that  he  would  |xiy,  in'tltoutraiL  upon  a  cer- 
tain day,  the  young  constable  pleilged  himself  to  the 
cre<litor  that  on  that  dav  he  should  have  his  monev. 
The  dav  came,  and  the  constable  and  creditor  were  on 
hand,  but  the  debtor  was  again  missing,  and  was  not 
s-?vn  in  the  village  all  «lay.  The  young  deputy,  how- 
evw:r.  had  given  his  woixl,  'ih*I  krj*t  if  by  paying  the 
n:*  'Tiey  ou:  •  'f  his  own  |>vket.  The  next  morning  the 
•ivlinouen:  ar|>eareil  u{H>n  the  scene,  riding  a  fine 
:.  rv:-.  r*u:  ;•>  the  custom  of  the  country  did  not  per- 
:v..:  a  iv.ar/s  hi'r>o  to  Ix*  taken  from  him  while  he  was 
*n  his  Ku^k,  the  vour.c  officer  waiieil  until  he  saw  the 
:r.:-r.  liisvaour.t,  av.d  ti:e:i  reproaching  him  for  his 
>T\aol;  ot  taiih,  l:o  soir<\:  the  horse.  The  man  re- 
s.sttx:.  ar.ti  a  tV.riv^us  s:v::^^-o  folio wt\l.  during  which 
ho  s;u\\\\U\l  VI  n^vnv^;;r.::r.i:.  This  at  first  discon- 
vvr:t\i    ,laoks^>n.  bu:.  r.o:    ;o    iv   ouiwitteii   bv  this 
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anceavre,  be  held  on  to  the  bridle,  and  seeing  near 

1,  stable  door  standing  opon,  he  led  th«  horee  iip 

I  it,  and  quietly  told  the  man  ho  must  "  get  off  or 

be  knocked  off,"  the  doov  beiug  too  low  for  hiui  to 

go  through  on  horseback.    Thus  the  fugitive  was  fairly 

caught,  and  after  resisting  and  begging,  he  finally 

flipped  off  and  left  the  horse  in  the  possession  of  the 

Koang  representative  of  the  law. 

I  But  this  business  was  distasteful  to  Jackson,  and 

9  gladly  resigned  it  on  receiring  an  appointment  to 

s  Military  Academy  at  AVest  Point. 

L  Before  closing  this  chapter,  it  may  be  of  interest, 

lougb  it  will  be  anticipating  a  few  years,  to  know 

end  of  the  good   Uncle  Cummins,  who  was  a 

»nd    father   to  Thomas   in  his  boyhood.     After 

s  close  of  the  Mexican  war  and  the  annexation  of 

klifomia,  the  discovery  of'  gold  created  great  excite- 

(ent  throughout  the  country,  and  caused  a    tide  of 

Migration  to  the  Far  West.     Catching  the  pojtular 

ptbusiasm,  and  inflamed,  perhaps,  with  a  spirit  of 

adventiii-e,  this  uncle,  though    in    his  fiftieth  j'ear, 

left  his  Vir^nia  home  and  travelled  by  wagon-train 

itcross  the  plains,  but  lived  only  a  few  months  after 

reaching  the   Pacific  coast.      His  nephew,  Thomas, 

inherited  a  few  hundred  dollars  from  his  estate,  which 

he  ■  gave  to  his  aunt,  Mrs.  White,  who  was  then  in 

straitened  cii-cumstances,  in  gratitude  for  having  given 

him  a  liome  when  he  was  first  separated  from  his 

LOther. 


CHAPTER  III. 

FOUR  YEARS  AT  WEST  POINT— 1842-1846. 

While  the  young  Virginian  was  riding  over  the 
hills  of  his  native  county,  enforcing  the  law,  he  was 
dreaming  of  other  things.  A  desire  for  knowl- 
edge had  been  the  passion  of  his  youth.  With  the 
pride  of  descent  from  a  family  that  had  stood  high  in 
the  country  round,  he  felt  deeply  the  disadvantages 
which  his  early  orphanage  and  poverty  had  entailed 
upon  him,  and  was  ambitious  to  make  a  position  for 
himself,  and  keep  up  the  prestige  of  his  name.  He 
had  determined  to  earn  the  means  to  procure  a  liberal 
education,  when  the  opportunity  came  in  a  way  he 
had  not  anticipated.  A  young  man  from  the  Con- 
gressional district  in  which  ho  lived  had  received 
an  appointment  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point,  but  after  entering  had  found  that  the  disci- 
pline and  the  hard  study  were  too  severe  to  suit  his 
self-indulgent  tastes,  and  resigned  in  disgust  and  re- 
turned home.  Of  course,  this  was  the  talk  of  the 
neighborhood ;  and  one  day  that  Uncle  Cummins  was 
having  his  horse  shod,  the  blacksmith  looked  up  and 
said  :  "  Now  here  is  a  good  cliance  for  Tom  Jacksoa, 
as  he  is  so  anxious  to  get  an  education."  His  uncle 
caught  at  the  suggestion,  and  going  home  told  his 
nephew  of  the  op}>ortunity  to  get  a  cadetship  at  West 
Point,  which  fired  his  heart  with  such  eager  hope  that 
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he  began  at  onee  liia  efforts  to  secure  the  vacant  posi- 
I  lion.  He  had  many  friends  who  had  observed  his  manly 
spirit,  and  were  ready  to  help  him ;  and  all  joined  in  a 
I  letter  to  the  Hon,  Samuel  Hays,  member  of  Congress 
[  from  the  district,  asking  hira  to  use  his  influence  to  have 
[  him  appointed.   Of  a  prominent  lawyer  connected  with 
I  his  own  family,  the  young  applicant  felt  at  liberty  to 
I  request  a  more  confidential  testimonial,  but  he  was 
I  asketl  "  if  he  did  not  fear  that  his  education  was  not 
[  Buiflcient  to  enable  him  to  enter  and  sustain  himself  at 
[  West  Point."'     For  a  moment  his  countenance  fell,  but, 
f  looking  up,  he  replied :  "  I  know  that  I  shall  have  the 
application  necessary  to  succeed ;  I  hope  that  I  hare 
the  capacity ;  at  least,  I  am  determined  to  try,  and  I 
frant  you  to  help  me."    This  friend  did  help  him.  and 
L  wrote  a  letter  of  hearty  commendation,  in  which  ho 
K'dn'elt  e3|)eoiaUy  u[X)n  his  courage  and  resolution.    As 
I  iooQ  03  the  letters  were  desimtched  to  "Washington,  he 
I'jb^an  to  review  his  studies,  in  which  he  was  assisted 
I  by  a  lawyer  in  Weston,  who  made  it  a  labor  of  love, 
tin  due  time  the  answer  came  from  Mr.  HavB,  promis- 
ing to  do  all  in  his  power  to  secure  the  apijointment, 
tod  Jnoksnn  resolved  at  once  to  go  to  Washington,  to 
I  ready  to  proceed  to  West  Point  without  a  mo- 
inl's  delay.     So  eager  was  he  to  start  that  ho  did 
bot  wait  for  any  preparations,  but,  packing  his  plain 
*war»irobe  into  a  pair  of  saddle-bags,  he  mounted  a 
horse  near  sundown,  and,  accompanied  by  a  servant 
who  was  to   bring   the   horse  homo,   hurried   off  to 
P  CSarksburg  to  catch  the  stage-coach.    Upon  his  arrival 
fonnd  that  the  coach  had  already  passed,  but, 
lothitig  dannted,  he  galloiwd  on  and  overtook  it  at 
Ibe  next  stopping-place,  and  cuntinued  his  journey. 
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Arrived  at  "WaBhington,  he  went  straight  to  Mr. 
Hays,  who  showed  his  interest  and  kindaess  by  taking 
.him  immediately  to  the  Secretaty  of  War;  and  in  pre- 
senting him,  explained  the  disadvantages  of  bis  educa- 
tion, Ijut  begged  for  him  favor  on  account  of  his  manly 
determination.  The  Secretary  plied  hira  with  ques- 
tions, and  an  eye-witness  describes  the  parlej'  between 
them  as  being  "  gruff  and  heroic,  but,  with  the  grit  of 
Old  Hickory,  this  young  Jackson  was  neither  to  be 
bluSed  nor  driven  from  his  purpose,"  and  so  mucli 
pleased  was  the  Secretary  with  his  manliness  and 
resolution  that  he  gave  him  the  apppointment  and 
said  to  him:  "Sir,  you  have  a  good  name.  Go  to 
West  Point,  and  the  first  man  who  insults  you  knock 
him  down,  and  have  it  charged  to  my  account !" 

Mr.  Hays  kindly  invited  him  to»si>end  a  few  days 
with  him  in  Washington  to  see  the  city,  but  with  the 
one  all-absorbing  thought  now  in  his  mind  of  that 
long-desired  education  coming  within  his  gi-asp,  he  de- 
clined, saying  that  one  view  from  the  top  of  the  Capi- 
tol would  be  all  that  he  could  treat  himself  to  at  that 
time.  Accordingly  he  ascended  the  dome,  and  took  a 
view  of  the  magnificent  panorama  before  him,  and 
then  immediately  proceeded  on  his  journey. 

Mr,  Hays  gave  him  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the 
faculty,  bearing  testimony  to  his  excellent  character 
and  coura^ous  spirit,  and  asking  that  due  allowance 
be  made  for  his  limitetl  education ;  and  his  letter  had 
such  weight  that  thu  authorities  were  very  lenient  in 
their  examination,  and  he  was  admitted.  Here  then, 
in  June,  1843,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  we  And  him 
where  ho  had  so  longed  to  be,  a  cadet  in  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point.     His  friends  had  donL^  for 
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:m  all  they  could ;  henceforth  hia  career  was  to  de- 
ind  upon  himself. 

When  he  entered  upon  his  studies,  he  was  made  at 
to  feel  his  deficiency  in  preparation.    An   old 
friend  an<l  fellow-classmate  says :  "  lie  had  a  rough 
time  in  the  Academy  at  tirst.  for  his  want  of  previous 
training  placed  hiin  at  a  great  disadvantage,  and  it 
was  all  he  could  do  to  pass  his  Jlrst  examination.     We 
were  studying  algebra,  and  maybe  analytical  geome- 
try, that  winter,  and  Jackson  was  very  low  in  his  class 
standing.    All  lights  were  put  out  at '  taps,'  and  just 
before  the  signal  he  would  pile  up  his  grate  with  an- 
thracite coal,  and,  lying  prone  before  it  on  the  floor, 
would  work  aivay  at  hia  lessons  by  the  glare  of  the 
fire,  which  scorched  his  very  bmin,  till  a  late  hour  of 
the  night.    This  evident  determination  to  succeed  not 
only  aided  his  own  efforts  directly,  but  impressed  his 
instructors  in  his  favor,  and  ho  rose  steadily  year  by 
till  we  used  to  say;  'If  we  had  to  stay  here 
ither  year,  "old  Jack"  would  be  at  the  head  of 
;lhe  class.'     ...  I  believe  he  went  through  the  very 
trying  ordeal  of  the  foui-  years  at  West  Point  without 
ITCT  having  a  hard  word  or  a  bad  feeling  from  cadet 
professor;  and  while  there  were  many  who  seemed 
suqHUts  him  in  the  graces  of  iutellect.  in  geniality, 
id  in  good-fellowship,  there  was  no  one  of  our  class 
ho  mure  absolutely  [x^ssessed  the  respect  and  cond- 
loe  of  all.*' 

Ho  himself  said  that  he  "  studied  ver^  hard  for  what 
got  at  West  Point,"  and  after  entering  and  seeing 
ie  amonnt  of  study  he  had  to  do,  and  the  large  num- 
of  cadets  who  failed  annually,  lie  fully  expected 
be  ilismisse^l  at  the  close  of  his  first  year,  and  in 
3 
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anticipation  he  endured  all  the  mortificatioo  of  going 
home  and  being  IaugLe<l  at;  and  lie  even  prepared 
what  he  would  say  to  his  young  friends,  ioteodiiig  lo 
tell  them.  "  If  thfy  had  been  there,  and  found  il  as 
hard  as  he  did,  they  woald  linve  failed  too."  Ue  was 
always  amused  when  s{>eakinj^  of  Ibis  periotl  of  his 
life,  and  of  the  importance  he  then  atlacii«d  to  Uw 
opinions  of  his  young  friends  and  conipani<.>as.  But 
to  bia  surprise  he  passed  his  first  year,  and  from  that 
time  he  made  steady  progress  nntil  nt  the  end  of  four 
years  be  gradnated,  seventeenth  in  a  lai^  and  dtstin- 
gniahed  class  of  over  seventy.  Amoof;  bis  classmates 
were  (iener«ls  McClellan,  Foster.  Reno.  Stonemu, 
CoDch,  and  Gibbon,  of  the  Federal  army ;  and  Genenb 
A.  P.  Hill,  Pickett,  Manry.  D.  R.  Joo«,  W.  D.  Smith, 
and  Wilcox,  of  the  Confederate  army. 

When  he  went  to  AVest  Point  be  was  fresh  VdA 
nddy  in  comfdexion.  but  liad  not  yd  attsined  bis  foil 
height,  and  is  described  as  being  a  rieDcler  lad,  who 
walked  rapidly,  with  his  bead  bent  forward.  He  bad 
a  grave,  thoogfatfal  face ;  bat  when  anything  interested 
or  excited  him  bis  form  became  erect,  bts  eyes  flashed 
Uke  steel,  and  a  smile,  as  sweet  as  a  woman's,  wovld 
inamine  his  wbc^  face."  The  life  be  led  there,  and. 
tbe  ooBsuat  exerdee  of  drUHiur.  sooo  developed  bis 
bamev  aad  be  became  nrr  cfect,  gmr  npidlv.  and 
|«gwlw>  »  te^  BofcBegir  afpeftraace.  Tbe  haUts  of 
■etw  aad  system  wbtdi  an  taa^t  at  West  Point 
>  to  Um  thnmgb  lilik  ami  pnctaaKtr  WM  ercr 
I  hf  bim  as  a  ratae.  la  bis  iaicr^aww  wiA 
•  b»  ««s  Ml  socnbbk  oae^  with  a  fMT 
'  M  bv  was  iHTamUy  kiad  aad 
t  aU,  wad  alw;fcy«  mdy  to  a^  in 
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the  sick  and  in  helping  those  who  were  in  trouble. 
During  his  second  yeiir  he  was  known  to  receive  some 
demerits,  which  he  hatl  not  incurred  himself,  but  he 
chose  nithep  to  bear  the  blame  silently  than  to  expose 
L  those  who  had  unjustly  cast  it  upon  him.     He  said  be 
I  did  not  remember  to  have  spoken  to  a  lady  during  the 
[  whole  time  he  was  at  West  Point,  but  he  devoted  bim- 
Self  with  all  bis  mind  and  soul  to  bis  studies,  giving 
but  little  time  or  thought  to  anything  else.     After  his 
arduous  daily  studies,  be  found  recreation  in  walking, 
and  with  a  companion  or  alone  he  wandered  over  the 
beautiful  bills  and  valleys  around  West  Point,  and  de- 
I  lighted  in  climbing  Fort  Putnam,  or  "  Old  Put,"  as 
I  the  cadets  called  this  great  cliff,  which  is  a  very  strik- 
ing feature  in  the  scenery,  and  from  which  he  greatly 
enjoyed  the  fine  view  of  the  majestic  river,  and  the 
varied  and  lovely  landscape. 

While  at  AVest  Point  he  compiled  in  a  private  blank- 
book,  for  his  own  use,  a  set  of  rules  and  maxims  re- 
[  lating  to  morals,  manners,  dress,  choice  of  friends,  and 
f  the  aims  of  life.  Perhaps  the  most  characteristic  of 
fi  maxims  was,  *'  I'&u  mm/  he  whatever  you  resolve 
f  to  Af ;"  but  otiiers  will  show  the  standards  by  which 
L  he  8ba])eil  bis  own  conduct  and  character : 

"Through  life  let  your  principal  object  be  the  dis- 
^arge  of  duty. — Disregard  public  opinion  when  it 
interforex  with  your  duty. — Endeavor  to  be  at  pence 
I  with  all  men. — Sacrifice  your  life  rather  than  your 
tword. — Endeavor  to  do  well  everything  which  you 
fclinderteke.— Never  speak  disrespectfully  of  any  one 
Pirithout  a  cause. — Spare  no  effort  to  suppress  selfish- 
rnea.'!,  unlessthat  etfoit  would  entail  sorrow. — Lot  your 
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conduct  towards  men  have  some  uniformity. — Tempeiv 
aiice :  Eat  not  to  dulness,  drink  not  to  elevatioa.— Si- 
lence; Speak  but  what  may  benefit  others  or  yonr- 
self ;  avoid  trifling  conversation. — Resolve  to  perform 
what  you  ought ;  perform  without  fail  what  you  re- 
solve.— Frugahty  :  Jlake  no  expense  but  to  do  good 
to  others  or  yourself ;  waste  nothing. — Industry :  Lose 
no  time;  be  always  employed  in  something  useful;  cut 
oif  unnecessary  actions.  —  Sincerity :  Use  no  hurtful 
deceit ;  think  innocently  and  justly,  and  if  you  s]}eak, 
speak  accordingly. — Justice  :  Wrong  no  man  by  doing 
injuries,  or  oTnitting  the  benefits  that  are  your  duty. 
— Motleration :  Avoid  extremes ;  forbear  resenting  ia- 
juries  as  much  as  j'ou  think  they  deserve.  Cleanli- 
ness: Tolerate  no  uncleanliness  in  body,  clothes,  or 
habitation.  Tranquillity :  Be  not  disturbed  at  trifles, 
nor  at  accidents,  common  or  unavoidable. 

"  Motives  to  action :  1.  Regard  to  your  own  happi- 
ness. 2,  Kegard  for  the  family  to  which  you  belong. 
3.  Strive  to  attain  a  very  great  elevation  of  charac- 
ter, 4.  Fix  u|X)n  a  high  standard  of  action  and  char- 
acter. 

"It  is  man's  highest  interest  not  to  violate. or  attempt 
to  violate,  the  rules  which  Infinite  Wisdom  has  laid 
down.  The  means  by  which  men  are  to  attain  great 
elevation  may  be  classed  in  three  divisions — physical, 
mental,  and  moral.  Whatever  relates  to  health,  be- 
longs to  the  first;  whatever  relates  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  mind,  belongs  to  the  second.  The  for- 
mation of  good  manners  and  virtuous  habits  consti- 
tutes the  third. 
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"  Choice  of  Friends,  1.  A  man  is  known  by  the 
oompaoy  he  keeps.  2,  Be  cautious  in  your  selection. 
3.  There  ia  danger  of  catching  the  habits  of  your  as- 
sociates. 

"  i.  Seek  those  who  are  intelligent  and  virtuous ; 
and,  if  possible,  those  who  are  a  little  above  you,  es- 
pecially in  moral  excellence. 

It  is  not  desirable  to  have  a  large  number  of 
intimate  friends  ;  you  may  have  many  acquaintances, 
but  few  intimate  friends.  If  you  have  wic  who  is 
iirhat  be  should  be,  you  are  comparatively  happy. 

"  That  friendship  may  be  at  once  fond  and  lasting, 
there  must  not  only  be  equal  virtue  in  each,  but  virtue 
of  the  same  kind :  not  only  the  same  end  must  be  pro- 
pose<I,  but  the  same  means  must  be  approved." 


He  iiad  also  copied  the  following  rules  from  a 

)ok  of  etiquette  on  Politeness  and  Good-hreed'mg : 


'•Good-breeding,  or  true  ixiUteness,  ia  the  art  of 
lowing  men  by  external  signs  the  internal  regard 
We  have  for  them.  It  arises  from  good  sense,  im- 
proved by  good  company.  It  must  be  acquired  by 
practice  and  not  by  books. 

'•  Be  kind,  condescending,  and  affable.    Any  one  who 

has  anything  to  say  to  a  fellow-being,  to  say  it  with 

L  kind  feeUngs  and  sincere  desire  to  please ;  and  this, 

(whenever  it  is  done,  will  atone  for  much  awkwardness 

1  the  manner  of  expression. 

"  Good-breeding  is  opposed  to  selfishness,  vanity,  or 

pride.     Never  weary  your  company  by  talking  too 

'  long  or  too  frequently.     Always  look  people  in  the 

fact-  when  addressing  thera,  and  generally  when  they 
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ii:»ires5  T.:a.     y-*r?r  <fl£rnas  the  whole  coiiTersation 
*•    T:iir^t^    Sit  as  iitile  of  ToarsdEt  and  friends  as 

*  iLiA*  .-  X  nl*r  2e^»*r  :•:•  accuse  withoat  doe  con- 

s.-i-rnri.c  iCT  ^It  op  adwx!iatK>ii  of  men.    Xever  trv 

:     izr^jLT  zi'-r?  irise  •:*  learned  than  the  rest  of  the 

•  r^:;iz.T.     Vic  thj.:  v.:^  siii-mld  aJfect  ignorance^  bat 

rzi^av.  p  :.j  prTT.iin  -s-izii:!!  y«Mxr  own  proper  sphere.^ 

iKriz^  :r.e5«r  fifip  t-tots  ac  the  Militarr  Academv 
ii-r  Liii  'c:  t:^^  r-^rs+i-caL  •iifficaitT.    This  was  caused 

V  .s!i..:lrr  ':ii.:r-:  ohaCi-in:?  his  oncleoned  musket  for 
.'^  :-^>..r.'f,  tt:.::;!  -ivas  always  kept  in  perfect  order. 
T.r   :r.:k    -:■.<  verv  54»n  Jiso^vered  bv  the   latter, 

'..■  -^-t  iJisT  loior.  rVlL  a:  once  up«>n  the  real  culprit:  but 
;:-  :...-  i:\;r.  :  •rtun.-.r'fiy  l:iJ  a  private  mark  upon  it,  he 
kr.frv  it  c«'uM  l»ir  :'i'r!i:itie»l :  so  after  teUing  the  cap- 
*...':n  of  thf-  c:ro'jr::s:anv?es,  he  quietly  bided  his  time 
>;:.:;!  rliat  ».v»r.:ri:  itt  the  insj^eotion  of  arms,  when  his 
f  i^-an.  shininir  iniiskt.^t  was  found  in  the  hands  of  the 
rri?in  whom  he  had  su>{>ecteil.  wiio,  when  he  was  ac- 
(■]<oi\  of  the  dishonorable  deet.1,  aitempteil  to  shield 
hiiris<^*lf  bv  tellir.i:  a  falsehoo^l.  Jackson,  who  was 
di^^'hst^fd  v.itli  th»-  indnlonce  and  meanness  of  the  ca- 
i\f'i.  df;clurr.*<l  that  lie  was  a  disirrace  to  the  Academv, 
jind  that  h^;  wr^uld  have  him  court-mart iiUknl  and  dis- 
nii-*scd.  It  wiis  only  by  the  urgent  remonstrance  of 
br;th  (;;idfts  and  professoi-s  that  he  could  be  induced 
to  rrjvo  up  his  determination.  The  disgrace  of  the 
young  man  fA-ertook  him,  however,  in  a  short  time 
jil'Icr,  when  h(»  was  exi)ellod  from  the  Academv  for 
violiit  ing  liiH  parol*!  of  honor. 

.IiKikHon  gruduaUMl  on  the  30th  of  June,  1S4:G,  at  the 
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age  of  twenty-two  years,  and  received  the  brevet  rank 
of  second  lieatenant  of  artillery.  His  attachment  to 
his  Alma  Mater  was  very  strong,  and  upon  revisiting 
the  place,  on  a  bridal  tour,  in  the  summer  of  1857,  his 
delight  was  unbounded.  The  reunion  with  his  old 
professors  and  brother-officers  was  most  cordial  and 
gratifying,  and  with  the  latter  he  had  long  talks  and 
many  hearty  laughs  over  old  barrack  yeminiscences. 
At  the  dawn  of  day  he  was  oflf  to  climb  the  heights 
of  Fort  Putnam,  and  once  more  to  enjoy  the  view 
of  the  Hudson,  winding  among  the  hills  and  dales  of 
that  enchanting  region.  There  was  scarcely  a  spot 
that  he  did  not  visit  in  and  around  West  Point. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

TIIK   WAK  WITH   MEXICO— 1846-1848. 

TThkn  younjr  Jackson  graduated  at  West  Point,  the 
war  with  Mexico  had  begun,  and  his  whole  class  was 
onlered  to  proceoil  at  once  to  the  scene  of  action.  Our 
lieutenant  had  onlers  to  rejx)!!  immediately  for  duty 
witli  the  Fii'st  Kt^iment  of  Artillery,  and  went  direct- 
ly to  New  Orleans,  fix>ni  which  he  sailed  for  Mexico. 
General  AVintield  Scott  was  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  annv  of  the  United  States.  The  war  contin- 
ued  two  years,  and  Jackson  was  in  most  of  the  battles 
that  were  foiicrht  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  fall  of  the 
capital,  which  ended  hostilities. 

On  the  Ml  of  March,  1S47,  thirteen  thousand  five 
liundred  men  landed  in  one  day  upon  the  o])en  beach 
near  Vera  (.'ruz;  and  as  thev  disembarked  from  the 
many  vessels  of  the  scpiadron,  under  a  cloudless  sky, 
and  marched  in  perfect  order,  witli  martial  music 
and  colors  flyino:,  amid  the  cheers  of  the  enthusiastic 
soldiers,  and  took  their  positions  by  sunset,  it  was  a 
spectacle  that  impressed  Lieutenant  Jackson  as  ex- 
ceedinfj:  in  brilliance  and  animation  any  that  he  had 
ever  witnessed.  The  citv  was  taken  in  a  few  da  vs. 
and  in  the  battle  Captain  John  Bankhead  IMagruder 
<^reatly  distinguished  himself  as  commander  of  his  bat- 
tery of  light  field  artillery.  He  was  a  very  strict  dis- 
ciplinarian, and  the  }K)sition  of  second  lieutenant  being 
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vacant  in  his  battery,  there  were  not  many  young 

■  cers  nho  desired  the  place.    But  Jackson,  who  saw  that 

''■s  Uangcra  and  bardshiiis  offered  advantages  for  quick 

Vroinotion,  applied  for  and  received  the  apimintment. 

Mfigrudep  was  a  daring  officer,  always  in  the  thickest 

■^f  the  tight,  where  his  dash  and  heroism  won  him  great 

'distinction,  in  which  his  subordinates  were  bound  to 

sliare,  and,  of  course,  had  the  opportunity  of  winning 

glory  for  themselves. 

In  the  battle  of  Cherubusco  Captain  Magruder  lost 
bis  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Johnstone,  early  in  the  action ; 
and  as  Jackson  bad  to  take  his  place,  he  was  advanced 
nest  in  command  to  the  captain,  whom  we  will  leave 
to  describe  tlie  manner  in  which  bis  young  lieutenant 
acquitted  himself.  In  hia  official  report,  Captain  Ma- 
grnder  says:   "In  a  few  moments,  Lieutenant  Jack- 

tlon,  commanding  the  second  section  of  the  battery, 
who  bad  opened  fire  ujwn  the  enemy's  works  from  a 
position  on  the  right,  hearing  our  fire  still  further  in 
front,  advance<l  in  handsome  style,  and  being  assigned 
by  me  to  the  post  so  gallantly  filled  by  Lieutenant 
—  Johnstone,  kept  up  the  fire  with  great  briskness  and 
^■iffect.    Hie  conduct  was  equally  conspicuous  during 
HbiB  whole  day,  and  I  cannot  too  highly  commend  him 
^Ho  the  major-general's  favorable  consideration."     Fop 
hb  gallantry  in  this  battle  he  was  promoted  to  the 
brevet  rank  of  captain. 

In  storming  the  Castle  of  Chapultepec,  Captain  Ma- 
gmder  again  compliments  him  highly,  and  recom- 
mends him  for  promotion  thus :  "  I  beg  leave  to  call 
B  attention  of  the  major-general  commanding  to  the 
londuct  of  Lieutenant  Jackson  of  the  First  Artillery. 
t  devotion,  industry,  talent,  and  gallantry  are  the 


4S  LIFE  OP   GE!«EKAL  THOMAi  J.  JACKSON'. 

highest  qnalities  of  a.  soldier,  then  is  be  entitled  to 
the  distinction  which  their  possession  confers.  I  have 
been  ably  seconded  in  all  the  operations  of  the  bat- 
tery by  him:  and  upon  this  occasion,  when  circum- 
stances pluced  him  in  command,  for  a  short  time,  of 
an  independent  section,  he  proved  himself  eminentlv^ 
worthy  of  it."" 

General  Soott,  in  his  official  report,  makes  honom- 
ble  mention  of  the  \m.n  young  Jackson  bore  in  this 
assault,  and  Generals  Pillow  and  Worth  both  add  their 
testimony  to  bis  meritorious  conduct.  General  Pillon- 
gays :  *•  The  advanced  section  of  the  battery,  undw- 
command  of  the  brave  Lieutenant  Jackson,  was  dread- 
fully cut  up,  and  almost  disabled.  .  .  .  Captain  Ma- 
gruder's  battery,  one  section  of  which  was  sen'ed 
with  great  gallantry  by  himself  and  the  other  by  bis 
brave  lieutenant,  Jackson,  in  face  of  a  galling  fire 
from  the  enemy's  position,  did  invaluable  service." 

General  Worth  speaks  of  hira  as  "  the  gallant  Jade- 
son,  who,  although  he  had  lost  most  of  his  horses  and 
many  of  his  men,  continued  chivalrously  at  his  port, 
combating  with  noble  courage.'' 

A  brother  officer,  who  was  not  only  an  eye-witneas, 
but  an  actor  in  the  storming  of  Chapultepec,  gives 
the  following  details  of  Jackson's  part  in  the  as- 
sault : 

"  Lieutenant  Jackson's  section  of  Magruders  batterj^ 
wassnbjected  to  a  plunging  fire  from  the  Castle  of  Ohai 
pultepec.  The  little  six-pounders  could  effect  notbmg 
against  the  guns  of  the  Mexicans,  of  much  heavier  oati 
bre,  firing  from  an  elevation.  The  horses  were  killed 
or  disabled,  aud  the  men  became  so  demoralized  that 
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tliey  deserted  the  guna  and  sought  shelter  Iwhind  a 
wall  or  embankmeat.    Lieutenant  Jackson  remained 

t«t  the  guns,  walking  Imck  and  forth,  and  kept  saying, 
*  See,  there  is  no  danger ;  1  am  not  hit '.'    Wliilo  stand- 
;ing  with  his  legs  wide  apai-t,  a  cannon-ball  passed  be- 
tween them ;  and  this  fact  probably  prevented  him 
from    having  any  confidence   in  what  the  soldiers 
playfully  called  being '  stung  by  a  bomb.'    The  assault- 
ing columns  for  the  storming  of  Chapultej>ec  consisted 
of  250  regulars  from  Twiggs's  Division  and  250  regu- 
lars from  Worth's.     These  were  all  volunteers  for  the 
forlorn  hope.     The  oiReei-s  and  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers were  induced  to  volunteer  by  the  promise  of  pro- 
inotion,  and  the  men  by  the  promise  of  pecuniary  re- 
ward.    The  rifle  regiment  under  Colonel  Persifer  F. 
Smith,  the  Palmetto  Regiment,  and  the  Marine  Bat- 
^^lion  under  Major  Twiggs  (brothei*  of  the  general) 
Hfenpportcd  the  storming  party  from  Twiggs's  Division. 
I.  W  hen  the  castle  was  cai>tured,  many  of  the  storraers 
dispersed  in  search  of  plunder  and  liquor.     A  few  pur- 
811^  promptly  the  retreating  column  of  Mexicans. 
Ijentenants  D,  H.  Hill  and  Barnard  Bee  followed 
vdown  the  causeway  towards  the  Garita  of  San  Cosme. 
VEvery  shot  told  on  the  huddled  and  demoralized  thou- 
lands  of  Mexicans,  but  their  lire  back  upon  the  thirsty, 
mrsning  Americans  was  harmless.     After  the  chase 
Pl»d  been  continued  over  a  mile,  Lieutenant  Jackson 
'  came  up  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  joined  the 
two  young  offlcere.     Tliey  now  pressed  on  vigorously. 
Captain  Magruder  himself  soon  apfwared  with  cais- 
sons and  men,  but  no  additional  guns.    lie  expressed 
a  fear  of  losing  the  two  guns,  as  the  division  of  Gi 
I  «nil  Worth  was  far  in  the  rear,  but  he  yielded  to  the 
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solicitations  of  the  yonng  men,  and  continued  th^ 
marcti.  Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  Captain  Magru- 
der  a  column  of  two  thousand  cavalry,  under  General 
Ampudia,  made  a,  demonstration  of  charging  upon  the 
guns.  They  were  unlimbered,  and  a  rapid  fire  was 
oijened  upon  the  Mexii-ans.  who  retreated  without  &t- 
tacking  the  artillery.  It  was  not  judged  prudent  to 
procoetl  farther,  and  the  command  halted  until  Gen- 
eral Worth  came  up.  The  part  jilayed  later  in  the 
day  by  the  battery  at  the  Garita  of  San  Cosrae  is  men- 
tioned in  the  official  re|X)rts.  For  gallantry  in  the 
battles  of  Contreras  and  Cherubusco,  on  the  30th  of 
August,  Lieutenant  Jackson  had  been  brevetted  a  cap- 
tain; and  now  this  storming  of  Chapultepec.  on  the 
13th  of  September,  won  him  the  brevet  of  major.  In 
the  first  batch  of  brevettetl  jiromotiona  there  were  only 
five  or  six  who  received  double  brevets,  and  these 
were  the  first  who  were  promoted  on  recommenda- 
tions from  the  field."  Jackson  was  among  this  nnm- 
ber,  and  was  the  only  one  of  his  class  who  rose  to  this 
distinction.  "No  other  officer  in  the  whole  army  in 
Mexico  was  promoteil  so  often  for  meritorious  conduct 
or  made  so  great  a  stride  in  rank." 

In  the  storming  of  Chapultepec,  when  at  the  mo- 
ment of  greatest  danger  he  was  almost  deserted  by  his 
men,  he  refusetl  to  retire  without  orders  from  his  com- 
mander. However,  he  was  soon  relieved  by  reinforoe- 
menta.  Years  afterwards,  when  his  pupils  at  Lexing- 
ton were  asking  him  for  the  particulars  of  the  soeoe, 
he  modestly  doscrilied  it.  when  one  of  them  exclaimed, 
in  astonishment.  "  Major,  why  didn't  you  run  when 
your  command  was  so  disableii  i"   'With  a  quiet  smile 
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he  replied,  '■  I  was  not  ordered  to  do  so.  If  I  Lad 
been  ordered  to  ruu,  I  should  have  done  so;  but  I  was 
direct^  to  hold  my  ]>osition.  and  1  had  no  right  to 
abandon  it."  In  after-years  he  confessed  that  the 
l>art  he  played  in  stepping  out  and  assuring  his  men 
tliat  there  iraa  no  danger,  when  the  cannon-ball  passed 
l*eiween  his  legs,  was  the  only  wilful  falsehood  he 
ever  told  in  his  life !  In  speaking  of  the  storming  of 
Ghapultepec  to  a  friend,  he  described  one  of  those 
*wfu!  casualties  of  war  when,  in  consequence  of  some 
'"lisanderstanding  on  the  part  of  the  besieged  in  ob- 
*«>rTing  directions  to  clear  the  streets  of  the  city  of 
''<:>n-combatants,  the  guns  of  his  battery  were  ordered 
*<*  sweep  ft  street  which  was  filled  by  a  panic-stricken 
<^i^ivd,  and  after  the  smoke  of  tlie  churge  had  cleared 
'••^'Xayhe  could  trace  distinctly  the  track  of  destruc- 
tion his  own  gnus  had  made.  No  one  felt  more  than 
'*  ^  tlie  horrors  of  war ;  but,  with  his  high  sense  of  a 
s«:>I([ier's  duty,  he  felt  that  he  had  no  right  to  "  ask  tlie 
'■^ason  why,"  or  to  stop  to  consider  the  consequences, 
-^s  he  often  said,  " Mij  duty  is  to  obey  wders/" 

After  the  fxjcupation  of  the  citj'  of  Mexico  by 
tile  United  States  troops,  there  was  a  season  of 
■"^Bt  for  several  months,  which  was  very  refreshing 
**id  delightful  to  Major  Jackson;  and  as  he,  with  a 
i*^amber  of  other  officers,  had  their  quarters  in  the 
'*ational  jtalace,  he  used  to  say  jocularly  that  no  one 
came  nearer  to  realizing  the  bfiast  of  tlie  politicians 
•^f  the  day,  that  "their  soldiers  should  loilge  in  the 
l^lls  of  the  Montezumaa  1" 

Here  his  life  of  ease  and  luxury  was  quite  a  contrast 
^  the  stormy  ^leriod  through  which  he  had  jiassed ; 
and  when  we  hear  of  his  adopting  the  Spanish  cus- 
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toma— taking  liis  morning  cup  of  cofifee  liefore  rising, 
his  late  dinner,  in  which  Spanish  art  almost  rivalled  tW 
delicious  fruits  of  that  semi  tropical  climate— it  does  not 
surprise  us  that,  for  the  mere  delight  of  living,  he  con- 
Bidereil  the  city  of  Mexico  to  surpass  all  others  be  had 
ever  known.  But  notwithstanding  his  luxurious  ami 
attractive  surroundings,  the  young  soldier  never  neg- 
lected hia  duties,  which  he  |>erformed  with  the  utmost 
punctiliousness. 

After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and  the  peacefnl 
possession  of  the  capital  by  the  United  States  army, 
the  peo])le  began  to  yield  kindly  to  the  advances  of 
the  conquerors,  and  there  was  soon  a  friendly  com- 
mingling of  the  two  nations  which  bad  so  lately  been 
in  deadly  conSict,  The  homes  of  the  old  tujilau^ 
whose  pride  was  their  pure  (.^astilian  blood,  were 
opened  in  cordial  welcome  to  the  American  ufiicers; 
and  the  charms  of  society  never  had  greater  fascina- 
tion for  Major  Jackson  than  when  in  the  presence  of 
the  beaatif ul  and  graceful  Mexican  women.  However, 
there  was  one  drawback  to  bis  [terfect  enjoyment,  for, 
macb  as  he  could  feast  hi?  eyes,  he  could  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  conversing  with  these  charmers,  as  be  WM 
ignorant  of  their  language.  But  to  a  go-nhead  yoaag 
man  this  was  a  trifle  easily  overcome;  so  he  went  to 
work  an<i  studied  under  a  Sjmnish  gentleman,  until 
he  soon  learned  both  to  speak  and  read  Spanish  flu- 
ently, llis  admiration  for  the  language  was  great, 
aod  be  always  said  it  was  meant  for  lovers,  the  terms 
i>f  endearment  being  su  luusknl  and  abundant.  He 
adoptml  them  for  his  own  use.  and  delighietl  in  lav- 
ishing thtMii  ujKtn  tluxse  ilenrest  to  him.  Indeed,  he 
Mtknowledged  that  be  cauK-  ven-  itear  losing  his  heart 
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in  Mexico,  the  fascinations  of  at  least  one  dark-eyed 
seRorita  proving  almost  too  great  for  hia  resistance ; 
but  he  found  safety  in  comjreUing  himself  to  <liscon- 
tinue  his  visits,  and  thus  escaped  capture.     "  Discre- 
tion is  the  better  part  of  valor"  was  a  maxim  that  lie 
often  (jnoted.    He  formed  some  warm  attachments  for 
his   "  fine  Spanish  friends,"  as   he  called  them,  and 
bnnight  home  a  number  of  interesting  little  souvenirs 
with  which  they  presented  him ;  among  them  a  hand- 
some ])a[>er-knife,  card-cases,  gold  pencil,  and  a  mas- 
sive silver  spoon  that  might  have  been  designed  for 
royidty.  it  having  a  curious  little  compartment  in  the 
centre,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  poison !    Those  who 
^Jj^ew  him  afterwards  as  so  strict  and  rigid  in  his  ab- 
^Btinence  from  worldly  pleasures  may  be  surprised  to 
^|biow  that  as  a  young  man  he  was  very  fond  of  danc- 
^Tig,  and  participated  with  great  zest  in  the  balls  of 
the  pleasure  -  loving  Mexicans.     Years  later,  in  the 
privacy  and  freetlom  of  his  own  home  in  I^exington, 
^Ae  used  frequently  to  dance  the  polka  for  exercise. 
^Hnt  no  eye  but  that  of  his  wife  was  ever  permitted  to 
^Britness  this  recreation.     The  delicious  climate  and 
beautiful  scenery  of  Mexico,  with  its  wealtli  of  flow- 
era  and  tropical  fniitSL  so  charmed  him  that  he  often 
said  that  if  the  people  had  been  equal  to  their  climate, 
Hand  the  civil  and  rehgious  privileges  had  been  as  great 
^B»  those  of  his  own  country,  he  would  have  preferretl 
H*  home  there  to  any  other  part  of  the  world.     Yet  in 
the  midst  of  all  this  gayety  he  ha<i  his  sober  thoughts, 
and  it  was  while  still  in  Mexico  that  he  began  that 
Jigious  life  which  was  so  marked  in  all  his  future 
ireer. 
t  The  coEomanding  ofticer  of  his  regiment,  the  First 
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Artillery,  was  Colonel  Francis  Taylor,  an  earnest 
Christian,  who  labored  inucli  for  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  liis  soldiers.  He  was  the  tirst  man  to  speak  to  Jack- 
son on  the  subject  of  personal  religion,  with  whom  the 
sense  of  duty  was  so  strong  that  once  convinced  that 
a  thing  was  right  and  that  he  ought  to  do  it,  he  im- 
mediately undertook  it ;  and  so  he  resolved  to  study 
the  Bible  and  seek  all  the  light  within  his  reach.  At 
that  time  he  had  but  little  knowledge  of  creeds,  and 
no  special  preference  for  any  denomination.  His 
mother,  it  is  supposed,  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  but  after  hia  separation  from  her 
at  an  early  age  it  is  not  likely  that  he  received  any 
religious  instruction.  One  statement  is  that  his  mother 
had  him  baptized  in  infancy  hy  a  Presbyterian  clergy- 
man, the  Eev.  Asa  Brooks;  but  if  this  be  so,  it  is 
probable  that  he  did  not  know  it  himself,  or  he  woultl 
not  have  had  the  rite  administered  to  him  after  he 
was  groivn  to  manhood,  for  he  believed  in  infant  bajv 
tism.  lie  had  been  more  accustomed  to  the  Episco[)al 
service  than  any  other,  as  the  chaplains  at  West  Point 
and  in  the  army  had  been  chiefly  of  that  denomina- 
tion, and  his  friend  Colonel  Taylor  was  a  devout 
Episco])alian ;  but  he  determined  to  examine  all  the 
religious  creeds,  and  decide  for  himself  which  came 
nearest  to  his  ideas  of  the  Bible  standard  of  faith  and 
practice.  Being  then  in  the  midst  of  etlucated  Roman 
Catholics,  he  resolved  to  investigate  their  system,  and 
for  this  purfKoe  he  sought  the  acquaintance  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Mexico,  with  whom  he  had  several 
interviews.  He  believed  him  to  bo  a  sincere  and  de- 
vout man,  and  was  impressed  with  his  learning  and 
affability ;  but  the  venerable  prelate  failed  tu  convince 
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him  of  the  truth  of  his  tenets  nf  belief.  His  prefer- 
ence for  a  simpler  form  of  faith  and  ivorshij)  led  him 
to  wait  until  ho  could  have  the  opportunity  of  learn- 
ing more  of  other  churches. 

The  United  States  troops  returned  from  Mexico  in 
the  summer  of  18i8,  and  Major  Jackson's  command 
waa  stationed  for  two  years  at  Fort  Hamilton,  on 
Long  Island.  Here  he  led  a  cjuiet,  uneventful  life. 
forming  some  pleasant  friendships  among  the  res;i- 
dents,  and  especially  with  the  Indies  of  the  garrison. 
He  attended  with  more  diligence  than  ever  to  his  re- 
ligious duties,  hut  acknowledged  that  he  went  through 
ilia  Bihie  rea*Iing  and  prayers  with  no  feeling  stronger 
than  having  performed  a  duty.  Colonel  Taylor  was 
residing  near  him,  and  their  intercourse  was  delight- 
ful and  instructive  to  the  junior  officer,  who  always 
spoke  of  his  colonel  with  gratitude  and  reverence. 
The  chaplain  of  the  garrison  at  that  time  is  said  to 
have  been  a  Rev.  Mr.  Parks,  to  whom  Major  Jackson 
became  much  attache*.],  and  at  whose  hands  it  has 
been  pe|>orted  that  he  received  the  sacrament  of  bap- 
tism. That  he  had  such  a  friend  and  spiritual  ad- 
viser is  doubtless  true,  hut  that  he  was  JNiptized  liy 
him  is  a  mistake.  I  visited  Fort  Hamilton  a  few 
years  ago,  and  sought  out  the  little  chapel  in  which 
he  worshipped  while  there  (St.  John's  Episcopal),  and 
with  the  aid  of  one  of  the  wardens,  a  friend  of  Major 
Ja<^kson,  examined  the  records  of  the  church,  where 
appeared  the  following  entry  : 

"On  Sunday,  30th  day  of  April.  1S49,  I  baptized 
Thomas  Jefferson  Jackson,  major  in  the  U.  S.  jVrmy. 
Sponsors,  Colonels  Dimick  and  Taylor, 

•■  M.  ScHOKIBLD." 
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The  minister  very  naturally  made  the  mistake  of 
supj>osing  his  second  name  was  Jefferson,  instead  of 
Jonathan,  the  illustrious  President  of  that  name  hav- 
ing had  so  many  namesakes.    Upon  the  church  rec- 
onls  it  was  also  interesting  to  find  the  name  of  Robert 
E.  Lee,  Captain  Corps  Engineers,  as  a  vestryman  \^ 
1S42.    The  names  of  the  rectors  of  the  parish  up  to 
that  time  were  given,  but  that  of  Mr.  Parks  does  no^ 
ap|)ear  among  them.    It  is  my  impression  that  M^* 
Parks  luul  charge  of  a  church  in  the  city  of  Ne^ 
York,  as  I  have  heard  Major  Jackson  speak  warmly 
and  ij^ratefuUy  of  a  ministerial  friend  in  that  city;  ao^ 
as  Mr.  Parks  Wiis  an  alumnus  of  West  Point,  this  i^ 
most  i^n>lKible, 

.Vh  hough  lie  had  applied  for  and  received  the  sacn»- 
mont  of  Iviptism  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  his  minC 
was  not  yet  made  up  on  the  subject  of  churches,  an 
ho  chi^Si^  to  wail  for  further  opjx>rt unities  of  acquaint — ' 
ing  hims^^lf  with  the  creetis.    But  having  accepte^^ 
Jt^us  i'hrist  as  his  Siiviour  and  Redeemer,  he  wishecB- 
to  avow  his  faith  Ivfore  men,  and  became  a  member^ 
of  iliat  *'  Holv  Cathoho  Church*"  whose  creed  is  em-— 
bi\u\\l  by  all  ovaui^^lioal  donominations.      Baptism^ 
ii\  tiio  Kins<vj\il  Church  gave  him  the  right  to  be-^ 
lonio  a  vv^Miuumiamt,  and  with  this  privilege  he  was 
rx^utov.t.  ;i!\vl  lio  vlid  not  Apply  for  the  rite  of  con- 
tinual 


v^t: 


Oi\o  ot  :V.o  *j\oass\r.:  oxivriomvs  of  his  garrison  life 
c^*»  I  oi t  U.ir.i:::o.\  \\  .IS  :ho  hor^^back  exercise  he  daily 
»5^i  i^N^xsl  ii\,  ,iv.v;.  r\o;;:.:i\i  on  a  favorite  little  horse, 
"  \  .;v,v  \;*  :-o  rv\:o  ;//.  owr  :ho  country,  and  along  the 
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At  the  close  of  his  two  years'  term  of  service  at 
P'ort  KaraiUon,  Major  Jackson  was  ordered  to  Fort 
M!*atle,  near  Tampa  Bay.  in  Fionda,  where  he  re- 
mained about  six  monllis.  The  warm  climate  he 
foBnd  enervating  and  injurious  to  his  health ;  but  a 
*lelightful  change'  soon  came,  removing  him  to  the 
t^J-iicing  air  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia.  This  great 
'■"tilley.  which  lies  between  the  two  ranges  of  the  Blue 
itidge  and  Alleghany  Mountains,  is  justly  celebrate<l 
'^8  the  most  beautiful,  picturesque,  and  fertile  part  of 
'u«  State.  The  county  of  Rockbridge  derives  its 
™««.uie  from  the  Natural  Bridge,  where  a  massive  and 
'''^liil  arch  of  nxik  spans  a  chasm,  into  whose  depths  the 
'*^liolder  looks  down  with  awe.  At  the  liottom  of  the 
'"^'\'ine  a  little  stream  ripples  along,  adding  a  tender 
^*^tre  and  beauty  to  the  surrounding  sublimity  and 
^■•'Bndeur. 

^f  this  famous  county,  Lexington  is  the  capital 
'<"-»-v,ii.  ]f,  in  describing  this  little  gem  of  a  place,  I 
^*^^iii  extravagant,  the  reader  will  pardon  me,  since 
^^^M  was  centred  all  the  romance  of  my  life;  here 
'^'^re  spent  my  happiest  days;  and  it  is  still  to  me 
'*>«  most  sacred  of  all  places,  as  here  the  mountains 
'^^«])  watch  and  guard  around  the  home  and  the 
^-^^tabs  of  those  who  were  dearest  to  me  on  earth. 
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The  scenery  around  T^xington  is  exquisitely  beauti- 
ful, being  varied  by  ranges  of  mountains,  hills,  and 
valleys,  with  fine  forests  and  fertile  fields  of  fruit 
and  grain.  The  wealth  of  green  in  spring  and  sum- 
mer, the  resplendent  tints  of  autumn,  and  the  snow- 
cappeii  peaks  of  winter  present  a  i)erpetual  feast  to  the 
eye.  Some  of  the  inonntaina  take  their  names  from 
the  objects  which  they  are  supposed  to  resemble.  The 
most  distinctive  one,  as  seen  from  the  town,  suggests 
the  form  of  a  large  building;  hence  it  is  called  the 
"  House  Mountain."  It  is  a  very  striking  feature  in 
the  western  horizon,  and  is  most  beautiful  when  liglit- 
ed  up  by  the  setting  sun.  Another  ridge,  fi-om  some 
fancied  resemblance,  is  called  the  "  Hog's  Btick."  It 
is  a  fine  mountain  ridge,  in  spite  of  its  unromautic 
name. 

Lexington  has  long  been  noted  for  its  two  grand 
institutions,  one  of  which  was  founded  before  the 
Revolutionary  M'ar,  and  received  a  large  endowment 
from  the  father  of  his  country,  from  which  it  was 
called  Washington  College — a  name  that  it  continued 
to  bear  until  after  the  late  war,  when  General  Lee  be- 
came its  president,  upon  which  liis  name  was  also 
given  to  it,  so  that  what  was  before  Washington  Col- 
lege is  now  Washington  and  Leo  University.  Gen- 
eral Lee,  ami  his  son,  General  G.  W.  Cnstis  Lee,  ivho 
succeeded  him  in  the  pi-esidenoy.  have  improved  the 
spacious  grounds  till  they  are  as  attractive  as  a  city 
park.  The  former  built  the  cba|M>l,  which,  after  his 
death,  was  made  a  memorial  chapel  and  a  mausoleum, 
in  which  is  placed  Valentine's  exquisite  reenrobent 
statue  of  the  great  solilier.  Tills  is  to  the  visitor  the 
chief  attraction  of  l^exington. 


^^^^H       TUE   VIKGISIA   UlLITARTT   INSTITITPBl 

A  few  hundred  yards  beyond  the  University,  uiwn 
the  same  elevated  ridge,  but  farther  out  of  town, 
stands  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  with  its  castel- 
lated buildings  and  extensive  grounds.  The  barracks 
commanii  a  magnificeDt  view  of  the  country  for  miles 
a^»"ouQd.  This  school  was  founded  upon  the  moflel  of 
the  Uniteti  Status  Military  Academy,  and  is  called  the 
_  "  IVest  Point  of  the  South." 

k  The  society  of  Lexington,  as  is  usual  in  seats  of 
HtBenung,  is  so  cultivatetl  and  intelligent  that  it  h- 
**«ls  that  gathered  round  the  State  University  of 
'V'irginia.  But  apart  from  the  professors'  families, 
otlers,  attracted  by  these  opportunities  of  education, 
hiive  made  I^xington  their  home;  so  that  it  has  be- 
come known  in  all  the  country  not  only  as  a  seat  of 
learning,  but  of  geneiTil  cultivation,  refinement,  and 
hospitality. 

In  the  Military  Institute  Major  Jackson  was  elected 
Professor  of  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosopliy 
a-nd  Artillery  Tactics  on  the  27th  of  March,  1S51,  and 
thus  Ivcxington  became  his  homo  for  ten  years.  Of 
his  election  his  friend,  and  subsequently  his  brother- 
i-law.  General  D.  II.  Hill  (then  majorj,  gives  the  fol- 
>^V!ng  account : 


*'The  circumstances  attending  the  election  of  Major 

••ackson  to  a  chair  in  the  Virginia  Military  Institute 

K*ill  be  of  interest  to  those  who  believe  in  the  special 

■ovideiice  of  God.     It  will  be  remembered  that  Gen- 

"al  Scott  withdrew  from  General  Taylor  the  greater 

ttftion  of  his  regular  troops  for  the  invasion  of  Mex- 

JtCo  hy  the  Vera  Cruz  line.     The  troops  withdrawn 

l-fflarched  to  Cainargo,  where  they  took  river  steamei-s 
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to  Point  Isabel,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eio  Grande,  and 
waited  there  for  ocean  transports  to  take  them  to 
Vera  Cruz.  A  young  officer  who  had  servotl  with 
General  Taylor,  and  was  waiting  with  his  regiment 
on  the  beach  at  Point  Isabel,  strolled  over  one  after- 
noon to  eee  Captain  Taylor,  of  the  artillery.  While 
in  conversation,  Captain  Tuylor  said:  'Hero  comes 
Lieutenant  Jackson.  1  want  you  to  know  hira.  He 
was  constantly  rising  in  tlie  class  at  West  Point,  and 
if  the  eoursB  had  been  a  year  longer  he  would  have 
graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class.  He  will  make  his 
mark  in  this  war.'  The  young  men  were  introduced, 
and  soon  after  took  a  walk  on  the  beach,  Lieutenant 
Jackson  admiring  the  grandeur  of  the  ocean.  He 
said,  among  other  things :  '  I  envy  you  men  who  have 
been  in  battle.  How  I  would  like  to  be  in  one  battle!' 
and  expressed  the  feai'  that  the  war  might  come  to  an 
end  before  his  wish  could  be  gratified.  Little  did  he 
then  know  bow  many  scores  of  battles  he  would  dii-ect, 


^^^^       HOW   HE   TAME   TO   BE  A    PROFESSOR.  ■ 

and  how  breathlessly  the  two  divided  sections  of  the 
nation  would  watch  his  terrible  movements!  The 
two  young  officers  parted  to  meet  under  the  walls  of 
Vera  Cmz.  After  a  night  of  toil  they  sought  shelter 
under  a  sand-bank  to  snatch  a  few  hours'  sleep,  when 
an  enormous  shell  from  the  Castle  of  San  Juan  dt' 
riloa  came  crashing  through  their  shelter,  and  nearly 
ended  their  earthly  career.  They  were  side  by  sitle 
Ihe  pursuit  of  the  Mexicans  after  the  fall  of  Cha- 
ilte[)ec,  and  they  met  a^in  some  time  after  the  capt- 
e  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  war  closed.  Major 
fackson  remained  in  the  service." 

Major  Hill  himself  resigned,  and  accepted  a  profess- 
(Bhip  in  the  "College"  at  I,exington,  not  the-Mili- 
Mpy  Institute.  A  few  years  after  he  had  been  here 
Went  one  morning  to  see  Colonel  F.  JI.  Smith, 
Kperintendent  of  the  Institute,  and  found  him  much 
perplexed  in  consequence  of  a  difference  between  him- 
■Blf  and  the  Eoanl  of  \'isitors.  They  wished  to  elect 
to  a  professor  R,  E.  Rodes  (afterwards  major-general 
■  the  Confederate  army),  and  he  preferred  a  gradu- 
^  of  West  Point.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling 
Hong  them,  hut  a  coinpivDuiise  was  IJnally  effected, 
id  tbe  chair  was  offered  to  Professor  A.  P.  Stewart, 
I  graduate  of  West  Point,  but  at  that  time  in  Cum- 
wUnd  University,  Professor  Stewart  had  declined, 
•l  Colonel  Smith  apprehended  a  renewal  uf  the  old 
h«uble.  He  handed  an  Aimy  Catalogue  to  his  vis- 
r,  and  asked  him  to  suggest  a  suitable  officer  to  fill 
Hie  chair.  As  he  glanced  over  the  catalogue,  his  eye 
Mil  upon  the  name  of  Jackson,  and  the  conversation 
*ilh  Captain  Taylor  instantly  occurred  to  hiin^'"If 


liM  cnnne  had  beca  one  jeu-  ktogor;  Jackson  vow 
iHve  gndoatcd  at  the  html  of  hk  dan."    Cokad 
Saith  waa  piweJ  with  tbs  iiii  n^ested.     Id  a 
Inr  dan  he  itaited  for  Rich— owH,  where  tbete  vw 
«■  adjooned  weetiog  of  the  Board.     The  Hob.  Jda 
&  Oufisle,  reprewBtative  in  Cgograss  friMn  WesUn 
VirgiBia,  and  a  oonnectioo  of  Major  JadESOO,  ww  » 
toeoiber  of  the  BoanL,  and  heartily  endorsed  the  noo- 
inatioii.     It  was  thooght  desirable,  too,  tu  riect  a  pro- 
feMor  from  Western  Virginia  lo  swnire  patronage  from 
that  quarter,  meat  of  thu  cadets  then  comin^r  from  ihe 
£ast.     So  Major  Jackson  was  elected  ananimonslr  U> 
tbe  fhair  of  Natural  Philosophj,  Professor  Gilham 
j^tjuning  that  of  Chemistry. 

Xt  was  Ma jor  Jackson's  (xmoection  \rith  the  Virginia 

Uiliiarr  IiLstitnte  T^hich  opened  for  hiiu   his  career 

in  the  war.     ll  ulentified  him  with  the  Valley,  and 

o^TO  hi™  Valley  men  for  bis  soldiers.     It  made  him 

familiar  with  t^*  ground  upon  which  his  earliest  vio- 

ries  w-'"*  "'**°'     ^°^  ^^  '^'^*'  *  chain  of  api«irenlly 

rtoitous  circumstances  was  he  led   to   Lexington! 

The  ci>l»vpRatwn  at  Point  Isabel  was  the  first  link— 

,  ]^  inierwursv  l»etween  the  young  men  in  Mexico; 

\T    disagwment  between  Colonel  Smith  and    the 

lilrtl-   Professor  Stewart's  declining;  the   chance 

^t  10  Colonel  SmiOi's  offic^-these  were  the  sub- 

^"'lu'lhe^time  of  Major  Jackson's  acceptance  of  this 
.,v'.fes8orehip  his  health  wiis  not  good,  and  his  eyes, 
'  ■  11-  wPtw  SO  weak  that  he  had  to  exercise  great 
X»t  ^grhem.  „ev.  doing  so  at  night.  Th„, 
W  for  hi.  work,  a  tricnd  aaW  li.m  if  it  was  not 


"WilAT  I  WILL  TO  DO,  I  CAN  DO." 

hysicaUy  incaparitated  to  fill  it.  "  Not  in  the  least," 
&  hia  prompt  answer ;  "  the  appointment  came  un- 
Kgiit,  and  was  therefore  providential ;  and  1  knew 
bit  if  Providence  set  Die  a  task,  he  would  give  me  the 
prer  to  i»erform  it.  So  I  resolved  to  get  well,  and 
» see  I  have.  As  to  the  rest,  I  knew  that  what 
I  wilUd  to  do,  I  coTihl  do,'-  In  order  to  regain  hia 
toengtb  for  his  new  work,  he  spent  a  part  of  July 
(1  August  of  1851  on  Lake  Ontai'io,  and  the  rest  of 
the  aummer  in  charge  of  the  cor(}s  of  cadets  at  the 
Warm  Springs  of  Virginia,  from  which  he  wrote  to 
'b  nncle  Alfred  Xeale :  '■  I  have  reported  at  Lexing- 
ffl.  and  am  delighted  with  my  duties,  the  place,  and 
(be  people.  At  present  I  ani  with  the  corps  of  cadets 
li  this  place,  whei-e  we  may  remain  until  the  company 
iill  leave,  which  may  he  some  time  hence.  I  recruit- 
rt  very  rapidly  at  Lake  Ontario,  where  I  passed  part 
W  July  and  August.  It  would  have  given  me  much 
Measure  to  have  visited  you  during  the  ])ast  summer, 
Wt  1  am  anxious  to  devote  myself  to. study  until  I 
11  become  master  of  my  profession." 
In  removing  to  Lexington,  he  found  there  a  number 
^  elmrohes,  and  attende<t  one  and  another  to  see  which 

*  liked  best.     I'p  to  this  time  he  knew  scarcely  any- 
g  of  Presbyterianism.     Here  he  found  that  chm^h 

B  largest  and  most  influential,  embracing  many  of 
iemoBt  intelligent  families,  although  the  professors 

*  the  Institute  to  which  he  belonged  were  mostly 
Bpi«x)palian3.    The  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  chureh, 

'■William  S,  White,  was  a  devout  and  earnest  man 
i^Ood.  whose  kindness  and  affability  made  him  very 
Winning  to  the  young  and  to  strangers.  His  impres- 
Ue  and  persuasive  style  of  preaching  attracted  and 


&8 
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interested  the  new  professor,  who  soon  sought  his  a 
qiuintAOce.  and  then  bht  cxHinsel  in  religions  mattei 
The  simplidtr  of  the  Presbyterian  form  of  vrorshi^ 
and  the  preaching  of  her  well-eiincated  ministrr  ini 
pressed  him  miist  farnmbly.  ami  after  a  careful  study 
of  her  standards  of  faith  and  ptsctioe  he  gave  his  pref-* 
erence  to  that  church.     It  ha^  be«'n  said  tliut  he 
came  a  Presbyterian  br  marriage,  but  this  is  incorrectv' 
for  be  had  made  his  choic«  of  a  charch   before  h» ' 
made  cfaowe  of  a  wife,  and  he  was  of  too  inde[>endent 
and  inflexible  a  natnre  to  be  infloenoed  even  by  a  wife 
in  so  important  a  decision. 

In  his  frecjuent  internews  with  Dr.  White,  the  latter 
became  more  anil  more  iato^sted  in  tbe  earnest,  can- 
did inquirer;  and  allfaoogb  some  of  bts  theories  were 
not  in  strict  aooun)  with  Presbyterianism.  yet  his  pas- 
tor was  so  impressed  with  the  genuineness  of  bis  faith 
and  his  extreme  ooosci-cntioosness  that  he  did  not  hes- 
itate to  receive  him  to  the  communion.  He  mode  a 
public  profession  of  his  faith  on  the  32d  of  Xovember, 
ISol.  and  became  more  and  more  attached  to  the 
church  of  his  choice  with  tbe  lap^«  of  time;  his  diffi- 
culties of  doctriiwl  belief  all  \-anished,  and  he  was  a 
most  loyal  and  devoted  member  and  officer.  But  be 
was  tbe  furthest  possible  neiiiove  from  being  a  bigot. 
lib  riews  of  each  ilenouiinaiion  had  been  obtained 
from  itself,  not  frvmi  its  op^wnents.  Hence  he  could 
see  excellences  in  all.  Kren  of  the  Itoman  Catbolic 
Church  he  had  a  much  mor»«  favorable  impression 
than  most  IVotestanis.  and  he  fraternized  with  all 
entngelical  ileiKMuinaiions.  During  a  visit  to  New 
York  City,  tme  Sabbath  morning,  w«  chanced  to  find 
oureelves  at  the  door  of  an  Episcopal  church  at  the 
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Dur  for  worship.  He  proposed  that  we  should  enter ; 
ntl  as  it  was  a  day  for  the  celebration  of  the  com- 
kmiion,  he  remained  for  that  service,  of  which  he  par- 

1  in  the  most  devout  manner.  It  was  with  the 
ftmoet  reverence  and  solemnity  that  he  walked  up 
e  chancel  and  knelt  to  receive  the  elements.  In  his 
Aurcb  at  Lexington  it  has  been  said  that  he  was  an 
der,  but  he  never  rose  liigher  than  a  <leacon,  whose 
duiies  are  purely  temporal,  to  collect  the  alms  of  the 
thnrch  and  to  distribute  to  the  destitute.  These  hura- 
tile  duties  Major  Jackson  discharged  with  scrupidous 
fidelity.  Ills  pastor  said  he  was  the  best  deacon  in 
HiB  fhurch.  With  a  soldier's  training  of  obedience  to 
mperiop  command,  he  followed  out  the  same  principle 
in  his  church  duties,  going  to  his  pastor,  as  his  chief, 
fop  his  "  orders,"  and  "  reporting  "  Ids  jierformance  of 

m  in  a  military  way.  He  never  permitted  anything 
to  interfere  with  his  attendance  upon  the  monthly 
Meetings  of  deacons ;  and  to  a  brother-deacon,  who 
Wcnsed  his  absence  by  pleading  that  he  had  not  the 
time  to  attend,  he  said :  "  I  do  not  see  how,  at  that 

p,  we  can  possibly  lack  time  for  this  meeting,  or 
GU  have  time  for  anything  else,  seeing  it  is  set  apart 
ftff  this  business.'' 

Between  his  pastor  and  himself  existed  the  most 
OMifidential  relations,  and  he  consulted  him  as  he 
*onl(l  a  father,  regarding  him  as  a  man  of  great 
*oridly  wisdom  and  discretion,  as  well  as  a  faithful 
Itederof  his  nock.  "He  always  acted  on  the  princi- 
(^  that  he  was  as  really  bound  to  '  report'  the  condi- 
(Jooof  himself  and  family  to  his  pastor  as  the  latter 
Ww  to  minister  to  their  spiritual  wants." 
Few  men  liad  such  reverence  for  ministers  of  the 


-i  hifi  education  etwd 
|b^  'he  gift  of  speakings 

p  «ii-rf\xi  tue  piiipit.  la  A  Iflter  lo  U** 
,  Xts.  KoUe.  L<-  gud :  -  Hie  enbjert  of  becoming 
1  of  the  axjsi  has  often  aeriooslv  engaged  m^ 
1,  mmi  1  Rg»nl  it  as  tbe  most  noble  of  all  prc^ 
It  ns  tike  fraktaaa  of  our  di\-ine  Ileileeiti' 
['  mt,  and  I  sbosM  not  be  oirpnsed  were  I  to  die  n|)on  ^> 
■maerial  armor,  fighting  nndeC 
r  tlw  buiBer  of  Jesaa.  WfaaU  ooald  be  more  glorioas  'f 
But  mr  coDiicdoa  is  that  I  am  doijig  good  heiv.  aniX 
that  for  the  present  I  am  where  God  wogM  have  ni9 
be.  Within  the  Usl  few  dajs  I  have  fplt  an  UDUSoaL 
retigioQs  jor.  I  do  rejoice  to  walk  in  th«  love  of  God. 
.  Mr  Heavenly  Fatho-  has  condesoeaded  to  use  me 
•s  an  instrumeot  in  getting  up  a  large  Sabliath-school 
(or  the  negroes  here.  lie  has  greallr  blessed  it,  and. 
I  trust,  all  who  are  connected  with  it."  So  scrupulous 
was  he  in  the  ]ierf()rmance  of  his  duties  that  he  would 
not  neglect  even  the  smallest,  saying,  "  One  instajice 
would  be  a  preoetlent  fur  another,  and  thus  my  rules 
would  be  broken  down,^'  After  his  conscience  decided 
upon  questions  of  right  and  wrong,  his  resolution  and 
independence  enabled  him  to  carry  out  his  ])rinciples 
with  a  total  disr^ard  of  the  opinions  of  the  world- 
He  thought  it  was  a  great  weakness  in  others  to  care 
what  impression  their  conduct  made  upon  public  opin- 
ion, if  their  consciences  were  only  clear.  The  fear  of 
the  Lorfl  was  the  only  fear  lie  knew.  After  he  be- 
came a  Christian  he  set  his  face  against  all  worldly 
conformity,  giving  up  dancing,  theatre-going,  and  ev- 
ery amusement  that  had  a  tendency  to  lead  his  thoughts 
and  heart  away  from  holy  things.     When  a  question 
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ffas  msed  aa  to  the  rigbt  or  wrong  of  indulgences  that 
BSBy  consider  innocent,  he  woul«l  say  pleasantly : 
"Well,  I  know  it  is  not  wrong  not  to  do  it,  so  I'm  go- 
g  to  be  on  the  safe  Bide."  His  rule  was  never  to 
make  any  compromise  with  his  principles.  But  there 
18  not  a  particle  of  asceticism  or  gloom  in  his  relig- 
ion. It  shed  jjerpetual  sunshine  upon  his  life,  and  his 
eheerfnl  serenity  was  like  the  full-flowing  of  a  placid 
His  faith  and  trust  led  him  to  feel  that  noth- 
ing could  happen  to  him  but  what  was  sent  in  wisdom 
(I  lovo  by  his  Heavenly  Father.  One  of  his  favorite 
tests  of  Scripture  was ;  "  We  know  that  all  things  work 
tijgether  for  good  to  them  that  love  God," 

n  after  he  united  with  the  church,  his  pastor,  in 
4  public  discourse,  urged  Iiis  flock  to  more  faithfulness 
n  attending  the  weekly  prayer-meeting,  and  enjoined 
^Kni  the  church  officers  and  members  esi>ecially  their 
Jity  to  lead  in  praj'er.  Hearing  this.  Major  Jackson 
tolled  to  inquire  if  Ae  was  among  those  who  were  ad- 
iKmished  not  to  be  deterred  from  their  duty  by  mod- 
Sly  or  false  shame.  He  said  he  had  not  lieen  used 
&  pobtic  speaking ;  he  was  naturally  diffiilent,  and 
d  an  effort  might  prove  anything  but  edifying  to 
*  assembly ;  "  but,"  he  continued,  "  you  are  my  pas- 
ftr,  and  the  spiritual  guide  of  the  church ;  and  if  you 
•ink  it  my  duty,  then  I  shall  waive  ray  reluctance  and 
';e  the  effort  to  lead  in  prayer,  however  painful  it 
■sy  be."  Thus  authorized  to  call  upon  him  if  he  thought 
J*oper.  after  a  time  the  pastor  did  so.  In  res]Kmding 
D  the  request,  his  embarrassment  was  so  great  that 
tte  service  was  almost  as  painful  to  the  audience  as  it 
'*»!!  to  himself.  The  caU  was  not  rejwated,  and  after 
Waiting  some  weeks,  the  major  again  called  upon  Doc- 


Uir  White  to  know  if  he  bad  re£raiiMd  {rmn  a 
call  from  nnwillingneas  to  inSict  distress  opoti  him 
throagh  his  estreme  diffidence.  The  good  pastor  was 
obliged  to  admit  lba£  he  did  shrink:  from  requiring  a 
dotv  of  him  irtuch  iras  rendered  skt  such  a  sacritice. 
{est  his  own  enjoyment  of  the  meeting  be  destrovet). 
His  reply  was:  "  Yes.  bat  my  comfort  or  discomfort 
19  not  the  qneslion :  if  it  is  my  duty  to  1«m1  in  praver, 
then  I  must  persevere  in  it  until  I  iearn  to  do  it  aright ; 
and  I  wish  you  to  discard  all  consideration  fur  mv 
feelings."'  The  next  time  he  was  called  upon  he  suc- 
ceetled  better  in  repressing  his  agitation,  and  in  the 
coarse  of  time  he  was  able  to  pour  out  his  heart  be- 
fwe  God  with  as  much  freedom  in  the  public  meeting 
as  at  his  own  family  prayers. 

To  improve  himself  in  public  speaking,  he  joined  a 
debating  society  in  Lexington,  called  "  The  Franklin," 
and  his  first  efforts  there  were  on  a  par  with  those  in 
the  Presbyterian  lecture-room :  but  his  perBeverana 
and  determination  overcame  his  ditticulties  to  a  g 
extent,  and  he  acquired  considerable  ease  and  fluem 
as  a  speaker. 

A  congregational  meeting  of  the  chureh  waa  hd 
to  determine  the  best  method  of  increasing  the  rWB 
enue  of  the  chun-h.    After  several  speeches,  in  whic 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  diversity  of  opinion.  Majorl 
Jackson  rose  i^uietly.  and  in  a  short  but  stirring  ad* 
dress  recalled  the  old  command,  not  "  to  rob  God  in 
tithes  and  offerings."  emphasizing  the  point  that  if 
tfunj  did  their  dutij  as  church  menJ/erg  all  their  diffi- 
culties would  come  to  an  end,  with  such  earnest  per- 
soatiion  as  led  an  eminent  divine  who  was  jiresent  to  re- 
irk,  "Whv,  the  major  was  really  eloquent  to-day  I" 
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In  his  own  giving  for  religious  purposes,  he  adopted 
tlie  Hebrew  system  of  tiikss,  contributing  every  year 
one  tenth  of  his  income  to  the  church.  lie  was  a  , 
liberal  giver  to  all  causes  of  benevolenca  and  puhlic 
ftnterprises,  and  during  the  wjir  he  gave  bounteously 
of  his  means  to  promote  the  spiritual  interests  of  the 
soldiers. 

Daring  a  summer  siient  in  the  little  village  of  Bev- 
erly, West  Virginia  (the  home  of  his  sister),  be  was 
troubled  to  find  that  there  was  but  little  religious 
Jnflueace  in  the  place,  and  that  a  number  of  the  friends 
and  iwquaintances  he  made  there  were  professed  infl- 
'lels.  So  great  was  his  desire  to  convince  thera  of 
tlieir  error  and  danger,  that  he  prepared  and  delivered 
»■  brief  course  of  lectures  upon  the  evidences  of  Chris- 
tianity. A  military  man  was  not  often  seen  in  that 
remote  region,  and  this  led  him  to  hope  that  some 
might  be  drawn  even  by  curiosity  to  listen  to  some- 
tUiug  from  him  more  favorably  than  from  others, 
ilnjugh  it  might  be  much  inferior,  lie  did  succeed  in 
iittracting  crowds  of  hearers,  but  the  delivery,  he  said, 
was  one  of  the  greatest  trials  he  had  ever  had. 

In  social  life  Major  Jackson  M'as  not  wliat  is  called 
a  "society  man;"  indeed,  the  very  phrase  seems  an 
incongruity  as  applied  to  him.  But  before  his  mar- 
fiage  he  mingled  constantly  in  society — punctiliously 
performing  his  part  in  the  courtesies  which  are  due 
ffim  young  gentlemen— more,  perhaps,  from  a  sense 
^  tinty  than  from  inclination.  lie  was  not  naturally 
*«ial,  but  he  was  a  most  genuine  and  ardent  admirer 
of  true  »vomanhood ;  and  no  man  was  more  respectful 
and  chivalrous  in  his  bearing  towards  the  gentler  sex. 
He  never  passed  a  woman  either  of  high  or  low  do- 


give,  wtaacr  he  kaev  kcr  or  mt.  tritfaoot  lifting 
teea^ud  he  was  sever  faefciai^  in  any  «tt«atioD  « 
•win  thai  he  osaM  will  Whe«  •  lady  enterea 
the  RM^  ha  always  loaa  to  im  fret  and  remainBd 
^MadmgmiathBmwawmMed.  Btt  with  aU  his  poltu- 
mm  and  thon^^  tei'iiliafc,  he  ww  n  honest  and 
comeieDtkns  that  he  oodd  bo*  mMgo  in  those  little 
numaiD^em  flutcHn  with  wUeh  ynon^  people  are 
■o  pwae  to  waam  thenatKaa;  henee  he  was  noi  so 
pppohr  in  general  aocietr  as  yoo^  men  who  have 
DO  acniplM  oi  that  son.  Bat  he  had  his  friendships 
among  ladiei  who  eooU  appeeeiate  him,  and  was  ft 
freqaent  visitor,  ddigfating  in  thrawing^  off  restrtiBt 
and  making  himsdf  very  mocii  at  home.  In  a  letter 
to  a  friend  be  said :  **  The  kind  ot  friends  to  n-hotn  1 
am  moat  attached  are  those  iritfa  whom  1  feel  at  homo^ 
and  to  whom  I  can  go  at  oil  proper  times,  and  infor-' 
mally  tell  them  the  object  of  my  call,  with  the  as 
ance  that,  if  practicable,  they  will  join  me  in  carrTiDg' 
oat  my  plans,  whether  they  are  for  an  evening  prom- 
enade, a  musical  aoirre,  or  wliatever  they  may  be ;  and 
all  thin,  withont  the  mari-ed  i>leasure  resulting  from  a 
conviction  that  afterwanls  all  luy  conduct  must  under- 
go a  judicial  investigation  before  '  Judge  Etiquette,' 
and  that  for  every  t-iolation  of  his  code  I  must  be  oen- 
tiured,  if  not  Bt*cially  ostracized." 

A  Kutilheru  lady  thus  rlescribes  the  impression  that 
Major  Jackson  ma<le  upon  her :  "  There  was  a  peou< 
liarity  al>out  him  which  at  once  attracted  your  atten- 
tion. Dignified  and  rather  stiff,  as  military  men  are 
apt  to  be,  he  was  as  frank  and  unassuming  as  possible, 
and  waa  perfectly  natural  and  unatTected.  He  always 
sat  bolt  upright  in  his  chair,  never  lounged,  oevec 
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issed  his  legs,  or  made  an  unnecessary  movement, 
e  expression  of  bia  soft  gray  eyes  was  gentle,  yet 
tommanding,  giving  you  a  delightful  feeling  of  the 
nreetnoss,  purity,  and  strength  of  his  character.  His 
in  times  uf  [wace  at  least)  was  always  in  good 
t(Bte,  and  faultlessly  neat.  Everything  he  wore  was 
jfll  ihe  best  material.  '  A  thorough  gentleman '  ^vas 
It  exactly  the  expression  to  describe  the  impression 
Brat  made  upon  you :  it  was  something  more— a  title 
i  greater  distinction  than  this  must  describe  him — 
^i  modern  kniglit  of  King  Arthur's  Round  Table,' 
VouliI  have  more  properly  conveyetl  the  indelible  pict- 
We  he  fixed  upon  your  mind.  Nothing  unworthy, 
■othing  ignoble,  nothing  of  modern  frivolity  and  little- 
-any  thoughtful  observer  could  have  seen,  even 
Wore  the  war,  that  '  Stonewall '  Jackson  was  as  true 
»hero  as  Bayard,  or  Raleigh,  or  Sidney." 

The  following  picture  is  one  of  the  best  that  have 
Wer  been  drawn,  and  may  well  have  the  merit  of  ac- 
fiinioy,  since  it  is  by  one  \vho  was  a  constant  observer, 
■to  lie  was  on  bis  staff,  and  thus  a  member  of  his  niili- 
Isry  family.  It  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dabney  who  thus 
Bketchea  the  figure  of  his  chief :  "  His  jierson  was  tall, 
wect,  and  muscular,  with  the  largo  hands  and  feet 
•^Macteristic  of  all  his  race.  His  bearing  was  pecul- 
ttriy  English ;  and  therefore,  in  the  somewhat  free 
*ciety  of  America,  was  regarded  as  constrained.  Ev- 
Or  movement  was  quick  and  decisive ;  his  articula- 
tion was  rapid,  but  distinct  and  emphatic,  and,  accom- 
psnied  by  that  laconic  and  perspicuous  phrase  to  which 
it  Was  so  well  adapted,  it  often  made  the  impression 
ofcQrtneas.  He  practised  a  military  exactness  in  all 
the  courtesies  of  good  society.  Different  opinions  ex- 
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isted  as  to  his  comeliness,  because  it  varied  so  muc:^ 
with  the  coDditiou  of  his  health  aD<l  animal  spiriC:^ 
ilia  brow  was  fair  and  expansive ;  his  eyes  were  blim.* 
gray,  large,  and  expressive,  reposing  usually  in  placi' 
calm,  but  able  none  the  less  to  flash  lightning.  H  J 
nose  was  lEoman,  and  well  chiselled  :  his  cheeks  rudd  J 
and  sunburnt ;  his  mouth  firm  and  full  of  meaning,  an  « 
his  chin  I'overetl  with  a  beard  of  comely  brown.  Tl»  < 
remarkable  characteristic  of  his  face  was  the  contra^ 
between  its  sterner  and  its  gentler  moods.  As  h^ 
accosted  a  frientl.  or  dispensed  the  hospitalities  of  hl^ 
own  house,  his  serious,  constrained  look  gave  place  tc3 
a  smile,  so  sweet  and  sunny  in  its  graciousness  thai 
he  was  another  man.  And  if  anything  caused  him  tc' 
burst  into  a  hearty  laugh,  the  effect  was  a  complete 
melaoiorphoeis.  Then  his  eyes  danced,  and  his  coun- 
tenance ripple<l  with  a  glee  and  tAatuion  hterally  in* 
fontile.  This  smile  was  indescribable  to  one  who  never 
saw  it.  Had  there  been  a  |iuintfY  with  genius  subtile 
enough  to  lix  upitn  his  canvas,  s)«k-  by  side,  the  spirit 
of  tli«  ouantenance  with  wbk-h  he  cau^t  the  sudden 
jost  of  a  cbikl  romping  on  bis  knees,  and  with  which, 
in  the  crisis  of  buttle,  he  gkve  the  sharp  command, 
'Swe^theOdd  vith  tbe  bnyonei:'  he  would  have  ac- 
complished a  miiBcIo  of  art,  which  the  s|)ectator  could 
scMToly  ctvXiK  as  tme  to  tiatare. 

"  in  %vaU:)ng,  his  step  wiis  long  and  rapid,  and  at 
oncv  snggfslnl  the  i«k>«  of  the  dismonntcd  horsetnan. 
It  bs&  been  sauil  that  he  was  an  awkwwd  rider,  bat 
iacomctly.  A  sufficient  evidence  of  this  is  the  Uxt, 
that  he  wns  newr  thn^wn.  It  is  une  that  on  the 
MMTfa,  when  iavultvd  in  thoujHit.  he  was  heedless  of 
the  grace  of  his  |K»nu«;  but  in  action,  as  be  rode 


PERSONAL   APPEARANCE    A-\D   MANNERS.  07 

^*'ith  bare  head  along  his  column,  acknowletlging  the 
sliouts  which  rent  the  skies,  no  figure  could  be  nobler 
III^  Lis.  His  judgment  of  borses  was  excellent,  and 
it    -vas  very  rare  that  he  was  not  well  mounted." 

Ills  passport,  which  be  procureil  at  Washington  for 
a  liupopean  trip  in  lS5(i,  deacriljes  him  thus :  ''Stature 
ft  v-c  feet  nine  and  three-quarter  inches,  English ;  fore- 
K«e«idfu!I;  eyes  gray;  nose  aquiline ;  mouth  small;  chin 
oval;  hair  dark-broivn ;  face  oval;  complexion  dark." 
The  last  is  a  mistake,  as  bis  complexion  was  nat- 
nr-ally  fair,  but  was  very  susceptible  to  sunburn.  A 
iiicly  who  was  a  relative,  with  whom  be  lived  under 
ill e  same  roof  several  years,  says: 

'*Ue  was  a  man  md  generic ;  and  none  who  came 
into  close  enough  contact  with  him  to  see  into  his 
in  ner  nature  were  willing  to  own  that  tbey  had  ever 
tiiowo  just  such  another  man."  After  she  was  allowed 
"ngiiarded  insight  into  "the  very  pulse  of  the  ma- 
f^hine,"  she  recalls  the  incredulity  with  which  her 
''^clHration  that  Jackson  was  the  very  stuff  out  of 
*"hicli  to  make  a  hero  was  received,  before  any  sword 
""as  lifted  in  the  contest. 

She  describes  him  u^wn  bis  first  entrance  into  Lex- 
"»jj:ton  society  as  "of  a  tall,  very  erect  figure,  with  a 
"'ililary  precision  about  him  which  made  him  appear 
*tiff,i)ut  ho  was  one  of  the  most  polite  and  courteous 
f'f  Wen.  He  had  a  handsome,  animated  face,  flashing 
l>lDegray  eyes, and  the  most  mobile  of  mouths.  He 
«as  voted  eccentric  in  our  little  professional  circle, 
hecaose  bo  did  not  walk  in  the  siime  conventional 
gfooves  as  other  men:  it  was  only  when  we  came  to 
Isnowhini  with  the  intimacy  of  hourly  converse  that 
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we  found  that  much  that  passed  under  the  name  of 
eccentricity  W!is  the  result  of  the  deepest  underlying 
principle,  and  comiwlled  a  r6si>ect  which  we  dared 
not  withhold.  After  he  became  an  inmate  of  our 
household,  we  were  not  long  in  discovering  that  the 
more  rigidly  and  narrowly  his  springs  of  action  were 
scrutinized,  the  higher  rose  our  resi)ect  and  reverence. 
What  may  have  provoked  a  smile  when  the  motive 
or  principle  that  lay  behind  the  act  was  entirely  mis- 
apprehended carao  to  be  regarded  with  a  certain  ad- 
miring wonder  when  the  motive  of  the  act  was  made 
clear.  We  sometimes  used  to  charge  him  with  losing 
sight  of  the  perspective  of  tilings.  Not  drawing  the 
distinction  that  men  generally  do  between  small  and 
great,  he  laid  as  much  stress  upon  truth  in  the  most 
insignificant  words  or  actions  of  his  daily  life  as  in 
the  most  solemn  and  hniwrtant.  lie  weighed  his 
lightest  utterances  in  'the  balances  of  the  sanctuary.' 
When  it  would  be  playfully  rejiresented  to  him  that 
this  needless  precision  interfered  with  the  graces  of 
conversation,  and  tended  to  give  angularity  and  stiflf- 
nesH  to  his  style,  his  reply  ivould  he  that  he  was  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  inelegance  It  involved,  but  he  chose 
to  sacritico  all  minor  charms  to  the  paramount  one  of 
absolute  truth," 


His  crystalline  truthfulness  was  equally  noticeable 
in  admitting  that  he  did  not  hiovi  facts  or  things, 
when  really  there  was  no  appeal  made  to  his  knowl- 
edge except  the  common  "  you  know,"  with  which  so 
many  interlard  their  conversation.  "Nothing,"  he 
said,  "  would  induce  him  to  make  the  impression  that 
ho  knew  what  he  did  not." 
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So  in  conversation,  if  he  unintentionally  made  a 
wsstatement  about  n  matter  of  no  moment  whatever, 
i  soon  as  he  discovered  his  mistake,  he  would  lose 
i&otiine  in  hastening  to  correct  it,  even  if  he  ha<i  to 

0  u[)on  the  mission  in  a  jK>uring  rain.  Upon  being 
tokeil,  "Why,  in  the  name  of  reason,  do  you  ivalk  a 
mile  in  the  rain  for  a  perfectly  unirajwrtant  thing  ?" 
his  reply  was,  '*  Simply  because  I  have  diseoveretl 
that  it  was  a  misstatement,  and  I  could  not  sleep  com- 
fortably to-night  unless  I  corrected  it." 

His  ideas  of  honesty  were  just  as  rigid.  An  in- 
itance  soon  after  our  marriage  will  show  this.  One 
mtDmn  afternoon  we  were  taking  a  stroll,  and  passing 
ft  large  apple  orchard  where  the  ripe  fruit  had  fallen 
plentifully  u|H)n  the  ground,  I  asked  him  to  step  over 
the  fence  and  treat  ourselves  to  some  of  the  tempting 
apples.  My  rebuke  can  be  imagined  when  in  the  kind- 
est manner  he  answered:  "No,  I  do  not  think  it 
Would  he  right  to  do  that.  I  am  sure  that  Colonel 
S- —  would  have  no  objection,  and  would  gladly 
give  them  to  us  if  he  were  here,  but  I  cannot  take 
tiiem  without  his  leave." 

No  man  carried  his  conscientiousness  to  a  greater 
Wtrerne,  and  many  may  say  that  he  did  it  to  an  un- 
necessary and  even  morbid  degree ;  but  his  humility 
s  pre-eminent  as  his  conscientiousness,  and  al- 
though he  laid  down  these  stringent  rules  for  his  own 
goveroance.  he  did  not  set  himself  up  as  a  guide  or 
Oodel  for  others,  and  never  forced  his  convictions 
n  any  one.  He  never  even  inadvertently  fell  into 
ite  use  of  the  expressions  so  common  u|)on  our  lips 
ttut  be  "  wished  that  any  event  or  circumstance  wei-e 
different  from  what  it  was."     To  do  so  would,  in  his 
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optnioD,  have  been  to  arraign  Providence.  He 
utterly  free  from  censoriousness,  euv)',  detraction,  an« 
all  uncbaritableness,  and  certainly  kept  his  rule  that 
if  he  could  say  nothing  good  of  a  man,  be  would  not 
speak  of  him  at  all. 

Hut  if  he  once  lost  confidence,  or  discovered  decep- 
tion and  fraud  on  the  jmrt  of  one  whom  he  Imd  trost- 
od,  his  faitli  was  not  easdy  restored,  and  he  with- 
drew himself  us  mucli  as  possible  from  any  further 
dealings  witli  him.  However,  he  religiously  kept  the 
door  of  bis  lips,  not  [KTniitting  a  word  of  censure  or 
denunciation  to  [lass  tliem ;  and  even  when  convinced 
that  a  man  was  a  by|>ocrite,  bis  severest  senteooe 
against  him  was  that  bo  believiHl  him  to  l)e  a  "de- 
ceived man,"  who  was  so  blinded  that  he  could  not 
Bee  the  error  of  Ins  ways. 

..."  Only  in  the  innermost  circle  of  home  did 
any  one  come  to  know  what  Jackson  really  was. 
.  .  .  His  natuml  teni|)erament  was  extremely  buoy- 
ant, and  his  abundon  wns  beautiful  to  see,  provided 
there  were  only  one  or  two  people  to  see  it." 

As  may  bo  supposed,  punctuality  was  regarded  by 
him  as  a  virtue:  "Xo  one  could  ever  charge  him 
with  loss  of  time  through  dilatoriness  on  bis  part 
He  never  failwl  to  KU  an  engsigement ;  or.  if  it  was  im- 
possible for  bim  to  do  so,  he  wonhl  take  any  amount 
of  tr»inble  to  give  noti«»  beforehand  of  his  inability 
tu  keep  it.  .  .  .  <.>nee  only  tlo  i  remember  that  be 
was  lato  iu  gvtlin>r  to  pmyer  -  meeting,  for  he  was 
ail  punctual  ati »  cWk  in  l<eiag  in  his  seat  before  the 
oiM>ning  of  Ibe  8ervki>ii  of  the  ehurrh.  On  this  oc- 
casion, when  be  ftwittl  thnt  Ibe  worship  hod  com- 
muQcett  (^althou^)  we  werv  only  a  few  minutes  be- 
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lind  time),  be  declined  to  enter,  saying  we  had  no 
ght  lo  disturb  the  devotions  of  others  by  going  in 
Bring  the  service,  and  so  we  returned  home, 
"His  personal  habits  were  systematic  in  the  ex- 
eme.  He  studied  his  physical  nature  with  a  physi- 
o's scrutiny ;  and  having  once  adopted  a  regimen 
licli  ho  believed  perfectly  suited  to  himself,  nothing 
woiilii  ever  tempt  him  to  swerve  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree from  it.  He  ate,  as  he  did  ever^-thing  else,  from 
a  sense  of  duty."  He  had  suffered  much  from  dys- 
pepsia, and  for  that  reason  had  to  practise  absolute 
wntrol  over  his  appetite,  and  nothing  could  tempt 
him  to  partake  of  food  between  his  regular  hours. 
"When  sometimes  at  parties  and  receptions  a  friend 
would  entreat  him,  for  courtesy's  sake  and  the  gratifi- 
cation uf  his  hostess,  to  seem  to  accept  some  delicacy. 
or  at  least  venture  upon  a  gmpe  or  an  orange,  he 
"oalil  always  reply ;  "  No,  no ;  I  have  no  genius  for 
"winin^,'' 

In  all  the  means  that  be  sought  for  relief  in  sub- 
duing his  arch-enemy,  dyspejjsia,  he  found  none  that 
proved  so  beneficial  as  the  hydropathic  treatment. 
He  became  a  strong  believer  in  the  system,  and  dur- 
ing Ilia  summer  vacation  he  visited  several  hydro- 
patJiiu  establishments  in  New  York  and  New  Eng- 
Iwd,  and  in%'ariably  gained  strength  from  the  baths 
and  tlie  exercise.  One  summer  his  chest  broadened 
scTeral  inches  by  his  performances  in  the  gymnasium, 
and  on  his  return  home  be  found  his  double-breasted 
It  (a  major's  uniform)  incapable  of  accommodating 
8  increased  dimensions,  so  he  had  to  have  a  new 
fi  made.    He  always  wore  citizen's  dress  when  off 
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Wten  he  had  a  home  of  his  own.  he  provided  himself 
with  8ome  of  his  favorite  appliances  for  gyniaasiic 
exercises,  and  greatly  invigorated  himself  hy  tiieir  use. 

He  abstained  from  the  use  of  all  intoxicjiting  drinks 
from  principle,  having  a  fondness  for  them,  as  he  him- 
self confessed,  and  for  that  reason  never  daring  to  in- 
dulge his  taste.  During  the  war.  when  asked  by  n 
brother  officer  to  join  him  in  a  social  glass,  be  replied : 
"No,  I  thank  you,  but  I  never  use  it;  I  am  more  afraid 
of  it  than  of  Federal  bullets."  Nor  did  he  use  tobacco 
in  any  form,  and  for  many  years  not  even  tea  and 
coffee,  believing  that  they  were  injurious  to  bis  health. 

When  persons  about  him  complained  of  headaches 
or  other  consequences  of  imprudence,  lie  would  say : 
"  If  you  follow  my  rule,  which  is  to  govern  yourself 
absolutely,  I  do  not  think  you  would  have  these 
sufferings.  My  head  never  aches :  if  anything  dis- 
agrees with  me,  I  never  eat  it." 

As  an  instance  of  the  alacrity  with  which,  if  onoe 
convincetl  that  a  thing  was  right  to  do,  he  did  it,  on  , 
one  occasion,  when  he  had  been  talking  of  self-abne- 
gation and  making  rather  light  of  it,  a  friend  sug- 
gested that  he  had  not  i>een  called  upon  to  endure  it, 
and  8upi>osetl  a  case :  "  Imagine  that  the  providence 
of  God  seemed  to  direct  you  to  drop  every  scheme  of 
life  and  of  personal  a^ilvancement,  and  go  on  a  mission 
to  the  heart  of  Africa  for  the  rest  of  your  days, 
would  you  go  i"  His  eyes  flashed  as  be  instantly  re- 
plied :  "  I  would  go  without  my  hat .'" 

This  same  friend  once  asked  liim  what  was  his  un- 
derstanding of  the  Bible  command  to  be  "instant  in 
prayer  "  and  to  "  pray  without  ceasing."  "  I  can  give 
you,"  he  said,  "  my  idea  of  it  by  illustration,  if  you 
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iviJl  allow  it,  and  will  not  think  that  I  am  setting 
nivself  up  as  a  raoilel  for  others.  I  have  so  fixed  the 
habit  in  my  own  mind  that  I  never  raise  a  glass  of 
water  to  my  lijis  without  lifting  my  heart  to  God  in 
thanks  and  prayer  for  the  water  of  life.  Then,  when 
we  take  our  meals,  ihere  is  the  grace.  Whenever  I 
lirop  a  letter  in  the  post-office,  I  send  a  petition  along 
>^itli  it  for  Gotl's  blessing  upon  its  mission  and  the 
[>erson  to  whom  it  is  sent.  When  I  break  the  seal  o£ 
a  letter  just  received,  I  stop  to  ask  God  to  prepare  me 
f«jr  its  contents,  and  make  it  a  messenger  of  good. 
When  I  go  to  my  class-room  and  await  the  arrange- 
■oeiil  of  the  cadets  in  their  places,  that  is  my  time  to 
intercede  with  Goil  for  them.  And  so  in  every  act  of 
the  day  I  have  made  the  practice  habitual." 

*'And  don't  you  sometimes   forget   to  do   this?" 
asked  his  friend. 

•■•I  can  hardly  say  that  I  do;  the  habit  has  become 
iinir>st  as  fixed  as  to  breathe." 

His  submission  to  bis  Heavenly  Father's  will  was 
so  perfect,  and  the  assurance  that  "  all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God  "  was  to  him 
such  a  blessed  reality,  that  he  always  said  he  j?re- 
fermj  God's  will  to  his  own;  and  his  perfect  assur- 
ance of  faith  never  foi-sook  him,  however  severely  it 
Tnigiit  be  tried.     "  He  used  to  express  surprise  at  the 
Want  of  eijuanimity  on  the  part  of  Christians  under 
tlie  pressure  of  untowanl  circumstances ;  and  i-emarked 
ibat  he  did  not  think  any  combination  of  earthly  ills 
could  ra.ike  him  positively  unhappy  if  he  iK'lieved  he 
tss  suffering  the  will  of  God."     Thinking  this  a  bold 
swertion,  a  friend  ventured  to  touch  iiim  in  a  vuliicr- 
able  pomt,  knowing  tliat  bis  health  was  a  source  of 
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anxious  care,  and  asked  liioi:  "Major,  suppose  you 
should  lose  your  health  irreparably;  do  you  think  you 
could  be  happy  still  V  lie  answered :  "  Yes,  1  should 
be  happy  still."  "  Well,  suppose,  in  addition  to  life- 
long illness,  you  should  become  suddenly  blind ;  do 
3'ou  believe  your  serenity  would  remain  unclouded  J" 
He  paused  a  moment,  as  if  to  weigh  fully  every  word 
he  uttered,  and  then  said :  "  1  am  sure  of  it ;  even  such 
a  misfortune  could  not  make  me  doubt  the  love  of 
God."  Still  further  to  test  hira,  and  knowing  his 
impatience  of  anything  that  even  bordered  on  de- 
pendence, it  was  urged:  "But  if,  in  addition  to  blind- 
ness and  incurable  infirmity  and  pain,  you  had  to  re- 
ceive grudging  charity  fi-om  those  on  ^vhom  you  had 
no  claim — what  theni"  There  was  a  strange  rever- 
ence in  his  liftetl  eye,  and  an  exalted  expression  over 
his  whole  fa<»,  as  he  replied,  with  slow  delil)emt«nes3 : 
"  If  it  were  God's  will,  /  M  ink  J  could  lie  iltcre  canteitt 
a  h  undml  years  /" 

General  Jackson's  extreme  rigor  in  the  observance 
of  the  Sabbath  has  been  miK'h  CMmmeiited  on.  and  he 
has  been  called  a  religious  fanatic.  Certainly  he 
was  not  less  scrupulous  in  obeying  the  divine  com- 
mand to  "  remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy  '* 
than  he  was  in  any  other  rule  of  his  life.  Since  the 
Creator  had  set  apart  this  day  for  his  own.  and 
commanded  it  to  he  kept  holy,  he  believed  that  it 
was  as  wrong  for  him  to  desecrate  it  by  worldly  pleas- 
ure, idleness,  or  secular  employment,  as  to  break  any 
other  commandment  of  the  decalogue.  Sunday  was 
his  busiest  day  of  the  week,  as  he  always  attend- 
ed church  twice  a  day  and  taught  in  two  Sabbcith 
schools  1    Ue  refrained  as  much  as  possible  from  all 
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\^-«rldly  conversation,  and  in  his  family,  if  secular 
topics  were  introduced,  he  would  say,  with  a  kindly 
smiie,  "  We  will  talk  about  that  to-morrow." 

He  never  travelled  on  Sunday,  never  took  his  mail 
from  the  post-office,  it-or  permitted  a  letter  of  his  oum 
f^*  travel  on  that  day,  always  liefore  posting  it  calou- 
la.ting  the  time  it  required  to  reach  its  destination; 
a.t>(l  even  business  letters  of  the  utmost  importance 
s«"ere  never  sent  off  the  very  last  of  the  week,  but  were 
Ic^pt  over  nntil  Monday  morning,  unless  it  was  a  case 
vvliere  distance  required  a  longer  time  than  a  week. 

(Ine  so  strict  in  his  own  Sablrath  olreervance  natu- 
^Tillv  believed  that  it  was  wrong  for  the  government 
Co  carry  the  mails  on  Sunday.  Any  organization  which 
^3Cacted  secular  lalxir  of  its  employees  on  the  Lord's 
fiav  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  violator  of  God's  law.  Just 
before  his  last  battle  he  wrote  the  following  letter, 
touching  upon  this  matter,  to  his  friend  Colonel  J. 
I      1*-  L  Preston  : 

^^ft  "Near  FKKDswcKSBrBo,  Va.,  April-STlIi,  1863. 

^^m  "Deab  Coloxel, — I  am  mach  gratiGed  to  see  that 
^^pOa  are  one  of  the  delegates  to  tlie  General  Assembly 
^^pf  oar  Church,  and  I  write  to  express  the  hope  that 
^^omeihiDg  may  be  accompltslied  hs  you  at  the  meet' 
'Og  of  that  influential  body  towanis  repeahng  the  law 
•^airins  our  mails  to  be  carriet)  on  the  Ciiristian  Sab- 
,  tmih.  Recently  i  received  a  letter  from  a  atember  of 
■Congress  (the  Confederate  Congress  at  Ricfamoad) 
T^xpressing  the  hope  tbal  the  Boose  of  Repfesenta- 
I  would  act  Qpoo  the  subject  during  its  presect 
ion;  aod  from  the  mention  made  of  Colonel  Chil- 
li and  Hr.  Currr  of  Alabama,  I  infer  that  tbev  are 
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meuibei-s  of  the  committee  which  recommends  the 
repeal  of  the  law.  A  few  tkys  since  I  received  a 
very  gmtifying  letter  from  Mr.  Curry,  which  was  vol- 
untary on  his  part,  as  I  was  a  stranger  to  him,  and 
there  had  been  no  previous  correspondence  between 
us.  His  letter  is  of  a  cheering  character,  and  he  takes 
occasion  to  say  that  divine  laws  can  be  violated  with 
impunity  neither  by  governments  nor  individuals.  I 
regret  to  say  that  he  is  fearful  that  the  anxiety  of  mem- 
bers to  return  home,  and  the  press  of  other  business, 
will  prevent  the  desired  action  this  session.  I  have 
said  thus  much  in  order  that  you  may  sec  that  Con- 
gressional action  is  to  be  looked  for  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress;  hence  the  imiwrtance  that  Chris- 
tians act  promptly,  so  that  our  iegislatora  may  see  the 
current  opinion  before  they  take  up  the  subject,  I 
hope  and  pray  that  such  may  be  our  country's  senti- 
ment upon  this  and  kindred  subjects  that  our  states- 
men will  see  their  way  clearly.  Now  appears  to  me 
an  auspicious  time  for  action,  as  our  people  are  look- 
ing to  Goc^for  assistance.  Very  truly  your  friend, 
"T.  J.  Jackson." 

In  another  letter  to  his  pastor  he  says :  "  It  is  de- 
lightful to  see  the  Congressional  Committee  report  so 
strongly  against  Sabbath  mails.  I  trust  that  you  wUl 
write  to  every  member  of  Congress  with  whom  you 
have  any  influence,  and  do  all  you  can  to  procure  the 
adoption  of  the  report.  And  please  request  those  with 
whom  you  correspond  (when  ex[)edient)  to  do  the  same, 
I  believe  that  God  mil  bless  ua  with  success  if  Chris- 
tians will  but  do  their  duty.  For  nearly  fifteen  yoai-s 
Sabbath   mails   have    been,  through   God's   blessing, 
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iL -voided  by  me,  and  I  am  tliankful  to  say  that  in  no 
instance  has  there  been  occasion  for  regret,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  God  has  made  it  a  source  of  pure  enjoyment 
to  me." 

Tor  a  long  time  he  kept  his  resolution  not  to  use 
b  is  eyes  by  artificial  light ;  and  it  was  his  custom  never 
to   break  the  seal  of  a  letter  which  came  to  him  late 
on  Saturday  night  until  the  dawn  of  Monday  mom- 
iog.  When  he  became  engaged,  and  his^fiancce  lived  in 
ancther  State,  it  was  a  subject  of  amusing  speculation 
among  bis  friends  whether  he  would  break  this  rule, 
15ut  it  was  found  that  even  to  the  excuse  "The  wom- 
an tempted  me  "  he  did  not  yield.    A  friend  in  walk- 
ing to  church  with  him  one  Sunday  morning,  know- 
ing  he  had  received  a  letter  the  evening  before,  said 
to  him :  "  Major,  surely  you  have  read  your  letter  i" 
"  j\s3uredly  not,"  said  he.    "Where  is  it!"  askeil  his 
friend.     "Here,"  tapping  his  coat -pocket.     "What 
obstinacy  !"  exclaimed  his  companion.     "  Don't  you 
know  that  your  curiosity  to  learn  its  contents  will  rlis- 
tract  your  attention  from  divine  worship  far  more  than 
if  you  had  rea<l  it  J     Surely,  in  this  case,  to  depart 
from  your  rule  wonkl  promote  a  true  Sabbatli  observ- 
ance, instead  of  injuring  it,"    '■  No,"  he  answered,  qui- 
etly, "  I  shall  make  the  most  faithful  effort  I  can  to 
govern  my  thoughts  and  guanl  them  from  unnecessary 
iliatraction  ;  and  as  I  do  this  from  a  sense  of  duty,  I 
expect  the  divine  blessing  upon  it."     Ho  said  after- 
fanU  that  his  tranquillity  and  spiritual  enjoyment 
>Tftre  unusually  great  during  the  day. 

In  the  autumn  of  1S55,  he  organized  his  Sabbath- 
Khoijl  for  the  instruction  of  the  colored  people  of  I^ex- 
iipon.     His  interest  in  that  race  was  simply  because 
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they  had  bouIs  to  save ;  and  he  continued  to  instruct 
them  with  ereat  faithfulness  and  success  up  to  the 
breaking-oiit  of  the  war.  In  this  missionary  work  he 
was  assisted  by  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
This  school  was  held  in  the  afternoon  of  the  Sabbath ; 
its  sessions  were  short  and  spirited,  and  he  soon  in- 
fused interest  and  punctuality  into  both  teachers  and 
pupils.  Upon  ray  removal  to  Lexington  I  projxised 
taking  a  class  in  the  Sunday-school  for  white  chil- 
dren, but  he  preferred  that  my  lalmrs  should  be  ^ven 
to  the  colored  children,  believing  it  was  more  impor- 
tant and  useful  to  put  the  strong  hand  of  the  Gospel 
under  the  ignorant  African  race,  to  lift  them  up.  I 
have  always  felt  thankful  that  his  wishes  guided  me 
in  this  matter,  for  it  was  a  privilege  to  witness  his 
great  interest  and  zeal  in  the  work,  and  never  did  his 
face  beam  with  more  intelligence  and  earnestness  than 
when  ho  was  telling  the  colored  children  of  liis  Sab- 
bath-school the  story  of  the  cross. 

When  in  the  array  he  inquired  of  every  visitor  from 
the  church  to  his  camp  how  his  colored  Sunday-school 
was  getting  on,  and  expresseii  great  satisfaction  at 
hearing  of  its  prosperity.  This  school  is  still  in  suc- 
cessful operation. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  White  said  ho  was  once  both  gratified 
and  amused  when  Major  Jackson  came  to  hira  to  re- 
port the  result  of  a  collection  which  be  had  made  in 
the  congregation  for  the  Bible  Society.  At  the  foot 
of  the  long  hst  of  the  church-members  and  other  citi- 
zens were  a  nuraber  of  additional  names  in  pencil- 
marks  with  small  sums  attached  to  them,  I^pon  in- 
quiring who  they  were,  the  major  explained  :  "These 
at  the  top  are  your  regulars,  and  those  below  are  my 
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militia."  In  his  round  of  visiting,  he  had  called  upon 
some  of  his  colored  friends,  and  encouraged  them  to 
give,  even  if  it  were  but  a  mite,  to  this  good  cause,  ar- 
guing that  their  money  was  more  profitably  spent  in 
this  way  than  in  tobacco  and  whiskey,  and  that  it 
would  elevate  them,  and  increase  their  Interest  in  the 
■udy  of  the  Bible.  This  activity  for  the  good  of  oth- 
brought  its  own  reward.  This  man,  so  busy  in 
works,  his  pastor  said,  "was  the  liappiest  man 
le  ever  knew."  His  faith  ami  trust  were  so  implicit 
that  his  own  will  was  in  perfect  subjection  to  that  of 
tiis  Heavenly  Father,  and  no  suffering  or  trial  could 
make  him  wish  it  ha<l  been  otherwise. 

Tbestory  of  Major  Jackson's  life  in  Lexington  would 
iw  lacking  in  one  important  link  of  the  chain  without 
ihe  mention  of  his  dear  and  honored  Christian  friend, 
Mr.  John  B.  Lyle,  to  whom  he  was  more  indebted  for 
spiritnal  profit  than  to  any  one  else  except  his  pastor. 
This  gentleman  was  an  elder  of  the  church,  a  l>achelor, 
pMt  middle-age,  and  not  prosperous,  as  the  world  goes, 
lial  he  was  one  of  those  whole-souled,  large-hearted 
Oirigtians  whose  lives  are  full  of  love  antl  sunshine. 
His  genial  face  and  ready  sympathy  made  hira  a  great 
fsrorite  with  young  and  old,  and  he  was  known  as  the 
Mintorter  of  the  afflicted,  the  restorer  of  the  wayward, 
Mil  the  counsellor  of  the  doubting.  Iiideeii,  his  heart 
*M  big  enough  to  take  in  all  who  sought  a  place  there. 
Tile  young  ladies  made  a  special  pet  of  him,  and  he 
"»s  generally  the  confidant  and  adviser  of  his  numer- 
ous friends,  both  in  teinjjoral  and  spiritual  matters. 
Be  «aa  fond  of  music,  and  led  the  church  choir.  The 
filinrch  at  that  time  had  no  organ,  but  his  magnificent 
Toicewas  almost  equal  to  an  organ  itself.     Major  Jack- 
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Bon  rarely  passed  a  day  without  a  visit  to  Mr,  L^^^*' 
sanctum,  and  thus,  coming  under  the  constant  ii^  "''' 
enee  of  one  whoso  inner  Christian  life  was  as  eleva-  *™ 
as  his  outward  was  active,  his  own  religious  charatr  *' 
became  moulded  into  that  exalted  type  for  which  ^^ 
was  so  conspicuous.  It  was  largely  due  to  Mr.  I,yl^^* 
guidance  in  religious  reading,  his  own  bright  exami::^-^^ 
and  instructiona.  Ibat  Major  Jackson  attained  tlrf=*' 
perfect  assurance  of  failb  which  shed  such  sunshit** 
over  his  latter  years,  lie  also  taught  hira  to  cheris  *^ 
a  high  sense  of  the  value  of  prayer,  and  to  expect  a*^ 
answer  to  it.  In  taking  a  journey,  he  never  partec^ 
from  his  wife  without  engaging  in  prayer;  before  go — 
ing  to  his  Sabbath-schools  he  always  knelt  in  prayer^ 
and  so,  in  every  act  of  life,  "prayer  was  his  vitail 
breath." 

The  first  visit  that  ray  husband  took  me  to  pay  af- 
ter ray  arrival  at  my  new  home  was  to  his  friend,  Mr, 
Lyle.  and  his  smiling  and  hwirty  '■  welcome  to  Lexing- 
ton" went  directly  to  the  heart  of  the  stranger.  lie 
wa.s  then  a  partial  paralytic,  and  it  was  not  many 
months  until  a  final  stroke  removed  him  to  a  better 
world.  As  an  evidence  of  the  strong  hold  he  had  on 
the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  liira.  one  who  was  not  con- 
necte<l  with  him  by  any  tie  of  blood  had  him  buried 
in  his  own  family  lot  in  the  cemetery,  and  marked  the 
spot  by  a  monument  bearing  this  inscription:  "lie 
was  the  truest  friend,  the  bravest  man,  and  the  best 
Christian  ever  known  to  him  who  erects  this  stone  to 
his  memory." 

The  name  of  Dr.  Whitr.  tbo  good  p«stor,  and  his 
faithful  under -shephertl,  John  B.  Lyle.  will  long  be 
fragmnt  loeiiKMtw  in  t,.esingtott. 


pHuoB  Jackson  had  never  been  e,  teacher  before  b 

carae  a  professor  in  the  Virginia  Military  Institute, 
and  when  askeil  by  a  friend  whether  ho  ditl  not  feel  dig- 
itnstful  of  himself  in  undertaking  so  untried  and  ar- 
ilaoas  a  course  of  instruction,  he  replied :  "  No ;  I 
expect  to  be  able  to  study  sufficiently  in  advance  of 
my  classea ;  for  <me  can  always  do  ichat  he  wills  to  ac- 

In  this  spirit  be  entered  on  his  duties  as  a  teacher,  and 
liischarged  theia  with  the  same  jxiinstaking  fidelity 
tbat  he  did  e%'erytbing  else  he  undertook  in  life.  His 
fsifeme  conscientiousness  constrained  him  to  carry 
out  to  the  very  letter  all  the  regulations  of  the  school, 
ind  whi'n  he  came  into  conflict  either  with  superiors 
or  inferiors,  it  was  because  they  were  disposed  to  prac- 
'ise  more  policy  and  expediency  than  the  rules  i)re- 
spfibed.  But  we  will  let  some  of  his  colleagues  in  of- 
fice, and  Ilia  friends  in  Lexington  and  elsewhere,  give 
'lieir  testimony  to  his  chajacter  as  a  teacher  and  an 
officer.  The  superintendent  of  the  Institute,  General 
t'mnuis  H.  Smith,  says :  "  The  professorial  career  of 
fejor  Jackson  was  marked  by  great  faithfulness,  and 
If  aa  unobtrusive  yet  earnest  spirit.  With  high  men- 
llcadowments,  teavhintj  was  a  new  profession  to  him, 
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and  demanded,  in  the  important  department  assigned 
him,  an  amount  of  labor  wLicli,  from  the  state  of  his 
health,  and  espGcially  from  the  weakness  of  his  eyes, 
he  performetl  at  great  sacridce.  Conscientious  fidelity 
to  duty  marked  every  step  of  his  life  here,  and  when 
culled  to  active  duty  in  the  field  he  had  made  consider- 
jible  progress  in  the  preparation  of  an  elementary  work 
on  optics,  which  he  proposed  to  publish  for  the  benefit 
of  his  classes.  Strict,  and  at  times  stern,  in  his  disci- 
pline (though  ever  polite  and  kind),  he  was  not  always 
a  popular  professor ;  hut  no  one  ever  possessed  ia  a 
higher  tiegroo  the  contidenoe  and  respect  of  the  cadets, 
for  his  unbending  integrity  and  fearlessness  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duty.  If  he  were  exact  in  his  demands  upon 
them,  they  knew  he  was  no  less  so  in  his  own  respect 
for  and  guhmission  to  authority.  His  great  principle 
of  government  was  that  a  general  rule  should  not  be 
violated  for  any  particular  good;  and  his  animating 
rule  of  action  was,  that  a  man  could  accomjtlish  what 
he  willed  to  perform.  For  ten  years  he  prosecuted  his 
unwearied  labors  na  a  professor,  making  during  that 
period,  in  no  questionable  form,  such  an  impress  upon 
those  who,  from  time  to  time,  were  under  his  command, 
that  when  the  war  broke  out  the  spontaneous  senti- 
ment of  every  cadet  and  graduate  was  to  serve  under 
him  as  their  leader. 

"  The  habit  of  mind  of  Major  Jackson,  long  before  he 
made  a  public  profession  of  religion,  was  reverential. 
Devoutly  recognizing  the  authority  of  God,  submis- 
sion to  Him  as  his  Divine  Teacher  and  Guide  soon 
matured  into  a  confession  of  faith  in  him,  and  from 
that  moment  the  'triple  cord' — "not  slothful  in  busi- 
ness, fervent  in  spirit,  serving  thf  Lord' — bound  him 
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1  simple  and  trustful  obedience  to  his  Divine  Mas- 

I  In  the  third  year  of  Major  Jackson's  professorship 
I  the  Military  Institute  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the 
Chair  of  Mathematics  at  the  University  of  Virginia 
tty  the  death  of  Professor  Courtenay,  and  he  was  high- 
ly reeoraniended  by  General  Leo  and  others  for  the 
position,  but,  iis  was  quite  natural,  the  directors  pre- 
ferred an  alumnus  of  the  University,  and  so  elected 
Professor  Bledsoe,  an  older  and  more  experienced 
teaclier.  In  the  end  it  proved  better  that  Major  Jack- 
son remained  at  I>exington. 

Major  Jackson  was  twice  married — the  first  time  in 
1«3,  August  4th,  to  Elinor,  daughter  of  the  Kev.  Dr. 
lieorge  Junkin.  President  of  Washington  College, 
ffto  is  remembered  hy  all  who  knew  her  as  a  person 
of  angular  loveliness  of  character;  as  possessed  of 
great  natural  intelligence,  which  was  developed  in  a 
family  of  high  cultivation ;  while  her  native  modesty 
Md  conscientiousness  ripened,  under  parental  culture. 
"ilo  a  beautiful  type  of  Christian  womanhood.  Thus 
ilio  had  every  qualification  to  make  a  hapj)y  home. 
l*ut  this  happiness  was  not  to  be  of  loug  duration. 
About  fourteen  months  after  the  marriage,  in  giving 
Wrth  to  a  child,  that  never  breathed,  the  mother  died 
iilio,  so  that  all  that  was  dearest  to  him  on  earth  was 
Uid  in  the  grave.  This  was  a  terrible  blow,  for  he  was 
a  ilevoted  husband  ;  and  his  early  life  having  been  so 
i^iialed  from  home  influences,  family  ties  were  more 
I"  liim  than  to  most  persons.  But  his  resignation  to 
'j'xi's  will  was  unshaken,  and  his  Christian  character 
'*caine  more  mellowed  and  consecrated  by  this  sad 
bereavement. 
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A  few  extracts  from  his  letters  to  his  aunt,  Mrs, 
Neale,  will  show  tlie  spirit  in  which  he  bore  his  affiic- 
tion: 

"Ffibruary  lOth,  1850. 

"  Your  kind  letter,  so  full  of  sympathy  and  love, 
made  a  deep  impression  on  my  stricken  heart.  I  can 
hardly  realize  yet  that  my  dear  Ellie  is  no  more — that 
she  will  never  again  welcome  my  return — no  more 
soothe  my  troubled  spirit  by  her  ever  kind,  sympa- 
thizing heart,  words,  and  love.  ,  .  ,  She  has  lefl  me 
such  monuments  of  her  love  to  GoU,  and  deep  depend- 
ence upon  her  Saviour's  merits,  that  were  I  not  to  be- 
Ueve  in  her  happiness,  neither  would  I  believe  though 
one  were  to  rise  fi-om  the  dead  and  declare  it.  God's 
promises  chttnge  not.  She  was  a  child  of  God,  and 
as  such  she  is  enjoying  Ilim  forever,  ...  I  have 
suffered  so  much  with  ray  eyes  lately  that  I  have  had 
gi-eat  fears  that  I  might  lose  tliem  entirely,  but  all 
things  are  in  the  hands  of  a  merciful  Father,  and 
to  His  will  I  hope  ever  cheerfully  to  submit.  .  .  . 
My  ilear  Ellie,  when  living,  siroke  of  the  beauty  of 
your  letters.  I  feel  that  had  she  lived  she  would 
have  been  in  correspondence  with  you ;  but  now  that 
cannot  be  in  this  sinful  world,  though  it  may  be  that 
an  intimate  friendship  will  exist  Iwitween  you  in  yon- 
der world  of  bliss  whither  she  has  gone.  If  she  re- 
tains her  pure,  human  affections  thei-e,  I  feel  that  she 
will  derive  pleasure  from  the  acquaintance  of  any  one 
who  in  this  world  loves  me,  or  whom  I  love.  And 
does  she  not  retain  love  thei'e  I  '  God  is  love,'  I 
believe  that  she  retains  every  pure,  human  attribute, 
and  in  a  higher  state  than  when  trammelled  with  flesh 
here.     Oh,  do  you  not  long  to  leave  the  flesh  and  go  to 
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d,  and  mingle  with  the  just  made  perfect  i    Ot  all 
le  momente  of  life,  there  are  none  around  which  I 
Isiter  so  moch  that  is  joyful.     Yet  1  feel  that  1  ilo 
It  wish  to  go  before  it  is  the  will  of  God,  who  with- 
holds no  good  thing  from  them  that  love  llini.     I 
tliaiik  uiy  Heavenly  Father  that  I  can  realize  that 
blessed  declaration.     I  frequently  go  to  the  dearest 
of  earth's  spots,  the  grave  of  her  who  was  so  pure 
nnd  lovely  —  but  s/i^  is  not  there.     When  I  stand 
over  the  grave,  I  do  not  fancy  that  she  is  thus  cou- 
ibI,  but  I  think  of  her  a.s  having  a  glorified  ex- 


l-  For  a  long  time  he  visited  her  grave  daily,  and  al- 
Dys  stood  Over  it  with  uncovered  head,  absorbed  in 

uder  and  loving  memories.  In  one  of  his  note-books 
1  the  following  entry,  showing  his  desire  to 

iifit  by  hia  great  sorrow :  "  Objects  to  be  effected 
f  Ellie's  death  :  To  eradicate  ambition ;  to  eradicate 

entment ;  to  protluce  humility.  If  you  desire  to  be 
ilOte  heavenly-minded,  think  more  of  the  things  of 
Wven.  and  less  of  the  things  of  earth." 

iJnring  the  summer  and  fall  of  1856,  Major  Jack- 
Jon  made  a  tour  through  Kuro|>e,  wliich  covered  a 
P«rio(t  of  nearly  five  months.  To  a  friend  he  wrote  : 
"  I  was  so  urged  by  a  concurrence  of  favorable  cir- 
iumgtances  to  visit  Europe  as  to  induce  me  to  beheve 
ilint  the  time  had  arrived  for  carrying  out  ray  long- 
'^'iitem plated  trip,  with  which  I  was  much  charmed." 
"e  Itien  goes  on  to  speak  in  the  most  rapturous  terms 
•*f'"tbe  romantic  lakes  and  mountains  of  Scotland, 
■'« imposing  abbeys  and  cathedrals  of  England;  the 

"hide,  with  its  castellated  i»inks  and  luxuriant  vine- 
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yards ;  the  snblime  scenery  of  Switzerland,  with  her 
lofty  Mont  Blanc  ami  massive  If er  -  de  -  Glace ;  the 
vestiges  of  Venetian  beauty ;  the  sculpture  and  paint- 
ings of  Italy ;  the  ruins  of  Rome ;  the  beautiful  Bay 
of  Naples,  illuminated  by  Vesuvius;  and  lovely  France, 
with  lier  gay  capital,"  etc.    Again  he  writes : 

"  I  would  advise  you  never  to  name  ray  EurojKian 
trip  to  me  unless  you  are  blest  with  a  supcrabundunc« 
of  patience,  as  its  very  mention  is  calculated  to  bring 
up  with  it  an  almost  inexhaustible  assemblage  of 
grand  and  beautiful  associations.  Passing  over  the 
Avorks  of  the  Creator,  ivhich  are  far  the  most  impres- 
sive, it  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  the  influences  which 
even  the  works  of  His  creatures  exercise  over  the 
mind  till  one  loiters  amidBt  their  master  productions. 
Well  do  I  remember  the  influence  of  sculpture  upon 
me  during  my  short  stay  in  Florence,  and  how  there 
I  began  to  realize  the  sentiment  of  the  Florentine: 
'  Take  from  me  my  liberty,  take  from  me  what  you 
will,  but  leave  nie  my  statuary,  leave  me  these  en- 
trancing productions  of  art.'  And  similar  to  this  is 
the  influence  of  painting." 

In  another  letter  he  is  enthusiastic  over  Powers's 
statue  of  II  Penseroso,  who  "  is  represented  as  walk- 
ing abroad  while  absorbed  in  thought,  with  the  finger 
of  one  hand  resting  upon  the  lip,  while  the  other  car- 
ries a  train." 

His  trip  gave  him  boundless  ])1easure,  and,  although 
it  was  a  hurried  one,  he  managed  to  visit  a  great  num- 
ber of  places  in  the  space  of  four  months,  as  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Neale,  Avill  show : 


VISIT  TO  El'ROPR-  S7 

'■  Lbxington,  Va.,  Oct.  37lli,  1850. 
It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  God  again  permits  me 
to  writo  to  you  from  my  adopted  home.  Your  kind- 
and  that  of  uncle  has  not  been  forgotten;  but 
wbm  you  hear  where  I  have  been  during  my  short 
ibaence,  you  i\'iU  not  he  surprised  at  not  having  heard 
me,  as  my  time  was  too  short  to  see  well  all 
came  within  the  range  of  my  journey.  After 
leaving  Liverpool  I  passed  to  Chester  and  Eaton 
Hall,  and  from  there,  returning,  I  visited  Glasgow, 
Lochs  Lomond  and  Katrine.  Stirling  Castle,  Edin- 
burgh, York.  London,  Antwerp,  Brussels,  Waterloo, 
Aii-la-Chapelle,  Cologne,  Bonn,  Frankfort -on -the - 
Mpin,  Heidelberg.  Baden  -  Uadcn,  Strasburg,  Basle, 
lakes  Lucerne,  Brienw,  and  Thun;  Berne,  Freiburg. 
Geneva,  the  Mer  de  Glace,  over  the  jVlps  by  the  Sim- 
plon  Pass;  Milan,  Venice,  Florence,  Kaples,  Rome, 
KarBeilles,  Paris,  London,  and  Liverpool  again,  and 
ihen  home,  ...  It  appeared  to  me  that  Providence 
hi  opened  the  way  for  my  long-contemplated  visit, 
Wdl  am  much  gratified  at  having  gone." 

WTien  he  set  out  on  this  foreign  tour,  like  other  en- 
tbnaastic  travellers,  he  began  with  a  resolution  to 
keep  a  journal,  in  which  he  would  give  a  minute  de- 
fcription  of  all  that  he  saw  from  day  to  day ;  but  when 
'lie  WHS  fairly  in  the  heart  of  Old  England,  he  found 
lumself  so  absorl)ed  with  the  sights  and  scenes  that 
Sroivded  upon  his  attention  that  his  "Journal"  sub- 

"  3  into  mere  jottings  of  places  and  objects  which 

of  interest  chiefly  to  his  family.     During  these 

Months  he  acquired  bucIi  a  knowledge  of  French  that 

for  years  after  it  was  his  custom  to  read  his  Scripture 

loming  lesson  in  a  French  Testament. 
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In  crossing  the  ocean  he  gave  himself  ample  time 
to  reach  home  at  the  expiration  of  his  furlough,  but 
the  steamer  failed  to  make  the  trip  in  the  usual  num- 
ber of  davs.  At  this  his  friends,  who  knew  him  to 
be  the  very  soul  of  punctuality,  expressed  their  won- 
der at  his  failure  to  "oome  up  to  time.'*  Upon  his 
arrival,  as  soon  as  the  first  greetings  were  over,  and 
he  had  explained  the  cause  of  his  detention,  one  of 
them  exclaimed :  "  But,  Major,  haven't  you  been  mis- 
erable since  the  beginning  of  the  month  ?  You  are 
so  particular  in  keeping  your  appointments  that  we 
imagined  you  were  beside  yourself  with  impatience." 
"Not  at  all,"  he  replied;  "I  did  all  in  my  power  to 
be  here  at  the  appointed  time ;  but  when  the  steamer 
was  delayed  by  Providence,  my  responsibility  was  at 
an  end."  Tiie  great  object  of  his  journey  was  at- 
tained. Aside  from  the  pleasure  of  seeing  foreign 
countries,  his  health  was  perfectly  restored,  and  he 
was  ready  to  resume  his  work. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

SECOND   UARRI AGE— HOME   LIFS.— 1SG7-I6fi8. 

Is  writing  these  memoirs,  it  has  been  ray  aim,  up 
to  tbis  period,  to  keep  myself  in  the  backgroimd  as 
much  as  possible;  but  ia  what  follows,  niy  own  life 
is  BO  bound  up  with  that  of  my  husband  that  the 
will  have  to  pardon  bo  much  of  self  as  mnst 
Bwessarily  be  introduced  to  continue  the  stnry  of  his 
domestic  life  and  to  explain  the  letters  that  follow. 

I  trust  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  give  a  very  brief 
fflsighl  into  my  early  life,  knowing  full  well  that  what- 
W«  interest  is  awakened  in  me  is  only  a  reflected  one, 
•riaing  solely  from  the  fact  of  my  having  been  the 
vifeof  General  Jackson.  The  home  of  my  girlhood 
large,  old-fushioned  house,  surrounded  by  an 
Ktensive  grove  of  fine  forest  trees,  on  a  plantation  in 
^JDcoln  County,  North  Carolina.  My  father,  the  Rev, 
Df.  R.  H.  Moirison.  a  Presbyterian  minister,  had  in 
ois  earlier  life  been  a  pastor  in  towns,  and  was  the  first 
Jfeadent  of  Davidson  College,  in  Korth  Carolina ;  but, 
lia health  having  failed,  he  sought  a  country  home  for 
Kst  and  restoration,  and  reared  his  large  family  of  ten 
<^ildren  principally  in  this  secluded  spot,  where  he  was 
tble  to  preach  to  a  group  of  country  churches.  lie 
■'(BS  graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 

the  year  ISIS,  in  a  class  with  President  Polk,  Bish- 
«p  Green,  of  Mississippi,  and  several  other  men  of  em- 
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tnence  Jn  church  and  state.  He  was  always  a  good 
student,  and  his  own  home  furnished  the  best  school 
for  his  children  until  the  girls  were  old  enough  to  be 
sent  off  to  boarding-school  and  the  boys  to  college.* 

•  The  iiDiiK'S  i>f  tbes«  cliildrcn  were : 

Ist.  luabella,  who  married  General  D.  H.  Uill. 

ad.  William  Wilberforcc  (of  tlie  Coufeilernte  itniiy),  wlio  dJcJ 
in  1805,  a  Tictira  of  the  war. 

8(1.  Harriet,  married  Mr.  James  P.  Irwin,  of  Cliarlotte.  N.  C. 

4tti.  Mary  Anna,  wifu  ut'  General  Thomas  J.  Jackson. 

0th.  Eugenia,  married  General  Rufus  Barringer,  of  N.  C. 

Bth.  Susan,  married  Judge  A.  C.  Aveiy,  of  N.  C. 

7th.  Laura,  married  Colonel  J.  E.  Brown,  of  Cliarlotle,  N.  C. 

Stli.  Joseph  Oiiihiiiu,  nt:irried  Jennie  Davis,  of  Bnlisbury,  N.  C. 

Bth.  Robert  Hall,  married  Luey  Reid,  of  Iredell  County,  N.  C. 

10th.  Alfred  J.,  married  Portia  Lee  Atkipson,  daughter  of  Her. 
Dr.  J.  M.  P.Atkinson,  ofHunipdeu  Sidney  College,  Virginia. 

Altred,  the  Ber^nmin  and  llower  of  the  flock,  followed  the  sacred 
calling  of  his  fallier.  Gifted  in  mind  and  person  and  winning 
in  ranmier,  he  gave  promise  of  great  usefulness  in  the  church. 
He  was  settled  as  pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Selma,  Aln- 
Ittino,  where  his  labors  had  been  greatly  blessed,  but  at  the  end 
nf  six  months  his  career  was  cut  short  by  typhoid  fever. 

My  lionored  and  beloved  father  long  outlived  his  son,  having 
attained  the  age  of  ninety  years.  As  he  died  since  iliis  biognphj 
was  commenced,  I  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  a  brief  tribatc  by 
my  pastor  to  his  memory : 

"  Degcende<l  from  a  sterling  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  he  inbelited 
those  qualities  of  miud  and  lie.irt  which,  hallowed  by  grace,  made 
liim  an  honor  to  the  age  and  a  blessiug  to  the  worid.  Called  by 
the  Saviour  iti  (he  morning  of  lifi;,  lie  obeyed  the  voice  of  Ihc gra- 
cious Shepherd,  and  followed  Uini  fuithfully  to  its  close.  Fonr 
timesnyearherend  the  Bible  through  from  beginning  to  end, stuily- 
iDg  all  the  commentaries  thnt  could  throw  light  upon  its  sacred 
pages.  Those,  with  daily  communion  with  Ood,  nnd  the  reading 
of  devotional  books,  were  the  sources  of  hla  irnlj  heavenly  piett, 
Literary  tastes  were  sanctified,  and  mind  and   lieart  found  their 
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In  those  good  old  times  before  the  war  many  wealthy 
families  lived  u|>on  their  plantations,  and  the  oeigh- 
borhood  in  which  my  father  lived  was  noted  for  its 
excellent  society,  refinement,  and  hospitality.  My 
mother  was  Mary  Graham/  daughter  of  General  Jo- 

higlicst  Ratisftiction  nnd  cnjojment  in  tbo  green  piistures  of  divinu 
tnitli  and  betidd  the  still  waters  o!  divine  conao'iution.  The  grand 
I  doctiinea  of  grace  entered  into  and  moulded  his  Cliristian  e:(peri- 
I  men,  nnd  inndQ  Idm  liutnblo  and  jirnyerftil,  cliecrfu]  and  strong, 
I  decided  but  lilieral,  active  and  zealous,  stendfast,  immovnbie,  mid 
I  nlwnjs  nbounding  in  tlie  work  of  tlio  Lord.  In  his  latter  years 
I  all  (if  his  iocnme— after  providing  for  his  perBoniil  wants— was  de- 
L  T»ti-d  to  the  Goapcl,  not  restricting  liiuisclf  to  bis  own,  but  nssist- 
Llng  other  denominations  of  Cbristinns. 

"  Davidson  College,  of  which  lie  was  the  founder,  han  risen  to 
I  «niincnco  among  the  tnatitntions  of  America.     Its  high  atundnrd 
I  conimands  tbe  respect  of  ihc  whole  country,  whilst  the  moral  in- 
I  finencea  wbEch  govern  nnd  surround  it  are  unsurpassed.    Buting 
l.thc  fifty-two  years  of  its  existence,  it  has  given  to  the  church  two 
I  liUDCtrcd  ministers  of  the  Gospel !    Who  is  nblc  to  compute  the 
B  total  of  blessing  accruing  to  the  world  from  this  one  source 
I  RloacT    Who  is  nble  to  measure  its  influence  for  good  through 
nil  coming  time  ?    And  who  is  nblo  to  estimate  Uie  indebted- 
ncBS  of  KDciety,  the  state,  and  the  church  to  its  noble  founder? 
Davidson  College  is  his  monument,  for  which  gGitenitions  yet  un- 
born will  rise  up  and  bloss  the  name  of  Dr.  Robert  Ilnll  Morrison. 
"  He  hus  left  to  Ilia  descendants  the  rlcli  legacy  of  nn  honored 
name,  a  holy  life,  on  elevated  Clirisliau  character,  nntl  niauy 
fervent  prayers  which  have  I>ccm.  and  are  yet  to  be,  answered  in 
hlcsiings  on  tliwr  heads— a  legacy  infiiiiti^ly  nmrc  precious  than 
ill  the  diadems  and  treasures  of  eaiih." 


'The  name  of  Griiham  recalls  tliiil  ofiuy  mother's  futber,  Gcii- 
wd  Joseph  Graham,  a  name  well  known  in  our  Revolutionary 
iinnals.  He  entered  tlie  army  at  nineteen  yeare  of  age.  At  the 
«nd  of  two  years  of  arduous  nnd  responsible  service  he  was  strick- 
en down  by  a  severe  and  lingering  illness,  but  returning  health 
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seph  Graham,  and  sister  of  the  Hon.  William  A,  Gra — 
ham,  who  was  successively  Oovemor  of  North  Caro- 
lina, United  States  Senator,  and  Secretary  of  the  Navv 
during  Vreaident  Fillmore's  administration,  llanng 
seen  a  good  deal  of  the  world  in  her  young  davs,  my 
mother  was  anxious  to  give  her  daughters  the  same 
pleasure,  and  we  were  indulged  in  charming  trips 
whenever  it  was  practicable ;  but,  there  being  six 
daughters,  we  had  to  take  these  ln\ys  by  turns,  Mv 
beautiful  younger  sister  Eugenia  and  I  left  school  at 
the  same  time,  came  out  as  ycmng  ladies  together,  and 
never  were  two  sisters  happier  or  more  united  in  mut- 
ual affection  and  confidence.    We  were  simple  ooun- 

found  biin  again  in  the  fielil.  When  Ihe  wur  invaded  his  owa 
MCtioo,  ftnil  tlie  army  uutler  General  Greene  nithdrcw  towards 
Virginia,  to  him  was  aa»gucLl  Ihc  coniuand  of  tliOEc  troops  wlilcli 
eufitiintd  tlio  rcnr-fpiard  uni]cr  General  Daries.  For  nuuij  milei 
lie  was  confronted  with  Tarleton's  fumoua  cavalry,  said  to  be  the 
best  in  tlic  Brilisli  scnicc.  Tlic  oUS'tiDatr  resistance  wliicli  lie  op- 
posed to  tUcir  ndvaoce  liad  nearly  cloj*d  liis  career.  After  many 
gkUant  bat  ineficctual  attempts  to  drive  tliem  back,  he  fell,  liter- 
ally coTered  vith  wonnds.  Bat  no  sooner  did  he  recover  than  he 
again  took  the  field.  The  service  which  notr  fell  to  his  lot  waa 
one  of  peculiar  privation,  suffering,  and  aacrifio&  Of  coutuiaaiy 
stores,  his  couuuiuid  oflen  had  none  :  nay,  tbi«  wuetimes  under 
tlie  ncorssitT  of  supplving  their  ov&  horsed  and  puicli.ising  their 
ono  eqiiipaient&  But  bis  |iatriotiMu  was  eittii«  and  uccalcalit- 
ing ;  he  t«dc«d  sol  of  mouas,  healtb,  or  life  itaclf  in  the  cause  to 
wtttch  be  had  demoted  hiniMtf ;  and  to  be  oonlwMd  in  the  field  as 
loi%  as  tb«n  wu  an  cnenj  »  Uic  CMkutry.  ud  tliough,  when 
pt*n  wu  dtcknd.  be  had  bat  cidend  on  tbc  thicsbold  of  man- 
bood,  be  kvl  edMM»dcd  m  ftllMa  diftfcBt  cogaeHBHiU. 

Ib  diti  Ulh  U  WW  mcdy  k«  diitii^tuAcd.  TbeiM«yiB- 
pottjuit  pMkkwt  tlWd  by  him  »Bwl  ibe  b%b«t  U*in»iiy  to  lot 
npMlty  and  «ba)ncirr-     ll«  i«*i«d  tbe  coumoob  of  mmic^ 
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[Ii"?  maidens,  knowing  little  of  the  world  outside  of 
■  Our  father's  home,  where  all  was  purity,  peace,  and 
feontentiiient. 

y  first  revelation  of  the  gay  world  was  a  visit  to 
'  ancle  Graham,  in  Washington,  during  the  last 
r  of  Ifr,  Fillmore's  administration.  Washington 
5  then  a  rather  small,  old-fashioned  city  compiired 
«"ith  its  present  expansion  and  mugni licence,  hnt  to  a 
little  country  girl,  in  18&3.  it  was  the  grandest  and 
most  charming  place  that  she  had  ever  seen.  Two 
other  young  ladies  woi-e  guests  of  my  uncle  at  the 
same  time,  and  we  formed  a  most  congenial  and  hap- 
py trio  dnring  my  delightful  stay  of  four  months. 
Bein^  "  Cabinet  ladies,"'  ^ve,  of  course,  were  invited 
I'l  all  the  grand  entertainments,  and  though  none  of 
Hs  were  dancing  girls  (for  myself,  as  a  minister's 
ilaiigliter,  it  would  not  have  been  considered  proper), 
certuinly  we  did  not  need  it  to  complete  our  enjoy- 
ment. 

One  of  our  red-letter  evenings  was  a  select  social  tea 
nt  tbe  White  House,  the  charming  hostess.  Miss  Fill- 
raore,  being  equal  in  cultivation  and  accomplishments 
'0  any  one  who  has  tilled  the  position  of  "  first  lady 
'if  llie  land."  Her  mother  was  living,  and,  of  course, 
i'«li  precedence  of  the  daughter,  but  the  latter  was 
IwMtss  to  her  young  friends  on  this  evening.  We  had 
Wmfl  very  delightful  music  on  the  harp,  one  lady  sing- 
ing "Auld  Kobin  Gray"  with  exquisite  beauty  and 

[BtllOS. 

rpon  my  return  hoipe.  my  younger  sister,  Etigenia, 
iras  to  have  a  trip  to  Lexington,  Virginia,  which  at 
tliat  time  was  the  home  of  our  oldest  sister,  who  had 
Lnarriol  Major  D.  H,  Hill  (afterwards  general  in  the 
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Confederate  army),  ii  ppofessor  in  Washington  College. 
One  of  my  father's  elders  ami  friends,  Robert  I.  McDow- 
ell, was  a  delegate  to  the  treneral  Assembly  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  kindly  offered  to  escort  Eugenia  on  her  jour- 
ney. Having  recently  relumed  from  bo  long  a  visit 
to  Washington,  it  never  entered  into  my  head  even  to 
wish  that  I  might  bo  permitted  to  accompany  ray  sis- 
ter, and  my  astonishment  can  be  imagined  when  she 
came  lx)unding  into  ray  room  in  a  perfect  ecstasy,  ex- 
claiming :  "  Oh,  sister,  father  says  you  may  go,  too  I'" 
Being  a  very  dependent  younger  sister,  and  always 
shrinking,  on  account  of  shyness,  from  going  any- 
where  alone,  it  may  be  that  she  had  put  in  a  plea  for 
me  to  accompany  her  that  was  irresistible;  but,  at  all 
events,  no  plan  could  have  been  more  delightful  than 
for  us  to  make  this  visit  together,  and  two  more  joy- 
ous young  creatures  never  set  out  upon  a  journey,  the 
entire  unexpectedness  of  my  being  one  of  the  party 
filling  the  cup  of  our  happiness. 

At  that  time  North  CaroHna  had  only  a  few  raQ- 
roads,  none  near  to  us,  going  north ;  but  there  was  one 
running  from  Charlotte  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and  our  escort  chose  this  circuitous  route,  via  Charles- 
ton, Wilmington,  and  Richmond,  rather  than  travel  by 
coach  across  the  country. 

This  long  journey,  instead  of  proving  wearisome  to 
ua,  was  a  source  of  genuine  enjoyment,  esjiecially  as 
we  took  it  by  easy  stages.  We  spent  one  night  in 
Columbia,  which  we  had  time  to  see  in  its  lovely  May 
dress,  with  its  enchanting  old  private  gardens,  with 
their  wealth  of  flowers  and  evergreens.  At  Charles- 
ton we  spent  only  a  few  hours,  but  our  drive  through 
it  to  take  the  steamer  gave  us  a  glimpse  of  this  city 
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ly  the  sea.  Our  raptui-e  then  reached  its  acme,  when 
Ife  beheld  for  the  first  time  the  oK-ean,  and  had  a  sail 
otttteiity-four  hours  upon  it  to  Wilmington.  It  was 
I  perfect  afternoon,  the  sunset  was  superb,  and,  as 
[iaped  seasickness,  we  were  able  to  enjoy  everv- 
tting,  From  Wilmington  to  Richmond  we  travelled  by 
lii,  and  expected  at  the  latter  place  to  part  with  our 
loort,  but  he  chivalrously  volunteei-ed  to  see  us  to  onr 
mraey'a  end,  and  accompanied  us  ail  the  way  to  Lex- 
iglon.  From  Staunton  to  Lexington  we  travelled  by 
Mage-coach.  Upon  our  arrival,  my  sister,  Mrs.  Hill, 
i  much  surprised  at  seeing  me  as  I  was  at 
ting  permitted  to  take  the  trip,  for  she  was  expect- 
^  only  one  of  her  young  sisters  to  visit  Iier  that 
nniner. 

General  Hill  has  told  of  the  links  in  the  chain  of 
IVovJdcnce  that  led  Major  Jackson  to  Lexington.  Of 
curse,  I  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  a  special  Provi-  ■ 
Isncelhat  led  me  there  to  meet  him  who  was  to  be 
ly  tntnre  husband,  and  to  know  him  as  a  friend,  witli- 
n  the  remotest  idea,  on  his  part  or  mine,  that  we 
Mid  ever  be  to  each  other  anything  more. 
Throagh  the  letters  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Hill,  we  had 
wrd  of  their  friend.  Major  Jackson,  and  his  engage- 
o  Miss  Elinor  Junkin  had  been  confided  to  them 
fcfoce  we  went  to  Lexington,  so  that  before  we  met 
m  we  knew  that  he  was  soon  to  be  married.  He 
isvery  intimate  at  the  house  of  Major  Hill,  and  was 
e  first  gentleman  to  call  upon  us,  his  regard  for  our 
istives  giving  him  a  very  friendly  feeling  towai-ds 
L  His  greeting  was  most  cordial,  and  he  very  soon 
tared  his  services  in  the  kindest  manner,  telling  us 
I  if  Major  Hill  was  ever  too  much  engaged  to  give 
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US  every  needful  attention,  we  must  call  ugxin  him  as 
we  would  ui>on  a  brother. 

My  first  impression  was  that  he  was  more  soldierly- 
looking  than  anything  else,  his  erect  bearing  and  mil- 
itary dress  being  quite  striking ;  but  upon  engaging  in 
conversation,  his  open,  animsLted  countenance,  and  his 
clear  complexion,  tinged  with  the  ruddy  glow  of  health, 
were  still  more  pleasing.  The  descriptions  of  his  per- 
sonal appearance  differ  so  much  that  I  must  be  ])er- 
mitted  to  give  mine,  which  6urely  ought  to  be  true  to 
life.  His  head  was  a  splendid  one.  large  and  finely 
formed,  and  covered  with  soft,  dark-brown  hair,  which, 
if  allowed  to  grow  to  any  length,  curled ;  but  he  had 
a  horror  of  long  hair  for  a  man,  and  clung  to  the  con- 
ventional style,  a  la  niUitaire,  of  wearing  very  close- 
cut  hair  and  short  side-whiskers.  After  he  was  per- 
suaded to  turn  out  a  full  beard,  it  was  much  more  be- 
coming to  him,  his  beard  being  a  heavy  and  handsome 
brown,  a  shade  hghter  than  bis  hair.  His  forehead 
was  noble  and  oximnsive,  and  always  fair,  from  its 
protection  by  his  military  caj).  His  eyes  were  blue- 
gray  in  color,  large,  and  well-formed,  capable  of  won- 
derful changes  with  his  varying  emotions.  His  nose 
was  atraigbt  and  finely  chiselled,  his  mouth  small,  and 
his  face  oval.  His  profile  was  very  fine.  All  his  feat- 
ures were  regular  and  symmetrical,  and  he  was  at  all 
times  manly  and  noble-looking,  and  when  in  robast 
health  he  was  a  handsome  man. 

His  manners  were  rather  stiff,  but  they  had  a  cer- 
tain dignity  which  showed  that  he  was  not  an  ordi- 
nary man.  His  uniform,  consisting  of  a  dark -blue 
frock-coat  with  shoulder-straps,  double-breasted,  and 
buttoned  up  to  the  chin  with  brass  buttons,  and  fault- 
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Ipss  white  linen  pantaloons,  wag  very  becoming  to 
him. 

My  young  sister  and  I  wero  at  the  age  when  girls 

can  9i>e  fun  in  everything,  and  while  fully  appreciating 

the  wiipmth  of  his  kindness,  we  were  silly  enough  to 

inuke  ourselves  ver\'  merry  over  the  role  he  had  as- 

suiued  in  offering  himself  as  a  brother  to  us,  and  we 

Bnever  looke<l  upon  him  as  a  beau  any  more  than  we 

^^N^ould  upon  a  man  who  was  already  married.     With 

^*his  perfect  understanding  of  the  situation,  we  came 

to  know  him  very  intimately,  a,  day  rarely  passing 

I     wntliout  his  calling  for  a  few  moments;  and  having 

^^lAiopted  us  as  his  protegees,  he  came   every  Sunday 

^vvening  to  sec  if  we  were  provided  with  escorts  for 

^KSiaTch.    My  beantiful  young  sister  was  more  of  a 

t»elle  than  I,  and  was  scarcely  over  without  an  engage- 

riient  of  this  kind,  so  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  share  the 

l>TolherIy  wing  of  the  major  oftener  than  to  her,     I 

always  felt  that  he  would  have  chosen,  her  first  if  the 

opportunity  offereti,  but  neither  of  us  had  any  greater 

hesiUition  in  accepting  his  escort  than  we  would  that 

»rf  Major  Hill.  We  both  felt  that  he  was  a  delightful 
md  never-failing  stand-by,  as  he  always  kept  out  of 
Iteway  if  any  other  youuginen  wished  to  pay  their 
Wspects,  only  offering  his  services  when  they  were 
needed.  But  he  often  took  us  on  long  strolls  into 
tte  country,  and  contributed  in  every  way  that  be 
wuM  to  our  enjoyment  as  long  as  he  remained.  We 
Kased  him  a  great  deal,  which  he  always  took  good- 
OMuredly,  but  never  once  admitted  to  us  the  fact  of 
■"is  engagement,  and  his  ^fuincee  and  he  were  rarely 
seen  together  in  public.  This  was  in  deferenoe  to  her 
wislies,  and  they  both  kept  their  secret  so  well  guard- 
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ed  that,  when  their  marriage  was  announced  it  took 
the  town  by  surprise.  We  were  in  Lexington  at  the 
time.  He  had  bidden  us  good-by,  and  gone  off  in  the 
beginning  of  his  summer  vacation,  and  we  thought  we 
had  seen  the  last  of  the  major,  as  we  were  to  return 
home  before  his  ])rofessorial  duties  called  him  back. 

That  visit  to  Lexington,  to  us,  was  as  charming  as 
charming  could  be.  Arriving  there,  as  we  did,  in  the 
month  of  May,  that  mountain  country  was  arrayed  in 
all  its  spring  beauty,  and  there  could  not  have  been  a 
more  propitious  season  for  social  enjoyment  to  young 
jwople  than  just  before  the  commencements  of  the 
two  large  institutions.  We  were  there  long  enough 
in  advance  to  make  many  pleasant  acquaintances, 
and,  that  being  the  gay  season  of  the  town,  there  were 
a  succession  of  entertainments  and  a  round  of  par- 
ties, at  which  there  was  always  music,  but  never  danc- 
ing or  card-playing,  A  more  cuUiv.ited  and  religious 
community  was  not  to  be  found ;  and  the  numerous 
young  men  there  at  the  time,  embracing  professors, 
theological  and  college  students,  cadets,  and  citizens, 
seemed  to  vie  with  each  otlier  in  showing  courtesy  to 
the  young  la<lies,  of  whom  there  was  an  unusually  large 
circle  there  that  summer.  After  the  commencements 
were  over,  the  greater  part  of  our  acquaintances  left  for 
their  homes,  or  for  new  scenes  of  recreation  during  the 
vacation.  But  even  after  the  cessation  of  tiie  round  of 
gayety,  and  when  the  College  and  the  Institute  were 
empty,  there  were  enough  residents  left  to  afford  us  a 
very  delightful,  though  quiet,  time  to  the  end  of  our  visit. 

f)ne  August  morning  we  were  taken  by  surprise 
when  our  friend  Major  Jackson  suddenly  dropped  in, 
and  our  many  exclamations  of  wonder  at  seeing  him 
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'  amused  him  as  much  as  his  une-Kpected  apiwarance 
astonished  us.  The  reunion  was  a  merry  one,  and  he 
spent  an  hour  or  more,  calling  for  his  favorite  songs 

'  and  seeming  genuinely  happy;  but  not  even  a  hint 
did  he  give  ua  as  to  the  object  of  his  return,  although 

I  we  plied  liim  with  all  sorts  of  teasing  questions.    We 

I  Baw  him  no  more,  but  were  electritied  the  next  morn- 
ing at  hearing  that  lie  and  Miss  Ellie  Junkin  were 

I  married,  and  had  gone  North  on  a  bridal  tour! 

After  our  return  home,  my  sister  and  I  became  ab- 
sorbed in  our  ohl  associations,  and  while  retaining  the 
most  pleasant  antl  grateful  recolloctious  of  our  kind 

I  friend  Major  Jackson,  we  lost  sight  of  him  entirely; 

I  and  BS  Majfir  and  Mrs.  Hill  removed  frem  Lexington, 

I  our  communication  with  the  place  was  cut  off. 

The  following  spring  after  our  return,  Eugenia  was 

[  married  to  a  young  lawyer  of  Nortli  Carolina,  Mr. 

'  Rufns  Barringer,  who  during  the  war  became  a  gen- 
eral in  the  Confederate  army. 

The  loss  of  her  sweet  companionship  was.  up  to  that 
time,  the  greatest  trial  of  my  life.  For  three  years 
after,  I  lived  at  home  "in  maiden  meditation,  fancy- 
free" — little  dreaming  what  the  future  held  in  store  for 
niu ;  for  I  can  truthfully  siiy  that  my  fate  was  as  much 
of  n  surprise  to  me  as  it  could  liavo  been  to  an}'  one 
elBC  We  had  heard  witli  sincere  sorrow  and  sympa- 
thy of  the  deatli  of  Mrs.  Jackson ;  but  afterwards  noth- 
ing waa  heard  froro  the  major,  except  in  an  incidental 
way.  However,  he  was  given  to  surprises,  and  after 
returning  from  Europe  with  restored  health  and  spir- 

I  its  he  began  to  realize  that  life  could  be  made  bright 

I  and  happy  to  him  again,  and  in  revolving  this  problem 

I  in  bin  mind  his  first  impulse  was  to  open  communica- 
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tion  with  his  old  friend  Miss  Anna  Morrison,  and  see 
if  she  could  not  be  induced  to  laecorae  a  participant  in 
attaining  his  desii-ed  happiness.  So,  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, the  first  letter  I  ever  received  from  him  came  to 
me  expressing  such  blissful  memories  over  reminis- 
cences of  the  Slimmer  ivo  had  been  together  in  Lex- 
ington that  my  sister  Eugenia  laughed  inost  heartily 
over  it,  and  predicte<l  an  early  visit  from  the  major. 
Still,  I  was  increilulous,  and  when  her  prediction  was 
verified  in  a  very  siiort  time,  and  I  sa"-  a  tall  form, 
in  mihtary  dress,  ivalking  up  from  my  father's  gate, 
I  could  scarcely  believe  my  senses.  Hia  visit  was 
brief,  as  he  had  asked  for  a  leave  of  absence  in  the 
midst  of  the  session,  promising  to  return  on  a  certain 
day,  and  it  mattered  not  how  much  success  or  fascina- 
tion enchained  him,  ho  would  not  indulge  himself  one 
moment  beyond  the  limit  of  his  time,  Jly  father  was 
highly  pleased  with  him  as  a  Christian  gentleman,  and 
my  mother  was  also  favorably  irapresse<I,  especially 
with  his  extreme  politeness,  so  that  his  visit  was  one 
of  mutual  congeniahty  and  enjoyment.  I  was  always 
thankful  that  our  acquaintance  and  friendship  had 
been  formed  in  a  perfectly  disinterested  way,  without 
a  thought  on  either  side  that  we  should  ever  occupy 
a  closer  relation. 

He  was  a  great  advocate  for  maiTiage,  appreciating 
the  gentler  sex  so  highly  that  whenever  he  met  one 
of  the  "unappropriated  blessings''  under  the  type  of 
truest  womanhotxi.  he  would  wish  that  one  of  his  bach- 
elor friends  could  \>e  fortunate  enough  to  win  ber. 

Some  extracts  from  his  letters  after  our  engage- 
ment will  show  the  tenderness  of  hia  nature,  and  how 
with  this  human  affection  were  mingled  a  boundless 


EXTRACTS   FROM  LETTERS:. 

Flove  ami  gratitude  to  Him  who  was  the  giver  of  all. 

Upon  hearing  of  the  death  of  an  idolized  little  boy, 

the  son  of  ilajor  Hill,  he  writes :  "  I  wrote  to  Major 

ami  Mrs.  Hill  a  few  days  since,  and  my  prayer  is  that 

Lthis  heavj'  affliction  may  be  sanctiSed   to  them.     I 

■ivas  not  sm-prised  that  little  M was  taken  away. 

I  I  have  long  regarded  his  father's  attachment  to 

liiim  as  too  strong;  that  is,  so  strong  that  he  would 

Ibe  unwilling  to  give  him  up,  though  God  should  call 

Eor  liis  own.    I  du  not  believe  tliat  an  attachment 

Sever  is,  or  can  be,  absolutely  too  strong  for  any  object 

■of  our  affections;   but  our  love  to  God  may  not  be 

■trong  enough.    AVe  may  not  love  Him  so  intensely  as 

3  have  no  will  but  ITis.  .  .  .  Is  there  not  a  comfort  in 

■ayer  which  ia  nowhere  else  to  be  found?" 


* 


"  April  25th,  1857.  It  is  a  great  comfort  to  me  to 
know  that  although  I  am  not  ivitk  you,  yet  you  are 
in  the  hands  of  One  who  will  not  permit  any  evil  to 
come  nigh  you.  What  a  consoling  thought  it  ia  to 
know  that  we  may,  >vith  perfect  confidence,  commit 
all  our  friends  in  Jesus  to  the  care  of  our  Heavenly 
Tather,  with  an  assurance  that  all  will  be  well  with 
them !  .  .  .  I  have  been  sorely  iIisap]>ointed  at  not 
hearing  from  you  this  morning,  but  these  disappoint- 
ments are  all  designed  tor  our  goml. 

"  In  my  daily  walks  I  think  much  of  you.  I  love  to 
stroll  abroa^l  after  the  labors  of  the  day  are  over,  and 
indulge  feelings  of  gratitude  to  God  for  all  the  sources 
uf  natural  beauty  with  which  he  has  adorned  the 
earth.  Some  time  since,  my  morning  wallts  were  ren- 
derefl  very  delightful  by  the  singing  of  the  birds.  TJie 
morning  carolling  of  the  birds,  and  their  sweet  notes 


lOa  I-IFE  OF   GENERAL   THOMAS  J.  JACKSON. 

in  the  evening,  awaken  in  rae  devotional  feelings  of 
praise  iind  thanksgiving,  though  very  different  in  their 
nature.  In  the  morning,  all  animated  nature  (man  ex- 
cepted) appears  to  join  in  expressions  of  gratitude  to 
God ;  in  the  evening,  all  is  hushing  into  silent  slumber, 
and  thus  disposes  the  mind  to  meditation.  And  as 
my  mind  dwells  on  you,  I  love  to  give  it  a  devotional 
turn,  hy  thinking  of  you  as  a  gift  fi-om  our  Heavenly 
Father.  How  delightful  it  is  thus  to  associate  every 
pleasure  and  enjoyment  with  God  the  Giver!  Thus 
will  He  bless  iia,  and  make  us  grow  in  grace,  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  Him,  whom  to  know  aright  is  life 
eternal." 

"Jfay  7th.  I  wish  I  conk!  bo  with  you  to-morrow 
at  your  communion.  Though  absent  in  body,  yet  in 
spirit  I  shall  be  present,  and  my  prayer  will  be  for 
your  growth  in  every  Christian  grace-  ...  I  take 
special  pleasure  in  tlie  ]iart  of  my  prayers  in  which  I 
beg  that  every  temporal  and  spirituid  blessing  may 
be  yours,  and  that  the  glory  of  (irod  may  be  the  con- 
trolling and  absorbing  thought  of  our  lives  in  our  new 
relation.  It  is  to  me  a  great  satisfaction  to  feel  that 
our  Heavenly  Father  has  so  manifestly  ordered  our 
union.  I  Iwlieve,  and  am  persuaded,  that  if  we  but 
walk  in  His  commandments,  acknowledging  Him  in 
all  our  ways,  He  will  shower  His  blessings  upon  us. 
How  delightful  it  is  to  feel  that  we  have  such  a 
friend,  who  changes  not!  The  Christian's  recogni- 
tion of  God  in  all  His  works  greatly  enhances  his  en- 
joyment." 

"May  ItJth.     There  is  something  very  pleasant  in 


HIS  SECOSD   MARKIAGE. 


103 


tht  thought  of  yoor  mailinj^  ine  a  letter  every  Mon- 
'iai*;  such  manifestation  of  regard  for  the  Sabbath 
must  be  well-pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God.  Oh  that 
all  onr  people  would  manifest  such  a  regard  for  his 
lioly  day!  If  we  would  all  strictly  observe  his  holy 
la-vrs,  what  would  not  our  country  be!  .  .  .  When  in 
prayer  fur  you  last  Sabbath,  the  tears  came  to  my  eyes, 
a.  nd  I  reali/^1  an  unusual  degree  of  emotional  tender- 
ness. I  have  not  yet  fully  analyzed  my  feelings  to  my 
f>a.tiEfaction,  so  as  to  arrive  at  the  cause  of  such  emo- 
ticins;  but  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  it  consisted  in 
z  be  idea  of  the  intimate  relation  existing  between  you, 
n^  tlie  object  of  my  fender  affection,  and  God,  to 
%^^lioin  I  looked  up  aa  my  Heavenly  Father.  I  felt  that 
«_l£i\-  as  if  it  were  a  communion  day  for  myself."  .  .  . 

"June  20th.  I  never  remember  to  have  fell  so  touch- 
iTi^ly  as  last  Sabbath  the  pleasure  springing  fi'om  the 
tli.jQght  of  prayers  ascending  for  my  welfare  from 
ony  tenderly  beloved.  There  is  something  very  de- 
ligiitful  in  such  spiritual  communion." 


Oa  the  16th  of  July,  1S57,  we  were  married.  It 
'^''"as  a  quiet  little  home  wedding,  and  the  ceremony 
*as  performed  by  a  favorite  old  ministerial  friend  of 
mine.  Kev.  Dr.  Drury  Lacy.  My  father  could  not 
^rast  his  emotional  nature  enough  to  marry  any  of 
lii*  tiaughters. 

Whether  or  not  it   was   iu   his  usual  formula,  or 

"^liether  he  was  impressed  by  the  very  determined 

fl  unbending  look  of  the  military  bridegroom.  Dr. 

'  Lscymade  him  promise  to  be  an  "  indulgent  husband," 

laying  special  stress  upon  the  adjective ;  but  he  was 
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equally  emphatic  in  exacting  obedience  on  the  part  of 
the  hride. 

The  most  memorable  incident  of  the  occasion  to 
me  wiis  that  my  trousseau,  which  had  been  ordered 
from  New  York  in  ample  time,  arrived  only  a  few 
hours  before  the  ceremony,  and  I  liad  been  compelled 
to  improvise  a  bridal  outfit,  in  the  certain  expectation 
of  disappointment.  However,  the  old  adage  "  All's 
well  that  ends  well"  was  verifieil  in  this  case,  as  every 
article  of  my  ordering  was  a  perfect  fit,  and  entirely 
satisfactory ;  and  the  trustful  major  had  rea^ure<l  me 
all  along  that  they  would  come  in  time.  This  was  one 
of  the  "  special  providences "  which  he  loved  to  re- 
count, llis  bridal  gifts  to  me  were  a  beautiful  gold 
watch  and  a  lovely  set  of  seed  pearls. 

A  few  days  after  our  marriage  we  set  out  ujwn  a 
Northern  tour.  The  trip  included  visits  to  Iliehmond, 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Saratoga,  and  Ni- 
agara. In  New  York  we  saw  almost  everything  that 
was  to  bo  seen  in  the  way  of  sight-seeing,  oven  climb- 
ing to  the  top  of  the  spire  of  Trinity  Church,  to  take 
i\  bird's-eye  view  of  the  magnificent  panorama  which 
it  overlooks.  The  view  was  indeed  grand,  embracing 
the  whole  city — graceful,  sparkling  rivers;  the  bay 
and  sound,  studded  with  vessels  in  motion  and  at 
rest ;  and  beautiful  rural  scenery  stretching  out  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach. 

But  the  places  tliat  combined  the  greatest  amount 
of  interest  and  pleasure  were  Niagara  and  Saratoga. 
No  man  delighted  more  in  viewing  the  grand  and  won- 
derful works  of  the  Creator,  and  in  looking  "  through 
nature  up  to  nature's  God."  At  Saratoga  he  took 
not  a  particle  of  interest  in  the  gay  and  fashionable 
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hrong,  but  the  nataral  beauties  of  the  place  charmed 
im.  and  he  found  a  dehghtful  recreation  in  rowing 
e  over  the  lovely  lake,  whose  placid  waters  were,  at 
lat  time,  covered  with  water-lilies. 
After  completing  this  deliglitful  Northem  tour,  we 
tided  our  way  to  the  Uockbridge  Alum  Springe,  a 
Bry  pleasant  mountain  resort  in  the  Valley  of  Vir- 
nia,  and  only  a  few  hours  from  Lexington.  Here 
re  remained  several  weeks,  or  until  the  beginning  of 
be  session  at  the  Institute;  enjoying  the  quiet,  and 
Knding  the  time  in  reading,  walking,  and  sitting 
I  the  woods ;  the  delicious  mountain  air  and  Bne 
»nery  giving  a  zest  to  existence,  and  sending  us 
way  regretfully  when  duty  called  us  home.  Major 
iockson  derived  great  benelit  from  the  mineral  waters 
f  tbe  Rockbridge  Alura  Springs,  and  it  was  a  favorite 
sort  of  his.  Upon  our  return  to  I^xington  we  lived 
r  a  few  months  at  the  best  hotel  in  the  place ;  but  he 
M  not  at  all  fond  of  boarding,  and  longed  for  the 
aie  when  he  could  have  a  home  of  hi.s  own.  In  a 
Htcr  to  B,  friend  he  says :  "  I  hope  in  the  course  of 
!  we  shall  be  able  to  call  some  house  our  home, 
fbore  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  long 
feit  from  you.  I  shall  never  be  content  until  I  am 
i  the  head  of  an  establishment  in  which  my  friends 
an  feel  at  home  in  Lexington.  I  have  taken  tlie  fii-st 
JDportant  step  by  securing  a  wife  capable  of  making 
k  happy  home,  and  the  next  thing  is  to  give  her  an 
pportunity." 
Doctor  Dabney  trnly  says  of  General  Jackson  that 
'in  no  man  were  the  domestic  affections  ever  more 
mder  and  noble.  lie  who  saw  only  the  stern,  self- 
nng  soldier  in  his  quarters,  amidst  the  details  of 


106 


LIFE  OF  GENEKAL  THOMAS  J.  JACKSON. 


the  commander's  duties,  op  on  tlie  field  of  battle,  conld 
scai-ceiy  comprehend  the  gentle  sweetness  of  his  home 
life.  There  the  cloud,  which  to  his  enemies  was  only 
night  and  tempest,  displayed  nothing  but  the  'silver 
lining.'  In  his  household  the  law  of  love  reigned :  his 
own  pattern  was  the  chief  stimulus  to  duty;  and  his 
sternest  rebuke,  when  he  beheld  any  recession  from 
gentleness  or  propriety,  was  to  say,  half  tenderly,  half 
sadly  :  '  Ah !  that  is  not  the  way  to  be  happy !' " 

Bayard  Taylor's  beautiful  lines : 

"  The  brnveat  aru  tlie  tcnderest. 
Tlio  loving  are  the  dariug," 
found  a  true  exemplification  in  him,  of  which  his 
letters  will  be  the  best  proof. 

A  few  montlis  after  our  marriage  he  proposed  that 
we  should  study  together  the  Shorter  Catechism  as  a 
Sabbath-afternoon  exercise,  and  it  was  not  long  until 
we  committed  it  to  memory — he  reciting  it  to  rae 
with  perfect  accuracy  from  beginning  to  end.  This 
he  had  not  been  taught  in  his  youth,  although  he  had 
read  it  carefully  before  committing  himself  to  Presby- 
terianism.  He  considered  it  a  model  of  sound  doc- 
trine, as  he  did  also  the  Confession  of  Faith;  but  his 
chief  study  was  the  Bible  itself,  which  was  truly  "  a 
lamp  unto  his  feet,  and  a  light  unto  his  path." 

After  boarding  more  than  a  year,  he  finally  suc- 
cee<lcd  in  purchasing  a  house  in  Ixsxington,  the  only 
available  one  he  could  obtain,  and  it  was  his  intention 
to  sell  it  and  build  one  to  suit  liimsclf  in  the  courae  of 
time.  But  unsuitable  as  this  large,  old  house  was  for 
his  small  family,  it  was  genuine  happiness  to  him  to 
have  a  home  of  his  own :  it  was  the  first  one  he  had 
ever  possessed,  and  it  was  truly  his  castle.     He  lost 
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BO  time  in  going  to  work  to  repair  it  and  make  it 
comfortable  and  attractive.  Ilis  tastes  were  simple, 
but  he  liked  to  bave  everythiug  iii  perfect  order — 
ever;  door  "ou  golden  binges  softly  turning,"'  as  lie 
Kpressed  it ;  "  a  place  for  everything,  and  evervtiiing 
in  its  place ;"  and  under  his  methodical  management 


»  household  soon  became  as  regular  and  well-or- 
'  as  it  was  po8sil>le  for  it  to  be  with  negro  ser- 
ila.  Ilis  furniture  was  very  plain,  thongh  of  ex- 
ent  materials;  but  simplicity  itself  marked  everv 
ele.  A  lutly  said  it  was  just  her  idea  of  a  Chris- 
liiome.  He  believed  in  providing  his  fainily  witii 
:■/ comfort  and  convtinienco.  for  which  he  spared 


lOS 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  TK0MA8  J.  JACKSOff. 


no  expense,  lie  was  intensely  fond  of  his  home,  and 
it  was  there  he  found  his  greatest  happiness.  There 
all  that  was  best  in  liis  nature  shone  forth,  shedding 
sxreetness  and  light  over  his  household. 

Those  who  knew  General  Jackson  only  as  they  saw 
him  in  public  would  have  found  it  hard  to  believe  that 
there  could  bo  such  a  transformation  as  he  exhibitetl 
in  his  domestic  life.  lie  luxuriated  in  the  freedom 
and  liberty  of  his  home,  and  his  buoyancy  and  joyous- 
ness  of  nature  often  ran  into  a  playfulness  and  aban- 
don that  would  have  been  incredible  to  those  who 
saw  him  only  when  he  put  on  his  official  dignity. 
The  overflowing  sunshine  of  his  heart  was  a  reflection 
from  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  and  he  always  said 
we  could  not  love  an  earthly  creature  too  much  if  we 
only  loved  God  niorfi.  He  was  generous  but  unosten- 
tatious in  his  mode  of  living,  and  nothiug  gave  him 
mora  pleasure  than  to  welcome  iiis  frieniis  to  his  sim- 
ple and  hospitable  home.  He  particularly  delighted 
in  entertaining  ministers  of  the  (iospel. 

His  garden  was  a  source  of  very  great  pleasure  to 
him :  he  worked  in  it  a  great  deal  with  his  own  hands, 
and  cultivated  it  in  quite  a  scientific  way.  He  stmU 
ied  Buist's  Kitchen  Garden,  imd  hail  an  elaborate  cal- 
endar for  planting,  which  was  given  him  by  an  en- 
thusiastic brother-officer  in  the  army.  So  successful 
was  he  as  a  gartlener  that  he  raised  more  vegetables 
than  his  family  could  consume.  His  early  training 
upon  his  uncle's  farm  bad  instilled  into  him  a  love  for 
rural  pui-snits,  and  it  wsis  not  long  until  he  gratified 
hi6  desire  to  possess  a  little  farm  of  his  own,  which 
embraced  twenty  acres  near  town.  Here,  with  the 
aid  of  his  negroes,  he  raised  ivheat,  corn,  and  other 


ORDER  OF  THE  DAY'S  DUTiEa 


109 


idticts,  and  every  year  his  crops  and  land  improved 
nder  his  diligent  care.  Tliis  farm  he  sold  during  the 
>ar,  and  invested  the  proceeds  in  Confederate  bonds 
►  usaist  the  government. 

His  life  at  home  was  jwrfectly  regular  and  system- 
lie  arose  about  six  o'clock,  and  first  knelt  in 
Bcret  prayer;  then  he  took  a  cold  bath,  which  was 
ever  omitted  even  in  the  coldest  days  of  winter, 
bis  was  followed  by  a  brisk  walk,  in  rain  or  shine 

V  with  a  pair  of  indiarrubber  cavalry  boots  and  a 

lavy  army  overcoat  he  was  independent  of  the  weath- 
r),  and  he  returned,  looking  the  picture  of  freshness 

1  animation. 

Seven  o'clock  was  the  hour  for  family  prayers, 
iich  he  required  all  his  servants  to  attend  prompt- 
'  and  r^ularly.  He  never  ivaited  for  any  one,  not 
ren  his  xvife. 

Breakfast  followed  prayers,  after  which  he  left  im- 
edialely  for  the  rnstitute,  hia  classes  opening  at 
ght  o'clock  and  continuing  until  eleven.  lie  was 
Ignged  in  teaching  only  three  hours  a  day,  except 

r  a  few  weeks  before  the  close  of  the  session,  when 
le  artillery  practice  <lemanded  an  additional  hour 
I  the  afternoon,  Upon  his  return  home  at  eleven 
clock,  he  devoted  himself  to  study  until  one.  The 
,  book  he  took  up  daily  was  his  Bible,  which  he 
Hd  wjtii  IV  commentary,  and  the  many  pencil-marks 
I  it  showed  with  what  care  he  bent  over  its  ]Miges. 

■om  his  ISihlo  lesson  he  turned  to  his  text-books, 
'bich  engaged  him  until  dinner,  at  one  o'clock.     Dur- 

If  theee  hours  of  study  he  would  not  permit  any  in- 

rruption.  and  stood  all  that  time  in  front  of  a  high 
esk,  which  he  had  had  matle  to  order,  and  upon 
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which  he  kept  his  books  and  stationery.  After  din- 
ner he  gave  himself  up  for  half  an  hour  or  more  to 
leisure  and  conversation,  and  this  was  one  of  the 
brightest  periods  in  tlie  home  life.  He  then  went 
into  his  garden,  or  out  to  his  fiirni  to  superintend  his 
servants,  and  fi-equentiy  joine<l  them  in  manual  labor. 
He  would  often  drive  me  out  to  tlie  farm,  and  find  n 
8ha*Iy  sjiot  for  me  under  the  trees,  while  he  attended 
to  the  work  of  the  field,  WJien  this  was  not  the  case, 
he  always  returned  in  time  to  take  me,  if  the  weather 
permitted,  for  an  evening  walk  or  drive.  In  summer 
WB  often  took  our  drives  by  moonlight,  and  in  that 
beautiful  Valley  of  Virginia  the  queen  of  night  seemed 
to  shine  with  more  brightness  than  anywhere  else; 
but,  leaving  all  romance  out  of  the  question,  there 
could  be  no  more  delightful  way  of  spending  the  long 
summer  evening.  When  at  home,  he  would  indulge 
himself  in  a  season  of  rest  and  recreation  after  supper, 
thinking  it  was  injurious  to  health  to  go  to  work  im- 
mediately. As  it  was  a  rule  with  him  never  to  use  his 
eyes  by  artificial  light,  he  formed  the  habit  of  stndy- 
ing  mentally  for  an  hour  or  so  without  a  book.  After 
going  over  his  lessons  in  the  morning,  he  thus  re- 
viewed them  at  night,  and  in  order  to  abstract  his 
thoughts  from  surrounding  objects — a  habit  which  he 
had  cultivated  to  a  remarkable  degree — ho  ivould,  if 
alone  with  his  wife,  ask  that  he  might  not  be  dis- 
turbed by  any  conversation,  and  he  would  then  take 
his  seat  with  his  face  to  the  wall,  and  remain  in 
perfect  abstraction  until  be  fini3he<l  his  mental  task, 
when  he  would  emerge  with  a  bright  and  cheerful 
face  into  social  enjoyment  again.  He  was  very  fond 
of  being  read  to,  and  much  of  our  time  in  the  even- 


"STrDY"   AT   nOME. 

i  was  passed  in  my  ministering  to  him  in  this  way. 
t  first  lie  fitted  up  a  study  for  liimself,  but  liaving  no 
lliidreii,  he  gradually  carae  to  making  our  large,  pleas- 
;  liyiug-room  his  study,  and  finally  moved  his  up- 
right desk  into  it,  having  becoraf  assured  that  he 
would  meet  with  no  interruption,  either  in  his  morn- 
^JOg  work,  or  when  he  sat  with  face  to  the  ivall,  as 
H|ileDt  and  as  dumb  as  the  sphinx,  reviewing  his  les- 
^BtMis  in  the  evening.     lie  ha^l  a  library,  which,  thongh 
^^tnall,  was  select,  composed  chiefly  of  scientific,  his- 
torical, and  religious  books,  with  some  of  a  lighter 
character,  and  some  in  Spanish  and  French.     Nearly 
ail  of  them  were  full  of  Uis  pencil  marks,  maxle  with  a 
view  to  future  reference. 

The  few  years  spent  so  happily  and  peacefully  in 
this  little  home  were  unmarked  by  any  events  important 
to  the  outside  world.  One  little  bud  of  promise  was 
sent  for  a  brief  period  to  awaken  new  hopes  of  do- 
"pestic  joy  and  comfort,  but  it  pleasetl  Gotl  to  trans- 
ant  it  to  heaven  before  these  hopes  could  be  real- 
The  father,  in  announcing  the  arrival  of  the 
bfant  to  its  grandmother,  commences  thus :  "  Dear 
tother,  we  have  in  our  Jiome  circle  a  darhng  httle 
toesakc  of  yours,  and  she  is  a  bright  little  one,  her 
iher  being  the  judge.  .  .  ."  And  he  concludes  by  say- 
"  I  hope  it  will  not  be  many  years  before  our  little 
try  Graham  will  be  able  to  send  sweet  little  mes- 
H  to  yoH  ail."  The  child  lived  only  a  few  weeks, 
I  its  loss  was  a  great,  very  great,  sorrow  to  him, 
Bot  here,  as  always,  religion  subdued  every  murmur. 
Great  as  was  his  love  for  children,  his  spirit  of  sub- 
mission was  greater,  and  even  in  this  bitter  disappoint- 
■  ineDt  ho  bowed  uncomplaining  to  his  Father's  will, 


■  taent  he  bow* 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

HOME  LIFE  CONTINUED— 1868-1869. 

The  summer  of  1858  was  ushered  in  with,  sorrow, 
bringing  my  first  taste  of  bitter  bereavement.  Soon 
after  the  loss  of  our  first-born,  another  crushing  stroke 
came  in  the  death  of  my  sister  Eugenia,  who  had  always 
been  to  me  like  a  twin  sister,  so  united  and  happy  had 
been  our  early  lives  together.  She  left  two  little  chil- 
dren motherless,  and  I  was  not  permitted  to  be  with 
her  at  the  time  of  her  death ;  so  it  seemed  as  if  my  cup 
of  trial  was  full.  But  all  that  love  and  sympathy  could 
suggest  to  alleviate  a  first  grief  was  done  for  me  by 
my  good  liusband,  and  liis  own  beautiful  example  of 
resignation  and  cheerfulness  was  a  rebuke  to  me. 

That  summer  was  spent  at  the  Korth.  He  was 
never  willing  to  be  separated  from  his  wife,  unless 
duty  or  necessity  required  it — his  desire  being  to  share 
his  every  pleasure  with  her,  without  whom  it  would 
not  be  complete.  His  vacations  were  seasons  of  great 
recreation  and  enjoyment  to  him.  He  was  fond  of 
travelling,  and  liked  the  bracing  climate  of  the  North- 
ern States.  AVhen  worn  down  by  the  labors  of  his 
professorship,  he  used  to  say  that  he  had  "  a  periodical 
longing  to  go  North,''  and  this  he  gratified  every  sum- 
mer after  our  marriage,  until  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
He  always  returned  home  much  refreshed  and  bene- 
fited by  these  excursions. 
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lie  had  never  visited  Fortress  Monroe,  and  he  seemed 
think  that  was  a  duty  he  owed  himself;  so  this 
raer  of  1858  we  took   that   poiijt   in   our  route, 
spent  a  few  days  there — he  passing  much  of  his 
in  the  fort,  and  acquainting  himself  with  erery 
■t  of  it.     We  then  went  by  steamer  to  Cape  May, 
here  be  luxuriated  in  the  surf  bathing.    Another 
ightful  trip  l)y  steamer  took  us  to  Kew  York,  where 
re  spent  several  weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  having  his 
t  treated  by  a  specialist.    Ho  was  affected  with 
slight  bronchial  trouble,  but  was  not  at  all  an  invalid 
any  other  resi)ect.    "While  in  the  city,  a  part  of  each 
day  was  devoted  to  sight-seeing.     He  generally  went 
uDt  alone  in  the  morning  on  an  ex|)loring  expe<lition. 
being  an  indefatigable  walker,  and  then  he  would  re- 
turn and  take  me  to  the  places  which  he  thought 
would  most  interest  me.     Thus  the  time  was  passed 
most  agreeably  in  driving  and  seeing  every  })lace  of 
erest  in  and  around  the  city.    The  Diisseldorf  Art 
,Uery  was  a  favorite  place  of  resort,  for  while  he 
id  but  little  knowledge  of  art,  he  had  a  natural  love 
for  it.     After  sjiending  the  mornings  in  this  way,  he 
enjoyed  nothing  so  much  in  the  evenings  as  to  stay 
.quietly  at  home  and  have  me  read  to  him.    This  sum- 
T  was  devoted  to  Shakespeare,  and  ho  was  a  most 
itive  and  appreciative  listener.    Whenever  a  pasr 
struck  him.  he  would  say.  "Mark  that,"  and 
ny  were  the  intemiptions  of  this  kind.    The  even- 
[gs    were  sometimes   varied   by  attending   a  con- 
'eert. 

The  opening  of  the  fail  term  of  the  Military  Insti- 
tute {ihvays  found  him  at  his  post,  and  our  return 
faome  was  a  joyful  time  both  to  us  and  our  domestics. 
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As  these  servants  will  frequently  be  mentioned  in 
his  letters,  a  short  account  of  them  may  not  be  un- 
interesting. ThQ  first  slave  he  ever  owned  was  a  man 
named  Albert,  wiio  came  to  him  and  begged  that  he 
would  buy  him  on  the  condition  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  emancipate  himself  by  a  return  of  the  pur- 
chase-money, as  he  would  be  able  to  pay  it  in  annual 
instalments.  Major  Jackson  granted  his  request,  al- 
though he  had  to  wait  several  years  before  the  debt 
could  be  paid,  and  my  impression  is  that  it  was  not 
fully  paid  w'hen  the  war  broke  out.  This  man,  Al- 
bert, hired  himself  as  a  hotel-waiter,  and  was  never 
an  inmate  of  our  family,  except  on  one  occasion,  when 
lie  had  a  long  spell  of  illness,  and  his  master  took  him 
to  his  liome  to  care  for  him  as  an  act  of  humanity,  for 
Albert  had  no  family  of  his  own.  Every  morning  my 
husband  paid  him  a  call  to  see  how  he  was  getting 
along  and  what  he  needed ;  and  one  morning,  as  he 
came  in  from  one  of  these  visits,  his  face  w^as  so  con- 
vulsed with  laughter  that  he  had  to  drop  into  a  seat 
and  give  full  vent  to  the  explosion  before  he  was  able 
to  explain  the  cause  of  it.  Albert  had  been  committed 
to  the  ministrations  of  our  two  maid -servants,  with 
the  expectation  that  he  would  be  well  cared  for  by 
these  colored  sisters ;  but  probably  he  was  not  grate- 
ful enough  for  their  services,  or  their  tender  mercies 
towards  him  may  have  grown  cruel.  At  all  events, 
he  complained  of  their  neglect  and  ill-treatment,  which 
he  summed  u])  by  saying  that  he  "'^hiid  never  heen  so 
hi' devil  lid  hy  two  women  in  /tis  life  T^  It  was  this 
disgusted  and  dolorous  recital  of  his  woes  that  had 
amused  the  major  so  intensely. 

The  next  servant  that  came  into  his  possession  was 


niS   SERVAST3.— DEATI!   OF   "AUXT  AMY," 

.  woman,  Amy,  who  was  about  to  be  sold  for 
ilebt,  and  who  sougbt  from  hira  a  deliverance  from 
hor  troubles.    This  was  some  time  before  our  marriage, 

when  he  had  no  use  for  her  services;  but  his  kind 

I  waa  moved  by  her  situation,  and  ho  yielded  to 
Br  entreaties,  and  gave  her  a  home  in  a  good,  Chris- 
nn  family,  uutil  he  had  one  of  his  own.  She  proved 
r  gratitude  by  serving  him  faithfully.  She  was  one 
t  the  best  of  colored  cooks,  and  was  a  real  treasure 
1  my  new  ex])erienco  as  a  housekeeper.  After 
Br  home  was  broken  up  by  the  war,  old  Aunt  Amy 
ingaished  and  died  in  the  house  of  a  colored  woman 
t  Lexington,  her  master  paying  all  her  exiienses  of 
Dard,  medical  attendance,  and  comforts.  She  was 
Eft  suffered  to  want  for  anything,  a  kind  friend  then 
loking  after  her,  at  his  request,  and  providing  for  her 
litable  bnrial. 

Hardly  had  this  poor  old  servant  breathed  her  last 
ten  the  friend  who  had  been  engaged  to  care  for 
Sr  wrote  to  General  Jackson  to  inform  him  of  her 
Bath.  And  though  he  was  then  in  the  field,  with 
iber  things  to  think  of,  he  said  the  reading  of  it 
noved  him  to  tears."    In  it  the  friend  writes: 

,  .  "I  could  have  wished  that  your  letter  had 

le   a   few   hours  earlier,  that   poor   Aunt  Amy's 

rt  might  have  been  refreshed  by  the  evidences  of 

IP  Christian  remembrance  and  kindness.    Uefore  it 

jhed  me,  she  had  jiassed  beyond  the  need  of  earth- 

y  aid  or  sympathy,  and  I  do  trust  was  an  adoring, 

wondering  spirit  before  the  Thi-one.     She  died  last 

night  at  midnight  without  anj'  fear,  and,  as  I  believe, 

'ith  a  simple  reliance  on  Jesus  for  salvation.     It  was 
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only  tlie  death  of  a  poor  slave— a  most  insignificant 
thing  in  men's  eyes — and  yet  may  we  not  hope  that 
there  was  joy  in  heaven  over  another  ransomed  soul 
—  one  in  whom  the  Saviour  saw  the  result  of  'his 
travail'  and  was  'satisfied.'  ...  I  called  to  see  her 
a  few  minutes  last  Friday  —  found  her  sitting  up, 
though  suffering  much.  She  told  me  that  she  want«i 
to  thank  you  for  that  money,  and  to  let  you  know 
about  her.  She  expressed  entire  resignation  to  God's 
will,  and  trust  in  Christ  alone.  ...  I  knew  that  it 
would  be  your  wish  that  she  should  have  a  well-ordered 
burial,  so  Dr.  White  attended,  and  my  servants  tell  me 
that  it  is  many  a  day  since  so  large  a  colored  funeral 
has  been  seen  in  Lexington.  It  may  seem  very  need- 
less to  write  so  minutely  about  a  poor  old  servant,  but 
I  am  sure  your  true  Christian  feeling  will  api)reciate 
all  that  I  liave  told  you  of  the  humble  faith  of  this 
saved  soul,  gathered  from  your  own  household.  The 
cup  of  cold  water  you  have  ministered  to  this  poor 
disciple  may  avail  more  in  the  Master's  eye  than  all 
the  brilliant  deeds  with  which  you  may  glorify  your 
country's  battle-fields.  So  differently  do  man  and  his 
Maker  judge!" 

Ilettv,  our  chambermaid  and  laundress,  was  an  im- 
])ortation  from  I^orth  (.arolina.  She  had  l)een  my 
nurse  in  infancv,  and  from  tliis  fact  there  had  alwavs 
existed  between  us  a  bond  of  mutual  interest  and  at- 
tachment. As  she  wished  to  live  with  me,  my  father 
transferred  to  me  the  ownership  of  herself  and  her  two 
bovs.  Ilettv  was  sent  as  a  nui'se  to  our  first  child, 
from  her  plantation-home  in  North  Carolina  to  Lex- 
ington, and  made  the  journey  all  alone,  which  was 
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[Uite  ft  feat  for  one  so  inexjierieneed  as  a  "corn-lieKl 

basd,"  in  wh'mh  capacity  sho  had  served  for  yeara. 

After  travelling  by  stage-coach  and  railroad  as  far  as 

Bicbmoml  {allbough  she  did  not  go  down  into  South 

uCaixilinn,  ai-ound  Kobin  Hood's  Bum,  and  baek  Hgain 

(anto  North  Carolina,  as  my  sister  Eugenia  and  I  had 

■don?),  she  had  to  change  cars,  and  being  sorely  be- 

llffildered  m  finding  her  train,  she  was  asked  where 

ihe  was  going,  anil  her  discouraged  reply  was :  "  Why, 

fin  going  to  Viiyinia,  but  the  Loni  knows  whether 

rU  ever  get  there  or  not !''     She  did,  however,  turn 

Bp  all  right  at  the  end  of  her  destination,  and  was  so 

tejoiced  at  finding  her  young  mistress  at  last  that  her 

demonstrations  were  quite  touching,  as  she  laughed 

Old  cried  by  turns. 

That  she  was  fully  equal  to  taking  care  of  herself 
s  instanced  by  the  following :  On  her  return  to  North 
rCarolina  during  the  war,  she  was  again  travelling  alono, 
and  while  changing  trains  she  saw  a  man  pick  up  her 
little,  old  hair  trunk — her  o^vn  personal  property,  con- 
taining all  her  valuables— and  suspecting  his  honesty, 
L*ith  a  det«rmination  to  sUvnd  up  for  her  rights,  she 
ailed  out   to   him   peremptorily  :   "  7'iii  down   that 
nk  ;  that'll  General  Jacks»u'»  tmnkT'' 
Hetty  was  an  energetic,  impulsive,  quick-tempered 
iroman,  with  some  fine  traits,  but  inclined  to  self- 
BBertion,  jMirticularly  as  she  felt  her  im|Kirtance  in 
King  BO  much  the  senior  of  her  new  master  and  mis- 
But  she  soon  reali^etl,  from  the  spirit  which 
pcomraanded  his  household  after  him,"  that  her  only 
K>urse  must  be  that  of  implicit  obedience.    After  learn- 
»  tiiis  lesson  she  toned  down  into  a  well-mannered, 
ieful  domestic,  and  indeed  she  became  a  fattotum  in 
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the  houschoUi,  rendering  valuable  sernoe  in  the  house, 
garden,  and  upon  the  farm.  The  latter,  however,  was 
her  favorite  Held  of  labor,  for  the  freedom  of  the 
country  was  as  sweet  to  her  as  to  the  birds  of  the  air. 
She  became  devoted  to  her  master,  was  the  nurse  to 
his  infant  child  at  the  tiuie  of  liis  death,  and  was  a 
sincere  mourner  for  bim,  her  tears  flowing  freely, 
and  she  said  she  had  lost  her  best  friend. 

Hetty's  two  boys,  Cyrus  (called  C'y)and  George,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  twelve  and  sixteen,  wei-e  pure,  una- 
dulterated Africans,  and  JIajor  Jackson  used  to  say 
that  if  these  boys  »-ere  left  to  themselves  tbey  would 
be  sure  to  go  back  to  barbarism ;  and  yet  he  was  un- 
wearying in  his  efforts  to  elevate  them.  At  his  re- 
(]uest  I  taught  them  to  read,  and  he  required  them  to 
attend  regularly  family  worship,  Sunday-school,  and 
church.  He  was  a  very  strict  but  kind  master,  giv- 
ing to  his  servants  "  that  which  is  just  and  equal,"  but 
exacting  of  them  pi-ompt  oljedience.  He  thought  tjie 
best  rule  for  both  parents  and  masters  was,  after  mak- 
ing prohibitory  laws  and  knowing  they  were  under- 
stofwi,  never  to  threaten,  but  punish,  for  first  ofl^ences. 
and  make  such  an  impression  that  the  offence  would 
not  be  rejieated. 

When  a  servant  left  a  room  without  closing  the 
door,  he  would  wait  until  he  had  reached  the  kitchen, 
and  then  call  him  liack  to  slmt  it,  thereby  giving  hira 
extra  trouble,  which  generally  insured  his  remembranoe 
the  next  time.  His  training  made  the  colored  servants 
as  jKiliie  and  ijunctu.il  its  thai  rare  is  caimhle  of  being, 
and  his  system  soon  slioweil  its  good  effects,  ThOT 
realbteil  tb.it  if  they  did  their  duly  they  would  receive 
tbe  best  of  ln,«tment  from  him.    At  Christmas  he  was 
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generous  in  presents,  and  fi-etjuently  gave  them  small 
sums  of  money. 

TLerc  was  one  other  little  servant  in  the  family, 
named  Emmu,  whom  the  master  took  under  his  shel- 
lering  roof  at  the  solicitation  of  an  aged  lady  in  town, 
to  ivliora  the  child  became  a  care  after  having  been 

I  left  im  orphan.     The  arrangement  was  made  during 
Boy  absence  from  home,  and  without  my  knowledge, 
uy  husband  thinking  that,  although  Emma  was  of  the 
tender  age  of  only  four  years,  she  would  make  a  nice 
BttJe  maid  for  me  in  the  future.    On  my  return  he 
look  great  pleasure  in  surprising  me  with  this  new 
^resonl,  which,  by  the  way,  proved  rather  a  tmuble- 
Bome  one  at  tii-st,  but  with  the  lapse  of  time  she  be- 
came Dseful,  though  never  a  treasure.     She  was  not 
bright,  hut  he  persevered  in  drilling  her  into  memor- 
iiiug  a  child's  catechism,  and  it  was  a  most  amusing 
picture  to  see  her  standing  before  him  with  lixed  at- 
tention, as  if  she  were  straining  every  nerve,  and  recit- 
I  ing  her  answers  with  the  diY>])  of  a  courtesy  at  each 
I  won!.    She  had  not  been  taught  to  do  this,  but  it  was 
I  such  an  effort  for  her  to  learn  that  she  assumed  this 
I  motion  involuntarily. 

The  other  animate  possessions  of  the  family  were  n 
[  grod-looking  horse  (named,  from  his  color,  Bay),  two 
r  splendid  niilch  coivs,  an<i  a  lot  of  chickens.  Bay  was 
'  also  bought  during  my  absence,  and  after  coming  to 
,  nieet  me  at  Goshen  with  a  horse  and  buggy,  on  our 
liomeward  ride  I  coumiented  on  the  nice  a|)pearance 
Ld(  the  burse,  when  my  husband  smilingly  replied :  "  1 
■am  Very  thankful  that  you  like  him,  for  he  is  your 
•.otrn  propertj."  lie  had  a  playful  way  of  applying 
r  tbu  prrjnouQ  i/ovr  to  all  the  cmnnon  possessions  of  the 
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tataily,  anJ  m  persistently  dkl  be  practise  this  pleas- 
antly that  he  apjilied  it  to  himself  and  all  his  indi- 
Tidoal  belon^nf^  of  which  he  always  spoke  to  me  as 
"your  husband.''  "your  cap."  "your  honse,"  and  even 
"  your  siilary  !*'  Upon  the  occasion  of  a  visit  from  my 
mother  to  us,  he  went  out  and,  nnexpecteilly  to  me, 
lioaght  a  rockaway,  saying  she  was  not  strong  enough 
to  walk  all  over  town,  and  he  wanted  her  to  see  and 
enjoy  everything  while  she  was  with  us. 

A  little  incident  will  show  the  kindness  and  tender- 
ness of  his  heart.  A  gentleman  who  spent  the  night 
with  us  was  aecomjmnied  by  hia  daughter,  but  four 
years  of  age.  It  was  the  lirst  time  the  child  had  been 
separated  from  her  mother,  and  my  husband,  fearing 
she  might  miss  the  watchfulness  of  a  woman's  heart, 
suggested  that  she  shonld  be  committed  to  ray  care 
during  the  night,  but  she  clung  to  her  father.  After 
his  guests  had  both  sunk  into  slumber,  the  father  was 
aroused  by  some  one  leaning  over  his  little  girl  and 
drawing  the  covering  more  closely  around  her.  It 
was  only  iiis  thoughtful  host,  who  felt  anxious  lest  his 
little  guest  should  miss  her  mother's  guardian  care  un- 
der his  mof.  and  he  could  not  go  to  sleep  himself  until 
he  was  sutisHed  that  all  was  well  with  the  child. 

In  hia  liorae  no  man  could  have  been  more  unre- 
Rtminod  and  demonstrative,  and  his  buoyancy  and 
sportiveness  were  quite  a  revelation  to  me  when  I 
becauw  a  sliurer  in  the  pri\-acy  of  his  inmost  life. 
The8»  demonsi  nit  ions  ami  playful  endearments  he 
ke|it  up  as  long  as  lie  IivctI:  time  seeming  only  to 
intensify  iiisitt'vid  of  diuiinishing  them. 

Itfle  morning  he  returned  fi»ni  a  veri'  early  artil- 
lery drill,  Uit  which  he  had  ih>nno<l  full  regimentals, 
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as  ii  was  during  commencement  time,  and  he  never 
iooked  more  noble  and  handsome  than  when  he  en- 
tered his  chamber,  swoi-d  in  hand.  He  playfully  be- 
gan to  bnindish  the  sword  over  his  wife's  bead,  look- 
iofras  ferocious  and  terrible  as  a  veritable  ISluebeard, 
and  asking  her  if  she  was  not  afraid.  His  acting 
was  so  realistic  that,  foi'  a  moment,  the  timid  little 
woman  did  quail,  which  be  no  sooner  saw  than  he 
ihwiv  down  bis  swortl,  anti,  in  a  perfect  outburst  of 
glee,  speedily  transformed  himself  into  the  very  an- 
lipode  of  a  ivife-killer. 

He  would  often  hide  himself  behind  a  lioor  at  the 
sounil  uf  ttie  approaching  footstep  of  liis  wife,  and 
spring  out  to  greet  Iier  with  a  startling  caress. 

During  the  spring  of  1S5SI  I  was  not  well,  and  as  he 
always  wished  me  to  have  the  best  medical  attention 
the  I'uunlry  affordetl,  ho  took  nie  to  Ne\^■  York  for 
traitmont,  where  I  wrs  obliged  to  remain  several  weeks. 
As  it  wiis  the  time  of  his  session,  he  could  not  stay  with 
Die.  so  he  had  to  return  to  his  duties  and  spend  all 
those  weeks  by  himself.  It  was  our  first  separation, 
and  our  home  seemed  very  lonely  to  him.  Every  day 
that  a  letter  could  make  the  trip  without  ti-aveUing  on 
Suiiihi/  he  was  lieard  from,  and  I  hope  that  T  do  not 
irwpaas  in  delicacy  or  propriety  in  permitting  others 
tosee  so  much  of  these  letters  as  will  show  the  alMund- 
ing  sweetness  of  his  home-life.  On  his  return,  after 
leaving  me  in  New  York,  in  March,  1859,  he  writes : 


"  I  got  home  last  night  in  as  good  health  as  when  I 

gave  my  darling  the  last  kiss,     Hetty  and  Amy  came 

to  the  door  when  I  rang,  but  would  not  open  until  I 

emy  name.    They  made  much  ado  about  my  not 
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bringing  you  home.  Your  husband  has  a  sad  heart. 
Our  house  looks  so  deserted  without  my  esposa* 
Home  is  not  home  without  my  little  dove.  I  lore 
to  talk  to  you,  little  one,  as  though  you  were  here, 
and  tell  you  how  much  I  love  you,  but  that  will  not 
give  you  the  news.  .  .  .  During  our  absence  the  ser- 
vants appear  to  have  been  faithful,  and  I  am  well 
pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  they  discharged 
their  duties.  George  came  to  me  to-day,  saying  he 
had  filled  all  the  wood-boxes,  and  asked  permission 
to  go  fishing,  which  was  granted.  .  .  .  You  must  be 
cheerful  and  happy,  remembering  that  you  are  some- 
body's sunshine." 

'*  April  27tli.  All  your  fruit-trees  are  yielding  fruit 
this  vear.  When  (Tcor^e  brouijht  home  vour  cow  this 
morning,  she  was  accompanied  by  one  fine  little  rep- 
resentative of  his  sire,  and  it  would  do  your  heart  good 
to  see  your  big  cow  and  j^our  little  calf,  and  to  see 
what  a  fine  prospect  there  is  for  an  abundant  supply 
of  milk.  .  .  .  AVe  had  lettuce  for  dinner  to-dav  from 
your  hot-bed.  Heretofore  I  have  been  behind  Gap- 
tain  Ilayden's  calendar  for  gardening,  which  he  wrote 
out  for  me;  but  this  day  brings  me  up  with  it,  and  I 
ho|)c  hereafter  to  follow  it  closely.  I  have  arranged 
under  each  month  its  programme  for  the  different  days. 
so  I  liave  but  to  look  at  the  davs  of  the  month,  and 
follow  its  directions  as  thev  come."''  .  .  . 


*  When  in  Mexico,  he  had  ])ocoine  so  familiar  with  the  Spanish 
hmijuaiTc  that  he  was  constantly  using  Spanish  words  and  phrases, 
especially  the  terms  of  ench'arment,  which  arc  so  musical.  Thus, 
his  wife  was  always  his  cy/om,  or,  if  he  wished  to  use  the  dimin- 
utive, his  €i*poHitii  (his  little  wife),  while  he  was  her  e^pow — pet 
names  that  recur  constantly  in  his  letters. 
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"  May  Ttb.  I  received  only  three  letters  last  week, 
nd  have  only  one  so  far  this  week,  but  ■  hope  springs 
temal  in  the  human  breast ;'  so  you  see  I  am  becoming 
[Uite  poetical  since  listening  to  a  lecture  on  the  subject 
kst  evening.  ...  I  send  you  a  flower  from  your  garden, 
aid  could  have  sent  one  in  full  bloom,  but  I  thought 

is  one,  which  is  just  opening,  would  be  in  a  better 

He  of  preservation  when  my  little  dove  receives  it. 

aa  must  not  give  yourself  any  concern  about  your 
^oao'a  living.  .  .  .  My  little  pet,  your  husband  was 
tade  very  happy  at  receiving  two  letters  from  you  and 
taming  that  you  were  improving  so  rapidly.  1  have 
lore  than  once  bowed  down  on  my  knees,  and  thanked 
mr  kind  and  mei-cifuj  Heavenly  Father  for  the  i>roB- 

sct  of  restoring  you  to  health  again.     Now,  don't 

St  impatient,  and  cotne  off  before  yon  am  entirely 

rell,  .  .  .  Yesterday  Doctor  Junkin  preached  one  of 

's  masterly  sermons  on  the  sovereignty  of  (Jod,  and. 

Ithough  a  doctrinal  discourse,  it  was  eminently  con- 

Dling;  and  I  wish  that  you  could  have  heard  sucli  a 

ntation  of  the  subject.    To-day  I  rode  your  horse 

lit  to  your  lot  and  saw  your  laborers.    They  are  do- 

bg  good  work.     I  was  mistaken  about  your  large  gar- 

I  fruit  being  peaches,  they  turn  out  tn  be  apricots; 

nd  just  think— my  little  woman  has  a  tree  full  of 

You  must  come  liome  before  they  get  ripe. 

fou  Jiave  the  greatest  show  of  flowei-s  I  have  seen 

BIB  year.     Enclosed  are  a  few  specimens.     Our  pota- 

968  are  coming  up.     We  have  had  very  uncommonly 

fry  weather  for  nearly  a  fortnight,  and  your  garden 

had  been  thirsting  for  rain  till  la,st  evening,  when  the 

,      weather  commenced  changing,  and  to-day  wo  have 

tsome  rain.     Through  grace  given  me  from  above. 
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I  felt  that  the  rain  would  come  at  the  right  time,  and 
I  don't  recollect  having  ever  felt  so  grateful  for  rain 
as  for  tlie  present  one.  .  ,  .  Vou  must  not  lie  dis- 
couragotl  at  the  slowness  of  recovery.  Look  up  to 
Him  who  giveth  liberally  for  faith  to  be  resigned  to 
His  divine  will,  and  trust  Him  for  that  measure  of 
healtii  which  wiU  most  glorify  Ilim  and  advance  to 
the  greatest  extent  your  own  real  happiness.  We  are 
sometimes  suffered  to  be  iu  a  state  of  [)erplexity,  that 
our  faith  may  be  tried  and  grow  stronger.  'AU 
things  work  together  for  good '  to  God's  children.  See 
if  you  cannot  spend  a  short  time  after  dark  in  looking 
out  of  your  window  into  space,  and  meditating  upon 
heaven,  with  all  its  joys  unsiieakable  and  full  of  glory; 
and  think  of  what  the  Suviour  rellnquishetl  in  glory 
when  he  came  to  earth,  and  of  his  sufferings  for  us ; 
and  seek  to  realize,  with  the  apostle,  that  the  afflictions 
of  the  present  Iffo  are  not  worthy  to  l>e  compared 
with  the  glory  which  shall  be  revealed  in  us.  Try  to 
look  up  and  be  cheerful,  and  not  desponding.  Trust 
our  kind  Heavenly  Father,  and  by  the  eye  of  faith 
see  that  all  things  with  you  are  right  and  for  your 
best  interest.  The  clouds  come,  pass  over  us,  and  are 
followed  by  bright  sunshine;  so.  in  God's  moral  deal- 
ings with  us.  he  [wrmits  us  to  have  trouble  awhile. 
But  let  us,  even  In  the  most  trying  dispensations  of 
His  providence,  be  cheered  by  the  brightness  which 
is  a  little  ahead.  Try  to  live  near  to  Jesus,  and  secure 
that  peace  which  flows  like  a  river.  Ton  have  your 
husbaud's  prayers,  sympathy,  and  love.  ,  ,  . 

"  I  am  so  glad  and  thankful  that  you  received  the 
draft  and  letters  in  time.  How  kind  is  (iod  to  His 
children  1    I  feel  so  thankful  to  Ilim  that  He  has  I 
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me  with  so  much  faith,  though  I  wcW  know  that  I 
have  not  that  faith  which  it  is  my  privilege  to  imve. 
But  I  have  iMSfn  taught  never  to  ilespair.  but  to  wait, 
eX])ecting  the  blessing  at  the  last  moment.  Such  oc- 
currences should  strengthen  our  faith  in  Ilira  who 
never  slumbers.  ...  I  trust  that  our  Heavenly 
Father  is  restoring  my  tlarhng  to  heallh,  and  that 
when  she  gels  home  she  will  again  be  its  sunshine. 
Yoiir  husband  is  looking  forward  with  great  joy  to 
seeing  her  bright  Htlle  face  in  her  own  home  once 
more.  If  yoii  ahoulti  be  detained  longer,  I  will  send 
you  some  summer  clothing,  but  get  everything  that 
JS  necessary  there.  I  sent  you  a  check  in  order  that 
iyou  may  have  ample  funds.  I  know  how  embarrass- 
ing it  is  even  to  anticipato  scarcity  of  money  when 
fOne  is  away  from  liome.  You  are  one  darling  of  dar- 
'lings.  and  may  our  kind  and  merciful  Heavenly  Father 
bless  you  with  speedy  restoration  to  health  and  to 
me,  and  with  every  needful  blessing,  both  temporal 
land  spiritual,  is  my  oft-repeated  prayer.  Take  good 
»re  of  my  little  dove,  and  remember  that  the  day  of 
nirocles  is  past,  and  that  God  works  by  means,  and 
He  punishes  us  for  violating  his  physical  as  well  as 
fiis  moral  laws.  When  you  come  Ijomc,  I  want  to 
toeet  you  at  (ioahen  in  a  private  conveyance,  and  bring 
ny  little  one  gently  over  the  rough  roads.  1  hope 
yon  will  take  my  advice,  and  not  burden  yourself  by 
carrying  anything  in  your  hands,  except  your  um- 
brella and  basket.  Vou  are  very  precious  to  ono 
■omebody'a  heart,  if  yon  are  away  oil  in  New  York. 
'  heart  is  with  my  e>iposita  all  the  time,  and  my 
^yers  are  for  her  safety.  How  I  wish  you  were  here 
now  to  share  with  me  the  pleasures  of  home,  our  garden. 
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and  the  surrounding  ooniitrv,  wltioh  is  clothed  in  verd- 
ure and  beauty !  ,  ,  .  On  Wednesday  your  enposo  hopes 
to  meet  his  sunshine,  and  may  he  never  see  its  brigiit- 
ncBS  obscured,  nor  its  brilliancy  diminished  by  spots!" 

The  reader  will  see  how  freely  he  used  the  Span- 
ish pet  names.  In  some  of  his  letters  he  would  string 
together  u  dozen  or  more  of  them  —  the  "linked 
sweetness  long  drawn  out" — at  once  in  playfulness 
and  as  the  overflow  of  a  heart  full  of  tenderness. 
Hut  this  sportiveness  and  buoyancy  of  terajH-'rament 
were  Itnown  only  in  the  innermost  circle  of  his  home, 
niid  from  these  sanctities  the  veil  would  never  have 
been  lifted  except  to  reveal  this  beautiful  phase  of 
his  character. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1859,  he  went  to  the 
White  Sulphur  Springs  for  a  fortnight,  leaving  ine 
to  spond  the  time  at  Ilie  Rockbridge  liaths.  The 
railmad  not  being  completed  at  that  time,  he  thought 
the  travel  by  stagecoach  would  be  too  fatiguing  to 
me,  but  he  felt  that  lie  needed  the  mineral  waters  of 
the  White  Sulphur.  From  there  he  wrote:  ''This  is 
a  very  beautiful  place,  and  I  wish  verj-  much  that  I 
iiad  my  do\o  here.  I  feel  that  I  must  bring  lier  here 
soniotime.  She  would  enjoy  it  greatly,  and  I  should 
eujoy  it  sa  much  more  if  she  were  with  me.  To. 
luorrow,  yt>u  know,  was  my  day  to  write,  bat  I 
ihotijfht  I  woultl  drop  you  a  line  tu-tlay.  so  that  yoB 
might  know  the  whereabouts  of  your  husband.  ,  .  . 
1  nm  tin-*)  of  this  place,  and  wouldn't  give  my  litQe 
|K-'t  for  all  ibo  jtcoplo  lier?.  I  want  to  go  and  stay 
wit))  my  little  woman.  As  yet  I  am  not  certAin 
wbetltw  che  waters  arv  beneficial  to  me."  .  .  . 


A  SERMOS   OF   DR.  THORNWBLL. 

I  "August  15th.     Last  night  I  cnjoveil  what  I  have 

mg  desired — listening  to  a  sermfm  from  the  Rev,  Dr. 

well,  of  South  Carolina.     He   opened  with  an 

btroduclion,  setting  forth  the  encouragements  and 

souragements  under  wbicli  lie  spoke.     Among  the 

Bcouragements,  he  stated  that  the  good  effected  here 

1  be  widely  disseminated,  as  there  were  visitors 

■ora  every  Southern  State.     Following  the  example 

the  apostle  Paul,  he  observed  that  whilst  he  felt 

1  interest  in  all,  yet  he  felt  a  special  interest  in  those 

I  his  o(vn  State,    lie  spoke  of  the  educated  and 

»mplished  audience  it  was  his  privilege  to  address. 

r  concluding  his  iutroductory  remarks,  be  took 

;  from  Genesis,  seventeenth  chapter,  seventh 

!,  which  he  presented  in  a  buld,  profound,  and  to 

original  manner.     I  felt  what  a  privilege  it  was 

»  listen  to  such  an  ex]>osition  of  Goil's  truth.     He 

1  that  in  Adam's  fall  we  had  been  raised  from 

!  position  of  servants  to  that  of  children  of  God. 

?  gave  a  brief  account  of  his  own  difBculties  when 

;ge  student,  in  comprehending  his  relation  to 

otl.      He  represented  man  as  a  redeemed  being  at 

s  day  of  judgment,  standing  nearest  to  the  throne, 

•  angels  being  farther  removed.     And  why?    Ee- 

3  hU  limUier  is  sitting  upon  the  throne  he  is  a 

"er  relation  to  Christ  than  the  angola.     And  his 

nesB   is   superior  to  that  of  the  angels — his 

fting  the  righteousness  of  God  himself.     I  don't  rec- 

ftlect  having  ever  before  felt  such  lore  to  Gnd.      I 

mtber  surprised  at  seeing  so   much  grace  and 

ire  in  Ur.  Thomwell,     I  hope  and  pray  that 

\i  good  will  result  from  this  great  exposition  of 

B  truth. .  .  .  Early  yestertlay  morning  the  tables  in 
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the  parlor  were  well  supplied  with  religious  tracts.  .  _ 
Time  jiasses  more  pleasantly  here  than  1  exjjecte-*: 
but  I  want  to  get  back  to  ray  eiij>o«iia,  and  1  nev^^ 
want  to  go  to  any  watering-place  without  her  agaiiK  _ 

In  the  succeeding  autumn  I  paid  a  short  visit  -«: 
my  father  in  INorth  Carolina,  and  the  following  ^^ 
tracts  are  from  his  letters  during  that  periixl  ■ 

..."  I  am  writing  at  my  desk,  which  I  liave  rais^^ 
so  high  that  it  makes  me  stand  straight.  1  wat«i— ■^ 
your  flowei's  this  morning,  and  hoed  another  row  «: 
turnips,  and  expect  to  hill  some  of  the  celery  t*:*.; 
evening.  Your  old  man  at  home  is  taking  good  C£a-> 
of  one  somebody's  flower-slips,  and  they  are  looki  :»'»| 
very  nicely.  Yesterday  1  went  into  the  kitchen  a-^«^^ 
sealed  some  jars  of  tomatoes,  and  Hetty  has  put  "» 
many  jars  besides,  of  plums  and  other  fruits,  so  ttr" 
we  slittll  be  well  supplied  this  winter.  I  hope  tl^ 
will  keep  well,  ...  I  was  invited  a  few  days  since 

go  to  the  I^Iisscs  11 's  and  see  some  pagan  id  •- 

which  they  had  receiveil.  They  were  mostly  paL  " 
ings  and  some  other  devices,  but  quite  interest!^ 
Among  the  various  Chinese  curiosities  (for  they 
not  nil  refer  to  worship*  was  an  image  consisting^  *" 
a  man  in  miniature  in  a  sitting  posture,  with  lo  "*^ 
ringlets  of  hair  hanging  from  various  parts  of  ^^^  _' 
fiioe.    The  statue  cfln  be  removed  fi-om  the  chair  " 

which  it  sits,  and  is  the  l>est-f]nished  piece  of  wo-—  ^*~ 
manship  of  the  kind  that  I  ever  saw  from  a  pafe^y  "I 
land.  It  was  taken  from  one  of  the  chnrches 
Canton  after  iXA  capture,  and  is  said  to  have 
wordiipped. 


^lo 


"October  2!)th,     This  morning  I  buried  ninety-nine 
eads  of  your  cabbage  for  wintei'  use." 
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"I  hope  tliat  my  little  sometioily  is  feeling  as 
'iTely  aa  a  lark;"  and  in  another  letter  lie  tells  her 
*  lial  he  wants  her  to  be  "  as  happy  as  a  spring 
t>iilierlly." 

"Octoljer  17th.  I  have  been  ivishing  that  you 
<:?^ouid  see  our  beautiful  forests  in  their  autumnal  glory. 
T  have  been  greatly  enjoying  their  l)eauty.  but  my 
X^'ciisure  would  bo  much  enhanced  if  you  were  with 
T  we.  I  have  just  been  thinking  how  happy  you  must 
H^^::>e  ia  your  old  home,  and  it  makes  my  heart  happy 
^■^iCK)  to  think  of  the  happiness  of  my  Utile  darling.'* 

^Bt&eads 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  1S59  that  the  celebrated  John 
i^ron-n  raid  was  made  upon  the  government  stores  at 
i=:iar]»er's  Kerry.     Brown  was  a  fanatic,  who  conceived 
lie  idea  that  he  could  raise  an  insurrection  in  the 
ith  and  emancipate  the  negroes.     But  he  was  ar- 
ited,  convicted,  and  condemned  to  execution.    Fear- 
■  «ig  that  an  attempt  might  be  made  to  rescue  him,  the 
■*-Iriuvfrnor  of  Virginia,  Henry  A.  Wise,  ordered  out  the 
t  roo|)s,  in  which  were  included  the  corps  of  cadets  of 
t  ie  Virginia  Military  Institute,  and  with  their  officers 
^■-t  their  head  they  marched  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
'A'lp  following  extracts  from  Major  Jackson's  letters 
■will  lell  the  part  he  had  to  take  in  the  affair ; 

"  Chahlestown,  Not-  28lli,  1830. 
"i  reached  here  last  night  in  good  health  and 
spiiilg.    Seven  of  us  slept  in  the  same  room.     I  am 
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mucb  more  pleased  than  I  expected'to  be;  the  |>eaple 
appeiip  to  l>o  very  kiutl.  There  are  about  one  thoa- 
sand  troops  here,  and  eveiything  is  quiet  so  far.  We 
don't  expect  any  trouble.  The  excitement  is  confined 
to  more  distant  points.  Do  not  give  yourself  any  con- 
cern alxiut  rae.  I  am  comfortable,  for  a  temporary 
military  post." 

"  December  2d.  .Tohn  Brown  was  hung  to^ay  at 
about  half-past  eleven  a.  m.  He  behaveil  with  un- 
flinching firmness.  The  arrangements  were  iveJl 
inado  and  well  executed  under  the  <lirection  of  Colonel 
Smith.  The  gibbet  was  erecteil  in  a  large  field,  south- 
east of  the  town.  Brown  i-ode  on  the  head  of  hiB 
coffin  fi-om  his  prison  to  the  place  of  execution.  The 
coftin  was  of  black  walnut,  enclosed  in  a  lx)X  of  poplar 
of  the  siime  shape  as  the  coffin,  lie  was  dressed  in 
a  black  frock-coat,  black  pantaloons,  black  vest,  black 
slouch  hat,  white  sooks,  and  slippers  of  predominat- 
ing red.  There  was  nothing  amund  his  neck  but  bis 
shirt  collar.  The  open  wagon  in  which  he  rode  was 
strongly  guarded  on  all  sides.  Captain  Williams  (for- 
merly assistant  professor  at  the  Institute)  marched 
immediately  in  front  of  the  wagon.  The  jailer,  high- 
sheriff,  and  several  others  rode  in  the  same  wagon 
with  the  prisoner.  Urown  had  his  arms  tied  behind 
him,  and  ascended  the  scaffold  with  apparent  cheer- 
fulness. After  reaching  the  top  of  the  platform,  he 
shook  hands  with  several  who  were  standing  aroand 
him.  Tlie  sheriff  placed  tlie  i-ope  around  his  neck, 
then  threw  a  white  cap  over  bis  head,  and  asked  him 
if  lie  ■wishetl  a  signal  when  all  should  Ije  rea<ly.  He 
replied  that  it  made  no  dltf ereiici.'.  jmividi/d  he  was  not 
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kept  waiting  too  long.  In  tins  condition  he  stood  for 
abuulten  minutes  on  the  trajj-iloor,  which  was  snppfjvt- 
wl  on  one  side  by  hinges  and  on  the  other  (the  south 
side)  by  a  rope.  Colonel  Smith  t!ien  announced  to  the 
sheriff  'all  ready '^which  apparently  was  not  com- 
prehended by  him,  and  the  colonel  had  to  repeat  the 
opiier.  when  the  rope  was  cut  by  a  single  blow,  and 
Dmwn  fell  through  about  five  inches,  his  knees  falling 
on  a  level  ■with  the  position  occupied  by  his  feet  before 
tiie  rope  was  cut.  With  the  fall  his  arms,  below  the 
wlbores,  flew  up  horizontally,  his  hands  clinched ;  and 
liis  arms  gradually  fell,  but  by  spasmodic  motions. 
Tliere  was  very  little  motion  of  his  person  for  several 
moini'Dts,  and  soon  the  wind  blew  his  lifeless  body  to 
itulfro.  ilis  face,  n[X)n  the  scaffold,  was  turned  a 
little  east  of  south,  and  in  front  of  him  were  the 
cadets,  commanded  by  Major  Gilraan.  My  command 
*™  still  in  front  of  the  cablets,  all  facing  south.  One 
howitzer  I  assigned  to  Air.  Trneheart  on  the  left  of 
the  cadets,  and  with  the  other  I  remained  on  tiie 
nglit.  Other  troops  occupied  different  positions  around 
tbs  scaffold,  and  altogether  it  was  an  imposing  but 
'^^ry  solemn  scene.  I  was  much  impressed  with  the 
*l">Ufl;ht  that  before  mo  stootl  a  man  in  the  full  vigor 
if  hialth,who  must  in  a  few  moments  enter  eternity. 
I  reiit  np  the  petition  that  he  might  be  saved.  Awful 
Wis  the  thought  that  he  might  in  a  few  minutes 
receire  the  sentence,  'Depart,  ye  wicked,  into  evcr- 
liKting  fipo !'  I  hope  that  he  was  prepared  to  die,  but 
Jam  doubtful.  He  refused  to  have  a  minister  with 
fbitn.  His  wife  visited  him  last  evening.  His  body 
9 taken  back  to  the  jail,  and  at  six  o'clock  p.m. 
i  sent  to  his  wife  at  Harper's  Ferry.    "When  it 
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arrived,  the  coffin  was  opened,  and  his  wife  saw  the 
remains,  after  which  it  was  again  opened  at  the  depot 
before  leaving  for  Baltimore,  lest  there  should  be  an 
imposition.  We  leave  for  home  via  Kichmond  to- 
morrow." 

This  was  the  only  expedition  after  our  marriage  in 
which  he  accompanied  the  cadets,  until  he  took  them 
to  Richmond  at  the  opening  of  the  war,  in  obedience 
to  the  call  of  the  governor.  Several  trips  were  made 
by  the  corps  to  the  capital  and  to  Norfolk,  to  grace 
state  occasions ;  but  at  such  times  he  always  requested 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  have  his  holiday  at 
home,  while  he  lent  his  sword,  epaulets,  and  sashes 
to  his  brother-officers,  who  were  more  fond  of  display. 

The  next  letter  is  to  his  aunt,  Mi^s.  Neale,  of  Parkers- 
burg: 

"Lexixoton,  Va.,  Jan.  21st,  1860. 
*'  I  am  living  in  my  own  house,  I  am  thankful  to 
say,  as,  after  trying  both  public  and  private  boarding, 
I  have  learned  from  experience  that  true  comfort  is 
only  to  be  found  in  a  house  under  your  own  control. 
I  wish  you  could  pay  me  a  visit  during  some  of  your 
leisure  intervals,  if  you  ever  have  such.  This  is  a 
beautiful  country,  just  on  the  confines  of  the  Virginia 
Springs,  and  we  are  about  fourteen  miles  from  the 
Natural  Bridge.  .  .  .  What  do  you  think  about  the 
state  of  the  country?  Viewing  things  at  Washington 
from  human  appearances,  I  tliink  we  have  great  reason 
for  alarm,  but  my  trust  is  in  God ;  and  I  cannot  think 
that  he  will  permit  the  madness  of  men  to  interfere 
so  materially  with  the  Christian  labors  of  this  country 
at  home  and  abroad." 


Uajok  Jackson's  vacation  in  the  summer  of  ISflf 

WIS  spent  in  New  England — ^at  Nortliampton,  JVIas.sa' 

cksetts.    ThU  was  once  the  home  of  Jonathan  E<1- 

wsMis,  and  a  large  old  elra-li-ee  which  was  planted 

lyhim  is  still  standing  as  a  memorial  of  the  great 

[  -American  theologian.     In  the  old  burying-ground,  a 

.  moss-covered   tombstone  bears  the  name 

**f  (lie  saintly  David  Kminerd.     On  Uound  Hill  is  a 

mtliic   establishment,   which   altractetl   Major 

''■ckson  there.     The  hotel  is  built  upon  an  elevation 

*^\erlooking  the  town— the  Connecticut  River  winding 

*lirough  the  loveliest  of  emerald  valleys,  with  fine 

•*iountain  scenery,  embracing  Mount  Tom  and  Mount 

^^olyoke  ^  all  together  forming  a  landscape  which 

penny  Lind  thought  one  of  the  most  beautiful  she 

i*(l  seen  in  America. 

\  The  climate  also  is  bracing  and  delightful,  and  there 
1  much  to  contribute  to  our  enjoyment,  notwitli- 
■itnding  the  inhospitable  elements  which  Southerners 
sit  ia  the  North  at  that  time  of  great  political  ex- 
Rtement.  As  it  was  the  summer  before  Mr.  Lincoln's 
Section,  Major  Jackson  heart!  and  saw  enough  to 
Awaken  his  fears  that  it  might  portend  civil  war;  but 
lie  had  no  dispute  with  those  who  differed  from  him, 
:^ati»g  all  politely,  and  made  some  pleasant  acquaint- 
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ancDS,  among  thorn  a  Eaiitist  mimster,  wlio  often 
joined  us  in  our  walks,  wben  the  conversations  were 
always  friendly.  To  our  surprise,  one  day  the  wife 
of  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  rejrarted  that 
her  husband  had  had  a  violent  political  dispute  nith 
this  fsame  minister,  wliora  we  hatl  found  so  courteouis. 
Although  he  was  an  aholitionist,  and  Major  Jackson 
was  a  slave-holder,  each  had  recognized  in  the  other 
enough  to  be  a  bond  of  union,  and  their  pleasant  re- 
lations continued  as  long  as  they  remained  together. 

In  front  of  the  hotel  was  a,  large  grove  of  forest 
trees,  under  which  were  seats  here  and  there,  and 
we  literally  lived  out  of  doors.  In  strolling  through 
this  grove  we  came  ujjon  a  reservoir,  which  we  ex- 
[lecteii  to  see  filled  with  water,  but  to  our  surprise  it 
was  dry,  and  ujron  the  floor  wure  gambolling  a  large 
number  of  tame  rabbits,  white,  brown,  and  Bjwtted, 
and  guinearpigs  of  all  sizes  and  ages  —  a  sight  that 
was  quite  an  attraction  to  the  guests  of  the  hotel. 
The  little  animals  were  the  pets  of  the  children  of  the 
proprietor,  and  the  old  reservoir,  having  been  aban- 
Ooned  for  a  much  larger  one,  made  a  secure  and  ex- 
cellent home  for  the  pretty  creatures.  In  these  peace- 
ful surroundings  Major  Jackson's  health  iraproved 
wonderfully ;  the  baths  with  the  exercise  gave  in- 
creased fulness  as  well  as  vigor  to  his  manly  frame. 
I  too  was  greatly  benefited  by  this  novel  treatnieaL 
I  had  gone  there  without  a  particle  of  faith 
hydrojiathy,  but  as  I  was  not  strong,  my  hug] 
persuaded  me  to  try  it,  and  it  was  astonishing  b< 
rapidly  my  strengtli  developed.  From  not  being 
to  walk  a  n;iile  upon  my  arrival,  by  degrees  I  ca_" 
to  walking  five  niilos  ii  ilay  with  ease,  and  kept  it 
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until  my  de|)arture.  Indeed,  I  proved  such  an  en- 
couraging subject  to  the  skill  of  the  doctor  that  at 
his  suggestion,  but  soitjly  against  my  own  will,  I  was 
left  behind  for  a  month  after  my  husbiind  had  tu  re- 
turn to  his  professorial  duties.  But  he  "  reported  " 
to  me  as  regularly  as  if  I  were  liJs  superior  officer, 
though  not  exactly  iu  niiUtarv  style,  but  after  his  do- 
mestic fashion : 

Little  one,  I  must  tell  you  what  is  in  your  gar- 
den. First  and  foremost,  there  is  a  very  long  row  of 
celery:  this  is  due  to  Hetty,  and  I  tokl  her  that  as 
she  had  succeeded  so  well  I  wouldn't  touch  its  cult- 
ure ;  though  when  it  comes  uiwn  tlie  table,  and  my 
little  pet  is  here  to  enjoy  it  with  me,  1  do  not  expect 
to  be  so  chary  of  it.  You  have  also  Lima  beans,  snap 
beans,  carrots,  pai-snips,  salsify,  onions,  cabbage,  tur- 
Dtps,  beets,  jiotatoes,  and  some  inferior  muskmelons. 
Kow,  do  you  think  you  have  enough  vegetables  ?  I 
am  jiLst  thinking  and  thinking  about  that  bttle  some- 
body away  up  there."' 


When  the  time  aiTived  for  mo  to  return,  he  would 
I  bave  come  for  me,  but  he  was  so  conscientious  about 
I  iis  dnty  that  he  would  not  leave  his  chair  even  for  a 
I  nngle  day.  except  in  case  of  absolute  necessity,  and  so 
I  Jk  writes : 

"SepWmber  25lh,  1800. 
"  In  answer  to  your  question  how  you  are  to  come. 
1  should  say,  with  your  husband,  if  no  other  arrange- 
ment  can   be  effected.     If  you  don't  meet  with  an 
opportunity  of  an  escort  to  New  York  or  farther,  see 
^V-lf  tiie  doctor  can't  get  you  one  to  Springfield,  upon 
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the  condition  that  you  pay  tlie  expense,  I  don't 
want  you  to  pass  through  Bpringfield  alone,  as  yoH 
have  to  change  cars  there,  and  yon  might  meet  with 
some  accident ;  but  as  visitors  invita  the  doctor  to 
make  excursions  with  them,  can't  you  invite  him  to 
make  one  with  you  to  Springlield.  and  after  he  sees 
you  on  the  right  irain,  sit  in  the  same  car  until  you 
reach  the  dejwt  in  New  York,  wliere  you  may  expect 
to  find  your  esposo  waiting  for  you  ?  Jle  sure  to  writei, 
and  also  telegraph,  as  I  would  ratlier  go  all  the  way 
to  Round  Hill  than  for  you  to  come  through  Spring- 
field alone.  Your  husband  feels  bright,  and  the  light 
of  his  approaching  little  sunshine  makes  him  still 
brighter.  Whenever  you  write  or  telegi-apli  for  him. 
j'ou  may  expect  him  to  oomo  for  you  in  duuble-cjuick 
lime." 

llaving  arranged  for  my  escort  to  a  jilat-e  within    \ 
driving  distance  of  Lexington,  he  sends  a  last  mes- 
sage: 

"September  28th.  I  expect  to  set  off  with  your 
rockaway  and  "  Bay,"  and  you  must  not  be  left  behind. 
You  may  exiwct  to  have  your  dinner  sent  from  home, 
so  that  iu  onr  lioniewartl  drive  you  can  e:it  your  own 
dinner." 

In  February,  1861,  I  left  him  again  for  a  brief 
period,  to  attend  the  wedding  of  my  sister  Susan,  who 
married  Mr.  A.  C.  Avery,  afterwards  a  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Nortii  Carolina.  A  few  extracts 
will  show  the  character  of  the  letters  that  followed 
me  on  this  trip : 
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"Home,  February  ISth,  Ititil.  ]\ry  precious  little 
darling',  your  busbantl  has  returned  from  the  Insti- 
tute, iiad  liis  dinner  all  alone,  and  feels  sad  enough 
this  afternoon  :  but  I  trust  that  my  little  pet  has  had 
apteas&nt  day's  travel,  and  that  tlie  kind  providence 
of  God  has  Jiept  her  from  all  accident  and  danger, 
and  has  spread  out  before  her  many  enjoyments.  I 
ho[K  that  you  will  be  greatly  prospered  during  all 
your  absence.  The  day  here  has  been  very  change- 
able, alternating  between  sunshine  and  snow.  I  hope 
the  Kichmond  weather  is  better,  for  I  have  been 
tkinVing  yon  might  be  too  much  exposed  in  shopping. 
However,  I  hope  you  have  taken  a  carriage,  if  neces- 
sary, and  iiave  taken  good  care  of  my  little  one." 

..."  I9th.  My  darling  pet,  your  husband  feels  a 
loneliness  for  which  he  can  hai-dly  account,  but  he 
knoivs  if  his  darling  were  here  he  wouldn't  feel  thus. 
I  have  Ijeen  busy,  but  still  the  feeling  exists.  I  fol- 
low jou  in  mind  and  heart,  and  think  of  you  at  the 
different  points  of  your  route." 

'■  ^3(1.  I  waa  very  thankful  to  our  kind  Heavenly 
Father  for  his  protecting  care  extended  over  my  little 
1*1.  as  stated  in  your  letter.  I  do  delight  to  receive 
lettefs  from  my  little  woman.  If  Sue  is  approach- 
ihleuti  the  Avery  question,  tell  her  she  must  be  very 
litigious  if  she  finds  it  necessary  to  engage  the  ser- 
'■'ices  of  a  member  of  the  legal  profession  for  life  I 
Til!  her  we  have  them  here  from  a  mere  tyro  up  to  a 
jndge  of  the  Federal  court,  though  do  not  mention  the 
subject  to  her  if  you  think  it  would  beat  all  unpleasant. 

"On  Saturday  I   sent  your    boy,   George,    with 
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your  horse  and  wagon  tlo^iii  to  Thompson's  landing, 
and  brought  up  a  barrel  of  nice  Richmond  sweet  pota- 
toes. I  have  laid  asiiie  the  bust,  and  hope  they  will 
keep  till  my  little  pet  gets  home. 

"  What  think  you  i  1  went  down  to  3'our  hen- 
house yesterday  evening,  pursvant  to  ardc/v,  and,  look- 
ing into  the  nests,  found  nine  fresh  eggs  besides  the 
Deai'er  [a  porcelain  egg  bought  of  a  man  of  that 
name},  and,  appropria.ting  eight  of  them,  I  returned, 
leaving  one  in  each  nest." 

"  Feb.  27th.  This  is  a  beautiful  day  here,  and  I  hare 
been  thinking  how  blissful  Sue's  married  life  will  be 
if  her  bridal  day  is  its  true  emblem.  .  .  .  We  had 
quite  a  treat  last  night  in  the  performance  of  a  com- 
pany in  Druidical  costumes,  making  exquisite  music 
upon  instruments  constnicted  of  ox-homs,  copied  from 
the  Druidical  instruments  iu  the  British  Museum," 

"  March  Ifith.  Amy  has  gone  to  grace  the  wedding 
of  one  of  her  colored  friends  by  her  imposing  presence. 

George  left  for  C- -'s  on  the  morning  of  March  Ist. 

and  1  haven't  seen  his  delectable  face  since.  I  am 
thankful  to  say  that  everything  is  working  well  at 
home.  I  expect  to  continue  sending  you  letters  as 
long  as  you  stay  away.  You  had  better  come  bonic  if 
you  want  to  stop  this  correajxindenoe.  I  have  been 
working  to-day  at  your  gartlen  fence  to  keep  your 
chickens  out,  and  also  to  prevent  egi-ess  and  ingress 
between  our  garden  and  that  of  Selior  Deaver, 

"Your  peas  are  just  beginning  to  make  their  appear- 
ance above  ground.  .  .  .  The  colored  Sabbath-scho<^ 
is  greatly  blessed  iu  numbers  and  teachers,  and  is  do- 
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ing  K  gootl  work,  .  .  .  Your  friends  liere  remember 
mr  darling  with  much  interest." 

During  this  visit  of  mine  to  North  CaroHna.  1  irns 
mrprised  to  lind  the  ])eoi)le  of  that  State  almost  unani- 
for  secession,  for  in  my  Virginia  homo  the  feel- 
ing was  very  much  tiie  reverse.  After  the  election 
oi  Mr,  Lincoln,  South  Carolina  had  Itoklly  led  off 
in  withdrawing  from  the  Union,  and  was  followed 
bir  one  after  another  of  her  sister  States  in  solemn 
piMession — inchiding  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Florida, 
Georgia,  Louisiana,  and  Texas.  Afterwards  all  the 
Soathom  States,  except  Kentucky,  which  remained 
neatral,  followed  suit;  and  on  the  ^th  of  February, 
1*61,  tbc  fii-st  seven  States  formed  a  Confederacy,  and 
(fiablished  a  provisional  government  at  M(mtgomery, 
Alalaraa.  Jefferson  Uavis  was  chosen  President,  and 
Alexander  H.  Stopbena  Vice-President. 

At  tbis  time  Major  Jackson  was  strongly  for  the 
Cniou,  but  at  tbe  same  time  he  was  a  firm  States*- 
ligbts  man.  In  politics  he  bad  always  been  a  Dem- 
Mrat,  but  he  was  never  a  very  strong  pjirtisan,  and 
took  no  part  in  the  political  contest  of  ISiSO,  except 
lo  cast  bis  vote  for  John  C.  Breckinridge,  believing 
%l  liis  election  would  do  more  to  save  the  Union 
llum  that  of  any  other  candidate.  Me  never  was  a 
Kcegaionist,  and  maintained  that  it  was  better  for  the 
SoDlh  to  fight  for  her  rights  in  tfut  Unitm  than  out  of 
>t  The  grand  old  State  of  Virginia,  whose  sons  Iia*l 
more  than  those  of  any  other  State  to  form  the 
CoDfititution  which  di-ew  all  the  States  under  one  gun- 
"li  government;  was  reluctant  to  withdraw  from  it, 
Mi  Was  among  the  last  of  the  Southern  States  to 
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sece<le.  South  Carolina,  after  her  sec«esion.  urgently 
aolicitetl  the  Federal  government  for  an  equitable 
settlement  of  the  rights  she  claimed  as  a  State,  and 
especially  deinandiid  the  possession  of  Fort  Sumter  as 
her  only  fort  for  her  lociU  protection.  In  reply  to 
thia  the  governor  of  the  State  was  informed  by  the 
United  States  government  that  the  garrison  of  the 
fort  wotdd  be  reinforced — "poiiceably  if  they  could, 
forcibly  if  they  must,"  This  was  regarded  by  the 
spirited  secessionists  as  a  call  to  arms,  and  they  im- 
mediately borabanied  Fort  Sumter,  which  in  a  short 
time  was  reduced  to  ruins.  President  Lincoln  then 
issued  a  proclamation,  calhng  ni)on  the  Stat«s  to  fur- 
nish seventy-five  thousand  men  to  put  down  what  he 
assumed  to  be  a  "  rebellion  "  against  the  only  author- 
ized  goveiTiment  of  the  country. 

Virginia  now  hesitated  no  longer.  On  tlie  17th  of 
April  she  seceded,  and  immediately  began  prepara- 
tions for  the  struggle  which  was  inevitable.  After 
the  threat  of  coercion  on  the  part  of  the  North,  the 
South  became  almost  a  unit,  and  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  men  of  all  ages  and  classes  rushed  to  arms  was 
only  equalled  by  that  of  the  women  at  home. 

With  his  high  sense  of  duty  and  devotion  to  his 
State.  Major  Jackson  had  been  deeply  impressed  by 
the  startling  course  of  events,  which  hiul  develojied  in 
such  rapid  succession.  Some  weeks  before  Virginia 
cast  in  her  lot  with  the  Southern  Confederacy,  a 
Peace  Conference  had  l>een  held  in  Washington  to 
devise  some  _<  mis  of  mutual  concession.  The  (Jeu- 
eral  Assent'  of  Virginia  had  proposed  this  effort  at 
conciliaH^  -id  delegates  were  sent  from  both  the 
Free  find  llie^lave  States,  but  all  their  attempts  proved 
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After  the  failure  of  tliis  Peace  Conference, 
JIajor  Jackson  cailed  upon  his  pastor  and  expressed 
these  views:  "If  the  general  government  should  per- 
sist in  the  measures  now  threatened,  there  must  be 
uar.  It  is  painful  to  discover  with  what  unconcern 
they  speak  of  war.  and  threaten  it.  They  do  not 
know  its  horrors.  I  have  seen  enough  of  it  to  make 
me  look  uiJon  it  as  the  sum  of  ail  evils."    (However  it 

surprise  tliose  who  knew  hira  only  as  a  soldier, 
yet  it  is  true  that  I  never  heard  any  man  exjtress 

utter  abhorrence  of  war.  I  shall  never  forget 
koff  he  once  exclaimed  to  me,  with  all  the  intensity  of 
Hi  nature,  "  Oh,  how  I  do  deprecate  war !")  "  Should 
too  step  be  taken  which  is  now  threatened,  we  shall 
Ii»Te  n»  other  alternative;  we  must  fight.  But  do 
yon  not  think  that  all  the  Christian  jieople  of  the 
land  could  be  induced  to  unite  in  a  concert  of  prayer 
to  arert  so  great  an  evil  I  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
tliey  irould  thus  unite  in  prayer,  war  might  be  prevent- 
oiand  peace  preserved."  llis  pastor  fully  concurred 
i^itli  him,  and  promised  to  do  his  utmost  to  bring 
sWut  the  concert  of  prayer  he  jti-oposed.  "  Mean- 
^ me,"  said  he,  "let  us  agree  thus  to  praj'."  In  his 
public  prayers  after  this,  Lis  most  fervent  petition 
*S8  that  Goc!  would  preserve  the  vrhole  land  from 
the  evils  of  ^-ar. 

Bni  while  the  storm  was  gathering  which  was  soon 
to  burst  with'-such  fury,  Jackson  exhibited  no  undue 
Buxiety — praying  only  the  more  importunately,  if  it 
*ere  God's  wiM,  that  it  might  be  averi  1,  and  that  the 
whole  land  might  be  at  peace. 

In  a  convei-sation  with  a  friend  he  ibed   the 

tJemoralization  of  civil  strife  upon  a  natyon.  wh.ch  has 
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since  seemed  sadly  prophetic  of  the  very  evils  that 
have  come  ujKm  the  country.  But  his  absolute  tmst 
in  the  Ruler  of  alJ  things  kept  him  from  the  agitation 
and  fear  whith  weighed  so  heavily  upon  others.  At 
this  time  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  R.  Ramsey  visited  him  and 
thus  describes  hia  frame  of  mind: 

"  Walking  with  Go<l  in  prayer  and  holy  obedience, 
he  reposed  upon  His  promises  and  providence  with  a 
calm  and  unHinching  reliance  beyond  any  man  I  ever 
knew.  I  shall  never  forget  the  manner  and  tone  of 
surprise  and  child-like  confidence  with  which  he  once 
spoke  to  m©  on  this  subject.  It  was  soon  after  the 
election  in  1S6(1,  when  the  country  was  beginning  to 
heave  with  the  agony  and  throes  of  dissolution.  Wa 
had  just  risen  from  morning  prayers  in  his  own  house, 
where  at  that  time  I  was  a  guest.  Filled  with  gloom, 
I  was  lamenting  in  strong  language  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  our  belovetl  country.  '  Why,'  said  he, 
'should  Christians  l>6  disturbeil  about  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union !  It  can  come  only  by  God's  permis- 
sion, and  will  only  be  permitted  if  for  His  people's 
good ;  for  does  He  not  say,  '■  All  things  work  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  God  i"  I  cannot  see  how 
ire  should  be  distressed  about  such  things,  whatever 
be  their  consequences.'  That  faith  nothing  could 
shake,  because  he  dwelt  in  the  secret  place  of  the 
Most  High,  under  the  pavilion  of  the  Almighty." 

It  has  been  said  that  General  Jackson  "fought 
for  slavery  and  the  Southern  CorJcderacy  with  the 
UQsliaken  conviction  that  both  were  to  endure." 
This  statement  is  true  with  regard  to  the  latter, 
hut  I  am  very  confident  that  he  would  never  have 
fought  for  the  sole  object  of  jrarpetuatiug  slavery.    It 
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wtsior  her  constHntiorml  r'l'jkts  tbat  the  South  resist- 
ed the  North,  and  slavery  was  only  comprehended 
ifflong  those  rights.  He  found  the  institution  a  I'e- 
JJBBsible  and  troublesome  one,  and  I  have  heai-d  him 
»T  that  he  would  prefer  to  see  the  negroes  free,  but 

B  believed  that  the  Bible  taught  that  slavery  was 
anctioned  by  the  Creator  himself,  who  makcth  men 
oiiiffer,  and  instituted  laws  for  the  bond  and  the  free. 

e  therefore  accepted  slavery,  as  it  existed  in  the 
kmtherD  States,  not  as  a  thing  desirable  in  itself,  but 
U  allowed  by  Providence  for  ends  which  it  was  not 

!  business  to  determine.  At  the  same  time,  the 
I  had  no  truer  friend,  no  greater  benefactor. 
«  who  were  servants  in  his  own  house  he  treated 
with  the  greatest  kindness,  and  never  was  more  happy 
irmoro  devoted  to  any  work  than  that  of  teaching 
tto colored  children  in  his  Sunday-school. 

At  the  time  tbat  the  clouds  of  war  were  about  to 
St  over  the  lantl,  tlio  Presbytery  of  Lexington  held 
U  Spring  meeting  in  the  church  which  Major  Jackson 
■Mended  These  ecclesiastical  gatherings,  with  their 
iBteresting  religious  services  and  preaching,  and  the 
int  hospitalities  incident  to  them,  were  regarded 

1  Virginia  as  seasons  of  special  social  and  religious 
Jririlege  and  enjoyment.  Major  Jackson  was  enter- 
g  some  of  the  members  of  this  body,  but  owing 
'to  the  intense  political  excitement  in  the  town,  and 
'm  constant  demands  made  upon  hira  in  military  mat- 
*ws,b6  found  hut  little  time  to  give  to  his  guests,  and, 
•till  more  to  his  disappointment,  none  to  the  services 
ol  the  sanctuary.  The  cadets  were  wild  with  youth- 
nil  Mdor  at  the  prospect  of  war,  and  the  citinens  were 
owning  volunteer  companies,  drilling  and  equipping 
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to  enter  the  senHce.  Major  Jackson^s  practical  wis- 
dom and  energy  were  much  sought  after,  and  inspired 
hope  and  confidence,  "Whiie  the  Presbvtery  was  still 
in  session,  came  the  dreaded  news  from  Richmond 
that  Virginia  had  seceded  from  the  Union,  and  cast  in 
her  lot  with  the  Southern  Confederac}-.  This  was  the 
cleath-knell  of  the  last  hope  of  peace. 

The  governor  of  the  State,  "  honest  John  Letcher," 
as  he  was  called,  notified  the  superintendent  of  the 
Institute  that  he  should  need  the  services  of  the 
more  advanced  classes  of  the  cadets  as  drill-mastery 
and  they  must  be  prepared  to  go  to  Richmond  at 
a  moment's  notice,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Jackson. 

Having  been  almost  entirely  absorbed  all  the  week 
with  his  military  occupations,  to  the  exclasion  of  his 
attendance  upon  a  single  church  service,  which  he  bad 
BO  much  desired,  ho  exjiressed  the  earnest  hojM,  on  re- 
tiring late  Saturday  night,  that  the  call  to  Ilichroond 
would  not  come  before  Monday,  and  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  spend  a  quiet  Sabbath,  without  any  men- 
lion  of  ijolitics,  or  the  impending  troubles  of  the  coun- 
try, and  enjoy  the  privilege  once  more  of  commun- 
ing with  God  and  His  people  in  His  sanctuary.  Bat 
Heaven  onlered  it  otherwise. 

About  the  dawn  of  that  Sabbath  morning,  April 
aisl,  our  door-bell  rang,  and  the  order  came  that 
Major  Jackson  should  bring  the  cadets  to  Hichmond 
imtnftfialfiy.  Without  waiting  for  breakfast,  he  re- 
paired at  once  to  ihe  Institute,  to  make  arrangements 
as  spe«lily  as  possible  for  marching,  but  finding  that 
several  hours  of  pre|*aratiou  would  necessarily  be 
nuiuirwl,  he  apjuiiniwl  the  hour  for  starting  at  one 
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I  o'clock  p.  M.  He  sent  a  message  to  his  pastor,  Dr. 
I  While,  refjuesting  him  to  come  to  the  barracks  and 
I  offera  prayer  with  the  command  before  its  departure, 
I  Ali  the  morning  he  ivas  engaged  at  the  Institute,  al- 
ng  himself  only  a  short  tiTne  to  return  to  his 
B  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  he  took  a  hurried 
eakfast,  and  completed  a  feiv  necessary  preparations 
IT  his  journey.  Then,  in  the  privacy  of  our  chamber, 
e  took  bis  Bible  and  read  that  beautiful  chapter  in 
nintbians  beginning  with  the  sublime  hope  of  the 
Esorrection — "  For  we  know  that  if  our  earthly  house 
t  this  tabernacle  1)6  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of 
3d,  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
favens;"'  and  then,  kneeling  doivn,  he  committed  him- 
If  and  her  whom  he  loved  to  the  protecting  care  of 
8  Father  in  heaven. .  Never  was  a  prayer  more  fer- 
M.  tender,  and  touching.  His  voice  was  so  choked 
with  emotion  that  he  could  scarcely  utter  the  words, 
IjoiI  one  of  his  most  earnest  petitions  was  that  "if  con- 
l«i«l«iit  with  His  will,  God  would  still  avert  the  tiireat- 
f  Ming  danger  and  grant  us  i>eaee  !"  So  great  was  his 
dpflirt'  for  jieace  that  he  cherished  the  hope  that  the 
jKililieal  difficulties  might  be  adjusted  without  blood- 
slied,  until  he  was  convinced  by  stern  reality  that  this 
hope  was  vain.  Although  he  went  forth  so  bravely 
from  his  cherished  and  beloved  home,  with  a  tirm 
trust  in  God,  yet  he  hoped  conBdently  to  be  permit- 
teti  to  return  again.  His  faith  in  the  success  of  the 
cause  of  the  South,  which  he  believed  to  be  a  right- 
t^Qs  one.  never  wavered  to  the  end  of  his  life ;  and  if 
he  over  had  a  thought  that  he  should  not  survive  the 
struggle,  it  was  never  expressed  to  his  wife.  Ah ! 
pw  the  light  went  out  of  bis  home  when  he  depart- 
10 
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ed  from  it  on  that  beautiful  spring  day !  But  in  the 
painful  separation  it  ivas  well  for  us  that  we  could 
not  know  that  this  was  the  final  breaking-up  of  oar 
happy  home,  and  that  his  footstep  was  never  again  to 
cross  its  threshold ! 

When  Dp.  White  went  to  the  Institute  to  hold  the 
short  religious  service  which  Major  Jackson  requested, 
the  latter  told  him  the  command  would  march  pre- 
cisely at  one  o'clock,  and  the  minister,  knowing  his 
punctuality,  made  it  a  x>oint  to  close  the  service  at  a 
quarter  before  one.  Everything  was  then  in  readi- 
ness, and  after  waiting  a  few  moments  an  officer  ap- 
proached Major  Jackson  and  said :  "  Major,  every- 
thing is  now  ready.  May  we  not  set  out?"  The 
only  reply  he  made  was  to  point  to  the  dial-plate  of 
the  barracks  clock,  and  not  until  the  hand  pointed  to 
the  hour  of  one  was  his  voice  heai'd  to  ring  out  the 
order.  "  Forward,  march  I" 

From  this  time  forth  the  life  of  my  husband  be- 
longed to  his  beloved  Southern  land,  and  his  private 
life  becomes  public  history. 

After  he  had  taken  his  departure  for  the  army,  our 
home  grew  more  lonely  and  painful  to  me  from  day 
to  day,  and  at  the  invitation  of  a  friend,  Mrs.  William 
N.  Page  (one  of  the  best  and  noblest  of  women,  who 
had  been  as  a  mother  to  me  during  all  my  r^idenoe  in 
Lexington),  I  went  to  her  house  and  remained  until 
my  husband  lost  all  hope  of  an  early  return,  when  he 
advise<l  me  to  go  to  the  home  of  my  father  in  North 
Carolina.  I  had  not  a  relative  in  Lexington,  but  kind 
friends  did  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  ray  feeling 
this  need,  and  all  hearts  were  drawn  togetlier  in  one 
t'omraon  bond  of  trial  and  anxiety,  for  there  was 
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scarcely  ii  household  upon  which  had  not  fallen  a  part, 
al  Jeast,  of  the  same  weight  of  sadness  and  desolation 
wb/ch  flooded  iny  own  home.  It  was  a  time  of  keen 
anguish  and  fearful  apprehension  to  us  whose  loved 
ones  had  gone  forth  in  such  a  perilous  and  des|>erate 
nndcrlaking,  but  one  feeling  seemed  to  pervade  every 
lieart,  that  it  was  a  just  and  righteous  cause ;  and  our 
bope  was  in  God,  who  "could  save  by  many  or  by 
few,"  and  to  Him  the  Christian  people  of  the  South 
lookal  and  prayed.  That  so  many  united  and  fervent 
prayers  should  iiave  been  offered  in  vain  is  one  of 
those  mysteries  which  can  never  be  fathomed  by  finite 
minds.  The  mighty  Ruler  of  the  nations  saw  fit  to 
give  victory  to  the  strong  arm  of  power,  and  He 
makes  no  mistakes.  But  for  two  years  I  was  buoyed 
up  by  boiHJ,  which  was  strengthened  by  my  husband's 
cheerfulness  and  courageous  trust;  and  when  he  be- 
came more  and  more  useful  in  the  service  of  his 
^■untry,  I  felt  that  Goul  had  a  work  for  him  to  ac- 
complish, and  my  trust  and  prayers  grew  moi-e  con- 
Bdont  that  his  precious  life  would  be  spai"ed  through- 
out Uie  ivar.  It  was  well  that  I  could  not  foresee  the 
future,  It  was  in  mercy  that  He  who  knew  the  end 
from  the  beginning  did  not  lift  the  veil. 


CHAPTER  X. 

HARPER'S  FERRV— 1801. 

After  marching  to  Staunton,  the  cadets  \vero  trans- 
ported by  rail  to  Richmond.  The  day  after  their  de- 
parture, while  they  were  still  en  route,  and  had  stoppetl 
for  a  short  time,  Major  Jackson  wrote  as  follows  : 

"April  22d,  1S61.  My  little  darling,  the  command 
left  Staunton  on  a  special  train  at  about  a  quarter-past 
ten  this  morning.  We  are  now  stopping  for  a  short 
time  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  The 
train  will  hardly  reach  Richmond  before  night.  The 
war  spirit  here,  as  well  as  at  other  points  of  the  line, 
is  intense.  The  cars  had  scarcely  stopped  before  a  re- 
quest was  made  that  1  would  leave  a  cadet  to  drill  a 
company." 

"  KlCHM OKU,    83(1, 

.  .  .  '"The  cadets  are  encamped  on  the  Fair  grounds, 
which  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  out  of  the  city,  on 
the  left  side  of  the  road.  We  have  excellent  quar- 
ters. Colonel  Robert  E.  Lee  of  the  army  is  here,  and 
has  been  made  major-general.  This  I  regard  as  of 
more  vjilue  to  us  than  to  have  General  Scott  as  com- 
mander ;  as  it  is  understood  that  General  Lee  is  to  be 
our  commander-in-chief,  and  I  regard  him  as  a  better 
officer  than  General  Scott.  So  far  as  we  hear.  God  is 
crowning  our  cause  with  success,  but  I  don't  wish  to 
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send  mmars  to  you.  I  will  try  to  give  facts  as  they 
become  known,  though  I  may  not  have  time  to  write 
more  than  a  line  or  bo.  The  governor  anil  others  hold- 
ing responsible  offices  have  not  enough  time  for  their 
duties,  they  are  so  enormous  at  tliis  date." 

"  Fair  Grounds,  24tli. 
..."  I  am  imahle  to  give  you  the  information  I 
would  like  i"es[>ecting  things  here.  The  State  troops 
are  constantly  arriving.  The  Fair  grounds  are  to  be 
made  the  phice  for  a  school  of  practice.  AVilliam  [my 
brother,  Major  W,  W.  Morrison,  wlio  had  held  an  office 
nnder  the  United  States  government]  passed  through 
to-day  on  his  way  home,  and  looks  very  ivell.  Ho  says 
there  is  great  uneasiness  at  Washington.  His  resigna- 
tion was  accepted,  altliough  they  desired  him  to  re- 
main. Major-Geneml  Lee  is  commander-in-chief  of  all 
the  land  and  naval  forces  in  the  State." 

**  25th.  The  scene  here,  my  darling  ]»t,  looks  quite 
animated.  Troo|)3  are  continually  arriving.  Yester- 
day about  seven  hundred  came  in  from  South  Caro- 
lina, ...  I  received  your  precious  letter,  in  which 
you  speak  of  coming  hero  in  the  event  of  my  remain- 
ing. I  would  like  very  much  to  see  my  sweet  little 
feice,  but  my  darling  had  better  remain  at  her  own 
home,  as  my  continuance  here  is  very  uncertain." 

While  in  Richmond  he  applied  himself  diligently  to 
the  drilling  and  discipline  of  the  masses  of  untrained 
soldiers  that  were  pouring  into  the  city.  One  day  a 
raw  recruit,  seeing  by  his  uniform  that  he  was  an  offi- 
cer, accosted  him,  and  begged  tliat  he  would  give  him 
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some  instruction  as  to  his  daties.  He  had  just  been 
assigned  as  corporal  of  the  guard  for  the  day.  and  was 
in  total  ignorance  of  what  was  required  of  him.  his 
superior  officer,  probably  as  ignorant  as  himself,  not 
having  explained  what  he  was  to  do.  Major  Jackson 
at  once  went  with  him  around  the  whole  circuit  of  sen- 
try posts,  taught  him  all  the  "salutes,"  the  "chal- 
lenges," and  every  detail  of  his  position  ;  and  the  sol- 
dier was  80  impressed  with  his  knowledge,  and  so 
grateful  for  his  kindness,  that  he  was  heard  to  say  that 
"  ho  should  always  respect  tfuit  man.'"  It  was  this  read- 
iness to  do  all  in  his  power  for  others  that  gave  him 
such  a  strong  hold  upon  the  hearts  of  his  soldiers. 

Of  course,  he  was  anxious  to  begin  active  duty  in 
some  position  worthy  of  bis  skill  and  experience; 
bnt  his  Jirst  appointment  was  a  disappointment  to 
him,  being  in  the  engineer  department  with  the  rank 
of  major.  It  was  distasteful  to  him,  because  he  felt 
that  he  could  not  render  as  much  service  in  it  as  by 
more  active  service  in  the  fieKL  Some  of  his  friends 
saw  that  the  appointment  was  not  one  suited  to  him, 
and  at  their  request  the  Executive  War  Council  with- 
drew it,  and  be  received  a  commission  as  colonel  of 
the  Virginia  forces,  and  ivas  onlered  to  take  command 
at  Harper's  Ferry.  The  day  after  receiving  his  com- 
mission, which  was  the  27th  of  April,  when  it  was  read 
out  in  the  Oonvention  for  conlirmation,  a  member  of 
tliat  body  inquired,  "  "Who  is  this  Major  Jackson,  tbab 
we  are  asked  to  commit  to  him  so  responsible  a  post  ^" 
"  Ue  is  one,"  replied  the  member  from  Rockbridge, 
Hon.  S,  McD.  Moore,  '■  who,  if  you  order  him  to  hold 
a  post,  will  uei'vr  ktivc  it  alive  to  be  occupied  by  the 
enemy," 
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Eia  next  letter  was  from  "Winchester,  dated  April 


"  I  came  from  Richmond  yesterday,  and  expect  to 
leave  here  about  lialf-past  two  o'cloclt  this  afternoon 
for  Harper's  Ferry.  On  last  Saturday  the  Governor 
banded  me  my  commission  as  Colonel  of  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers, the  post  which  I  prefer  above  all  others,  and 
has  given  me  un  independent  tipmraand.  Little  one, 
you  miist  not  expect  to  hear  from  me  very  often,  as  I 
apect  to  have  more  work  than  I  have  ever  had  in  the 
same  length  of  time  before;  but  don't  be  concerned 
about  your  husband,  for  our  kind  Heavenly  Fa,ther 
ffill  give  every  needful  aid."' 

The  first  news  from  hiin  after  reaching  Harper's 
Ferry  was  simply  a  line  of  Spanish,  e.Ypressing  all  the 
love  of  his  heart.  The  second  was  not  much  longer, 
Itot  in  it  he  said ;  "  I  am  very  much  gratitied  with  my 
command,  and  would  rather  have  this  post  than  any 
otljer  in  the  State.  I  am  in  tolerable  health,  prolwibly 
a  little  better  than  usual,  if  I  had  enough  sleep.  I 
fiaven't  time  now  to  do  more  than  to  tell  you  how 
mnch  I  love  you." 

"May  3d.     I  feel  better  this  morning  than  I  have 
ne  time,  having  got  more  sleep  than  usual  last 
Your  precious  letters  have  been  reaching  me 
rom  time  to  time,  and  gladden  your  husband's  heart." 

"May  8tb.  At  present  I  am  living  in  an  elegant 
MDsioQ,  with  Major  Preston  in  my  room,  Mr. 
8  on  my  staff,  and  left  this  morning  for  Rich- 
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mond  as  bearer  of  despatches,  but  will  return  in  a  few 
da^'s.  I  am  strengthening  uiy  position,  and  if  at- 
tacked shall,  with  the  blessing  of  Providence,  repel 
the  enemy.  I  am  in  good  health,  considering  the 
great  amount  of  labor  ivliich  devolves  ujKin  me.  and 
the  loss  of  sleep  to  which  I  am  subjected,  but  i  hope 
to  Iiave  a  good  sleep  to-night,  and  trust  that  my  habits 
will  be  more  regidar  in  the  future.  Colonels  Preston 
and  Massie  have  been  of  great  service  to  me.  Human- 
ly speaking,  I  don't  see  how  I  could  have  accomphshed 
the  amount  of  work  I  have  done  without  them,  .  .  . 
Oh,  how  I  \vould  love  to  see  your  jirecious  face !'' 

In  his  next  letter  he  advised  me  to  make  every  nec- 
essary provision  for  the  ser%'ants,  and  arrange  all  our 
home  interests,  so  that  I  could  return  to  my  father's 
sheltering  roof  in  Korth  CaTOlina.  Up  to  this  period 
he  had  still  hojiwl  that  the  gathering  storm  might  pass 
over  without  bloodshed! ;  but  Virginia  had  now  adopt- 
ed tlip  f'onstitution  of  the  Confederate  States,  thus 
uiiitiug-her  destiny  with  theirs,  and  all  hojie  of  escap- 
ing war  die*!  even  in  the  most  sanguine  hearts. 

Our  servants,  under  my  supervision,  had  up  to  this 
time  remaiueii  at  home ;  but  without  the  linn  guidance 
and  restraint  of  their  master,  the  excitement  of  the 
times  proveil  so  demoralizing  to  them  that  he  deemed 
it  ln'st  for  nie  to  provide  them  with  good  homes 
among  the  jwrmanent  residents.  After  doing  this, 
packing  our  furniture  and  closing  our  house,  my  bur- 
dened, anxious  heart  found  sweet  relief  and  comfort 
upon  reaching  the  home  of  my  kind  parents,  who  had 
si'nt  one  of  my  young  brothers  to  bring  me  to  them 
just  as  soon  as  luy  hiubiind  advised   the  removaL 
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TheQceforward  my  home  was  with  them  throughout 
I  Ilie  war,  except  during  tlie  few  visits  which  I  was  per- 
I  Diitled  to  pay  my  husband  in  the  array. 

ilarper's  Ferry  is  surroundeil  by  scenery  of  rare 
I  beauty  and  grandeur.  The  Httlo  village  occupies  the 
^1^  of  a  ridge  called  Bolivar  Heights,  which  runs 
plonga  tongue  of  land  between  the  junction  of  the 
fPotomac  and  Sheuaudoah  rivers.  The  Potomac  is  the 
Nindary  line  between  Maryland  and  Virginia.  The 
■■fceantiful  Shenandoah,  whose  signification  in  the  In- 
dian language  is  "  sparkling  waters,"  flows  forth  from 
llie  grand  and  exquisite  Valley  of  Virginia,  along  the 
I  western  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  until  it  meets  the  Poto- 
|loac,when  they  unite  and  rush  through  the  mountains 
llowards  the  ocean.  Through  the  great  cleft,  worn 
Isgwago  by  the  waters  forcing  their  passage  through 
I'the  range  of  mountains,  a  picture  of  surpassing  beauty 
it)  revealed  in  verdant,  undulating  plains,  stretching 
f  faraway  into  the  distance,  presenting  a  striking  con- 
llnat  to  the  wild  and  gigantic  scenery  of  the  fore- 
I  pound.  East  of  the  Shenandoah  the  Blue  Kidge  rises 
rnnmediately  from  the  waters,  overlooking  the  village, 
I  and  this  eminence  is  called  Loudoun  Heights.  North 
|tif  it,  and  across  the  Potomac,  a  twin  mountain  of 
I  equal  altitude  bears  the  name  of  Maryland  Heights, 
I  *nd  commands  a  view  of  the  whole  upper  valley  of 
I  the  Potomac.  In  consequence  of  the  greatly  superior 
I  elevation  of  the  heights  of  Loudoun  and  Maryland  to 
I  lliat  of  the  Bolivar  Heights,  upon  which  the  village  is 
I  wilt,  it  will  be  seen  that  Haq>er's  Ferry  was  not  at 
I  »ll  a  jKisition  that  was  strong  for  defence,  if  attai-ketl 
I  '■y  Ml  army,  unless  it  was  held  as  a  fortress  by  a 
I  '^  garrison,  with  heavy  artillery  to  crown  all  the 
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triangle  of  mountains  that  surround  it,  and  to  unite 
those  crests  with  each  other.  Still,  it  was  a  matter  of 
paramount  importance  to  the  Confederates  to  secure 
and  hokl  this  post.  The  place  had  long  been  used  by 
the  Federal  government  as  a  point  at  which  to  manu- 
facture and  store  fire-arms,  and  the  banks  of  both 
Btreanis  were  lined  with  factories  and  arsenals  where 
thousands  of  arms  were  annually  made  and  stored.  Ag 
soon  as  war  became  imminent,  the  possession  of  Ilar- 
per's  Ferry,  with  its  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  be- 
came such  a  necessity  to  the  Virginians  that  the  miU- 
tia  companies  of  the  surrounding  country  resolved  to 
effect  its  capture;  but  whUe  they  were  assembling 
for  this  piir|K)Be,  the  Federal  officer  in  command  of 
the  place  heard  of  their  <lesign,  and.  after  setting  fire 
to  the  factories  and  store-houses,  deserted  the  town. 
However,  as  the  factories  were  saved  by  the  efforts 
of  the  Virginians,  and  as  they  had  already  removed  and 
secreted  a  large  number  of  arms,  he  did  not  indict 
such  a  blow  as  he  had  intended.  Harper's  Ferry  now 
became  the  ren<lezvous  of  all  the  troops  in  the  Valley 
of  Virginia,  and  it  was  the  command  of  these  and 
others  sent  to  reinforce  them  that  was  given  to  Colo- 
nel Jackson  when  ije  received  his  commission  in  the 
service  of  Virginia.  Many  other  companies  of  volnn- 
levrs  flockc<l  frvim  llie  valley,  ail  of  whom  were  filled 
with  nnior  and  cnthusijism:  bat  the  majority  were 
without  training  or  discipline,  and  many  were  unpro- 
vided with  arms.  Alto^tber  tlte  force  at  Harper's 
Forty  consisted!  i>f  about  twenty-live  hundred  men — 
four  hundn.'il  Kentnckiaos  aad  the  rest  Virginians — 
but  viduntwrs  (rx>m  xhe  South  &fterv»nls  swelled  the 
nntaber  to  funy-QT«  faiiiMlKd  men.    Tben;  were  eight 
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companies  of  cavalry,  and  four  battalions  of  field  ar- 
liUay  with  tifteen  light  guns ;  but  all  was  a  confused 
niasa  when  Colonel  Jackson  came  as  a  stranger  to 
tike  commamL  However,  with  the  aid  of  Colonels 
Fraston  and  Massie  and  two  catlets  whom  he  had 
broaglit  as  drill-masters,  and  by  his  own  tireless  en- 
(Tgy,  order  and  consistency  soon  took  the  place  of 
cko3  and  confusion.  As  matters  theij  stood,  Harper's 
Ferry  was  regiirded  as  the  most  important  position 
in  Virginia.  Its  command  was  the  advance  guard 
irfall  the  Southern  foi-ces,  and  it  was  expected  that 
Wood  would  first  be  shed  there,  as  a  largo  force  under 
GeDeral  Patterson  was  threatening  an  attack,  and 
thiiough  that  i>ass  it  was  surmised  the  invaders  would 
four  into  the  State.  Regarding  it  as  a  necessity  to 
tW  protection  and  defence  of  his  post.  Colonel  Jack- 
ion  had  taken  possession  of  the  Maryland  Heights, 
which  towered  so  far  above  the  village  and  Bolivar 
Heights  as  greatly  to  endanger  his  force  should  they 
be  seized  by  the  enemy.  In  his  despatches  to  the  gov- 
ernment, he  declared  his  determination,  if  attacked,  to 
Wake  snch  a  resistance  as  should  convince  the  enemy 
of  the  desi)erate  resolution  of  the  people  of  the  South. 
From  the  very  first.  Colonel  Jackson  showed  that 
reticence  and  secrecy  as  to  his  military  operations 
.that  was  so  marked  in  all  his  campaigns,  and  con- 
ibuted  so  greatly  to  his  success.  It  was  Iiis  maxim 
lat,  in  war,  mystery  was  the  key  to  success.  While 
command  at  Harper's  Ferry,  on  one  occasion,  he 
s  visited  by  a  committee  from  the  Legislature  of 
^^aryland,  whose  object  appeared  to  be  to  learn  his 
na.  This  dignified  body  was  received  with  courtesy, 
the  co-opemtion  of  their  State  was  earnestly  de- 
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sired  by  the  South,  and  some  of  Colonel  Jackson's 
friends  were  curious  to  see  bow  lie  would  stand  the 
test  of  being  questioned  ufun  military  matters  and 
keep  bia  Becrt'te,  while  yet  showing  tiie  utmost  polite- 
ness to  his  guests.  After  pumping  him  for  some  time 
without  any  satisfactory  result,  one  of  the  delegation 
ventured  to  ask  directly :  "  Colonel,  how  many  troops 
have  you ;"  I^^  promptly  repUed :  '*  I  should  be  glad 
if  Lincoln  thought  I  had  fifteen  thousand." 

UlK>Q  the  formal  union  of  Virginia  with  the  South- 
ern Confederacy,  all  her  forces  and  armaments  wenj 
turned  over  to  that  government.  The  capital  of  the 
Confederate  States  was  transferred  from  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  to  Richmond,  a  city  rich  in  historic  associa^ 
tions  from  the  days  of  Washington,  and  now  destined 
to  be  the  centre  of  the  South  in  the  momentous  strag- 
gle of  the  next  four  yeare. 

Among  the  very  first  notices  of  Colonel  Jacksoa 
that  api)eared  in  the  papers  was  the  following: 

"  The  commanding  officer  at  Harper's  Ferry 
worthy  of  the  name  he  bears,  for  '  Old  Hickory '  him- 
self was  not  a  more  determined,  iron-nerved  man  thaa 
he.  Born  in  Virginia,  e<lucated  at  AVest  Point,  trained 
in  the  Sfexican  war,  occupied  since  at  the  pet  mili- 
tary institution  of  the  Old  Dominion,  his  whole  life 
has  l)een  a  preparation  for  this  struggle.  A  brother 
officer  says  of  him:  'Jackson  does  not  know  fear 
Above  nil,  he  is  a  deroteil  Christian,  and  the  strongest 
man  becomes  stronger  when  his  heart  is  pure  and  his 
hands  are  clean." 

Ono  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Confederate  authoritiea 
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after  taking  possession  at  Kichmond  was  to  a|i|)oint 
Geaenil  Joseph  E,  Johnston  to  I  he  command  at 
£iirper's  Ferry,  wliose  higher  rank,  age,  and  greater 
Kiwrience  as  an  officer  it  was  thought  woukl  render 

n  a  more  suitable  coniinunder  for  this  most  imi>or- 
lat  post  than  Colonel  Jackson,  Accordingly,  General 
Winston  was  sent  on  to  take  eoniniand,  without  any 
utmctions  to  the  latter  from  the  government  to  turn 
tover  to  him;  and  as  ho  had  been  placed  thereby 
e  authority  of  (ieneral  Lee,  as  commander  of  the 
firginia  troops,  his  fidelity  as  a,  soldier  constrained 
Un  to  hold  his  position  untd  he  should  receive  orders 
Irom  the  same  source  to  resign  it  into  other  hands. 
This  was  an  embarrassing  situation  for  both  officers, 

1  fortunately  a  communication  soon  came  from 
General  Lee,  in  which  he  referred  to  General  Juhn- 

n  OS  commander  at  Harper's  Ferry ;  and  Colonel 
Jackson  at  once  recognized  this  as  official  evidence 
:tiiathe  was  superseded,  and  as  promptly  yielded  the 
.ODmtDaiid  to  General  Johnston.  The  latter  was  ttio 
toUBiiiid  honorable  a  soldier  himself  not  to  appreciate 
llie  conduct  of  a  man  whose  inexorable  and  unflinch- 
ing (leTotion  to  duty  threw  hini  into  a  momentary 
»IlJsion  with  himself;  and,  ever  after,  both  their 
fficial  and  social  relations  were  cordial  and  pleasant, 

d  the  superior  officer  had  no  more  faithful  and  zeal- 

s  supporter  than  his  predecessor  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
*o  this  cliange  of  command  Jackson  thus  alludes  in 
s  letters : 

"  IlABPER'a  Ferry,  Maj  2Ttli,  ISOl. 
"  My  precious  darling,  I  suppose  you  have  heard 
tat  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  of  the  Confederate 
any,  has  been  placed  in  comruaud  here.     You  must 
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not  concera  yourself  about  the  change.  Colonel  Pres- 
ton will  explain  it  all  to  you.  I  hojre  to  have  more 
time,  as  long  as  I  am  not  in  comnmnd  of  a  i>ost,  to 
write  longer  letters  to  my  darling  pet." 

The  Virginia  regiments  at  the  different  posts  were 
now  organized  into  a  brigade,  and  Colonel  Jackson 
was  appointed  its  commander,  lie  writes :  "  I  nin  in 
command  of  the  Virginia  troops  st-ationed  here,  and 
am  doing  well.  I  have  been  superseded  by  General 
Johnston,  as  state<l  in  a  former  letter,  but  so  far  as  I 
have  yet  learned,  I  have  not  been  ordered  to  the 
Northwest."  He  had  a  great  desire  to  go  to  his  native 
section  of  Virginia,  and  devote  his  energies  to  rescuing 
that  part  of  the  State,  and  saving  it  to  the  South. 

"I  am  very  thankful  to  an  ever-kind  Providence 
for  enabling  you  so  satisfactorily  to  arrange  our  home 
matters.  I  just  love  my  business  little  woman.  Let 
Mr.  Tohbs  have  the  horse  and  rockaway  at  Jiis  own 
price ;  and  if  he  is  not  able  to  pay  for  them,  you  may 
give  them  to  hiin.  (M  /le  is  a  ininiater  of  t^e  Gospel.  .  . . 
I  have  written  as  you  re(|uested  to  Winchester,  that 
if  you  were  there,  to  come  on  ;  but,  my  little  pet,  whilst 
I  should  bo  delighted  to  see  you,  yet  if  you  have  not 
started,  do  not  think  of  coming.  .  .  .  My  habitual 
prayer  is  that  our  kind  Ueavenly  Father  will  give 
unto  my  darling  every  needful  blessing,  and  that 
she  may  have  that  '  peace  which  paaseth  all  under- 
standing !' " 

The  ne-xt  letter  touches  upon  the  i)ersistent  secrecy 
aud  roticcnoe  in  his  uiilitury  affairs  which  has  already 
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been  noticed,  and  shows  that  even  to  his  wife  he  did 
not  confide  bis  plans  any  more  than  to  bis  comrades 
in  arms: 


"■■'line  4th.  Little  one,  you  wrote  me  that  you 
v,;(im.>r(  longer  letters,  and  now  just  preimre  yourself 
['I  lj;iv"e  your  wish  gratified.  You  say  that  your  hus- 
band never  writes  you  any  uows.  I  supiMse  you 
meant  military  news,  for  I  have  written  you  a  great 
deal  about  your  eaposo  and  bow  much  he  loves  you. 
What  do  you  want  with  military  news  ?  Don't  you 
know  that  it  is  unmilitary  and  unlike  an  officer  to 
write  news  resjiecting  one's  post  ?  You  wouldn't  wish 
your  husband  t<>  do  an  unofficer-like  thing,  would  you  % 
I  have  a  nice,  green  yard,  and  if  you  were  only  here, 
how  much  we  could  enjoy  it  together !  But  do  not 
attempt  to  come,  as  before  you  could  get  here  I  might 
be  ordered  elsewhere.  My  chamber  is  on  the  second 
story,  and  the  roses  climb  even  to  that  height,  and 
come  into  my  window,  so  that  I  have  to  push  tbem 
oQt.  when  I  want  to  lower  it.  I  wish  you  could  see 
wnth  me  the  beautiful  roses  in  the  yard  and  garden, 
and  u]Kin  the  wall  of  the  bouse  liere;  but  my  sweet, 
little  sunny  face  is  what  I  want  to  see  most  of  all. 
Little  one,  you  are  so  precious  to  somebody's  heart  I  I 
have  been  greatly  blessed  liy  our  kind  Heavenly  Father, 
in  health  and  otherwise,  since  leaving  home.  The 
tr€»ps  here  have  been  divided  into  brigades,  and  the 
Virginia  forces  under  General  Johnston  constitute  the 
First  Brigade,  of  which  I  ara  in  command." 

This  afterwards  became  the  famous  "  StonewiJl  Bri- 
■nide."    The  Rev.  Dr.  "William  N.  Pendleton,  rector  of 
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the  Episcopal  Church  at  Lexingloii,  a  graduate  of  West? 
Point,  had  coinraanil  of  a  battery  of  light  field-guns^ 
which  Wiis  maimed  chiefly  liy  the  young  men  of  tlio 
college  and  town  of  Lexington.  It  was  attached  to 
the  Stonewall  Brigade,  in  which  it  was  known  as  the 
Rockhridge  ArtiUery.  This  battery  contained  seven 
Masters  of  Art  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  forty- 
two  other  college  graduates,  nineteen  theological  stit 
dents,  and  others  (including  a  son  of  General  Lee), 
who  were  among  the  noblest  young  men  of  the  South, 
and  a  proportion  of  Christian  men  as  surprisingly  large 
a8  it  was  highly  gratifying.  The  very  best  blood  of 
the  South  was  represented  among  these  volunteer 
soldiers,  many  of  them  taking  the  place  of  privates. 

On  the  ICth  of  June  General  Johnston  evacuated 
Harper's  Ferry.  Doctor  Dabney's  explanation  of  this 
movement  was,  that  the  Confederate  coinmandei 
speedily  learned  the  untenable  nature  of  his  positioa 
there,  and,  having  accomplished  the  temporary  pur- 
poses of  its  occupation  by  the  removal  of  the  valuable 
machinery  and  materials  for  tho  manufacture  of  firs, 
arms,  ho  determined  to  abandon  the  place.  Win- 
chester, l>eing  the  true  strategic  point  for  the  defence 
of  the  upi>er  regions  of  Virginia,  thither  General 
Johnston  resolveil  to  remove  his  array.  In  his  retreat 
he  offered  battle,  but  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  attaolc 
the  enemy,  whoso  force  was  very  greatly  superior  to 
his  own.  In  his  letters  Colonel  Jackson  gives  an  ao- 
count  of  this  march.  June  14th  he  wrote  from  Har. 
pw's  Forry : 

*'  Wo  arc  about  leaving  this  pkioe.    General  Jo 
Bton  has   withdrawn  his  troo{K  from  the  Hei£ 
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(Maryland  ami  Virginia),  has  blown  up  and  burnt  the 
nilroad  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  and  is  doing  the 
ame  with  respect  to  the  public;  buildings.  Yesterday 
morning,  I  was  directed  to  get  ready  to  evacuate  the 
place,  and  in  the  evening  expected  to  inarch,  but  up 
lo  the  present  time  the  oi-der  has  not  come.  1  am 
looking  for  it  at  any  moment,  and,  as  I  am  at  leisure, 
will  devote  myself  to  writing  to  my  precious  pel.  I 
m  tery  thankful  to  our  kind  Heavenly  Father  for 
bring  sent  Joseph  [my  brother]  for  you,  and  I  tinist 
that  you  are  now  safely  and  happily  at  Cottage 
Home  [my  father's  place],  and  that  you  found  the 
family  all  well.  Vou  speak  of  others  knowing  more 
limt  me  than  my  darling  does,  an<l  say  you  have 
beard  through  others  that  I  urn  a  brigadiei'-goneral. 
By  this  time  I  sup]>ose  you  have  found  out  that  the 
f^Knt  owes  its  origin  to  !Madain  Rumor." 

"Jane  18th.  On  Sunday,  by  order  of  General  John- 
Won,  the  entire  force  left  Har|)er's  Ferry,  marche<l 
toivnrda  Winchester,  passed  through  Charlestown,  and 
fcalted  for  the  night  about  two  miles  this  side.  The 
MXt  morning  ive  moveil  towartls  the  enemy,  who 
fffiTB  between  JVIartJnsbnrg  and  Williamsi)ort,  Mary- 
lilw],  and  encamped  for  the  night  at  Bunker  Hill. 
Vesterday  morning  wc  were  to  have  marched  at  snn- 
ri«,and  I  hope<l  that  In  the  evening,  or  this  morning. 
''e  should  have  engagetl  the  enemy ;  but,  instead  of 
^ng  so,  General  Johnston  ma<ie  some  disposition  for 
•Wieivitig  the  enemy  if  they  should  attack  us,  and 
iW  we  were  kept  until  about  noon,  when  he  gave 
"* Order  to  return  towards  Winchester.  Near  sunset 
we  reached  this  place,  which   is   about   tiiree   miles 
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north  of  Winchester,  on  the  turnpike  leading  thence 
to  Martinsburg.  On  Sunday,  when  our  troops  were 
marching  on  the  enemy,  they  were  so  inspirited  as 
apiJarently  to  forget  the  fatigue  of  the  march;  and 
tliough  some  of  them  were  suffering  from  hunger,  this 
anil  other  privations  api>eai"ed  to  bo  forgotten,  and 
the  march  continuetl  at  the  rate  of  about  three  miles 
an  hour.  But  when  they  were  ordered  to  retire,  their 
reluctance  was  manifested  by  their  snail-like  ytace, 
1  iiojw  the  general  will  do  something  soon.  8ince 
we  left  Harper's  P'erry,  an  active  movement  towards 
re|)elHng  the  enemy  is,  of  course,  expoctetl.  I  trust 
that  through  the  blessing  of  Cio<l  we  shall  soon  be 
given  an  opjKirtunily  of  driving  the  invaders  from 
this  region." 


"  HEAIKJt'AllTERH  FinST  VlUGINIA  BrTUADE, 

Camp  Stephens,  June  23d,  • 
"My  darling  I'sjx'sieti,  I  am  at  present  about  four 
miles  north  of  Alartinsburg,  and  on  the  road  leading 
to  Williamsport,  Maryland.  General  Johnston  oniered 
me  to  Martinsburg  on  last  Wedn&sday,  and  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  prospect  for  a  battle  on  Thursday,  but 
the  enemy  withdrew  from  our  side  of  the  river.  Our 
troops  are  very  anxious  for  an  engagement,  but  this  is 
the  second  time  the  enemy  have  retreated  before  our 
advance.  However,  we  may  have  an  engagement  any 
day.  Rumor  reports  the  Fetleral  troops  as  concentrat- 
ing near  Shepherdstown,  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  j 
Potomac.  A  great  number  of  families  have  left  their  I 
homes.  By  order  of  General  Johnston  I  have  < 
stroyed  a  large  number  of  locomotives  and  cars  on  t 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad.  ...  I  have  just  leaniet 
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liiflt  the  enemy  are  agniii  crossing  into  Virginia  at 
ft illiamsiiort,  iind  I  am  maliing  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  udvancing  to  meet  tbem," 


.      "Monday  morning,  June  a4th.     I  advanced  with 

I  Colonel  J.  W.  Allen's  regiment  and  Ca|>tain  Pcndle- 

ton'g  Battery,  bui  the  oneniy  retreated  across  the  river. 

and.  after  reconnoitring  their  camp,  I  returned  to  my 

present  jMJsition,  four  miles  north  of  Martinsburg.   The 

^ederal  troo()S  were  in  two  camps,  one  estimatetl  at 

lat  six  hundred,  and  the  other  at  nine  hundred. 

'"oa  spoke  of  the  cause  of  the  South  being  gloomy. 

t  is  not  so  liere,    I  am  well  satisfied  tliat  the  enemy 

re  afraid  to  meet  us,  an<i  our  troojis  are  anxious  for 

D  engagement,     A  few  days  since  (Colonel  A.  P.  Hill, 

(ho  had  been  sent  to  Romney,  despatched  a  detach- 

lent  to  burn  a  bridge  eighteen  miles  west  of  Cumber- 

fiid.    The  enterprise  was  successful.    The  enemy  lost 

(TO  guns  and  their  colors.     I  regret  to  see  our  ladies 

taking  those  things  they  call  'Haveiocks'  fa  cover- 

)g  to  pi-otect  tiie  head  and  neck  from  the  sun],  as 

beir  time  and  money  could  be  much  more  usefully 

mployed   in    providing  haversacks  for  the  soldiers, 

lany  of  whom  have  none  in  wLieh  to  carry  their  ra- 

ions.    I  have  been  presented  with  three  Haveiocks, 

iDt  I  do  not  intend  to  wear  them,  for,  as  far  as  I  am 

'iwerned,  I  shall  show  that  such  protection  is  unnoc- 

eajy  in  this  climate." 

"BURKBLEY  CODMTT,  June  2SIll. 

..."  I  am  bivouacking.  I  sleep  out  of  doors  without 
ly  cover  except  my  bedding,  but  have  not  felt  any 
convenience  from  it  that  I  am  aware  of  in  the  way 
impaired  health.     Last  evening,  opposite  Williams- 
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port,  one  of  our  men  was  sliot  in  the  abdomen  by  the 
enemy,  but  he  is  still  livinc^,  and  I  trust  will  recover. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  it  wiis  done  by  a  Virginian 
rather  than  a  Northerner.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
disloyalty  in  this  county,  although  it  has  diminishei). 
Mr.  Edwin  Lee,  son-in-law  of  General  Pendleton,  is 
my  aid,  and  Sandy  Pendleton  is  ray  ordnance  officer 
and  acting  adjutant -genend.  Last  night  the  news 
came,  after  I  liad  retired,  that  the  enemy  had  packed 
their  wagons  witli  l)aggage,  thus  indicating  a  move  in 
some  direction.  I  didn't  trouble  my  command,  but 
merely  gave  such  ortlers  as  were  necessary  to  prevent 
their  approach  without  giving  me  timely  notice;  but, 
in  conserpience,  I  had  my  rest  disturbed,  and  am  feel- 
ing the  effects  of  it  to-<hiv.  Yesterdav  Lieutenant' 
I}owman,  of  the  Eighth  liegiment,  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, who  was  caj)tui'ed  some  time  since  opposite 
Williamsport  l)y  Colonel  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  of  the  cav- 
alry, and  now  in  Richmond  on  his  parole  of  honor,  sent 
a  letter  via  here  to  Williams|X)rt  which  required  us 
to  send  a  Hag  of  truce.     All  went  off  well." 

The  next  letter  was  written  upon  a  sheet  which  had 
been  captured  from  the  Federals.  It  was  bordered  all 
around  with  an  edge  of  bright  i*ed,  and  at  the  top  of 
th(^  lirst  page,  in  the  left-hand  corner,  was  a  gayly 
co1oi'(m1  j>icture  of  the  statue  of  Liberty,  holding  over 
her  head  a  Fnited  States  flag,  and  beneath  her  feet 
wei'c  tiie  words  ''  Onward  to  A^ictorv  T' 

**  DARKE8VILI.E,  July  4th. 

''  My  precious  darling,  day  l)efore  yesterday  I 
learned  that  the  eneniv  had  crossed  the  Potomac  and 
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^"ero advancing  upon  me.  I  immediately  ordered  my 
*ifmniand  cinder  iirms,  and  giive  such  instructions  as  I 
desired  to  have  carried  ont  until  I  should  be  beani  from 
iigain,  and  with  Captain  Pendleton's  Battery  and  one 
n^Hment  of  Virginia  volunteers  advanced  to  meet  the 
f'ttleral  troo]>s.  Aftft-  proceeding  to  the  locality  which 
(ittd  been  indicated  aa  occupied  by  them,  and  ascertain- 
ing the  position  of  their  advance.  I  made  the  necessary 
movement  for  bringing  a  small  part  of  my  force  into 
action.  Soon  the  firing  commenced,  and  the  advance 
f  the  enemy  was  driven  back.  They  again  advanced, 
i  were  repulsed.  My  men  got  possession  of  a  bouse 
ind  barn,  which  gave  them  a  covered  ])osition  and  an 
fiective  fire;  but  finding  that  the  enemy  were  en- 
iavoring  to  get  in  my  reiir  and  that  my  men  were 
ring  endangered,  I  giive  the  order  to  their  colonel 
bat,  if  pressed,  he  must  fall  ba<:k.  lie  obeyed,  and 
1  back.  The  artillery  of  the  foe  opened  upon  me, 
cod  I  directed  Captain  Pendleton  to  take  a  favorable 
Kition  in  rear  and  leturn  their  fire  with  one  gun. 
Bis  first  ball  cleared  the  road,  ivbicli  was  occupied  by 
lie  enemy."  [It  is  said  that,  before  firing  this  first 
ill  upon  the  enemy,  the  reverend  officer  lifted  his 
lyes  to  heaven  and  uttered  the  prsiyer,  •'  Lonl.  have 
lerey  «|H>n  their  souls!"]  "I  still  continued  to  fall 
tck,  checking  the  enemy  when  it  became  necessary, 
B  to  give  time  for  my  baggage  to  get  into  colunm 
t  camp  before  I  should  arrive  there,  as  one  of  my  ob- 
n  advancing  was  to  keep  the  enemy  from  reach- 
pg  my  camp  iKjfore  my  wagons  could  get  out  of 
die  way.  Besides  my  cavaU-y,  1  bad  only  one  regi- 
eot  engaged,  and  one  cannon,  though  I  had  ordered 
9  two  other  regiments,  so  as  to  use  them  if  necessary, 


. 


166  LIFE  OF  GENERAL  THOMAS  J.  JACKSON. 

My  cannon  fired  only  eight  times,  while  the  enemy 
fired  about  thirty-five  times ;  but  the  first  fire  of  Cap- 
tain Pendleton's  Battery  was  probably  worth  more 
than  all  of  theirs.  1  desired,  as  far  as  practicable,  to 
save  mv  ammunition.  My  orders  from  General  John- 
ston  required  me  to  retreat  in  the  event  of  the  advance 
in  force  of  the  enemv,  so  as  soon  as  I  ascertained  that 
he  was  in  force  I  obeyed  my  instructions.  I  had  twelve 
wounded  and  thirteen  killed  and  missing.  My  cavalry 
took  forty -nine  prisoners.  A  number  of  the  enemv 
were  killed,  but  I  do  not  know  how  many.  As  I 
obeyed  my  orders,  and  fell  back,  after  ascertaining 
that  the  Federals  were  in  force,  the  killed  of  the  ene- 
my did  not  fall  into  our  hands.  My  officers  and  men 
i)elKived  beautifully,  and  were  anxious  for  a  battle, 
this  being  only  a  skirmish.  [The  affair  was  known  as 
that  of ''  Falling  Waters.*']  1  wrote  out  my  official  re- 
port last  night,  and  think  General  Johnston  forward- 
ed it  to  Richmond.  This  morning  one  of  his  staff-offi- 
cei*s  told  mo  that  the  general  had  recommended  me 
for  a  briga<lior-general.  I  am  very  thankful  that  an 
ever-kind  Pi'ovidonce  made  me  an  instrument  in  carry- 
ing out  (ieneral  Johnston's  ordei^s  so  successfully.  .  .  . 
The  enemv  are  celel)ratinf^  the  4th  of  July  in  Mar- 
tinsburg,  l)ut  we  are  not  observing  the  day." 

Upon  his  return  to  Winchester  he  received  the  fol- 
lowing nolo  from  (leneral  J.oe: 

'•  KirnMOND,  Va.,  July  3(3,  1861. 

''My  (h'iiv  general,  I  have  the  ])leasure  of  sending 
you  a  eommissinn  of  brigadier-general  in  the  Provis- 
ional Armv,  and  to  feel  that  vou  merit  it.  May  vour 
advancement  increase  your  usefulness  to  the  State. 

"'  Very  truly,  R  E.  Lee.-' 


His  surprise  and  gratification  at  his  promotion  are 
f  expressed  in  the  following  letter: 


''I  have  been  officially  infornietl  of  my  promotion 
I  to  be  a.  brigadier-general  of  the  Provisional  Anny  of 
I  the  Southern  Confederacy,  but  it  was  prior  to  my  skir- 
I  mish  with  the  enemy.     My  letter  from  the  Secretary 
I  of  War  was  dated  17th  of  June.     Thinking  it  would 
I  be  gratifying  to  j'ou,  I  send  the  lettei-s  of  Generals 
I  Lee  and  Johnston.     From  the  latter  you  will  see  that 
[  he  desired  niy  promotion  for  ray  conduct  tm  the  2d 
I  and  ."iii  instant.     On  the  3d  I  did  nothing  nioi-e  than 
join  (ieneral  Johnston.     My  pi-omotion   was  beyond 
wliat  I  anticipated,  as  I  only  expected  it  to  be  in  the 
volunteer  forces  of  the  State.     One  of  my  greatest 
desires  for  advancement  is  the  gratification  it  will 
Lgive  my  darling,  and  [the  opportunity]  of  serving  my 
[  country  more  efficiently.     I  have  had  all  that  I  ought 
to  desire  in  the  line  of  promotion.     I  should  be  very 
angrateful  if  I  were  not  contented,  and  exceedingly 
thankful  to  our  kind  Heavenly  Father.    May  his  bless- 
ing ever  rest  on  you  is  iny  fervent  prayer.     Try  to 
live  near  to  Jesns,  and  secure  that  peace  which  flows 
1  like  a  river." 


In  the  next  letter  he  alludes  to  the  destruction  of 
the  property  of  the  Baltimore  and  Oliio  liailroad  bj' 
the  command  of  General  Johnston : 


.  .  "  It  was  your  husband  that  did  so  much  mischief 
l-at  Martinsburg.  To  destroy  so  many  fine  locomotives, 
I  cars,  and  railroad  property  was  a  sad  ■work,  but  I  had 
•  my  orders,  and  my  duty  was  to  obey.     If  the  cost  of 


the  property  could  only  liave  been  cxjiGiided  in  dis- 
semluating  tbe  gospel  of  llie  I'rince  of  Peace,  how 
nmdi  gcxKi  might  have  been  expecteill  ,  ,  .  You  inusl 
not  be  concerned  at  our  falling  back  to  this  place 
[Winchester]. .  - ,  Ono  of  the  most  trying  things  here 
13  the  loss  of  sleep.  I.Mist  night  I  was  iLwakenud  by  a 
measenget  from  the  house  of  a  friend  where  sume  cav- 
ah-y  had  stop()ed.  One  of  his  fair  daughters  took  it 
into  her  head  that  the  cavalry  belongetl  to  the  enemy, 
whereupon  she  wrote  me  a  note,  much  to  my  discom- 
fort ;  but  the  fieldMafficer  of  the  day  weut  over  to  ox- 
amiue  into  the  case,  and  found  the  olBcer  in  command 
was  one  of  his  friends.  The  people  here  are  very  kind ; 
flo  nuich  so  that  1  have  to  decline  many  invitations  to 
accept  their  hospitalitieB.  At  present  I  am  in  a  very 
comfortable  building,  but  we  are  destitute  of  fumi* 
ture,  except  such  things  as  we  have  been  able  to 
gather  together.  I  am  very  thankful  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  for  having  given  me  such  a  line  brigade."  . 

"  WciCHESTKR,  July  IfitL. 

.  .  .  "Last  evening  the  enemy  encamped  at  Bunker 
Hill,  about  ten  miles  from  us,  and  this  morning  we 
■would  have  given  them  a  warm  reception  had  tbey 
advanced,  but  we  liave  heard  nothing  respecting  tlieir 
movements  to-day.  The  news  from  the  Northwest  is 
imfavorable,  as  you  hnvo  probably  seen  in  the  papers, 
but  we  mnst  not  be  discouraged.  CJod  will,  I  am  well 
satisfied,  in  His  own  good  time  and  way,  give  us  the 
victory.  ...  In  re})Iy  to  your  queries,  I  am  slee]>ing  on 
the  floor  of  a  good  room,  but  I  have  been  sleeping  out 
in  camp  several  weeks,  and  generally  found  that  it 
agreed  with  me  well,  except  when  it  rained,  and  even 
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I  then  it  ^vas  but  slightly  objectionable,  I  find  that 
I  sleeping  in  the  open  air,  with  no  covering  hut  my 
I  l)lankel3  anil  the  blue  sky  for  a  canopy,  is  moi-e  re- 
I  frestiing  than  sleeping  in  a  room.  My  table  is  mther 
I  poor,  hut  usually  I  get  corn-bread,  jUI  things  oonsid- 
lereil,  however,  I  am  doing  well.  ...  As  to  writing 
oas  to  mail  letters  which  would  travel  on  Sunday, 
I  it  can  be  avoided,  I  have  never  hail  occasion, 
ifter  years  of  experience,  to  regret  our  system,     Al- 

fDgh  sister  I gets  letters  from  her  husband  every 

she  any  happier  than  my  esposita^  Look 
T  our  kind  Heavenly  Father  hits  pnjspered  usl  I 
I  well  assured  that  in  following  our  rule,  which  is 
ical,  I  am  in  the  jiath  of  duty,  and  that  no  evil  can 
B  nigh  me.  All  things  work  together  for  my  good, 
t  when  my  sweet  one  writes,  let  the  letters  be  long. 
]  your  fspom  hopes  to  send  you  full  ones  in  return ; 
I  when  the  wars  and  troubles  are  all  over,  I  tmst 
liat,  through  divine  mercy,  we  shall  have  many  happy 
taiys  together." 


He  always  wrote  and  talked  in  the  same  hopeful, 

^eerful  strain,  never  seeming  to  entertain  a  tliought 

lat  he  might  fall ;  or  if  he  had  such  a  thought,  he  was 

'  uusellish  to  overshadow  Ina  ivife's  happiness  by 

btinaating  it  to  her.    With  the  apostle  Paul,  he  could 

■y  that  "living  or  dying  he  was  the  Lord's,"  but  he 

■ever  expressed  a  desire  to  Ih'e  so  strongly  as  not  to 

itrrrtM  hie  tcife.     From  the  very  thought  of  such  a 

lereavement,  his  affectionate  nature  seemed  to  shrink 

end  recoil  more  tlian  from  any  earthly  calamity,  and 

:  often  expressed  the  hope.,  with  the  greatest  fer- 

■or  and  tenderness,  that  whatever  trial  his  Heavenly 
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Father  sent  upon  him,  this  might  be  spared.  In  sick- 
ness, lie  was  tbo  most  devoted  of  nurses — his  great  and 
loving  heart  having  not  a  fibre  of  selfishness  in  it,  and 
there  was  no  end  to  the  self-sacrifice  he  would  endure. 
Once,  during  a  painful  though  not  dangerous  illness 
in  his  family,  after  exhausting  every  means  he  could 
think  of  for  relief,  his  anxiety  became  so  overpower- 
ing that  he  burst  into  tears,  and  his  manly  frame 
shook  with  convulsive  emotion.  Such  was  the  ex- 
quisite tenderness  of  heart  of  the  man  who,  as  a  sol- 
dier, could  bear  every  privation,  and  on  the  march  and 
in  the  field  set  his  men  an  example  of  the  most  heroic 
endurance.  This  mingling  of  tenderness  and  strength 
in  his  nature  is  illustrated  by  a  letter  to  one  of  his  offi- 
cers who  had  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  visit  a  strick- 
en household.  A  beloved  member  of  his  family  had 
just  died ;  another  was  dangerously  ill ;  and  he  asked 
for  an  extension  of  his  furlough.    Tiiis  was  the  reply: 

"  Mr  DEAK  Major, — I  have  received  your  sad  letter, 
and  wish  I  could  relieve  your  soiTomng  heart ;  but 
human  aid  cannot  heal  the  wound.  From  me  you 
have  a  friend's  sympathy,  and  I  wish  the  suffering 
condition  of  our  country  i>ermitted  me  to  show  it. 
But  we  must  think  of  the  living  and  of  those  who  are 
to  come  after  us,  and  see  that,  with  God's  blessing,  we 
transmit  to  ihem  the  freedom  we  have  enjoyed.  What 
is  life  without  honor!  Degradation  is  worse  than 
death.  It  is  necessary  that  you  should  be  at  your 
post  immeiliately.  Join  me  to-morrow  morning, 
'•Your  sympathizing  friend,        T.  J.  Jackson." 

Among  Ibe  stores  captured  at  Harper's  Ferry,  not 


I  tile  least  vaiaable  was  a  train  of  cars  on  the  Baltiinoro 
I  tod  Oliio  Kailroad, bound  for  Washington,  loaded  with 
Iiiirstfl  for  the  government.    This  was  a  lawful  [jrize, 
e  turned  over  to  the  Confederate  army, 
ieicept  two  which  Jackson  purchased  ;  and,  hoping  that 
wtilitits  would  soon  blow  over,  he  selectetl  the  small- 
which  he  called  "  Fancy,"  as  a  present  for  his 
jirife,  thinking  his  size  and  gait  were  admirably  suited 
T  the  use  of  a  lady.     His  name  of  "  Fancy  "  seemed 
ither  a  misnomer,  for  he  was  anything  but  a  fancy- 
wking  animal ;  bnt  he  was  well  formed,  compactly 
tilt,  round  and  fat  (never  "  raw-bone<i,  gaunt,  and 
■im,"  aa  he  has  often  been  described),  and  his  powers 
r  endurance  were  perfectly  wonderful.    Indeed,  he 
I  absolutely  indefatigable.    His  eyes  were  his 
kief  beauty,  being  most  intelligent  and  expressive, 
6(1  as  soft  as  a  gazelle's.     He  had  a  peculiar  habit  of 
ving  down  lilco  a  dog  when  the  command  halted  for 
Ills  master  made  a  pet  of  him,  and  often  fed  him 
bples  from  his  own  hand.     General  Jackson  had 
Fveral  other  hoFscs,  one  or  two  being  sujwrb  creat- 
,  which  had  been  presented  to  him,  but  he  [irefer- 
1  the  little  sorrel  to  them  all,  finding  his  gait,  as  be 
pressed  it,  "as  easy  as  the  rocking  of  a  cradle,"    lie 
de  him  in  nearly  every  battlo  in  which  he  was  en- 
After  being  lost  for  a  time,  u[K>n  the  fall  of 
B  master  at  Chancellorsville,  he  was  found  by  a  Con- 
jderate  soldier,  and  kindly  sent  by  Governor  Ijetcher 
i  tbe  family  of  (Jeneral  Jackson  in  North  Carolina, 
Snil   lived  many  years  in  Lincoln   County   on  the 
farm  of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Morrison,  father-in-law  of  the 
geaoral,  and  with  whom  his  family  made  their  home. 
J  treated  to  the  greenest  of  ])astures  and 
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ttie  beet  of  care,  and  iliti  excelkut  scrrice  as  a  family  fl 
horse,  Ijoth  in  harness  and  under  the  saddle,  and  for  a  1 
long  time  was  the  riding-horse  of  the  venerable  min-  1 

ister  to  his   cmintry    churches.     One   of  the  young 
Morrisons  used  to  say  that  Old  Fancy  (as  lie  was'called 
on  the  farm)  "  had  more  sense,  and  was  the  ffi-eatctt 
old  ra«eal  he  ever  saw."    lie  could  make  as  good  nee 
of  bis  month  in  lifting  latches  and  letting  down  bars 
as  a  man  could  of  his  hands,  and  it  was  a  frequent 
habit  of  his  to  let  himself  out  of  his  stable,  and  then 
go  deliberately  to  tho  doors  of  all  the  other  horses  and 
mules,  liberate  each  one,  and  then  march  off  with 
them  all  behind  him,  like  a  soldier  leading  his  com- 
mand, to  the  green  fieltis  of  grain  around  the  farm — a 
fence  pro^-ing  no  obstacle  to  him,  for  he  could,  with 
his  mouth,  lift  off  the  rails  one  by  one  until  the  fence 
was  low  enough  to  jump  over;  so  that  he  was  contin- 
ually getting  into  mischief.     Bat  lie  was  such  a  pet 

"OLD   SOliREL." 
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ifirir  he  was  allowed  to  do  anytliing ;  and  was  often 
fciteu  lo  tiounty  faira,  where  he  was  an  object  of  as 
luach  interest  as  one  of  the  old  heroea  of  the  war, 
His  hardiness  was  shown  \iy  his  great  longevity,  for 
he  iras  over  thirty  years  of  age  when  he  died,  in  ISSC, 
;![  the  Soldiers'  Home  in  Richmond,  Virginia;  and 
jiicli  was  still  the  enthusiasm  for  the  old  war-horse 
that  his  body  was  sent  to  a  taxidermist  to  be  mount- 
ed.    It   now  stands  in  a  glass  case  in  the  library, 
the   veterans,  as  they  look   U]X)n   it,  can   im 
a  that  they  see  again  their  beloved  commander  es 
B  seen  him  ao  often  on  the  Held  of  battle. 


CHAPTER  XL 

THE  FIRST  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

WiiiLK  General  Johnston's  movements  were  going 
on  in  the  lower  Valley  of  Virginia,  others  of  great  im- 
portance were  being  made  elsewhere  in  the  SUite,  the 
chief  of  which  was  the  organization  of  an  anny  by 
General  Iteauregard  at  Manassas  Junction,  to  cover 
the  approach  to  Richmond,  the  capitfil  of  the  Confetl- 
cracv.  This  Junction  was  about  twentv-fivo  miles 
from  Alexandria,  and  was  manifestly  the  strategic 
point  for  the  defence  of  ^"ortheastern  Virginia.  The 
Unite<l  States  troops  were  now  massed  in  and  around 
Washington,  preparing  for  an  advance  into  Virginia, 
and  all  the  energies  of  the  Confederate  authorities 
were  concentrated  upon  preparations  to  repel  the  in- 
vaders. On  both  sides  ^fanassas  was  the  centre  of 
expectation,  (xenerals  Beauregard  and  Johnston  were 
acting  in  concert,  and  on  the  18th  of  July  Johnston 
received  a  telei^ram  from  Beauret^ard  that  the  enemv 

or?  » 

was  advancing  in  force  upon  Bull  Run,  and  calling 
upon  liini  to  hasten  to  his  assistance.  General  Mc- 
Dowell, with  a  large  army,  was  marching  forward  to 
attack  the  Confederates  with  the  confidence  of  an  easv 
victorv.  Tliev  had  aln^adv  driven  back  General  Beau- 
n^gard's  advancM?  guard,  and  seemed  likely  to  carry  all 
befon^  them  when  the  arrival  of  Johnston's  troops 
turned  the  fortune  of  the  dav. 


OS  THE  MAItCH  TO  THE  FIELD, 

We  will  novr  let  General  Jackson  give  his  aj?cmint 
of  tlie  movements  of  hia  comniiind  at  this  juncture. 
He  writes: 


"  On  the  l^th  of  July  I  struck  my  tents,  rolled 

J  them  up,  and  left  them  on  the  ground,  and  about  noon 

I  marched  through  Winchester,  iis  I  hati  been  encamped 

Jon  the  other  side  of  the  town.     About  an  hour  and 

I  half  after  leaving,  I  had  the  following  order  from 

teneral  Johnston  published  to  my  brigade:    'Our 

lant  army  under  General  Beauregard   is  now  at- 

icked  by  overwhelming  numbers.     The  commanding 

general  ho[)e3  that  his  troops  will  step  out  like  men, 

and  make  a  forced  march  to  save  the  country.'    At 

this  stirring  appeal  the  soldiers  rant   the  air  with 

fishotits  of  joy,  and  all  was  eagerness  and  animation 

;  before  tliere  had  been  only  lagging  and  unin- 

^ted   olwdience.     We  continued  our  march  until 

I  reached   Millwood,  in  Clarke  County,  where  we 

iUted  for  an  hour  or  sfj.  having  found  an  abundance 

(  good  water,  and  there  we  took  a  lunch.     Kesuniing 

e  march,  my  brigade  continuing  in  front,  we  arrived 

i  the  Shenandoah  Itiver  about  dark.     The  water  was 

atst-deep,  but  the  men  gallantlj'  waded  the  river. 

Ihis  halting  and  crossing  delayed  us  for  some  time; 

mt  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  wo  arrived  at 

i  little  village  of  Paris,  where  we  remained  sleep- 

[  until  nearly  dawn.     I  mean  the  trooiw  slept,  as 

f  men  were  so  exhausted  that  I  let  them  sleep  while 

E  kept  watch  myself." 


After  pacing  around  the  camp,  or  leaning  upon  the 
mce,  watching  the  slumbers  of  his  men  until  nearlv 


176  LIFE  OF  GENERAL  THOMAS  J.  JACKSOK. 

daylight,  he  yielded  his  post  to  a  member  of  his  staff, 
who  insisted  on  relieving  him,  and  he  then  threw  his 
own  wearied  frame  down  upon  a  bed  of  leaves  in  a 
fence  corner,  and  snatched  an  hour  or  two  of  sleep, 
after  Avhich  he  rose  at  dawm  and  roused  his  men  to 
continue  their  march.* 

*  This  Night-watch  by  the  Commander  has  been  celebrated 
in  a  poem,  which  appeared  after  his  death,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  written  by  Mr.  James  R.  Randall. 

*'  When  the  command  halted  for  the  night,  and  the  officer  of 
tlic  day  went  to  General  Jackson  and  said, '  General,  the  men  are 
all  so  wearied  that  there  is  not  one  but  is  asleep,'  and  asked  if 
he  should  not  awaken  some  of  them  to  keep  guard,  ho  replied, 
*  No,  let  tlie  poor  fellows  sleep,  and  I  will  watch  the  camp  to- 
nigjjt.'  And  all  those  hours  till  the  daylight  daw^ned  he  walked 
around  that  camp,  the  lone  sentinel  for  that  brave  but  weary  and 
silent  body  of  Virginia  heroes;  and  when  the  glorious  morning 
broke,  tlie  soldiers  awoke  fresh  and  ready  for  action,  all  uncon- 
scious of  the  noble  vigils  kept  over  their  slumbere. 

''TiiK  LoNK  Sentry. 

"  Twas  in  the  clvinii:  of  the  dav. 

The  darkness  grew  so  still, 
The  drowsy  pipe  of  evening  birds 

Was  hushed  upon  the  hill. 
Athwart  the  shadows  of  the  vale 

Slumhercd  the  men  of  might — 
And  one  lone  sentry  ])ac:ed  his  rounds, 

To  watch  the  cami)  that  night. 

*'  A  grave  and  solenm  man  was  he. 
With  deep  and  sombre  brow. 
Whose  dreamful  eyes  seemed  hoarding  up 

Some  uiKU'complished  vow. 
His  wistful  glance  peered  o'er  the  plains 
Beneath  the  starry  light, 


'■TDE   LOXE   SEXTRY." 

In  his  letter  General  Jackson  continues:  "Bright 
and  early  ive  resumed  the  march,  and  the  bead  of  our 
column  arrivefl  at  Piedmont,  on  the  Manassas  Gap 
Kuitroad,  about  six  o'clock  in  the  morning.  After  get- 
ting our  breakfast,  the  brigade  commenced  going 
abc^nl  of  the  cars,  and  the  same  day  all  that  could  be 
canieti  arrived  at  Manassas  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
I  kfteruoon,  without  much  suiTering  to  ray  men  or  to 
1  mj'self.  The  next  day  we  rested,  and  the  following 
day  was  the  memorable  21st  of  July." 

"  M.vSASSAS,  July  22J. 

'*  Mv  PKEciors  Pet, — Yesterday  we  fought  a  gi'eat 
k  btttle  and  gained  a  great  victory,  for  which  all  the 
I  g^«ry  is  due  to  GimI  alime.  Although  under  a  heavy 
\  fire  for  several  continuous  hours,  I  received  only  one 

And  with  tlie  murmurcil  immi.'  of  God 
tic  nntcbcd  tlic  canip  tbnt  niglit. 

"Tbo  fiituve  oiieneJ  unlo  liim 

lis  gi'aiid  iintl  iinful  scroll; 
Maoassaa  and  tlic  Valluy  iiinrch 

Cuine  licaviog  o'er  his  bouI  ; 
RicliRiuiid  and  SliarpBburg  tLundured  b; 

Witli  that  trcuieiidoua  fight 
Wliicli  gnve  him  to  tlic  angel  hosts 

Who  irntchcd  the  cnmp  that  night. 

"  Wo  luouni  for  him  who  di«d  for  us 

With  tliat  resistless  mona, 
Wliilo  lip  the  valley  of  the  Lord 

He  inarches  to  tho  Throne ! 
Be  kept  the  fitith  of  men  and  snints, 

Sulilime  and  pure  and  bright ; 
He  sleeps— mid  all  ia  well  with  him 

Who  watched  the  camp  thiit  nigbt." 
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wound,  the  breaking  of  the  longest  finger  of  my  left 
band;  but  the  doctor  says  tbo  finger  can  be  saved. 
It  wjis  broken  about  midway  between  the  liand  and 
knuckle,  the  ball  imssing  on  the  siiie  next  the  fore- 
finger. Had  it  struck  tJjo  centre,  I  sliould  have  lost 
the  finger.  My  horse  was  wounded,  but  not  killed. 
Your  coat  got  an  ugiy  wound  near  the  hip.  but  ray 
servant,  who  is  very  handy,  has  so  far  repaired  it  that 
it  doesn't  show  very  mucli.  My  preservation  was  en- 
tirely due.  as  was  the  glorious  victory,  to  our  God,  to 
whom  be  all  tiie  honor,  praise,  and  glory.  The  battle 
was  the  hardest  that  I  have  ever  been  in,  but  nut  near 
80  hot  in  its  fire.  I  commanded  in  the  centre  more 
particularly,  though  one  of  luy  regiments  extended  to 
the  right  for  some  distance.  There  were  other  com- 
manders on  ray  rigbt  and  left,  Whilst  great  credit  is 
due  to  other  parts  of  our  gallant  army,  God  made  ray 
brigade  more  instrumental  than  any  other  in  repulsing 
the  main  attack.  This  is  for  your  information  only — 
Say  nothing  about  it.  Let  others  speak  praise,  not 
myself." 


Though  he  was  so  reticent  of  his  own  part  in  the 
battle,  it  was  well  known  that  his  brigade  saved  the 
day,  the  creilit  of  which  was  justly  given  to  its  com- 
mander. At  one  moment  it  seemed  as  if  all  was  lost. 
The  troops  of  South  Carolina,  commanded  by  General 
Bee,  had  been  overwhelmed,  and  he  rode  up  to  Jack- 
son in  despair,  exclaiming, "  They  are  beating  us  l»ack !'' 
"Then,"  said  Jackson,  "  we  will  give  tbem  the  bayo- 
net!'' This  cool  reply  showed  the  unconqueretl  mind 
of  one  who  never  knew  that  he  was  beaten,  and  put 
fresh  courage  into  the  heart  of  him  who  was  almost 
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jady  to  ackaowledgo  defeat ;  and,  as  ho  rode  back  to 
8 command,  he  cried  out  to  them  to  "look  at  Jack- 
'  saying,  "  There  he  stands  like  a  stone  wall  I 
ally  behind  the  Virginians!"  The  cry  and  the  ex- 
ample had  its  effect,  and  the  broken  ranks  were  re- 
fornietl.  and  led  to  another  charge,  when  their  leader 
fell  dead  with  his  face  to  the  foe.  Hut  with  his  last 
breath  he  had  christened  his  companion  in  arms,  in  the 
baptism  of  fire,  with  the  name  that  he  was  henceforth 
to  bear,  not  only  in  the  Southern  army,  but  in  history. 
of  Stosewall  Jackson,  while  the  troops  that  followed 
him  on  that  day  counted  it  glory  enough  to  bear  on 
■tbeir  colors  the  prond  title  of  the  "  Stonewall  Brigade." 

Soon  after  the  battle  he  writes  : 

*'  Mr.  James  Davidson's  son,  Frederick,  and  William 
ige  (son  of  my  dear  friend)  were  killed.     Young 
liley's  life  was  saved  by  his  liible,  which  was  in  the 
kst-pocket  of  his  coat.  .  .  .  My  finger  ti-oubles  me 
siderably,  and  renders  it  *'ery  difficult  for  me  to 
Fnrrite,  as  the  wind  blows  my  paper,  and  I  can  only 
use  my  right  hand.    I  have  an  excellent  camping- 
ground  about  eight  miles  from  Manassas  on  the  road 
to  Fairfax  Court  House.     I  am  sleeping  in  a  tent,  and 
have  requested  that  the  one  which  my  darling  had 
the  loving  kindness  to  oi-der  for  me  should  not  be  sent. 
fit  it  is  alrea,dy  made,  we  can  use  it  in  time  of  peace. 
.  General  Lee  has  recently  gone  to  the  western 
t  of  our  State,  and  I  hope  we  may  soon  hear  that 
r  Gotl  has  again  crowned  our  arms  with  victory." 

j  "  August  3th.    And  so  you  think  the  papers  ought  to 
by  more  about  your  husband !     My  brigade  is  not  a 
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brigade  of  newspaper  correspondents.  I  know  that  thi 
First  Brigade  was  the  first  to  meet  and  pass  onr  retreat- 
ing forces — to  push  on  ^vith  no  other  aid  than  the  smiles 
of  God ;  to  boldly  take  its  position  with  the  artillery 
that  was  under  my  command — to  arrest  the  victorious 
foe  in  his  onward  progress — to  hold  him  in  check  un- 
til reioforceraents  arrived — and  finally  to  charge  bay- 
onets, and,  thus  advancing,  pierce  the  enemy's  centre. 
I  am  well  satisfied  with  what  it  did,  and  so  are  my 
generals,  Johnston  and  Beauregard.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  I  should  receive  the  credit  that  Gen- 
erals Beauregard  and  Johnston  would,  because  I  was 
under  them ;  but  I  am  thankful  to  my  ever-kind  Heav- 
enly Father  that  He  makes  me  content  to  await  His 
own  good  time  and  pleasure  for  commendation — know- 
ing that  all  things  work  together  for  my  good.  If  my 
brigade  can  always  play  so  important  and  useful  a, 
part  as  it  did  in  the  last  battle,  I  trust  I  shall  ever  be 
most  grateful.  As  you  think  the  papers  do  not  notice 
me  enough,  I  send  a  stHjqimen,  which  you  will  see  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  pajwr  is  a  leader.  My  darling, 
never  distrust  our  God,  who  doeth  all  things  welL 
In  due  time  He  will  make  manifest  all  His  pleasure, 
which  is  all  His  people  should  desire.  You  must  not 
be  concerned  at  seeing  other  parts  of  the  army  landed, 
and  my  brigade  not  mentioned.  'Truth  is  mighty 
and  will  prevail.'  When  the  official  reports  are  pub- 
lished, if  not  before,  I  exjieet  to  see  justice  done  this 
noble  body  of  patriots.  My  command  consists  of  the 
Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Twenty-seventh,  and  Thirty 
third  regiments  of  Virginia  Volunteers,  commanded 
respectively  by  Colonels  James  W.  Allen,  Jamra  i' 
Preston,  Kenton  Harper,  W.  W.  Gordon,  and  A.  C. 
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Cammings ;  and,  in  addition,  v-'e  have  Colonel  Pendle- 
ton's Batterv,  My  staff-officers  are  Lieutenant-colone! 
Francis  B.  Jones,  acting  adjutant-general ;  Lieutenant- 
colimel  J.  "W.  Massie,  aide;  Lieutenant  A.  S.  I'endlp- 
ton,  ordnance  officer ;  Captain  Jobn  A.  Harman,  quar- 
termaster; and  Captain  W.  J.  Hawkes,  commissary." 


Dr.  Dabney  says:  "It  is  duo  to  the  credit  of  Jack- 
son's wisdom  in  the  selection  of  his  instruments,  and  to 
Ihe  gallant  and  devoted  men  who  composed  this  staff, 
loslale  that  all  of  them  who  survived  rose  with  their 
illnstrions  lea*ler  to  corresponding  posts  of  usefulness 
and  distinction."  A  number  of  other  officers  subse- 
qnently  served  upon  his  staff,  who  deserve  to  be  includ- 
ed in  this  eulogy.    GeneraJ  Jackson  continues: 

"August  li'ith.  .  .  .  Prince  Napoleon  passed  here 
HI  the  evening  of  the  8th,  en  route  from  Washington 
0  Manassas.  He  si>ent  the  night  with  General  John- 
ton,  took  a  view  of  the  battle-fieid  yesterday  morning, 
ad  then  returned  to  Washington,  passing  here  about 
iBTBO  o'clock  A.M,    I  only  saw  him  at  a  distance." 

A  day  or  two  after  the  battle  of  Manassas,  and  be- 
re  the  news  of  the  victory  ha<l  reached  Lexington 
authentic  form,  the  [wst-office  was  thronged  with 
K>ple,  awaiting  with  intense  interest  the  opening 
'  the  mail.  Soon  a  letter  was  handed  to  the  Itov. 
r.  White,  who  immediately  recognized  the  well- 
lowti  superscription  of  his  deacon  soldier,  and  ux- 
iimed  to  the  eager  and  expectant  group  around  him : 
tfovr  we  shall  know  all  the  facts."    Upon  opening 

the  bulletin  read  thus  : 


LIFE   OF  GENERAL  THOMAS  J.  JACKSOK,  ■ 

'■  My  dear  pastor,  in  my  tent  last  night,  after  a  fa-— 
tiguing  day's  service,  I  remembered  that  I  had  failed 
to  Bend  you  my  contribution  for  our  colored  Sunday- 
school.  Enclosed  you  will  lind  my  check  for  that  ob- 
ject, which  please  acknowledge  at  your  earliest  conven- 
ience, and  oblige  yours  faithfully,     T.  J,  Jaoksos.'" 

This  little  note  is  a  revelation  of  character.  It  is 
remarkable,  not  so  much  for  what  it  says  as  for  what 
it  does  not  say.  Not  a  word  in  it  about  the  battle  or 
about  himself — he  who  turned  the  defeat  into  victory. 
In  that  hour  of  triumph  his  heart  turned  away  from  the 
tield  to  the  poor  negro  children  wliom  be  had  been  ac- 
customed to  teach  in  the  Sunday-school  in  Lexington. 

In  his  next  letter  General  Jackson  writes :  "  I  hare 
received  a  circular  to  the  effect  that  two  professors 
must  return  to  the  Institute  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  the  1st  of  September,  and  that  if  that  number 
do  not  consent  to  return,  the  Board  of  Visitors  will 
designate  two;  and  if  they  decline,  their  seats  will 
thereby  be  declared  vacant,  and  the  board  would  fill 
them.  I  declined  returning.  How  would  you  like 
going  back  to  Lexington  in  September,  and  staying 
there  for  the  remainder  of  the  war?  ...  I  am  glad 
that  the  battle  [First  Manassas]  was  fought  on  your 
birthday,  so  you  can  never  tell  me  any  more  that  I 
forget  your  birthday.  See  if  I  don't  (dways  remem- 
ber it,  though  I  do  not  my  own.  If  General  I-ee  re- 
mains in  the  Northwest,  I  would  like  to  go  there  and 
give  my  feeble  aid,  as  an  humble  instrument  in  the 
hand  of  Providence  in  retrieving  the  downtrodden 
loyalty  of  that  part  of  my  native  State.  Hut  1  desire 
to  be  wherever  those  over  me  may  decide,  and  I  i 
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I  content  here.  Tlie  success  of  our  cause  is  the  earthly 
[  object  near  my  heart ;  and,  if  I  know  myself,  nil  I  am 
I  and  have  is  at  the  service  of  my  country,"  About 
I  this  time  he  wrote  to  his  frieml,  Colonel  Bennett,  First 
I  Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth: 

"  My  hopes  for  our  section  of  the  State  have  greatly 
I  bnghtened  since  General  Lee  has  gone  there.  Sonie- 
1  thing  brilliant  may  be  expected  in  that  region. 
}  Shoultl  you  ever  have  occasion  to  ask  for  a  brigade 
from  this  army  for  the  Northwest,  I  hope  mine  will 
I  be  the  one  selected.  This  of  course  is  confidential,  as 
\  it  is  my  duty  to  serve  wherever  I  may  be  placed,  and 
I  I  desire  to  be  always  where  most  needed.  Hut  it  is 
I  natnral  for  one's  affections  to  turn  to  the  home  of  his 
I  boyhooil  and  family." 

August  17th  he  writes  to  his  wife  r 

■  .  .  '*  You  want  to  know  whether  I  coul<l  get  a  fur- 
Bfetigh.  My  darhng,  I  can't  be  absent  from  my  com- 
land.  as  my  attention  is  necessary  in  preparing  my 
*  for  hard  fighting  should  it  be  requii-ed ;  and  as 
f  oHicers  and  soldiers  are  not  permittetl  to  go  and 
3  their  wives  and  families,  I  ought  not  to  see  my 
I'MjxMi'to,  as  it  might  make  the  trooi^s  fee!  that  they 
1  were  badly  treated,  and  that  I  consult  my  own  pleas- 
l.vrc  and  comfort  reganlless  of  theirs :  so  you  had 
I'better  stay  at  Cottage  Home  for  the  present,  as  I  do 
vnot  know  bow  long  I  shall  remain  here." 


From  the  time  he  entered  the  army  at  the  begin- 
luing  of  the  war  he  never  asked  or  received  i 
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lough,  was  never  absent  from  duty  for  a  single  day,^ 
whether  sick  or  well,  and  never  slept  one  night  out- 
side the  lines  of  his  own  command. 

August  22d  he  writes:  "Don't  you  wish  your 
fnposo  would  get  sick,  and  have  to  get  a  sick  leave- 
and  go  home,  so  that  yoii  couldn't  envy  sister  Sne  ? 
Sickness  may  compel  nie  for  a  time  to  retire  from, 
camp,  but,  thi-ough  the  blessing  of  God,  I  have  been 
able  to  continue  in  command  of  ray  brigade.  ,  .  . 
Still  much  remains  undone  that  I  desii-e  to  see  effected. 
But  in  a  short  time  I  hope  to  be  more  instrumentul  in 
serving  my  country.  Every  officer  and  soldier  who  is 
able  to  do  duty  ought  to  be  busily  engaged  in  mil- 
itary preparation  by  hard  drilUng,  in  order  that, 
through  the  blessing  of  God.  we  may  be  victorious  in 
the  battles  which  in  His  all-wise  providence  may  await 
us.  I  wish  my  darling  could  be  with  me  now  and 
enjoy  the  sweet  music  of  the  brass  band  of  the  Fifth 
Regiment.     It  is  an  excellent  hand." 

He  delighted  in  listening  to  music,  both  instrumental 
and  vocal,  but  he  had  so  little  talent  for  it  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  ho  could  distinguish  tunes,  "When  he 
learned  that  the  tune  uf  "  Dixie  "  had  been  adopted  by 
the  Confederates  as  a  national  air,  he  felt  that  he  ought 
to  be  able  to  know  it  when  he  heard  it,  so  during  the 
first  visit  I  paid  him  in  camp  he  requested  me  to  sing 
the  air  to  him  imtil  he  could  impress  it  upon  his  mem- 
ory, so  as  to  be  able  to  recognize  it.  It  was  a  tedious 
service,  and  became  so  perfectly  ridiculous  from  his- 
oft-repeated  command  of  "again"  and  "again"  that 
it  finally  ended  in  hearty  laughter  on  both  side*. 


AT  FAIRrAX  COURT-nOCSB. 

In  his  letter  he  continues  : 


"Don't  put  any  faith  in  the  assertion  that  there 
"ii!  be  no  more  fighting  till  October.     It  may  not  be 
'iii  tben  ;  and  God  grant  that,  if  consistent  with  His 
fill,  it  may  never  be.    Surely,  1  desire  no  more,  if  our 
country's  independence  can  be  secured  without  it.    As 
'         I  said  before  leaving  my  darhng,  so  say  I  non-,  that  if 
I  fight  for  my  country,  it  is  from  a  sense  of  duty — • 
a  hope  that   through  the   blessing  of   Providence  I 
raajr  be  enabled  to  serve  her,  and  not  merely  because 
i  pfefer  the  strife  of  battle  to  the  peaceful  enjoyments 
o(  honiCL  .  .  .  Yesterday  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pick- 
ets, and  GJeneral  Longstreet  sent  me  a  request  to  move 
forward  with  my  brigade,  and  the  consequence  was 
^m  limt  after  advancing  beyond  Fairfax  Court-House  six 
^bmiles  it  turned  out  that  tlie  enemy  did  not  intend  to 
^Bftttack,  and  I  had  a  ride  of  twelve  miles  for  nothing ; 
^^niid  my  wounded  finger  suffered  from  it,  but  I  trust, 
^Bvith  the  blessing  of  an  ever-kind  Providence,  it  will 
^^^ooD  be  well.     I  meet  with  a  number  of  old  army 
I     ^friends  and  some  of  my  eUissraates,  which  is  quite  a 
pleasure.    The  country  about  Fairfax  Court  House  is 
beautiful.     As  I  came  in  sight  of  the  place,  the  sun 
i  near  setting,  and  with  its  mellowed  liglit  greatly 
intribute<^l  to  beautify  the  scenery.    I  am  writing 
ibiler  a  Sibley  tent,  which  is  of  a  conical  form,  so 
structed  as  to  allow   fire  to  be  used,  having  an 
lening  at  the  top  for  the  escape  of  smoke;  though 
I  yet  I  have  had  my  fires  in  the  house.    The  weather 
is  quite  cool  at  night.     What  do  you  think?     This 
morning  I  had  a  kind  of  longing  to  see  our  lot— not 
!,  lor  I  did  not  want  to  enter  its  ( 
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chambers,  as  it  would  be  too  sad  not  to  find  my  littl  - 

eunahine  there." 

From  Camp  Ilarman.  near  Manassas,  he  ^y^ote  : 

"  Yesterday  I  received  two  letters  fmm  one  littli 
jewel  of  mine  at  Cottage  Home,  and  I  am  just  going 
to  read  them  over  and  over  again  and  anawer.  First-; 
in  reference  to  coming  to  see  your  exposo,  what  wouli 
you  do  for  privacy  in  camp?  I  tell  you  there  ar 
more  inconveniences  attending  camp  life  for  a  ladj 
than  little  pet  is  aware  of;  and  worst  of  all  is  the 
danger  you  might  encounter  in  sucli  a  trip,  as  the  cars 
are  so  crowded  with  soldiers.  But  I  would  dearly 
love  to  have  my  darling  here  at  this  time,  and  think  I 
might  protjiibly  be  able  to  get  a  room  for  you  with  a 
kind  family  in  whose  yard  I  have  my  tent.  The 
family  is  exceedingly  obliging,  and  we  could  have  de- 
lightful times  together,  as  I  have  to  stay  about  quar 
ters  on  account  of  my  wonnded  finger.  However, 
through  the  blessing  of  an  ever-kind  Providence,  it  is 
now  much  improved.  Should  there  be  a  good  escort 
coming  on  and  returning,  little  one  can  come ;  but  you 
must  not  spare  any  expense  in  making  your  trij)  com- 
fortable. You  must  hire  a  carriage  whenever  you 
haven't  a  safe  and  good  conveyance,  in  the  event  o( 
your  coming.  Last  Sabbath  Dr.  Pendleton  preached 
at  my  headtjuarters  in  the  morning,  and  Rev.  Peytoa 
Harrison  preached  in  the  evening.  ...  If  the  war  is 
carried  on  with  vigor,  I  think  that,  under  the  blessini 
of  God.  it  will  not  last  long,  though  we  may  fregnentl; 
have  little  local  trouTjles  along  the  frontier.  .  .  .  Al 
present  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  be 
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"Via  my  brigade  a  single  day,  but  just  as  soon  as  duty 
U  permit  I  hope  to  see  my  sunshiny  face.    The  j-ea- 

DD  of  ray  changing  my  advice  about  your  coming  was 

•lobably  in  consequence  of  ordere  resi)ecting  a  march. 

'Within  the  last  tliree  weeks  I  have  hati  to  march  off 
CTcral  times,  but  in  each  case  I  have  been  privileged 

0  return  to  my  present  encampment,  where  I  desire 

Dstay  us  long  as  I  am  to  remain  inactive,  for  it  is  the 

test  encampment  I  have  had.  Wo  are  blessed  with 
ucellent  water  and  a  good  drill-ground.     Little  one 

Ban  come  on  with  the  first  good  opiwrtunity,  if  she  is 
iKilling  to  bear  the  unexjiected  occurrences  uf  war.    I 

taavr  not  one  day  what  will  take  place  the  next,  but  I 

do  know  that  I  am  your  doting  eajjoso." 

It  ivas  my  good  fortune  to  find  an  escort  to  the  army, 
and  I  joyfully  set  out,  in  compliance  with  ray  husband's 
Kmewhat  doubtful  ]>ermissiou,  to  pay  him  a  visit.  But 
he  WHJi  not  mistaken  in  apprehending  the  difficulties  I 
llloiild  encounter,  as  will  be  seen  by  my  ex]>erience  in 
nukingthisjounieythrough  a  beleaguered  country.  "We 
wacheil  Richmond  safely  and  without  much  discomfort, 
but  no  one  was  permitted  to  leave  without  a  passport, 
which  the  government  was  exceedingly  strict  in  grant- 
ing tomen  unless  they  were  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
•rmy  or  were  going  into  it.  Unfortunately,  ray  young 
nun  did  not  come  under  either  head  (although  he  was 
^ing  upon  an  inspecting  tour  with  a  view  to  finding 
KMne  position  among  his  friends),  so  he  was  refused  a 
[nasportl  Like  most  of  the  Southern  ladies  in  ante- 
itiiunt,  times,  I  was  unaccustometi  to  travelling  alone, 
ind  my  husband  was  much  opposeil  to  my  doing  so. 
lowover,  after  coining  so  near  to  him  (and  yet  so  far !) 
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I  could  not  give  up  this  long-coveted  opportunity  ol 
seeing  him,  and  I  determined  to  venture  on  my  way"" 
alone.  So  after  telegraphing  him  to  meet  me  at  Ma^ 
nassas,  I  started  with  my  pasajjort  as  bravely  as  I 
could,  yet  filled  with  apprehension  —  the  cars  being- 
crowded  with  soldiers,  and  scarcely  a  woman  to  be- 
seen.  An  liour  or  two  after  leaving  Richmond,  what 
ivaa  my  joy  and  relief  to  see  a  friend  from  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  passing  through  the  car!  I  sprang- 
from  my  seat  and  rushed  after  him,  and  from  that 
moment  my  mind  was  at  ease,  for  Captain  J,  Harvey 
White  (a  gallant  officer,  who  afterwards  fell  in  defence 
of  his  country)  verified  in  my  case  the  old  ]n-overb.  "A 
friend  in  need  is  a  friend  indeed."  My  husband  failed 
to  receive  my  telegram  in  time  to  meet  rae  at  Manas- 
sas, and,  finding  no  accommodation  there  for  a  lady. 
Captain  White  was  unwilhng  to  leave  rae  without  pro- 
tection, and  advised  me  to  go  on  with  him  to  Fairfax 
Station,  thinking  that  point  was  still  nearer  to  General 
Jackson's  headquarters.  However,  ray  husband  did 
arrive  at  Manassas  very  soon  after  we  jwissed  on.  and  it 
was  then  too  late,  and  the  distance  too  great  for  him 
to  follow  us  that  night.  Fairfax  Stsition  we  found 
converted  into  a  vast  military  camp,  the  place  teem- 
ing with  soldiers,  and  the  only  house  visible  from  the 
depot  being  used  aa  a  hospital.  I\ot  a  place  to  aooom- 
modate  a  lady  was  to  be  found,  so  I  was  compelled  to 
spend  the  night  in  the  car  in  which  I  came  up,  the 
train  remaining  stationary  there  untd  the  next  morn- 
ing. One  other  female,  a  plain,  gootl  wonuin,  who  was 
in  search  of  a  sick  relative  among  the  soldiers,  was  of 
the  party,  and  Captain  White,  our  kind  protector.  A 
lady  seemed  to  be  a  great  curiosity  to  the  sol 
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'  scores  of  whom  filed  through  the  car  to  take  a,  look, 
until  the  annoyance  became  so  great  that  Captain 
White  locked  the  doors.    The  next  morning  was  the 
Sabbath,  and  as  Captain  "White  was  hastening  to  a. 
sick  brother,  he  was  compelled  to  go  on  his  mission, 
but  he  first  procured  for  me  a  small  room,  which  was 
t  vacated  for  a  few  hours  just  for  my  accommodation,  in 
r  the  house  that  was  used  as  a  hospital.    There  was  no 
I  lock  on  the  door,  and  the  tramp  of  men's  feet,  as  they 
[  passed  continually  to  and  fro  and  threatened  entrance, 
J  wag  not  conducive  to  a  peaceful  frame  of  mind;  and 
Rtbe  oatlook  was  still  more  dismal,  the  one  small  win- 
I  dow  in  the  room  revealing  the  spectacle  of  a  number 
m-ot  soldiers  in  the  yard,  busily  engaged  in  making  coffitta 
l jfiw  Oictr  dead  oi»nraihe !    I  was  all  alone,  and  had 
Inotbing  to  read,  so  it  can  be  imagined  that  the  few 
I  anxious  and  dreary  hours  spent  in  that  Utile  place  of 
I  horrors  seemed  an  age,  and   my  relief  and  happi- 
s  were  truly  inexpressible  when  the  brightest  vision 
I  that  could  be  to  mfi  on  earth  appeared  in  the  person  of 
Iniydear  husband,  whom  I  Iiad  not  seen  for  five  months. 
I  He  drove  np  in  an  ambulance,  and,  taking  me  in,  we 
I  Were  si)eedily  driven  to  his  headquarters.     Arrived 
,  there,  we  found  his  whole  brigade  assembled  for  di- 
vine worship,  and  the  venemble  liiabop  Johns  was  just 
about  to  begin  service  in  a  small  farm-house  on  the 
grounds.     A  delay  was  made  in  order  to  give  us  time 
I  to  get  into  the  house  and  be  seated ;  and  all  the  staff- 
I  officers,  and  it  seeme<l  to  me  a  host  of  others,  came 
I  forward  to  welcome  their  general's  wife,  much  to  my 
embarrassment,  for  I  felt  most  onpresentable  after  my 
experience  of  the  preceding  night. 
^       The  bishop  conducted  a  delightful  serWce  in  the 
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porch  of  the  house,  anil  the  soldiers  Bwarmed  aroand 
him  like  bees,  standing  and  sitting  in  the  grassy  yard. 
It  was  an  interesting  and  imposing  scene.  The  bri- 
gade was  encamped  on  a  beautiful  hill  near  Cen- 
treWlle,  and  General  Jackson's  tent  was  in  the  yard 
of  the  farm-house  at  which  he  secured  loilging  dur- 
ing my  visit.  It  was  a  grand  sjiectacle  to  view 
from  the  crest  of  the  hill  the  encampment  of  that 
splendid  Stonewall  Brigade,  especially  at  night,  when 
the  cami>fires  were  lighted.  I  met  there  for  the  first 
time  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  and  was  much 
improved  with  his  soldierly  appearance  and  jwl- 
isbed  manners.  Indeed,  the  officers  and  soldiers  gen- 
erally made  the  impression  of  fine  sijecimens  of  the 
Southern  gentleman,  and  the  grand  reriew  of  the 
whole  of  General  Johnston's  command  was  the  most 
imposing  military  display  that  I  had  ever  witnessed. 
General  Jackson  was  justly  proud  of  his  brigade,  and 
their  affection  for  bira  was  beautiful  to  behold.  They 
all  felt  so  inspirited  liy  the  great  victory  they  bad  just 
gained,  and  tlieir  general's  part  in  it  was  rehearsed 
with  pride  by  every  one  who  called  upon  his  wife. 
while  Ae,  with  his  cliarncteristic  modesty,  gave  all  the 
credit  to  his  noble  men. 

.  He  took  me  over  the  battle-field  of  Manassas.  There 
was  nothing  remarkable  aliont  the  ground,  which  was 
somewhat  undulating,  with  many  ojHjn  spaces  and 
pine-trocs.  Bull  Bun  is  a  small,  insignificant  stream. 
General  Pendleton  accompanied  us  in  the  ambulance, 
and  both  officers  explained  the  different  positions  ami 
movements  of  the  tivo  armies,  and  talked  the  battle 
over  in  a  very  interesting  manner.  Much  of  the  flehria 
of  the  conflict  still  remained :  the  old  Henry  house 
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wiis  riiUllwi  with  shot  and  shell;  the  carcasses  of  the 
horses,  and  even  some  of  the  boaes  ot  the  \k>ot  human 
victims,  were  to  be  seen.  It  was  difficult  to  realize 
that  these  now  silent  plains  hatl  so  recently  been  tlie 
scene  of  a  great  battle,  and  that  here  the  Eeaper 
Death  had  gathered  such  a  harvest  of  preeions  Hves, 
mnny  of  whom  were  tlie  very  flower  of  our  Southern 
youth  and  manliood. 

AH  was  qniet  in  the  army  during  my  visit,  and  al- 
thongli  my  hiislmud  was  unremitting  in  his  duties  to 
bis  cciQimand,  yet  he  had  Euflicient  leisure  to  devote 
to  my  pleasure  to  make  the  time  pass  most  delight- 
fully. We  had  a  nice  room  in  a  kind,  obhging  fam- 
ily iiMnetl  I'tterbach,  and  I  took  my  meals  with  him 
and  his  staff  at  their  mess-table  under  the  trees.  The 
fire  was  plain,  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  absence 
'>f  milk,  it  was  abundant  and  substantial.  His  staff- 
officers  were  all  most  agreeable  and  intelligent  genlle- 
fflen.  His  cook  at  that  time  was  a  very  black  negro, 
a  hired  man  named  George,  who  so  felt  the  importance 
of  his  position  as  the  head  of  the  culinary  department 
»t  beaii(]narters  that  his  boast  wiis:  "I  ontranks  all 
(ienig^rs  in  dis  army!"  Every  moment  of  the  time 
I  TTas  privileged  to  remain  was  full  of  ctmtent  and  en- 
joTment,  and  that  camp  life  had  a  charm  for  ine  that 
I  neper  would  have  broken  myself.  Cut  all  things 
have  to  come  to  an  end  in  this  fleeting  world,  and  my 
delightful  visit  shared  this  fate  all  too  soon — the  army 
being  ordered  to  change  its  location  in  less  than  a  fort- 
night after  my  airival— and  I  was  sent  back  sorrow- 
fnily  to  North  Carolina. 
My  visit  was  made  in  September,  and  General  Jack- 
a's  next  letter  was  written  the  24th  of  that  month ; 
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"  I  am  going  to  write  a  letter  to  ray  darling  pet  espo- 
sita,  »vho  paid  me  such  a  sweet  visit,  and  whose  dear 
face  I  can  still  see,  though  she  is  'way  down  in  the 
Old  North  State.  If  my  darling  were  here,  I  knou' 
she  would  enjoy  General  Jones's  band,  whicli  playa 
very  sweetly.  We  are  still  at  the  same  encampment 
as  when  you  left,  and  I  have  the  promise  of  three 
more  wall  tents.  Yesterday  Rev.  Dr.  William  Brown 
nsited  Munson's  Hill,  and  took  a  peep  at  the  Yankees. 
.  -  .  The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Institute  met  in  Rich- 
mond, and  decided  if  the  professors  did  not  return 
they  would  fill  their  places,  su{>erinteudents  and  alL 
Suppose  they  ask  you  to  go  back.  Are  you  going  to 
do  so.  or  will  you  let  them  fill  your  chair  J  Colonel 
Echols  returned  this  morning,  but  does  not  bring,  to 
our  finite  minds,  very  good  news.  General  Floyd  was 
only  about  thirty  miles  ^vest  of  Lewisburg.  and  General 
Wise  was  fifteen  miles  in  advance  of  him.  General  Lee, 
with  four  regiments,  had  gone  on  to  General  Wi.se." 

"  Monday  morning.  This  is  a  beantifnl  and  lovely 
morning— beautiful  emblem  of  the  morning  of  etCT- 
nity  in  heaven,  I  greatly  enjoy  it  after  our  cold, 
chilly  weather,  which  has  matle  me  feel  doubtful  of 
my  Ciipacity,  humanly  speaking,  to  endure  the  cam- 
paign, should  we  remain  long  in  tents.  But  God,  our 
Gixl,  does,  and  will  do,  all  things  well ;  and  if  it  is  Hjs 
pleasure  that  I  should  remain  in  the  field,  lie  will  give 
me  the  ability  to  endure  all  its  fatigues.  I  hope  my 
little  sunshiny  face  is  as  bright  as  this  lovely  day. 
Yesterday  I  heanl  a  good  sermon  from  the  chaplain 
of  the  Second  Ilegiment,  and  at  night  1  went  over  to 
Colonel  Garland's  regiment  of  Longstreet's  Brigade, 
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I  and  ieard  an  excellent  sermon  from  tlie  Rev.  Mr. 
|Granberrj,  of  the  Methoiliat  chureli,  of  whom  you 
■may  have  heard  me  s]>eak  in  times  past."  .  .  . 

"26th.  1  did  not  have  room  enough  in  my  last  let- 
er,  nor  have  I  time  this  morning,  to  write  as  much  as 
l.X disired  about  Dr.  Dabney's  sermon  yesterday.  His 
(eit  was  from  Acts,  seventli  chapter  and  fifth  verse. 
He  stated  that  the  word  tJod  bei  ng  in  itiUics  indicated 
that  it  was  not  in  the  original,  and  he  thouglit  it  would 
IftTc  been  better  not  to  have  been  in  the  translation, 
t  would  then  have  read:  'Calling  upon  and  saymg, 
Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit.'  He  spoke  of  Stephen, 
le  first  martyr  under  the  new  dispensation,  like  Abel, 
^e  first  under  the  old,  dying  by  the  hand  of  violence, 
ud  then  dreiv  a  graphic  picture  of  bis  probably  broken 
Hiiabs,  mangled  flesh  and  features,  conspiring  to  height- 
lE  liis  agonizing  sufferings.  But  in  the  midst  of  this 
J  pain,  God,  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and  mercy, 
I permitteil  him  to  see  the  heavens  ojiened,  so  that  he 
rnighl  behold  the  glory  of  God,  and  Jesus,  of  whom 
be  vas  speaking,  standing  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 
Wrs  not  such  a  heavenly  vision  enough  to  make  him 
forgetful  of  his  sufferings?  He  beautifully  and  forci- 
l)ly  described  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  as  forci- 
bly that  of  the  wicked,  .  .  . 

"Strangers  as  well  as  I^xington  friends  are  very 
kind  to  me.  I  think  about  eight  days  since  a  gentle- 
man sent  mo  n  half- barrel  of  tomatoes,  brea<l,  etc., 
I  J  I  received  a  letter,  1  am  inclined  to  think  from 
I  aasae,  desiring  directions  how  to  send  a  second 
qrfy.  1  received  from  Colonel  Kuff  a  box  of  heau- 
illy  packed  and  delicately  flavored  plums;  also  a 
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bottle  of  blackberry  vinegar  from  the  Misses  B- 
Wliat  I  need  is  a  more  grateful  lieort  lo  the  '  Giver  of 
every  good  and  perfect  gift,' " 

"Camp  near  Fairfas  CounT-IIocsE,  Oct,  l! 
"  Yesteniuy  I  rode  down  to  the  station,  and  while 
there  President  Davis,  very  unexpectedly  to  me,  ar- 
rived in  a  single  car ;  the  remaining  part  of  the  train, 
[  suppose,  stop|>ed  at  the  Junction  to  unloju!.  He 
looked  quite  thin.  Ills  reception  was  a  hearty  cheer 
from  the  troops.  Ho  took  liis  seat  in  an  ambulance- 
like  carnage,  and  as  he  passed  on  his  way  to  the  Court- 
House  the  air  rang  with  the  soldiers'  welcoming  cheers. 
He  was  soon  met  by  a  troop  of  horse,  and  a  horse  for 
himself.  Leaving  his  carriage  and  mounting  his  horse, 
he  proceeded  on  his  way,  escorted  by  the  cavalry, 
about  four  thousand  of  the  First  Cor|H  (General 
Beauregiirdi,  The  troojis  l)elonged  to  Generals  l,ong- 
street,  D.  K.  Jones,  and  Philip  St.  George  Cocke.  It 
was  quite  an  imposing  pageant."  . .  . 

"  Yesterday  I  saw  President  Davis  review.  Ho 
took  lip  his  quarters  with  General  Beauregard,  where, 
in  compjiny  with  Colonels  Preston,  Harmon,  and  Ech- 
ols, I  called  n{x>n  him  this  morning  at  about  half-past 
ten  o'clock.  He  looks  tliin,  but  does  not  seem  to  be 
as  feeble  as  yesterday.  His  voice  and  manners  are 
very  mild.  I  saw  no  exhibition  of  that  fire  which  I 
hacl  supjiosed  him  to  possess.  The  President  intro- 
duced the  subjoot  of  the  condition  of  my  section  of  the 
State,  hut  did  not  oven  so  much  as  intimate  that  be 
designed  sending  me  there.  I  told  him,  when  be 
spoke  of  my  utilive  region,  that  1  fell  a  very  deep  in- 
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tertst  in  it.     Ke  spoke  hopefully  of  that  section,  and 
higlily  of  General  Lee." 

"October  lith.  I  am  going  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
very  sweetest  little  woman  I  know,  the  only  sweet- 
tieart  I  have ;  can  you  guess  who  she  is !  I  tell  you, 
I  would  lika  to  see  my  sunshine,  even  this  brightest 
of  (lays.  My  finger  has  been  healed  over  for  some 
time,  and  I  am  blest  by  an  ever -kind  Providence 
with  the  use  of  it,  though  it  is  still  jmrtially  stiff.  I 
lope,  however,  in  the  course  of  time,  that  I  shall  be 
agaia  blest  with  its  perfect  use.  ...  If  I  get  into 
(vjnter- fjuarters,  will  little  ex-Anna  Morrison  come 
and  keep  house  for  me,  and  stay  ivith  me  till  the  open- 
ing of  the  campaign  of  1SC>2!  Now,  remember,  I  don't 
want  to  change  housekeepers.  I  want  the  same  one 
all  liie  time,  I  am  very  thankful  to  that  Gotl  who 
wittiholds  no  good  thing  from  me  (though  I  am  so 
utlerly  unworthy  and  ungrateful)  for  making  me  a 
nuijorgenerai  in  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confeil- 
erate  States,  The  commission  dates  from  the  7th  of 
Octol)er," , . , 

"October  15tb.  The  enemy  are  gradually  approach- 
ing us." 

"  CHNTttEVlLLK,  Oct.  21st, 

"For  several  days  your  esposo  has  been  hei-e,  and 
Ins  an  extra  nice  room,  the  parlor  of  a  Mr.  Gfigsby, 
who  has  promised  that  he  will  also  let  me  have  another 
iwin  for  my  chamber,  and  then  I  can  use  the  parlor 
flip  my  office,  lie  has  very  kindly  offered  me  the  use 
of  iiis  library.  The  walls  of  his  parlor  are  hung  with 
^KHctures  and  jiainttngs,  including  large  portraits  on 
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opposite  sides,  I  suppose  of  the  esposo  and  esposa.  The 
carpet  has  been  removed,  but  an  abundance  of  seats 
have  been  left,  two  settees  among  them.  Mr,  Grigsfay 
is  apparently  a  man  of  much  character,  and  I  am  very 
much  pleased  with  him.  His  wife  is  delicate,  and  two 
of  his  sons  have  typhoid  fever,  but  are  past  the  crit- 
ical stage  of  the  disease.  He  has  not  yet  consented 
to  my  staff  moving  into  the  house,  probably  for  fear 
of  disturbing  the  sick.  Colonel  Jones  has  resigned 
and  gone  home,  and  Mr.  Marshall  went  with  him.. 
They  are  both  nice  gentlemen," 

'■  CENTREVtLLB,    OcL  220. 

..."  I  am  going  to  tell  you  just  where  your  e^jtoao 
is  living  for  the  present.  Starting  from  Mr.  Utter- 
bach's  on  the  Warrenton  road  towards  the  battle- 
ground of  Manassas,  a  street  turns  off  to  the  right 
from  the  Warrenton  roaJ.  Following  the  street 
about  one  hundred  yards  brings  you  to  a  large  stone 
house,  with  four  chimneys,  on  tlie  right-hand  side  of 
the  road.  Passing  up  a  flight  of  steps  of  nearly  eight 
feet  brings  you  into  the  jHjrch,  after  crossing  which, 
you  enter  a  hall  alwut  ten  feet  wide,  and  you  have 
only  to  come  into  the  first  door  on  your  right  if  yoQ 
wish  to  see  your  husbiind,  seated  on  the  left  of 
hickory  iire,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  room,  writ- 
ing to  his  sweetheart,  or  to  his  e/rpmita^  whichever 
you  may  choose  to  call  her.  Looking  around  the 
room,  you  will  see  upon  the  mantel  a  statuette  of  a 
mother  with  a  child  in  her  anns,  an  oil  painting 
a  beautiful  boy,  a  glolw  lamp,  two  candelabra,  and 
two  vases.  Above  the  mantel  are  two  rose  pictures. 
On  either  side  of  the  fireplace  is  a  window,  and 
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left  of  the  6re  are  a  pair  of  bellows  and  a  large 
IVGJ.    On  the  right  are  a  jmir  of  tongs,  and  a  hand- 
feather   brotiin   for  your  espum  to   sweep  the 
irth  with.     So  far  I  have  de3cril)ed  only  the  south- 
wall.     Turning  your  eyes  to  the  right,  you  will 
two    windows    on    the    western    wall,   looking 
Is  the  battle-ground  of  the  21st  July.     On  the 
end  of  this  wall  hangs  the  celebrated  oil  paint- 
Beatrice   Cenci.'     Between   tho   windows   is  a 
portrait  (as  I  suppose)  of  Mrs.  Grigsby.     On 
right  of  the  right-hand  window  is  a  landscape 
inting,     UiKin  tlic  noi-thern  wall  to  the  left  of  the 
ir  is  a  pictm-e,  'The  Evening  Prayer,'  with  the  in- 
ion,  '  Defend  us  fmm  all  perils  and  dangers  of 
night.'      Near  this   hangs   a   thermometer.     On 
tight  of  the  door  are  two  other  works  of  art,  and 
iween  them   is  tho  library  desk,  which  is  kindly 
at  my  disposal.     Upon  the  eastern  wall,  left 
ia  a  picture  of  'Holyrood.'    Xear  it,  but  on  the 
it,  is   a  large  portrait  of  Mr.  Grigsby.      About 
centre  of  the  wall  is  a  large  mirror — on  its  right 
is  a  picture  ealled  '  Innocence  '—and  kerf  is  your 
Itiving  husband!     ■ 

..."  Our  success  at  I^eesburg  reflected  credit  upon 
Colonel  Evans  and  his  heroic  brigade. 

. . ,  *'  I  have  written  to  Colonel  Preston,  of  Lex- 
ington, to  join  me.  My  desire  is  to  get  a  staff  spe- 
cially qualified  for  their  duties,  and  that  will  render 
file  greatest  possible  amount  of  service  to  their 
country.  Last  night,  Drs.  White  and  McFarland 
reached  here  and  are  staying  with  me.  They  are 
just  from  Synotl  at  Petersburg,  and  give  a  very 
rtifying  account  of  things  there.    Ur.  MoFarland 
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is  a  noble  specimen  of  character."  This  was  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Francis  McFarland.  Br.  White  (Grener&l  Jack- 
son's pastor)  had  come  at  his  invitation  to  preach 
to  his  command.     Dr.   Dabnej  thus  describes  the 

visit : 

"They  arrived  at  nightfall,  and  found  the  com- 
mander-in-chief on  the  spot,  communicating  in  person 
some  important  orders.  General  Jackson  merely 
jmuseil  to  give  them  the  most  hurried  salutation  con- 
sistent with  respect,  and  without  a  moment's  dallying 
passed  on  to  execute  his  duties.  After  a  length  of 
time  he  returned,  all  the  work  of  theVvening  com- 
pleted, and  renewed  his  welcome  with  a  beaming 
face  and  warm  ahandon  of  manner,  heaping  upon 
them  affectionate  attentions,  and  inquij-ing  after  all 
their  households.  Dr.  White  spent  five  days  and 
nights  with  him,  preaching  daily.  In  the  general's 
c|uarters  he  found  his  morning  and  evening  worship 
as  regularly  held  as  it  had  been  at  home.  Jackson 
modestly  proposed  to  his  pastor  to  lead  in  this 
worship,  which  he  did  until  the  last  evening  of  his 
stay;  when,  to  the  usual  request  of  prayers,  he 
answered :  '  General,  you  have  often  prayed  with  and 
for  mo  at  home;  be  so  kind  as  to  do  so  to-night.' 
Without  a  word  of  objection,  Jackson  took  the  sacred 
volume,  and  read  and  prayed.  '  And  never  while  life 
lasts.'  said  the  pastor.  '  can  I  forget  that  prayer.  He 
thanked  God  for  sending  me  to  visit  the  army,  and 
prayed  that  He  would  own  and  bless  my  ministra- 
tions, both  to  officers  and  privates,  so  that  many 
souls  might  be  saved.  lie  gave  thanks  for  what  it 
had  pleased  God  to  do  for  the  church  in  Lexington, 
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"to  wiiich  both  of  us  belong" — specially  for  the  re- 
vivals He  hatl  mercifully  grunted  to  that  church, 
Mil  for  the  many  preachers  of  the  Gospel  sent  forth 
from  it.  He  then  prayed  for  the  pastor,  and  every 
member  of  his  family,  for  the  ruling  elders,  the 
(ieacons,  and  the  private  members  of  the  church, 
each  as  were  at  home,  and  especially  such  as  then 
belonged  to  the  army.  He  then  pleaded  with  such 
lentlerneBs  and  fervor  that  G(kI  would  baptize  the 
ffbole  army  with  His  holy  spirit,  that  my  own  hard 
heart  was  melted  into  penitence,  gratitude,  and  praise. 
When  we  had  risen  from  our  knees  he  stootl  before 
his  camp  fire  with  that  calm  dignity  of  mien  and 
tender  expression  of  countenance  for  which  bo  was 
JO  remarkable,  and  said :  "  Doctor,  I  would  be  glad 
to  learn  more  fully  than  I  have  yet  done  what  your 
TJews  are  of  the  prayer  of  faith  'i" '  A  conversation 
theu  coraraenced,  which  was  continued  long  after  the 
tour  of  midnight,  in  which,  it  is  candidly  confessed, 
the  pastor  received  more  instruction  than  he  im- 
parted." 

Dr.  "White  was  with  him   when  he  received  his 

"tier  to  go  to  bis  new  command  of  the  Valley  Dis- 

Iricl,  and  after  reading  it  he  handed  it  to  his  pastor, 

Mying:  "  Such  a  degree  of  public  confidence  and  re- 

I        ipect  as  puts  it  in  one's  power  to  serve  his  country 

should  be  accepted  and  prized  ;  but,  apart  from  that, 

promotion  among  men  is  only  a  temptation  and  a 

^H  trouble.     Had  this  communication   not  come   aji  an 

^^prder,  I  should  instantly  have  declined  it,  and  con- 

^^Knoed  in  command  of  my  brave  old  brigade." 

^V   To  his  wife  be  wrote  on  the  4tb  of  November: 
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"This  morning  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to 
Winchester.  I  am  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
military  district  of  the  Northern  frontier,  between 
the  Blue  Ridge  and  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  I 
hope  to  have  my  little  dove  with  me  this  winter. 
How  do  you  like  the  programme  (  I  trust  I  may  be 
able  to  send  for  you  after  I  get  settled.  I  don't  ex- 
|)«)t  mucli  sleep  to-night,  as  my  desire  is  to  travel 
all  night,  if  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching 
Winchester  before  day  to-morrow.  My  trust  is  in 
God  for  the  defence  of  that  country  [the  Valley]. 
I  shall  have  great  labor  to  perform,  but,  through  the 
blessing  of  our  ever-kind  Heavenly  Father,  I  trust 
that  Ho  will  enable  me  to  accomplish  it.  Colonel 
Preston  and  Sandy  Pendleton  go  with  me." 

One  great  trial  to  him  in  going  to  this  new  field 
of  action  was  that  he  was  to  leave  behind  his  "  brave 
old  Brigade,"  as  they  were  not  included  in  the  order. 
An  article  in  the  Uichmond  Dispatch  of  that  date 
thus  describes  the  separation  : 

"  The  writer  never  expects  to  witness  a  more  touch- 
ing scene.  Drawn  up  in  close  columns  sto(xi  the  sub- 
altern officers  and  men  who  hail  rushed  with  loud 
cheei-s  into  the  verj'  thickest  of  the  bloody  21st  of 
July  day,  and  opposed  with  the  combined  courage 
and  discipline  of  veterans  the  advance  of  the  con- 
fident foe— the  men  who  were  all  Virginia  troops,  and 
'from  that  West  Augusta  to  which  Washington  had 
looked  in  olden  days  as  the  last  refuge  of  indeiien- 
dence.  Proudly  had  they  vindicated  the  historic 
fame  of  ttieir  section  at  Manassas,  and  now  they  bad 
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apin  formed  to  say  '  good-by '  to  their  loved  leader. 
Tie  glow  wliich  brightened  their  faces  and  litnp  their 
BRsting  eyea  in  the  lire  of  battle  was  gone.  Tboy 
looked  like  children  separating  from ,  a  father ;  and 
striting  indeed  to  those  ivbo  saw  those  brave  men  in 
the  battle  was  tbe  contrast  in  their  bearing  then  and 
ttwiay.  Virginia  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  all  her 
tnjops,  but  to  Jackson's  brigade  she  owes  her  largest 
debt.  The  appearance  of  General  Jackson  was  re- 
wired with  not  tlie  slightest  applause.  The  officers 
inri  men  he  oomniandetl  knew  for  (vhat  purpose  they 
bail  Ijeen  formed,  and  felt  not  like  cheering.  General 
•lacbon  briefly  ami  feelingly  addressed  his  assembled 
comrades  as  follows;  -OlHcers  and  soldiers  of  the 
First  Brigade,  I  am  not  here  to  make  a  speech,  but 
simply  to  say  farewell.  I  first  met  yon  at  Harper's 
Ferry  in  the  commencement  of  this  war,  and  I  can- 
not take  leave  of  you  without  giving  expression  to 
my  admiration  of  your  conduct  from  that  day  to  this, 
whether  on  the  march,  the  bivouac,  the  tenteil  field, 
oron  the  bloody  plains  of  Manassas,  where  you  gained 
tbe  ivell-deserved  reputation  of  having  decided  the 
lUe  of  the  battle.  Tljroughout  the  broad  extent  of 
twintry  over  which  you  have  inarched,  by  your  re- 
spect for  the  rights  and  property  of  citizens,  you  have 
shown  that  you  were  soldiers,  not  only  to  defend,  but 
flhie  and  willing  both  to  defend  and  protect.  You 
ImTe  alrea<ly  gained  a  brilliant  and  deserve<lly  high 
reputation  throughout  the  army  and  the  whole  t'on- 
leracy,  and  I  trust,  in  tbe  future,  by  your  own 
i  on  the  field  and  by  the  assistance  of  the  same 
jpod  Providence  who  has  heretofore  favored  our 
,  that  you  will  gain  more  victories  and  add 
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additional  lustre  to  the  reputation  you  now  enjoy. 
Tou  Uavo  already  gained  a  proud  position  in  the 
history  of  this  uur  second  war  of  independence.  I 
shall  look  with  great  anxiety  to  your  future  move- 
ments, and  I  trust  whenever  I  shall  hear  of  the  First 
Brigade  on  the  field  of  battle  it  will  be  of  still  nobler 
deeds  achieved  and  higher  reputation  won.' 

"  Here  General  Jackson,  rising  in  his  stirrups,  and 
casting  his  bridle  reins  upon  the  neck  of  his  steed, 
with  an  emphasis  which  seemed  to  thrill  throughout 
the  brigade,  said  :  '  In  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah 
you  were  the  First  brigade;  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  you  were  the  First  brigade ;  in  the  Second 
Corps  of  the  army  you  were  the  First  brigade;  you 
are  the  First  brigade  in  the  affections  of  your  general ; 
and  J  hoiTe  by  your  future  deeds  and  bearing  that 
you  will  be  banded  down  to  posterity  as  the  First 
brigade  in  this  our  second  War  of  Independence. 
Farewelll'  For  a  moment  there  waa  a  jiause,  and 
then  three  loud  and  prolonged  cheers  rent  ibe  air. 
It  was  followed  by  three  and  three  more.  Unable  to 
stand  such  evidence  of  affection  any  longer,  General 
Jackson  waved  farewell  and  galloped  away.  The 
different  regiments  returned  slowly  to  their  quarters, 
and  thus  endetl  a  scene  not  often  witnessed,  and 
which  makes  upon  spectators  impressions  not  easily 
eradicated." 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

WINCHESTER  AND  HOUNEV  EXPEDITION— 1881-1862. 

"We  will  now  follow  General  Jackson  to  Winchester. 
»liich  he  made  his  headquarters  daring  the  winter  of 
1861-1862.  lie  had  been  ordered  to  the  command  of 
the  Valley  District,  without  troops  being  assigned  to 
him;  having,  as  we  have  seen,  to  leave  behind  him 
hia  chief  reliance  in  battle,  his  invincible  Stonewall 
Brigade,  He  found  at  Winchester  only  a  small  force, 
consisting  of  a  part  of  three  brigades  of  militia  and  a 
few  companies  of  cavalry,  all  of  which  were  imper- 
feotly  organized  and  poorly  equipped,  and  with  but 
little  training  or  experience.  lie  lost  no  time  in  call- 
ing out  all  the  remaining  militia  of  the  district,  and 
in  a  few  weeks  his  little  army  was  increased  to  about 
tliree  thousand  men.  To  the  instruction  and  drilling 
of  these  new  recruits  ho  devoted  himself  with  the 
utmost  energy ;  and,  already  forming  plans  for  a  vig- 
orous forward  movement,  he  sent  a  petition  to  the 
govemment  for  reinforcements.  In  response  to  this 
nquest  he  had  the  great  gratification  of  having  his 
own  Stonewall  Brigade  sent  to  him,  abont  the  middle 
of  November,  together  with  the  Rockbridge  Battery, 
noiT  commanded  by  Captain  McLaughlin. 

The  attachment  which  General  Jackson  felt  for  the 
inon  tliat  had  been  trained  under  him,  and  his  pride 
•n  them,  were  fully  reciprocated;  as  one  of  them  ex- 
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pressed  it:  "Wherever  the  voice  of  our  brave  and 
beloved  general  is  heard,  wo  are  ready  to  folloiv.  I 
have  read  of  the  devotion  of  soldiers  to  their  com- 
manders, but  history  contains  no  parallel  case  of  devo- 
tion and  affection  equal  to  that  of  the  Stonewall  Bri- 
gade for  Major-General  Jackson,  We  do  not  look  upon 
him  merely  as  our  commander — do  not  regard  him  as 
a  severe  disciplinarian,  as  a  politician,  as  a  man  seek- 
ing popular! ty^but  as  a  Christian;  a  brave  man  who 
appreciates  the  condition  of  a  common  soldier;  as  a 
fatherly  ])rotector ;  as  one  who  endures  all  hardships 
in  common  with  his  followers ;  who  never  commands 
others  to  face  danger  without  putting  himself  in  the 
van.  The  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  soldiers  are 
always  made  known  in  exulting  shouts  whenever  he 
makes  his  appearance.'' 

General  Jackson  was  so  captivated  with  the  Valley 
of  Vit^inia,  the  more  he  saw  of  it  in  his  campaigns, 
that  he  used  to  say  that  when  the  war  was  over  he 
wanted  to  have  a  home  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
and  there  indulge  his  taste  for  rural  pursuits,  and  en- 
joy tliut  domestic  life  which  was  so  dear  to  him.  The 
boauty  and  grandeur  of  the  scenery,  with  its  chains 
of  mouutnins,  limpid  streams,  tine  forests,  dales,  and 
fertile  HoUls,  were  to  him  charming  beyond  descrip- 
tion. The  |>eople  of  the  \" alley  were  not  unworthy  of 
it.  They  enjoyed  the  free  and  easy  Uves  natural  to 
those  living  in  a  land  of  plenty,  and  dispensed  their 
h«6)utAlitte«  with  grace  and  generosity ;  but  it  was  in 
Ail\~ersity  that  their  noblest  qualities  were  illustrated. 
Dtsplayin^  a  loyalty  that  death  only  conld  quench — 
(Wtience  under  bunlship  and  toil :  CAlmness  and  hero- 
isui  lunid  the  storms  of  war.  which  destroyed  and  des- 
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olatM  tbeir  homes  and  cwmitry ;  the  first  to  rally  to 
tie  defence  of  the  South,  and  the  last  to  give  it  up — 
wiio  can  ever  do  justice  to  the  nobleness  and  magna- 
ciniiU'  of  those  people  of  the  Yalley  i  But  it  seems 
onfair  not  to  take  in  the  whole  of  Virginia  in  this 
tribute,  for  it  was  the  universal  testimony  of  the  Con- 
federate soldiers,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
the  war,  that  the  Virginians,  as  long  as  they  had  a 
crust  of  bread,  would  share  it  with  the  soldiers  from 
other  States,  and  that  the  noble  ivomen  of  Virginia 
nerer  wearied  in  their  ministrations  to  their  necessi- 
ties, especially  in  nursing  the  sick  and  wounded. 

On  the  Sith  of  November  General  Jackson  wrote 
from  Winchester  to  his  wife:  ...  "I  trust  that  my 
darUng  little  wife  feels  more  gratitude  to  our  kind 
Heavenly  Father  tlian  pride  or  elation  at  my  ]jromo- 
tion.  Continue  to  pray  for  rae,  that  I  may  live  to 
glorify  God  more  and  more,  by  serving  Him  and  our 
Wmitry.  ...  If  you  were  only  here,  you  would  have 
STery  nice  bouse,  the  description  of  which  I  will  post- 
pone until  after  answering  your  letters;  and  if  there 
i«n't  room,  it  ivill  be  deferred  for  the  next  letter,  as  it 
*iil  lake  nearly  a  whole  letter  to  tell  you  bow  very 
nice  it  is.  And  if  your  husband  staj's  here  this  win- 
ler,  be  hopes  to  send  one  of  his  aides  for  one  little 
wraelxxiy.  You  know  very  well  who  I  mean  by 
'little  somebody.' 

"And  now  for  an  answer  to  your  questions;  and 
without  stating  your  questions,  I  will  answer  them, 
"y  command  is  enlarged,  and  embraces  the  Valley 
Strict,  and  the  troops  of  this  district  constitute  the 
Anuy  of  the  Valley;  but  my  command  is  not  alto- 
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gether  independent,  as  it  ia  embraced  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Northern  Virginia,  of  which  General  John- 
ston has  the  command.  There  are  three  armies  in  this 
department — one  under  General  Beauregard,  another 
under  General  Holmes,  and  the  third  under  my  com- 
mand. My  headquarter  are  for  the  present  at  Win- 
chester, A  major-general's  rank  is  inferior  to  that  of 
a  full  general.  The  rank  of  major-general  does  not 
appear  to  be  recognized  by  the  laws  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States,  so  far  as  I  have  seen ;  but  there  may  be 
some  law  embraced  in  the  Army  Regulations  which  I 
have  not  seen.  At  all  events,  the  President  appoints 
them  in  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  these  appointments  are  only  for  the  war, 
.  As  the  regulations  of  the  army  of  the  Confederate 
States  do  not  require  the  rank  of  major-general,  there 
is  no  pay  and  no  8ta,fl  appointed  for  it ;  but  I  ex- 
pect to  have  two  aides,  and  at  lejist  an  adjutant- 
general.  I  am  making  uj)  my  staff  slowly,  in  conse- 
quence of  desiring  to  secure  a  good  one,  and  some  of 
them  being  at  a  distance.  My  promotion  places  me 
between  a  brigadier  and  a  full  general ;  but  I  don't 
think  that  either  a  major-general  or  a  full  general 
will  be  (Hiid  any  more  than  $301  per  month  (the  pay 
of  a  brigadier*,  but  as  commander  of  an  army  my 
additional  ptiy  is  $100,  making  in  all  $401  per  month. 
I  send  you  a  check  for  i?U'00,  which  I  wish  invested 
in  l^'oiifederato  bonds,  as  I  think,  as  far  as  ]M>8sible, 
persons  shonld  take  Confedenite  bonds,  so  as  to  re- 
lievo the  government  from  any  i>ecuniary  pressure. 
You  h.id  iH'tter  not  sell  your  coupons  from  the  lK>nds, 
as  t  understand  they  are  paid  in  gold,  but  let  the 
Confederacy  keep  lh«  gold.    Citizens  should  not  re- 
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cent  of  gold  from  the  government  when  it  is 
e.  The  only  objection  to  parting  with  your 
coupons  is,  that,  if  they  are  payable  in  gold,  it  will  be 
tating  ju8t  80  much  out  of  the  Treasury,  when  it  needs 
all  it  hns.  Give  my  love  and  congratulations  to  Will- 
iam [his  brother-in-law,  Major  W.  W.  Morrison]  upon 
ii8  promotion.  I  saw  Captain  Barringer  at  Manas- 
sas, and  his  regiment  of  cavalry  presented  a  fine  ap- 
Jiearance.  I  send  you  a  letter  announcing  that  Amy 
[his  faithful  old  servant]  has  gone  to  a  better  world. 
"The  teiirs  came  to  my  eyes  more  than  once  while  read- 
ing it." 

The  following  extracts  from  letters  to  a  gentleman 

Lexington  will  show  that  he  took  time  to  attend 

Twth  to  the  temporal  and  spiritual  interests  of  his  ser- 

"TOits,  even  in  the  midst  of  absorbing  military  occu- 

pktions: 

"I  desire,  if  practicable,  that  my  boys  shall  have 

the  opportunity  of  attending  the  colored  Sabbath- 

Mbool  in  Lexington,  if  it  is  still  in  operation.    I  am 

glad  to  hear  that  they  are  both  well,  and  I  trust, 

liirongh  the  blessing  of  an  overruling  Providence,  they 

L  itill  serve  you  faithfully.    It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 

I  they  are  in  such  good  hands  as  yours.  .  .  .  Should  you 

1  not  need  George,  please  hire  Iiini  to  some  suitable 

'  petjoB,  with  the  condition  that,  if  in  or  near  town,  he 

I   w  reqaired  to  attend  Sabbath-school;  ami  wherever 

Be  may  be,  let  him  be  required  to  attend  church  at 

I  Milable  times,  as  I  am  very  desirous  that  the  spiritual 

'  iWerests  of  my  servants  shall  be  attended  to.  .  .  . 

1  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  taking  such  good 
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care  of  my  lot.  Any  expense  that  you  may  incur  in 
keeping  up  fences,  etc.,  please  let  me  kTiow,  and  I  will 
settle  it.  I  did  uot  expect  to  hear  of  the  grass  taking 
so  well.  Please  sell  the  wheat  and  deix)sit  the  pro- 
ceeds in  the  Bank  of  Rockbridge." 

The  new  and  enlarged  field  of  labor  to  which  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  been  promoted  required  some  addi- 
tions to  his  stalf.  and  in  consequence  lie  received  many 
applications  from  persons  desiring  to  secure  these  po- 
sitions either  for  tliemselves  or  their  friends  and  rela- 
tives.    In  writing  upon  this  subject  he  says : 

"  My  desire  is  to  get  a  staff  specially  qualified  for 
their  specific  duties,  and  that  will  render  the  greatest 
possible  amount  of  service  to  their  country." 

In  response  to  another  request  his  reply  waa: 
"  Your  letter,  and  also  that  of  my  much-esteemed 

friend,  Hon.  Mr, in  behalf  of  Mr. ,  reacheil 

me  to-day ;  and  I  hasten  to  reply  that  I  liave  no 
place  to  which,  at  present,  I  can  jjroperly  assign  him, 
I  kne>v  Mr. personally,  and  was  favorably  im- 
pressed by  him.  But  if  a  pei-soh  desires  office  in  these 
times,  the  best  thing  for  him  to  do  is  at  once  to  pitch 
into  service  somewhere,  and  work  with  such  energy, 
zeal,  and  success  as  to  impress  those  around  him  with 
the  conviction  that  such  are  his  merits  he  must  be 
advanced,  or  the  interest  of  the  public  service  must 

suffer.     If  Mr, should  mention  the  subject  to 

you  again,  I  think  you  might  not  only  do  him,  but  the 
country,  good  service  by  reading  this  part  of  my  letter 
to  him.  My  desire  is  to  make  merit  the  basis  of  my 
reoommendations  and  selections." 
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ITe  neTCP  appointed  a,  man  to  a  responsible  position 
J  without  knowing  all  about  hiin.  lie  would  make 
V'^iieniost  minute  inquiries.  "Was  he  intelligent  f  "Was 
»e  faithful  ?  Was  bo  industrious  ?  JJid  li^  <jtt  vjj 
This  was  a  great  point  with  him.  If  a  man 
&  wanting  in  any  of  these  qualifications,  he  would 
»jeet  him,  however  highly  recommended.  !No  feeling 
<:*f  peraonal  partiality,  no  feeling  of  friendship,  was 
^^owetl  to  interfere  with  his  duty.     lie  felt  that  the 

Fvterests  at  stiike  were  too  great  to  be  sacrificed  to 
aivoritism  or  friendship. 
To  his  wife  he  ivrites  from  Winchester,  November 
LOtb: 
"  Don't  you  tremble  when  you  see  that  you  have 
*«  read  such  a  long  letter,  for  I'm  going  to  write 
» t  just  as  full  as  it  can  hold.     And  you  wish  that  I 
*^oalJ  have  my  headquarters  at  Mr.  Grigsby'si     I  tell 
>"ou  this  is  a  much  better  place  for  my  pet.    You  can 
tiftTe  jilenty  of  society  of  charniing  ladies  here,  and 
^IieRev,  Mr.  (Jraham.  our  Presbyterian  minister,  lives 
it  the  second  liouse  from  here,  his  door  being  only 
aboat  thirty   yards   from  our  gate.     This  house  be- 
lonpt  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sloove,  of  the  Fourth 
Virginia  Volunteers,  and  has  a  large  yard  around  it. 
The  situation  is  beautiful.    The  building  is  of  cottage 
L        style  anil  contains  six  rootiis,    I  have  two  rooms,  one 
I       above  the   other.      My  lower  room,  or  office,  has  a 
F       watting  on  the  floor,  a  large  fine  table,  six  chairs,  and 
.t  piano.    The  walls  are  papered  ivith  elegant  gill 
(«per.     I   don't   remember  to   have  ever  seen  more 
'".'autiful  papering,  and  there  are  five  paintings  hang- 
ing on  the  walls.     If   I   only  lind   my  little  woman 
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here,  the  room  would  be  set  off.  The  np|>er  room  is 
neat,  but  not  a  full  story,  and  is.  I  may  say.  only  ra- 
niarkable  for  being  heated  in  a  peculiar  manner,  by 
a  flue  from  the  office  below.  Through  the  blessing  of 
our  ever-kind  Ueuvenly  Father,  I  urn  quite  coniforlr 
able.  I  have  much  work  to  perform,  and  wouldn't 
liave  much  time  to  talk  to  my  darling  except  at  night ; 
but  then  tliere  is  so  much  pleasant  society  among 
the  ladies  hero  that  you  could  pass  your  time  very 
agreeably.  1  hope  to  send  for  you  just  as  soon  as  I 
can  do  so.  with  the  assurance  that  I  am  in  winter- 
quarters,*' 

It  can  readily  be  imagined  with  what  delight 
General  Jackson's  domestic  plans  for  the  winter  were 
haile<1  by  me,  and  without  waiting  for  the  promised 
"  aide "  to  be  sent  on  as  my  escort,  I  joined  some 
friends  who  were  going  to  Richmond,  where  I  spent 
a  few  days  to  shop,  procure  u,  imssport,  and  to  awuit 
an  escort  to  Winchester.  The  latter  was  soon  found 
in  a  kind-hearted  hut  absent-minded  old  clergyman, 
who  occupied  himself  so  assiduously  in  taking  care  of 
the  little  woman  he  had  in  charge  that  he  entirely 
forgot  to  look  after  her  baggage  (a  very  necessary 
precaution  in  the  uptnrned  and  disjointed  condition 
in  which  tlie  country  then  was),  and  the  result  was  a 
lost  trunk !  We  travelled  by  stage-coach  from  Stras- 
burg.  and  were  told,  before  reaching  Winchester,  that 
General  Jackson  ivas  not  there,  having  gone  with  his 
command  on  an  expedition  to  demolish  Dam  No.  5 
on  the  Cliesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal.  It  was  there- 
fore with  a  feeling  of  sad  disappointment  and  loneli- 
ness that  I  alightiHl  from  the  stagecoach  in  front  of 
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_Tliir's  Hotel  at  midnight  in  the  early  part  of  dreary, 
Did  December,  and  no  husband  to  meet  me  with  a 
1  welcome.      By  the  dim  lamp-light   I  noticed  a 
lall  group  of  soldiers  standing  on  the  sidewalk,  but 
Y  remained  as  silent  spectators,  and  my  escort  led 
t  up  the  long  stairway,   doubtless   feeling  dlsop- 
%inted  himself  that  he  still  had  me  on  his  hands. 
Just  before  reaching  the  landing  1  turned  to  look 
tiack,  for  one  iigure  among  that  group  looked  start- 
lingly  familiar,  but  as  he  had  not  come  forward,  I 
f  d[  iliat  I  nmst  be  mistaken.     However,  my  back- 
"vianl  glance  did  reveal  an  officer  muffled  up  in  a 
*Tiilitary  overcoat,  and  cap  dmwn  down  over  his  eyes, 
following  us  in  rapid  pursuit,  and  by  the  time  we 
XTpre  upon  the  top  step  a  pair  of  strong  arms  caught 
Hpaeia  the  rear;  the  captive's  head  was  thrown  back, 
^Hwidsbe  was  kissed  again  and  a^in  by  her  husband, 
^^Riefore  she  could  realize  the  delightful  surprise  ho  had 
^BfipTen  her.     The  good  old  minister  chuckled  gleefully, 
^Wnd  was  no  doubt  a  sincere  sharer  in  the  joy  and 
^  THief  experienced  by  his  charge.     When  I  asked  my 
husband  why  he  did  not  come  forwani  when  I  got 
'pirt  of  the  coa«h,  he  said  ho  wanted  to  assure  himself 
tiiat  it  was  his  oivn  wife,  as  ha  didn't  want  to  com- 
mit the  blunder  of  kissing  anybody  else's  espom.     He 
li.id  returned  but  a  few  houi-s  before  to  spend  the 
.Sablmtb  in  Winchester,  and  with  the  hope  of  my 
arrival  upon  the  midnight  stage. 
On  Monday  morning,  bright  and  early,  he  sent  a 
Bputiiber  of  toleg^ms  In  search  of  the  missing  trunk, 
^Wbich,  by  the  way,  contained  some  valued  treasui-es. 
^■bad  had  also,  while  in  Eichmond,  been  replenished 
^pritb  numerous  new  and  pretty  additions  to  its  ward- 
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robe,  just  for  that  winter  in  Winchester ;  and  in  those 
war  times  of  blockade  and  scarcity,  such  things  were 
doubly  prized.  But  the  telegraph  failed  to  bring  any 
tidings  of  the  trunk,  and  forthwith  the  aide  who  was 
to  have  been  my  escort  was  despatched  to  Eichiuond 
ill  pursuit  of  it.  In  a  few  days  he  returned  with  the 
discouraging  report  that  he  was  unsuccessful  in  every 
effort  to  trace  tlie  lost  piece  of  baggage.  So,  giving 
it  up  in  despair,  I  addressed  myself  to  the  task  of 
supplying  the  necessities  of  the  situation.  It  was.  of 
course,  impossible  to  replace  the  beautiful  Richmond 
outfit ;  but  notwithstanding  this  great  loss,  my  happi- 
ness was  unalloyed  so  long  as  I  was  privileged  to  be 
with  my  husband  and  the  charming  friends  I  found 
in  Winchester.  However,  after  the  kpse  of  three 
whole  weeks,  what  ivas  ray  surprise  one  day  to  see 
my  long-lost  trunk  safely  placed  within  my  room,  and 
its  recovery  was  all  the  more  gratifying  because  my 
good  husband,  during  all  those  weeks,  bad  not  cense<l 
to  continue  the  search  for  it,  and  his  letters  to  ollictals 
and  friends  had  proved  instrumental  in  finding  the 
trunk  securely  locked  up  in  Kichmond  as  lost  bag- 
gage! It  was  speetlijy  sent  on  by  express,  the  con- 
tents found  to  be  intact,  and  ivere  all  the  more 
appreciated  on  account  of  the  deprivation  endured  by 
their  temporary  loss. 

My  husband  was  fortunate  enough  to  engage  board 
for  us  both  with  the  Kev.  J.  R.  Graham,  in  whoso 
dehghtful  Christian  family  we  spent  as  happy  a  win- 
ter as  ever  falls  to  the  lot  of  mortals  on  this  earth. 
Winchester  was  rich  in  happy  homes  and  pleasant 
people,  in  social  refinement  and  elegant  hospitality ; 
and  the  extreme  kindness  and  appreciation  shoivn  to 
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General  Jackson  by  all,  bound  us  both  to  them  so 
Josely  and  ivarmly  that  ever  after  that  winter  he 
^ed  the  place  our  '■  war  home." 
Among  the  many  excellent  matrons  there  were 
Wo  who  specially  won  our  hearts — Mrs.  Robert  Y. 
ktnrad  and  Mrs,  Anne  Tucker  Magill.  These  ladies 
rere  conspicuous  for  their  lovely  Christian  characters 
-being  foremost  in  all  good  works,  in  the  hospitals 
daistering  to  tlie  soldiers— and  wherever  thej'  went 
icir  lives  were  devoted  to  the  relief  of  suffering  and 
l>  doing  good.  Both  were  descended  from  old  Vir- 
ioia  families,  true  specimens  of  patrician  blood. 
Irs.  Conrad,  even  in  the  decline  of  life,  retained 
Mch  lieauty,  of  brunette  style,  and  in  manner  was 
t  most  gentle  and  gracious  lady.  Several  of  her 
ians  were  gallant  soldiers  in  the  army,  and  her  two 
foang  daughters  inherited  their  mother's  grace  and 
Wnty. 

I  Mra,  Magill  was  of  the  house  of  John  Randolph,  of 
Eoftooke.  and  a  sister  of  Hon.  John  Randolph  Tucker, 
Vil^nia's  honored  statesman  ^  a  man  known  not 
niily  in  Virginia,  but  in  all  the  South,  as  in  the  very 
front  rank  of  Congress  and  of  statesmen;  and  in 
social  life  a  man  "of  infinite  jest,"  but  withal  an 
iroest  Christian.  This  family  seemed  to  possess  as 
inheritance  the  richest  vein  of  humor,  in  addition 
mental  endowments.  It  would  be  difficult 
ibe  the  sunshine  which  irradiate<l  the  very 
nee  as  well  as  the  whole  life  of  Mrs.  Magill, 
General  Jackson  designated  as  '"inimitable," 
onoe  heard  the  face  of  a  woman,  who  united  the 
Lfest  beauty  to  the  utmost  sweetness  of  disposition, 
rnbed  as  "a  love  letter  to  all  the  world,"     This 
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would  apply  exactly  to  Mra.  MagUl,  wbo  was  the  im- 
personation of  love  and  kin<lnes.s,  and  lier  natoral 
buoyancy  of  temperament  was  heightened  by  her 
beautiful  Cbristiaii  faith  and  trust.  In  her  General 
Jackson  found  a  spirit  congenial  to  his  own.  and  so 
admired  her  bright  and  ratliant  disposition  that  he 
often  said  to  his  wife  tlrnt  when  she  grew  to  be  an 
old  lady,  he  hoped  she  would  lie  "just  like  Jlrs, 
Magill !"  She  was  the  mother  of  my  hostess  and 
friend,  Mrs.  Graham,  and  when  1  became  a  member 
of  her  daughter's  family  she  said  she  must  sulopt  me 
as  her  daughter  too,  and  during  all  my  sojourn  slie 
lavished  upon  mo  the  loving  attentions  of  a  mother 
to  a  child.  One  day  in  every  week  our  whole  house- 
hold dined  with  her,  and  I  shall  never  forget  those 
delightful  reunions.  She  was  blest  with  several 
tlaughters,  whose  cordial  manners  and  sweet  music 
made  their  home  charming  to  visitors. 

I  recall  a  very  amusing  scene  which  occurred  in 
Mr,  Graham's  parlor,  showing  Mrs.  Magill's  playful 
humor.  A  number  of  visitors,  including  several 
young  officers,  were  spending  the  evening,  and  as 
they  were  about  breaking  up,  Mrs.  Magill  and  a 
young  captain  of  artillery  began  to  fight  a  most 
ridiculous  battle— the  captain  seizing  a  chair  as  his 
cannon  and  pointing  its  baok  at  Mrs.  Magdl.  The 
fun  became  contagious,  and  soon  everylKxly  in  the 
room  took  sides,  drawmg  out  the  chairs  as  pieces  of 
artillery,  amid  such  noise  and  laughter  that  General 
ifackson,  who  was  in  his  room  up-stairs,  came  down 
to  see  what  it  was  all  about.  Taking  in  at  a  glance 
the  broad  humor  of  the  occasion,  he  said,  sharply ; 
"Captain  Marye,  when  the  engagement  is  over,  you  will 
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lend  in  an  official  report."    The  uproar  of  this  niirth- 

ptovoking  scene  was  heard  far  out  into  the  street,  and 

■«*-oaid  not  have  been  suspected  as  coining  from  a 

artacher's  houae,  and  yet,  if  I  mistake  not,  his  rever- 

«  lyas  one  of  the  most  furious  combatants  on  the 

1b  of  his  raotber-in-law  ! 

r  The  Winchester  ladies  were  among  the  most  famous 

i  Virginia  housekeepers,  and  lived  in  a  great  deal  of 

Id-fashioned  elegance  and  profusion.  The  old  border 

fttivn  had  not  then  changed  hands  with  the  conflicting 

miies,  ns  it  waa  destined  to  do  so  raany  times  during 

e  war.      Under  the  rose  -  coloi'e<l  light  in  which  I 

"Tewed  everrtbing  that  winter,  it  seemed  to  me  that 

ID  people  conldhave  been  more  cultivated,  attractive, 

ftand  noble -hearted.     The  memories  of  that  sojourn 

■II  our  "  war  liomo  "  are  among  the  most  precious  and 

■swred  of  my  whole  life.     It  was  there  that  I  was 

Iferrailted  to  be  the  longest  time  with  my  husband 

Jiher  he  entered  the  army.     He  was  in  such  fine  health 

*Di  spirits  that,  with  the  exception  of  tlie  Itomney 

Inpedition.  there  was  nothing    to  mar  the  perfect 

■Kjoyment  of  those  three  blessed  months. 

Xo  sooner  had  General  Jackson,  with  his  gallant 
KtlMiewall   Brigade,   taken    up    his    lieadquarters    at 

■  Winchester,  than  petitions  came  pouring  in  from  the 
ivttl  people  along  the  border  counties  of  Virginia, 

■p&ying  for  protection,  and  this  he  promised  them  so 
llwiii  as  he  could  get  more  reinforcements.  In  the 
jftn^i  bwly  of  cavalry  which  he  found  at  Winchester. 

■  'conspicuous  officer  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Turner 
I  Aahby,  whom  General  Jackson  placed  in  command  of 
Ihiscayidry  after  consolidating  all  the  companies  into 
I  aregiment.      At  the  beginning  of  the  war  this  y<-'ung 
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soldier  raised  a  corapjiny  of  volunteers,  and  during 
the  summer  campaign  lie  Iiad  been  engaged  in  the 
first  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and  distinguisbed 
bimself  by  bis  gallantry  and  coumje.  He  was  as 
brave  and  chivalrous  a  gentleman  as  ever  drew  sword, 
and  when  he  received  his  trust  from  General  Jack- 
son he  kept  it  with  unwearied  zeal  until  he  fell  in 
the  cause  to  which  he  had  given  his  life.  His 
brother,  Captain  Kichard  Ashby,  whom  he  had  loved 
with  unusual  tenderness  and  devotion,  and  who  was  his 
equal  in  courage  and  heroism,  had  fallen  by  the  hand 
of  the  foe,  and  tliis  terrible  stroke  inspired  Turner 
Ashby  with  a  fearful  resolution  to  avenge  his  broth- 
er's death.  With  his  sad,  earnest  gray  eyes,  jet- 
black  hair  and  Howing  beiml,  his  lithe  and  graceful 
form  mounted  upon  a  siiijerb  steed,  lie  was  a  typical 
knight  of  the  (rolden  Horseshoe,  and  his  daring  and 
intrepid  exploits  soon  shed  a  halo  of  romance  around 
his  name,  and  made  it  one  of  terror  to  his  enemies. 
The  sound  of  his  well-known  yell  and  the  shout  of 
''  Ashhy !"  from  his  men  were  the  signal  for  a  tre- 
mendous charge  that  was  generally  victorious.  He 
was  an  invaluable  auxiliaiy  to  (leneral  Jackson  in 
guarding  the  outposts  of  the  army — his  coolness,  dis- 
cretion, and  untiring  vigilance  being  as  remarkable 
as  his  daring  and  bravery. 

Before  proceeiling  further  with  an  account  of  fien- 
eral  Jackson's  movements,  a  brief  glance  will  \>e  given 
at  the  situation  in  Northwestern  Virginia.  The  cam- 
paigns of  tlie  C'onfoderates  in  that  region  had  been  at- 
tended with  disaster  almost  from  the  beginning,  which 
had  been  a  source  of  great  grief  to  (Jeneral  Jackson : 
and  Ills  anxiety  to  be  sent  as  a  defender  to  the  loved 
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"home  of  his  boyhood  and  family"  has  already  been 
shown  in  his  letters.  General  McClellan,  crossing  the 
Ohio,  had  attacked  a  sraull  force  under  General  Rob- 
ert S,  Garnett,  ivho  was  kiUal  in  one  of  the  first  en- 
gagements of  the  war.  After  his  death  and  the  de- 
feai  (if  his  troops,  the  Confederate  government  sent 
out  a  larger  force,  under  General  Robert  E,  I^ee,  to 
oppose  Rosecrans,  who  had  sueceedetl  McClellan.  The 
high  reputation  of  General  I,ee  raised  great  hopes  of 
success;  but  owing  to  the  nature  of  tlie  country,  the 
mountains,  the  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the  superior 
nnmbers  of  the  enemy,  these  hopes  were  doomed  to 
disappointment. 

After  this  second  failure  of  the  campaign  even  in 
bands  so  competent  as  General  Lee's,  that  distin- 
guished officer  was  assigned  to  a  more  important 
command,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  Northwestern 
[>e])artinent  by  Brigadier-General  Loring.  Brigadier- 
Cieneral  Henry  R.Jackson  and  Colonel  Edward  John- 
»t»n,  of  this  command,  had  each  gallantly  repulsed  the 
enemy ;  but  their  successes  proved  to  be  fruitless  on 
account  <»f  their  forces  being  too  small  to  hold  any 
arromid  they  had  gaineil;  and  the  enemy  having  occu- 
pied the  counties  of  Hardy  and  Hampshire,  thereby 
l-b»Teatening  the  rear  of  the  Confederates,  they  were 
finally  forced  to  retreat  to  a  position  on  the  Shenan- 
doiUi  Mountain,  forty  miles  to  the  rear. 

Such  was  the  situation  in  the  Northwest  when  Gen- 
eral Jackson  arrived  at  Winchester,     And  so  anxious 
was  liB  to  engage  in  the  work  of  protecting  his  native 
region  that  he  urged  the  government  to  let  biin  have 
th«  trriops  under  Generals  Loring  and  Johnson,  and,  if 
toTequest  were  granted,  that  there  should  be  no  delay 


318  LIFE   OF   GENERAL   THOUAB   J.  JACKSOS. 

in  hurryitig  them  at  once  to  him  ;  and  with  these  rein- 
forcements he  proposed  to  nnilertiike  a  winter  Gun- 
pai^.  He  remembered  the  saying  of  Napoleon,  that 
"  an  active  winter's  campaign  is  less  liable  to  produce 
disease  than  a  sedentary  life  by  camp-fires  in  winter- 
quartere" — and  seeing  the  imminent  dangers  that 
were  threatening  the  country  from  delaj',  together 
with  the  immenso  resources  of  the  Northern  Army, 
he  was  eager  to  do  all  in  his  power,  feeling  that 
tlie  issues  involved  justitied  him  in  making  the  ex- 
periment. The  government  partly  acceded  to  his 
request,  but  did  not  furnish  him  with  all  the  troops 
tie  desired,  and  so  restricted  him,  both  in  force  and 
authority,  that  it  was  imiiossible  for  him  to  accom- 
plish all  that  he  h(>[>ed  and  expefcted,  A  letter  to 
the  War  Depaiinient  will  show  how  much  he  had 
rt>flected  u]K)n  this  suliject,  and  what  l>old  plans  he 
had  formed : 

"  IlEADqcAUTKBS,  Vai-lkt  District,  Nov.  aotli,  186L 
"  IIos.  J.  P.  Uksjamix,  Secretary  of  War : 

"8iH. — 1  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  reijuesting 
that  at  once  nil  the  troops  under  General  Loring  be 
ordon*d  to  this  jwint  ^ Winchester!.  Deeply  impressed 
with  the  iui{K>rtance  of  absolute  secrecy  respecting 
military'  ojwnitions.  I  have  made  it  a  point  to  say  but 
little  resjteeting  my  projxwed  movements  in  the  event 
of  sntHcient  reinforcements  arriving;  but  since  con- 
versing with  rjeutenanl  -  Colonel  J,  T,  L,  Preston. 
apon  his  retHm  from  (^neral  Loring,  and  ascertain- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  general's  forces.  I  rentare 
lo  resjiectfuity  unp*  that  after  concentrating  all  his 
Uoops  hOK,  an  au«inpt  sboald  be  aiade  to  at|)tiira 


Ibp  Federal    forces   at    Roiunoy.*     The   attack   on 
Itomnoy  would  probably  indut;e  McClellan  to  believe 
that  the  Amiy  of  the  Potomac  had  been  so  weakened 
«a  to  jostify  him  in  making  an  advance  on  Centre- 
ville:  but  elioald  this  not  induce  him  to  advance,  I 
cJo   not    believe   anything   will    during   the   present 
winter.     Should  the   Army   of  the  Potomac  be   at- 
tacked, I  would  be  at  once  prepared  to  reinforce  it 
with  my  pi-esent  volunteer  force,  increiaed  by  (ienei-al 
I-oring's.     After  repulsing  the   enemy  at  Manassas, 
let  the  troops  that  marched  on  Romney  return  to 
the  Valley  and  move  rapidly  westward  to  the  waters 
of  tbe  Monongahela  and  Little  Kanawha.    Should 
General  Kelly  be  defeated,  and  es])eeially  should  he 
be  captured,  I  believe  that  by  a  judicious  disposition 
of  the  militia,  a  few  cavalry,  and  a  small  number  of 
field-pieces,  no  additional  forces  would  be  required 
for  some  time  in  this  district.     Ideeni  it  of  great  im- 
portance that  Northwestern  Virginia  be  occupied  by 
Ponfederate  troops  this  winter.     At  present  it  is  to 
l>e   presumed  that  the  enemy  are  not  expecting  an 
attack  there,  and  the  i-esources  of  that  region  neces- 
»ikry  for  the  subsistence  of  our  troops  are  in  greater 
•i>undance  than  in  almost  any  other  season  of  tbe 
i'e«r.     Postpone  tlie  occupation  of  that  section  until 
spring,  and  we  may  exi)ect  to  find  the  enemy  i)re- 
pn-ml  for  us,  and  the  i-esources  to  which  I  have 
Perf«ri-e<l  greatly   exhausted.      I   know   that   what   I 
ha. -ve  proposed  will  bo  an  arduous  undertaking,  and 
Ca.nootl)e  accomphshcd  without  the  sacrifice  of  much 
p*Tsonal  comfort ;  but  I  feel  that  the  troops  will  be 

■ral  Kelly  was  then  nt  Rrnniicy  witli  a  foi'DO  ri'piiteil  to 
*»c  tliousfvnd  men,  to  cover  repiira  on  tlic  BuItiLiiure  oud 
<»  BailroBd. 
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prepared  to  make  this  sacrifice  when  animated  by 
the  prospect  of  iTiii»ortant  results  to  our  cause  and 
distinction  to  themselves.  It  may  be  urged  against 
this  plan  tliat  the  enemy  will  advance  on  Staunton 
and  Iluntersville.  I  am  well  satislied  that  such  a  step 
would  but  make  their  own  destruction  more  certain. 
Again,  it  may  be  said  that  General  Floyd  will  l)e  cut 
off.  To  avoid  this,  if  necessary,  the  general  has  only 
to  fall  back  towards  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Rail- 
road. When  Northwestern  Virginia  is  occupied  in 
force,  the  Kanawha  Valley,  unless  it  be  the  lower 
part  of  it,  must  be  evacuated  by  the  Federal  forces. 
or  otherwise  their  safety  will  be  endangered  bv  forc- 
ing a  column  across  the  Little  Kanawha,  lietween 
them  and  the  Ohio  River.  Admitting  that  the  season 
is  too  far  advanced,  or  tliat  from  other  causes  all 
cannot  be  accomplished  that  has  been  named,  yet 
through  the  blessing  of  God,  who  has  thus  far  so 
wonderfully  prospered  our  cause,  much  more  may  be 
expected  from  General  Loring's  troops  according  to 
this  prograTnme  than  can  be  expected  from  thevn 
wbere  they  are.  If  you  decide  to  order  them  here,  I 
trust  that,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  time,  all  the 
infantr^',  cavalry,  and  artillery  will  be  directed  to 
move  immediately  upon  the  reception  of  the  order. 
The  enemy,  about  five  tliousand  strong,  have  been  for 
some  time  slightly  fortifying  at  Romney.  and  have 
completed  their  telegraph  from  that  place  to  Green 
Spring  Depot.  Tlieir  forces  at  and  near  Williaros- 
port  are  estimated  as  high  as  five  thousand,  but  as 
yet  I  have  no  reliable  information  of  their  strength 
beyond  the  Potomac. 

"  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  T.  J.  Jackson.  Major- Gen  era!,  P.  A.  C.  S." 
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General  Johnston  eniloreed  this  letter  as  follows; 

"  CBsmEvtLLE,  Nov.  2Ist. 
"  Respectfully  forwarded.    I  submit  that  the  troops 
niwier  General  Loring  might  render  valuable  services 
by  taking  the  field  with  General  Jackson,  instead  of 
going  into  winter-ijuarters,  as  now  proposed. 

"J.  E.  Johnston,  General," 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  sending  General  Jackson's 
letter  to  General  Loring.  and  expressing  concurrence 
in  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  the  destruction  of  the 
enemy  for  him  to  advance  at  that  season  upon  Mon- 
terey and  Staunton,  said : 

"In  opposition  to  all  this,  we  have  the  views  of 
General  Lee  and  yourself  impliedly  given  in  the 
recommendation  to  guard  the  passes  through  the 
winter.  We  do  not  desire,  under  such  a  state  of 
tilings,  to  direct  the  movement  above  describeil,  with- 
out leaving  you  a  discretion,  and  the  President  wishes 
you  to  exercise  that  discretion.  If  upon  full  con- 
sideration you  think  the  proposed  movement  objec- 
tionable and  too  hazardous,  you  will  decline  to  make 
it,  and  so  inform  the  department.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
you  approve  it,  then  proceed  to  execute  it  as  promptly 
and  secretly  as  possible,  disguising  your  purjmse  as 
well  as  you  can,  and  forwarding  to  me  by  express  an 
explanation  of  your  projKJsed  action  to  be  communi- 
catud  to  General  Jackson." 


In  the  meantime,  while  awaiting  the  result  of  this 
H^  decision,  General  Jackson  determined  nut  to  remain 
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inactive,  and  taking  the  small  force  then  under  hia 
command,  early  in  December,  he  went  to  work  to 
destroy  Dam  No,  6  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
(^anal,  wiiich  ran  down  the  Potomac  from  Cumber- 
land, Maryland,  to  Washington.  This  canal  was  of 
great  importance  to  the  enemy  in  affording  them  the 
means  of  transporting  their  supjtiios  and  troops, 
especially  since  the  railroad  bridge  at  Harper's  Ferry 
had  been  burned.  Aa  Genei-al  Banks,  with  a  large 
force,  was  upon  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac, 
General  Jackson  despatched  his  militia  to  make  a 
feint  upon  Williamsixirt,  while  he,  with  the  rest  of 
his  troops,  repaired  to  the  dam,  the  destruction  of 
which  was  accomplishetl,  but  at  the  expense  of  great 
personal  tiiscomfort  and  suffering  to  his  men.  How- 
ever, they  proved  themselves  true  soldiers— many  of 
them  volunteering  to  enter  the  chill  waters  of  the 
Potomac,  and  working  like  beavers  for  four  cold  winter 
days  and  still  colder  nights,  waist-deep  in  water,  with 
the  Federal  cannon-bidis  booming  over  their  heads; 
but  only  one  j>oor  fellow  lost  his  life  from  the  gnns 
of  the  e»em.v.  Captain  IIolHiIay  (afterwards  an  hon- 
oreil  Governor  of  Virginia!,  of  the  Thirty-thiitl  Ge^- 
mont.  and  Captain  Robinson,  of  the  Twenty -seventh 
(all  Virginia  tiMopsl.  volunteered,  with  the  companies, 
to  go  into  the  river  aud  cut  out  the  cribs.  This  was 
done  under  lire  from  llie  Maryland  bank. 

Vleneral  Loring  decided  to  join  General  Jackson, 
«Qd  with  his  tn.>oi>3,  numbering  about  six  thousand 
mea,Birri\-«linWinrhosiertIwlatter|»rt  of  December. 
Thp  go\f  mineul  did  not  semi  Colonel  Edwanl  Ji>hn- 
SKUl's  tnx>{itiKlsu,  as  Jackson  bad  t«tjuestcd,  and  directed 
liorin^  to  retmn  comnuiml  of  his  o>vn  forces,  but  to.  actu 


I  umler  orders  from  Jackson.  The  enemy  having  f 
I  msina  of  the  towns  of  Bath,  Hancock,  and  Romney, 
I  which  gave  them  control  of  tlie  fertile  valley  of  the 
{south  branch  of  the  Potomac,  Jackson's  plan  was  to 
Bove  swiftly  upon  the  Bret  two  named  villageu,  and 
I  to  attack  Romney,  which  was  their  strongest 
It. 
The  morning  of  New  Tear's  Day  of  1S62  dawned 
vBpoQ  Winchester  with  all  the  glory  and  mildness  of  a 
■spring  day,  and,  the  roads  being  in  good  condition, 
General  Jackson  started  out  with  his  little  army  of 
about  eight  thousand  Jive  hundre<l  men,  five  battal- 
I  ions,  and  a  few  companies  of  cavalry,  all  moving  for- 
Ivtrd  with  alacrity  and  fine  spirits.  But  the  weatlier, 
Eirliich  on  the  Srst  day  had  been  so  jiropitious,  on  tlio 
cond  "  suddenly  changed  to  be  verj-  severe,  and  the 
■IBow  and  sleet  made  tlie  roads  almost  impassable  for 
■bulled  wagons,  unless  the  teams  were  specially  shod 
BArthe  purpose."  The  sufEerings  of  the  troops  were 
Bterrible,  as  the  frozen  state  of  the  roads  rendered  it 
Klni|K>B8ible  for  the  wagons  to  come  up  in  time,  and 
Ifcr  several  nights  the  soldiers  bivouacked  under  the 
■■oold  winter  sky  without  tents  or  blankets.  All  these 
tWilghipK  and  privations  Jackson  shared  with  the 
Itioojia,  and  trie<i  to  encourage  them  in  patient  en- 
liaranoe,  and  inspire  them  to  press  on.  Ills  own 
I  tommand  bore  up  with  great  fortitude  and  without 
I  murmuring,  but  the  adverse  weather  had  the  eifect 
I  *>!  greatly  intensifying  the  discontent  and  disgust  of 
I  luring  and  his  men,  who  had  from  the  first  been  dis- 
J inclined  to  a  winter  campaign;  and  an  unfortunate 
I  jealousy  springing  u])  between  the  two  commands, 
r  rauseil  an  immense  ani'iunt  of  ti'ouble  and  disappoint- 
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ment  to  Jai^ksoit,  a.m\  frustrated  much  of  the  success 
for  which  he  had  reason  to  hope.  Many  of  the 
malcontents  left  their  posts  on  the  plea  of  sickness 
and  returned  to  Winchester,  and  taunted  "Jackson's 
pet  Iambs,"  as  they  called  the  Stonewall  Brigade,  for 
their  foolhai-diness  in  following  a  leader  whom  they 
did  not  hesitate  to  denounce  as  rash  and  severe,  in 
dragging  men  through  a  winter  campaign  in  such 
arctic  weather.  Nevertheless,  this  mnch-abused  man 
and  his  brave  followers  pressed  on,  and  at  the  end 
of  a  three  days'  hard  march  they  reached  Bath,  bnt 
found  tlio  enemy  had  tied  without  stopping  to  make 
any  resistance,  leaving  behind  them  ail  their  stores 
and  provisions.  The  Coufoderates  pursued  the  fugi- 
tives, and  soon  overtook  them  near  Hancock,  and 
drove  them  into  that  village.  Colonel  Aahby  was 
sent  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  to  summon  the  place 
to  surrender,  and  was  led  bUndfold  through  the  streets 
into  the  presence  of  the  Federal  commander.  IBs 
name  had  so  often  caused  dismay  and  confusion 
among  their  troops  that  their  curiosity  was  greatly 
aroused  at  a  sight  of  the  dashing  young  cavalrj'man, 
and  as  they  thronged  around  him  he  heard  whispers 
of  "  That  is  the  famous  Ashby."  The  Feileral  cora- 
mamler  refused  to  surrender,  whereupon  General 
Jackson  cannonaded  the  town,  and  8|iecdily*drove  the 
Federal  forces  out  of  it.  It  was  his  design  to  cross 
the  Potomac  and  enter  Hancock,  but  he  says  in  his  re- 
port :  "  On  the  6th  the  enemy  were  reinforced  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  induce  me  to  believe  that  my  object 
could  not  l>e  accomplished  without  a  sacrifice  of  life. 
which  I  felt  unwilling  to  make,  as  Romney,  the  great 
object  of  the  expedition,  might  require  for  Its  recovery, 
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;d  especially  for  the  capture  of  the  troops  in  an<l  nuar 
there,  all  the  force  at  ray  disposal.  ...  As  the  t"nite<l 
States  troops  had  repeatedly  shelled  Shepherdstown, 
and  had  even  done  so  while  there  were  no  troojjs  in 
place,  and  it  was  not  used  as  a  means  of  defence, 
determined  to  intimate  to  the  enemy  that  such  out- 
must  not  be  repeated,  and  directed  a  few  TOunds 
from  McLaughlin^s  battery  to  be  tired  at  Hancock. 
The  invader  having  been  defeated  and  driven  aeross 
tbe  Potomac,  the  telegraph  Hue  broken  at  several 
lints,  and  the  railroad  bridge  iicroas  Great  Oaciipon 
itroyed,  tlins  throwing  material  obstacles  in  the 
,y,  not  only  in  transmitting  intelligence  from  Rom- 
to  Hancock,  but  also  of  receiving  reinforcements 
the  east,  arrangements  were  made  for  moving  on 
miiev. 

"The  next  day,  the  7th,  the  command  was  put  in 
motion.  .  .  .  Before  night  a  despatch  reiiched  me  giv- 
intelhgence  of  our  disaster  that  morning  at  Hang- 
Rock,  where  tlie  enemy  not  only  defeated  our 
iitia  under  Colonel  Monroe,  but  captured  two  guns. 
The  enemy  evacuated  Roniney  on  the  10th,  and 
town  was  soon  occupied  by  Sheetz's  and  Shand's 
ipanics  of  cavalry,  which  were  subsequently  fol- 
'ed  by  other  troops.  The  Federal  forces,  abandon- 
a  larfTO  number  of  tents  and  other  public  jiroperty, 
icli  fell  into  our  possession,  retreated  to  a  (Mint 
ween  the  railroad  bridge  across  Patterson's  Creek 
tbe  northwestern  branch  of  the  Potomac,  which 
as  for  as  they  could  retire  without  endangering 
safety  of  the  two  bridges.  Our  loss  in  the  ex- 
ition  in  killed  was  four;  in  wounded,  twenty-eight. 
Federal  loss  in   killed  and  wounded  not  ascer- 
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tained.  Sixteen  of  them  were  captured.  After  the 
arrival  in  Roraney  of  General  Loring's  leading  bri- 
gade, under  Colonel  Taliaferro,  1  designed  moving 
tt-ith  it,  Giirnett'3  brigade,  and  other  forces  on  an  ira- 
l)ortant  expedition  against  the  enemy,  but  such  was 
the  extent  of  demorulization  in  the  first-named  bri- 
gade as  to  render  the  abandonment  of  that  enterprise 
necessary.  Believing  it  imprudent  to  attempt  further 
movements  with  Loring's  command  against  the  Fed- 
erals, I  determinal  to  put  it  in  winter-quarters  in  tlie 
vicinity  of  Romney." 

On  hearing  of  the  apjiroaeh  of  Jaclison,  even  when 
they  were  over  a  day's  march  distant,  the  Federals, 
though  superior  in  numbers,  fled  from  Romney  in  such 
haste  that  they  left  their  tents  standing,  and  much  of 
their  equipage  behind  them.  In  their  track  of  retreat 
they  left  ruin  and  desolation  everywhere.  The  dwell- 
ings of  the  rich  and  poor  alike,  the  factories,  milla, 
and  churches  were  burned  or  wantonly  desecrate<l ; 
widows  and  orphans  driven  from  their  homes,  and  the 
torch  a))ptied  to  them ;  and  even  the  domestic  ani- 
mals—everything that  could  be  useful  to  man— were 
either  taken  away  or  shot  down.  For  fifteen  miles  it 
was  one  continuous  scene  of  smoking  ruins  and  dev- 
astation. In  his  otticial  report  General  Jackson  thus 
alludes  to  ttiese  atrocities : 

"'  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  close  this  report  witJi- 
out  alluding  to  the  conduct  of  the  reprobate  Federal 
commanders,  who.  in  Hampshire  County,  have  not 
only  burned  valuable  mill  property,  but  also  many 
private  houses.    Tiio  track  from  Romney  to  Uanging 
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Rock,  a  Jislance  of  fifteen  miles,  was  ooe  of  desola- 
tion. The  number  of  dead  animals  lying  along  the 
roadside,  ivhere  they  had  been  shot  by  the  eileiny,  exem- 
plified the  8i»irit  of  that  part  of  the  Northern  army." 

General  Jackson's  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
fruits  of  this  expedition  will  be  shown  by  a  quota- 
tion from  his  report : 

"  On  January  2d  thei-e  was  not,  from  the  informa- 
tion I  could   gather,  a  single  loyal  man   in    Morgan 
County    who   could    remain    at    home    with    safety. 
Within  less  than  four  days  the  enemy  had  been  de- 
featetl,  their  baggage  captured;  and  by  teaching  the 
Federal  authorities  a  lesson,  that  a  town  claiming 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  lay  under  our  guns ; 
Shepherdstown  protected,  which  had  repeatedly  be- 
fore, though  not  since,  been  shelled ;  the  railroad  com- 
tnanication  with  Hancock  broken  ;  all  that  ])ortioH  of 
the   county  east   of   the  Great   CacajMn   recovered; 
Romney  and  a  large  part  of  Hampshire  County  evac- 
uated by  the  enemy  without  the  tiring  of  a  gun  ;  the 
«?neniy  had  fled  from  the  western  part  of  Hardy,  had 
l>een  forced  from  the  offensive  to  the  defensive — 
XBiider  these  circumstances,  judge   what   must  have 
t»««n  my  astonishment  at  reneiving  from  the    Becre- 
t-s^rr  of  War  the  following  despatch;  "Our  news  in- 
*S.  icates  that  a  movement  is   being  made  to  cut  off 
<^-ieDeral    Loring's    command.      Order   him   back   to 
^^^inchester  immediately.'" 

■  From  the  report  of  General  Loring  and  his  com- 

VViaaTiil.it  seems  that  the  military  circles  of  the  Con- 

'I©<leracy  at  Richmond  had  been  made  to  believe  that 
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they  were  the  victims  of  a  crazy  leader,  whose  mad 
career  must  be  stopped  iit  once  for  the  safety  of  Ixir- 
ing  and  his  men,  if  not  for  tlie  country,  General 
Jackson,  with  the  Stonewall  Brigade,  had  returned  to 
Winchester,  leaving  Loring's  foree,  which  was  the 
larger  part  of  his  command,  in  winter-quarters  near 
Bomney,  with  the  confident  expectation  that,  since  he 
had  cleared  out  all  that  region  of  the  enemy,  Jx)riag 
would  be  safe,  and  able  to  defend  himself  against  any 
future  attack,  and,  besides,  be  was  near  enough  to  go  to 
him  in  case  of  danger.  It  can  readily  be  seen,  there- 
fore, how  inexplicable  to  liira  seemed  this  order  from 
the  War  Department.     In  his  report  he  contii 

'•  I  proin]»tly  coiin>lied  with  the  order,  but  in  do- 
ing so  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  my  con- 
ditional resignation.  Up  to  that  time,  God,  who  bos 
so  wonderfully  blessed  us  daring  the  war,  had  given 
great  success  to  the  efforts  for  protecting  loyal  citizens 
in  their  rights,  and  in  recovering  and  holding  territory 
in  this  district  which  had  been  overrun  by  the  enemy. 
It  ia  true  that  our  success  caused  much  exi>osure  and 
suffering  to  the  command.  Several  nights  the  troops 
liad  to  bivouac,  notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  their  tents  not  coming  up  on  account  of  the 
bad  condition  of  the  roads ;  yet  every  command,  except 
part  of  General  Loring's,  bore  up  under  these  hardaliips 
with  the  fortitude  becoming  i)atriotic  soldi 

.  .  ,  "  General  Loring's  evacuation  of  Romney  and 
return  to  the  vicinity  of  Winchester  was  the  beginning 
of  disastoi's.  TJie  enenay,  who  up  to  that  time  had  been 
acting  on  the  defensive,  suddenly  changed  to  the  offen 
Btve  and  advanced  on  Komney  ;  next,  drove  our  trcx^ 


[  Moorefield  on  the  12th  of  this  month  [Febru- 
uv);  two  clays  after  forced  onr  militia  from  Blooniery 
Pass,  thus  coming  to  within  twenty-one  miles  of  Win- 
chister,  and  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners." 

PerhajB  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  was,  in 
his  turn,  somewhat  suqirised  nt  receiving  the  follow- 
ing reply  to  his  peremptory  order  to  GeneralJackson : 

■■  HEADQrARTERS,  V.iLLET  DiBTRiCT,  Jan.  3lBt,  1883, 
"Bos.  J.  p.  Benjamin  : 

"Srii, — Your  order  requiring  me  to  direct  General 
kring  to  return  with  his  command  to  Winchester 
Wbeen  received  and  promptly  complied  with.  With 
ancli  interference  in  ray  command,  I  cannot  expect  to 
lie  of  much  service  in  the  field,  and  I  accordingly  re- 
sfiecttully  request  to  be  onleretl  to  j-epoit  for  tiuty  to 
tjje  Superintendent  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute 
'M  Lexington,  as  has  Iwen  done  in  the  case  of  other 
ifessors.  Should  this  application  not  bo  granted,  I 
spectfully  request  that  the  President  will  accept  luy 
"  latioD  from  the  army. 
3  am,  air,  very  reajwctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"  T.  J.  Jackbou, 
•'  Major- General,  P.  A.  C.  S." 

f  This  letter  was,  of  course,  submittal   to  General 
»n,  the  chief  commander  of  the  department, 
lio,  in  forwarding  it,  wrote  upon  it  this  endorsement : 

"  nKAOqUABTEItS,  CENTtlEVlLLK,  Feb,  7tll,  1389, 

"  Respectfully  forwarded  with  great  regret.     I  don't 
Siow  how  the  li>ss  of  this  officer  can  be  aui)plie<l. 
leneral  officers  are  much  wanted  in  this  department. 
'*  J,  E.  Johnston,  General." 
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General  Johnston  also  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
General  Jackson : 

"  Februni-y  3ti. 
"  Majok-General  Jacksok  : 

'■  My  deak  Friend, — I  have  just  read,  and  with  pro- 
found regret,  your  letter  of  January  31st  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  asking  to  he  relieved  from  your  present 
command,  either  by  an  order  to  the  Virginia  Military 
Institute  or  the  acceptance  of  your  resignation.  Let 
me  beg  you  to  reconsider  this  matter.  Under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  a  due  sense  of  one's  own  dignity, 
as  well  as  care  for  professional  character  and  otHcial 
rights,,  would  demand  such  a  course  as  yours ;  but  the 
character  of  this  war,  the  great  energy  exhibited  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  danger  in 
which  our  very  existence  as  an  independent  people 
lies,  require  sacrifices  from  us  all  who  have  been  edu- 
cated as  soldiers,  I  receive  my  information  of  the 
order  of  which  you  have  such  cause  to  complain  from 
your  letter.  Is  not  that  as  great  an  official  wrong  to 
me  as  the  order  itself  is  to  you?  Let  us  dispassion- 
ately reason  with  the  government  on  this  subject  of 
command,  and  if  we  fail  to  influence  its  practice,  then 
ask  to  be  relieved  from  positions  the  authority  of 
which  is  exercised  by  the  War  Dejrartment  while  tho 
responsibilities  are  left  to  us.  I  have  taken  the  Hlwr- 
ty  to  detain  your  letter  to  make  this  appeal  to  your 
patriotism,  not  merely  from  warm  feelings  of  personal 
regard,  but  from  the  official  opinion  whicli  makes  nie 
regard  you  as  necessary  to  the  service  of  the  countrj' 
in  your  present  position. 

"  Very  truly  yours, 

"  J,  E.  Johnston." 
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General  Jackson  also  a^Idi-essed  tlie  folloiving  note 
I  to  General  Johnston's  adjutant-general : 

■■  HEADQCAiiTKBa,  Valley  District,  Feb.  1st,  1862. 
"  Major  Thomas  G,  Rbktt,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
"  Major, — The  Secretary  of  War  stated,  in  the  order 
I  requiring  General  Loring's  command  to  fall  back  to 
I  this  place  immediately,  that  he  had  been  informed  that 
IHie  command  was  in  danger  of  being  cut  off.  Such 
r  danger,  I  am  well  satisfied,  does  not  exist,  nor  did  it, 
'  in  ray  opinion,  exist  at  the  time  the  order  was  given, 
and  1  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  the  order 
be  countermanded,  and  that  General  Loring  be  re- 
quired to  return  with  his  command  to  the  vicinity  of 
Romney. 
^H  "  Respectfully, 

^H  "  T.  J.  Jackson, 

^B  "Major-General,  P.  A.C.  S.,  commanding." 

Hwh. 
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"  Endorsement : 

"  Ce-vtrkville,  Feb.  fitli,  1802. 
'"  Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
whose  orders  I  cannot  countermand. 

"  J.  E.  JoiixsToN,  General." 


In  his  late  expedition.  General  Jackson  had  received 
but  little  aid  from  the  government.  The  disaffection 
of  General  Loring  and  his  men  had  l>een  enough  to  dis- 
coumge  and  seriously  affect  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise. Jackson  had  endured  with  his  command  all  the 
rigors  and  hanlships  of  an  exceptionally  severe  winter. 
And  yet,  in  the  face  of  all  these  obstacles,  he  hatl  with 
his  heroic  little  band  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy 
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from  every  point  he  Iiail  attacked,  anil  had  recovered 
his  entire  district.  When  it  was  urged  ujmn  him  that 
he  should  be  willing  to  make  sacritices  to  serve  his 
country  in  her  time  of  sore  need,  he  exclaimed  :  "  Sac- 
rifices 1  have  I  not  made  them  ?  "What  is  my  life  here 
but  a  daily  sacrifice  ?  Nor  shall  I  ever  witldiold  sacri- 
fices for  my  country,  where  they  avail  anything.  I 
intend  to  ser\'e  her  anj'where,  in  any  way  in  which  I 
am  permitted  to  do  it  with  effect,  even  if  it  be  us  a 
private  soldier.  But  if  this  method  of  making  war  is 
to  prevail,  which  they  seek  to  establish  in  my  case,  the 
country  is  ruined.  My  duty  to  her  requires  that  I 
shall  utter  my  protest  against  it  in  the  most  energetic 
form  in  my  power,  and  that  is  to  resign."  He  also 
wrote  to  Governor  Letcher,  requesting  him  to  use  his 
influence  in  having  him  ordered  back  to  the  Institute, 
saying  the  order  from  the  War  Department  "  was 
given  without  consulting  me,  and  is  abandoning  to  the 
enemy  wliat  has  cost  much  preparation,  exi>ense,  and 
exposure  to  secure,  and  is  in  direct  conflict  with  my 
military  plans,  and  implies  a  want  of  confidence  in  my 
capacity  to  judge  when  General  Loring's  troops  should 
faJl  back,  and  is  an  attempt  to  control  military  opera- 
tions in  detail  from  the  Secretary's  desk  at  a  distance. 
I  have,  for  the  reasons  set  fortli  in  iho  accompanying 
pa|>er,  requested  to  be  ordered  back  to  the  Institntv. 
and  if  this  is  denied  me,  then  to  have  my  resignation 
accepted,  I  ask  as  a  s[>ecial  favor  that  you  will  liave 
me  ordered  back  to  the  Institute.  As  a  single  order 
like  that  of  the  Secretary's  may  destroy  the  entire 
fruits  of  a  campaign,  I  cannot  reasonably  expect,  if 
my  operations  are  thus  to  bo  interfere<i  with,  to  be  of 
much  service  in  the  field.     A  sense  of  duty  brought 


"NO,  NO:  I  MUST  REaiatTI 


me  into  the  field,  and  has  thus  far  ke]»t  me.  It  now 
appears  to  be  my  duty  to  return  to  the  Institute,  and 
I  hope  that  you  will  leave  no  stone  unttinied  to  get 
me  there.  If  I  ever  acquired,  through  the  blessing  of 
Providence,  any  influence  over  troops,  this  undoing  my 
work  by  the  Secretary  may  greatly  diminish  that  in- 
fluence. I  regard  the  recent  expe<iition  as  a  great  buc- 
.  .  I  desire  to  say  nothing  against  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.     I  take  it  for  granted  that  he  has  done 

hat  he  believes  to  be  best,  but  I  regard  such  a  policy 

I  ruinous. 

"  Very  truly  your  friend, 

"T.  J.  Ji(!KSON." 

A  gentleman  who  had   an  iiitei'view  with  him  at 
tbia  critical  moment  thus  gives  the  result;   "Never 
ean  I  forget  an  interview  held  ivith  him  the  night 
that  he  forwarded  his  resignation.    AVhen  urged  to 
ritbhold  it,  upon  the  ground  that  the  country  could 
lot  spare  his  services — that  his  name  was  alike  a  ter- 
ror to  our  enemies  and  a  tower  of  strength  to  our 
cause,  inspiring  confidence  and  arousing  enthusiasm, 
even  among  the  doubtful  and  wavering — 'No,  no,' 
aaid  he, '  you  greatly  overestimate  my  cajiacity  for  use- 
ilulness.     A  better  man  will  soon  be  sent  to  take  my 
lace.     The  government  have  no  confidenoe  in  my 
ipacity.  or  they  would  not  thus  countenunnd  my 
Ittrders,  and  throw  away  the  fruits  of  victory  that  have 
>n  secured  at  auch  a  sacrifice  of  the  comfort  of  my 
ible  troops  in  their  hurried  march  through  the  storm 
V  and  sleet.     No,  sir,  I  must  resign,  aud  give 
tmy  place  to  some  one  in  whom  they  have  more  confi- 
dence.' " 
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When  urged  that  perhaps  the  government  had  beeo 
misittformed  as  to  the  facts,  he  responded : 

■'  Certainly  they  have ;  Init  tliey  must  be  taught  not 
to  act  so  hastily  without  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts. 
I  can  teach  them  this  lesson  now  by  my  resignation, 
and  the  country  will  be  no  loser  by  it.  If  I  fail  to  do 
so,  an  irrepai'able  loss  may  hereafter  he  sustained, 
when  the  lesson  might  have  to  be  taught  by  a  Lee  or 
Johnston."  This  was  nearly  his  exact  language,  as  we 
well  remember  it.  But  little  he  knew  that  when  his 
services  were  lost  to  the  cause  —  or,  as  (ieneral  Lee 
afterwards  expressed  it,  that  he  had  lost  his  right  arm 
— the  whole  army  would  be  paralyzed,  and  the  cause 
itself  lost.  But  our  far-seeing  and  sagacious  governor 
knew  the  worth  of  Stonewall  Jackson  to  the  array, 
and  wrote  at  once,  begging  him  to  reconsider  his  de- 
cision, and  sent  one  of  his  most  influential  officials  to 
remonstrate  with  him  in  person  against  his  leaving  the 
army.  The  same  protests  poured  in  from  other  quar- 
ters, from  persons  of  all  grades,  both  in  pubhc  and 
private  life,  among  them  some  aged  rainistcrB  of  the 
Gospel — all  imploring  hira  to  withdraw  his  resignation. 
In  reply  to  a  second  letter  from  Governor  Letcbei-,  he 
wrote: 

"  WreciiEaTKR,  Feb.  Oili,  1883. 
"  His  Excellency  John  Letchee,  Governor  of  Virginia : 

'■GovEKsoHj^Your  letter  of  the  -1th  instant  was  re- 
ceived this  morning.  If  my  retiring  from  the  army 
would  produce  that  effect  upon  our  country  which  you 
have  named  in  your  letter,  I,  of  course,  would  not  de- 
sire to  leave  the  service ;  and  if,  upon  the  receipt  of  this 
note,  your  opinion  remains  unchanged,  you  are  author- 
ized to  withdraw  my  resignation,  unless  the  Secretary 


WITHDRAWS  UI3  RESIGNATION', 


[  of  War  desires  that  it  should  be  accepted.   My  reasons 

[  for  resigoing  were  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  and  my  views  remain  unchanged;  and  if  the 
Secretary  persists  in  the  ruinous  (jolicy  complained  of, 
I  feel  that  no  officer  can  serve  his  country  better  than 

I  by  makiiig  hia  strongest  j)ossible  protest  against  it, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  done  by  tendering  his  resigna- 
tion, rather  than  be  a  wilful  instrument  in  prosecuting 
the  war  upon  a  ruinous  principle.  I  am  much  obliged 
to  you  for  requesting  tliat  I  should  be  ordered  to  the 

f  Institute. 

*'  Very  truly  your  friend, 

"T.  J.  Jacksoh." 


Upon  receiving  assurances  from  the  government 
L  that  it  did  not  intend  to  interfere  with  his  military 
[  plans,  Governor  Letcher  deemed  it  best  trf  withdraw 
[  lis  resignation  in  the  name  of  Virginia;  and  to  this 
L  he  yielded  with  true  soldierly  obedience,  and  it  was 
I  thus  that  Stonewall  Jackson  was  preserved  to  the 
^;army. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

KERNSTOWN,  McDOWELL,  AND  WINCHESTEB— 1862. 

After  all  the  hardships  and  trials  of  the  late  ex- 
pedition, General  Jackson  returned  from  Eomney  to 
Winchester  so  full  of  animation  and  high  spirits,  gal- 
loping along  on  his  little  sorrel  with  such  speed  through 
the  mud  and  slush,  that  one  of  his  elder  staff-officers 
laughingly  said  to  him :  "  Well,  general,  /  am  not  so 
anxious  to  see  Mrs.  Jackson  as  to  break  my  neck  keep- 
ing up  with  you,  and  with  your  permission  I  shall  fall 
back  and  take  it  more  leisurely."  As  they  were  not 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  the  request  was  granted,  and 
this  officer,  with  some  others,  did  not  reach  Winches- 
ter until  the  day  following,  while  General  Jaclvson, 
with  the  younger  members  of  the  staff,  rode  the  whole 
forty  miles  in  one  short  winter  day.  After  going  to 
a  hotel  and  divesting  himself  of  the  mud  which  had 
bespattered  him  in  his  rapid  ride,  and  making  as  per- 
fect a  toilet  as  possible,  he  rang  the  door-bell  of  Mr. 
Graham,  who  admitted  him,  and  in  another  moment 
he  came  bounding  into  the  sitting-room  as  joyous  and 
fresh  as  a  schoolboy,  to  give  his  wife  a  surprise,  for 
he  had  not  intimated  when  he  would  return.  As  soon 
as  the  first  glad  greetings  were  over,  before  taking  his 
seat,  with  a  face  all  aglow  with  delight,  he  glanced 
around  the  room,  and  was  so  impressed  with  the  cosy 
and  cheerful  aspect  of  Mr.  Graham's  fireside,  as  we  all 
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gat  n>uTi(l  it  tiiat  winter  evening,  that  he  exclaimed: 

"  Oh  !  th'it  is  the  very  easeiice  of  mmfort  /"'     The  bright 

I  picture  of  horae-life  was  exceedingly  refreshing  to  him 

[  »fter  all  the  discomfort  and  expiwure  thi-ough  which 

I  he  bail  [laesed  since  he  left  us  three  weeks  before.     He 

I  never  looked  better  and  more  radiant  than  on  that 

I  evening.    Mr.  Graham  had  an  interesting  little  family 

I  of  children,  who  afforded  him  much  pleasure,  and  it 

1  the  special  privilege  of  one  of  the  little  Iwys  to 

1  ride  iloim-stairs  in  the  mornings  upon  the  back  of  the 

general,  the  performance  provoking  as  much  glee  on 

his  part  as  it  did  on  that  of  the  child.* 

In  making  the  trip  from  Koraney,  he  was  more  than 

rer  charmed  with  "Little  Sorrel,"  whose  powers  of 

Endurance  proved  quite  remarkable.    After  bearing 

ibira  along  with  so  much  fleetness  and  comfort,  he  said 

I  the  horse  seemed  almost  as  fresh  and  unwearied  at  the 

md  of  the  journey  as  at  the  beginning. 

When  the  Loring  troubles  came,  and  General  Jack- 
ion  ttlought  he  might  be  ordered  back  to  the  Institute, 
die  anticipation  of  returning  home  gave  him  unljound- 
ed  happiness — the  only  consideration  marring  it  being 
a  feeling  that  his  paramount  duty  was  to  l>e  in  the 
field  when  his  country  was  in  danger.    Duty  alone  con- 
Kraincd  him  to  forego  the  happinessand  comforts  of  his 
leloved  home  for  the  daily  hardahips  of  a  soldier's  life. 
For  the  next  month  after  his  return  Iw  remained 
Boquietly  in  Winchester.     After  Turing's  evacuation  of 
ItBnmney  the  Federal  tnx)p8  again  ttxik  possession,  and 

*  It  W  on  iDtcresting  iloin  of  tlio  family  tiistory  tlint  the  little 
fOungster  who  wus  tliuB  lionurcd,  wliea  Xiv  grew  to  niuiihood,  Itc- 
jne  a  miniBtcr  of  the  Gospel,  nnd,  ns  the  Rev.  Alfred  T.  Graham, 
ied  to  Mi«s  iBiibel  Invip,  u  niece  ofMrs.  Juckaon, 
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spreaxl  in  each  mirabers  along  the  border  as  to  tbreat 
en  Winchester  on  every  side ;  and  the  diiBcultiea  of 
General  Jaciison's  position  were  greatly  enhanced  by 
a  diminution  of  his  small  army,  Ix>ring  and  all  his 
troops  that  were  not  Virginians  having  been  or 
dered  elsewhei-e ;  and  in  order  to  induce  re-enlist- 
ment, furloughs  had  been  freely  granted ;  so  that, 
at  the  time  of  the  most  imminent  danger,  General 
Jackson's  force  was  reduced  to  about  four  thousand 
efEective  men,  exclusive  of  militia.  He  informed  the 
commander-in-chief  that  his  position  required  at  least 
nine  thousand  men  for  its  defence,  threatened  as  it  was 
by  Banks  on  one  side  and  Lander  on  the  other.  But  ae 
Johnston  was  himself  preparing  to  retreat  before  the 
advance  of  McClellan,  he  had  no  troops  to  spare.  To 
a  friend  in  the  Confederate  Congress  Jackson  wrote: 

"  What  I  desire  is,  to  hold  the  country  as  far  as 
practicable  until  we  are  in  a  condition  to  advance: 
and  then,  with  Gtxl's  blessing,  let  us  make  thorough 
work  of  it.  But  let  us  start  right.  ...  In  regard  to 
your  question  as  to  how  many  troo|Js  I  need,  you  will 
probably  be  able  to  form  some  idea  when  I  tell  vou 
that  Banks,  who  commands  about  thirty-five  thousand, 
has  his  headquarters  in  Charleston,  and  thai  Kelly, 
who  has  succeeded  Lander,  has  probably  eleven  thou- 
sand, with  his  headquarters  near  Paw -Paw.  Thus 
you  see  two  generals,  whose  united  force  is  near  forty- 
six  thousand  troops,  already  organized  for  three  years 
or  the  war,  opposed  to  our  little  force  here;  hut  I 
do  not  feci  disc<mrnged.  J^t  me  have  what  force 
you  can.  McC'iellan,  as  I  learn,  was  at  Charleston  on 
Friday  last;   there  may  be  something  significant  in 
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this.  You  observe,  then,  the  impossibility  of  saying 
how  many  troops  I  shall  require,  since  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  know  how  many  will  invatlo  us,  I  am  de- 
%hte«I  to  hear  you  siiy  Virginia  is  resolved  to  conse- 
crate all  her  resources,  if  necessary,  to  tiie  defence  of 
hergflf.  'How  we  may  look  for  war  in  earnest.  You 
ask  me  for  a  letter  respecting  the  Valley,  I  am  well 
aatisGed  that  you  can  say  much  more  about  it  than  I 
ean,  and  in  much  more  forcible  terms.  I  have  only  to 
Bay  this,  that  if  this  valley  is  lost,  Virginia  is  lost. 

"  Very  truly  your  friend,         T.  J.  Jackson." 

Jackson  meanwhile  remained  at  Winchester,  watch- 
ing closely  the  advance  of  Banks,  and  doing  what  was 
:|ios8ible  to  impede  it.  (ieneral  Johnston  thus  describes 
the  duty  assigned  to  him  :  "  After  it  had  become  evi- 
dent that  the  Valley  was  to  be  invaded  by  an  army 
^  strong  to  be  encountered  by  Jackson's  division, 
bat  officer  waa  instructed  to  endeavor  to  employ  the 
Qvadcrs  in  the  Valley,  but  without  exposing  himself 
io  the  danger  of  defeat,  by  keeping  so  near  the  enemy 
as  to  keep  him  from  mnkliig  any  considerable  detach- 
ment to  reinforce  McClellan,  but  not  so  near  that  he 
might  be  compelled  to  tight."  General  Jackson  sent 
his  stores,  baggage,  and  the  sick  to  the  rear,  but  con- 
tinued to  hold  his  position  to  the  last  moment.  Karly 
in  March,  when  he  found  that  he  would  be  compelled 
lo  retire  from  Winchester,  although  his  heart  was 
yearning  to  stay  and  defend  the  place,  he  thought  it 
was  no  longer  safe  for  me  to  remain,  and  I  was  sent 
away  on  the  same  tr.nn  which  conveyed  the  sick  to  a 
place  of  safety.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  terrible  men- 
tal strain  my  husband  maintained  the  most  perfect 
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self-control  and  cheei-f illness,  throwing  off  (when  in 
ray  presence  at  least)  the  heavy  burden  under  which 
he  labored — talking  as  little  as  possible  abont  military 
matters,  and  showing  much  of  his  old  home  playful- 
ness and  abandon.  He  told  me  that  when  his  "son- 
shine  "  was  gone  out  of  the  room  which  had  been  tn 
us  the  holy  of  holies  on  earth  that  winter,  he  never 
wanted  to  enter  it  again;  and  yet  to  the  last  mo- 
ment he  lingered  at  the  door  of  the  coach  in  which  I 
left  with  bright  smiles,  and  not  a  cloud  upon  his  peace- 
ful brow.    For  thirteen  months  we  did  not  meet  again. 

Never,  as  long  as  life  lasts,  can  I  forget  the  harrow- 
ing scenes  of  that  day  upon  which  I  left  Winchester. 
Many  of  the  poor  soldiers  looked  as  if  they  were  almost 
at  the  point  of  death.  Some  were  so  helpless  tliat  they 
Imd  to  be  carried  on  the  backs  of  their  comrades  —their 
pale,  emaciated,  and  despairing  faces  and  mfmns  of  suf- 
fering being  pitiful  and  hear^moving  be^'ond  descrip- 
tion. At  Manassas  there  was  a  delay  of  an  hour  or 
more  in  transferring  them  to  another  train,  and  as  I 
sat  and  watched  tiiat  procession  of  concentrated  mis- 
ery, with  my  own  heart  so  heavy  and  anxious,  I  was 
never  so  impressed  with  the  horrors  of  war. 

No  ray  of  sunshine  lightened  the  gloom.  As  I  jour- 
neyed sjidly  along,  my  attention  w'as  attracted  by  the 
conversation  of  a  lady  and  gentleman  who  sat  imme- 
diately in  front  of  me.  Ho  was  a  Confederate  officer, 
and  she  was  plying  him  with  questions  about  the  army, 
its  officers,  etc.  After  freely  discussing  Lee,  Johnston, 
and  others,  the  lady  asked:  "And  what  do  you  think 
of  Old  Stonewall  f'  I  almost  held  my  bi'eath,  but 
could  not  have  been  more  gratified  when  the  answer 
came,  for  it  was  this :  "  I  have  the  inott  imjilicit  oot^^ 
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t  him,  madam.     At  first  I  did  not  know  what 

>  ihink  of  his  bold  and  aggressive  mode  of  warfare ; 

nt  since  I  know  the  man,  and  have  witnessed  his  abil- 

■  and  patriotic  devotion,  /  would  follow  him  any- 

How  my  heart  \varmed  to  that  stranger, 

who  little  knew  that  General  Jackson's  wife  was  a 

btener  to  a  commendation  which  could  not  have  been 

'  more  satisfactory  if  it  had  been  given  for  her  benefit  I 

This  was  to  me  the  brightest  gleam  of  aunlight  on  that 

dreary  journey. 

To  show  General  Jackson's  extreme  reluctance  to 

felreat  from  the  loyal  old  town  of  Winchester  without 

riking  a  blow  in  its  defence,  he  conceived  the  bold 

iciea  of  becoming  the  attacking  party  himself,  and  to 

end  ho  called  a  council  of  his  chief  officers,  and 

osed  to  them  a  night  attack  u])on  Banks.     In  the 

meantime,  while  they  were  assembling,  he  went,  all 

booted  and  spurred,  to  make  a  hasty  call  on  his  friend 

Mr.  Graham,  whose  family  he  found  oppressed  with 

the  gloom  which  overspread  the  whole  town.     He  was 

80  buoyant  and  ho|teful  himself  that  their  drooping 

-spirits  were  revived,  and  after  engaging  with  them 

I  family  worsliip  he  returned  to  meet  his  council  of 

However,  his  proposition  was  not  approved,  and 

e  harried  back  to  correct  the  impression  he  had  made 

hpon  his  friends  by  his  cheering  words  and  sanguine 

dictions;  his  countenance  and  bearing,  which  at 

tbat  time  beamed  with  hope  and  the  lire  of  patriotic 

tevotion,  were  now  changed  to  dee|)est  jwrploxity  and 

Still,  he  was  so  loath  to  give  up  his  coveted 

^eme  that  he  said,  with  slow  and  desj^emte  earnest- 

'•Hut — let  me  think — can  I  not  yet  carry  my 

"plan  into  execution?"     As  he  uttered  these  words  he 

k; 
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grasped  the  hilt  of  his  sword,  raised  hia  face  with  a 
look  of  determination,  and  the  light  of  battle  glowed 
ia  his  eyes ;  but  the  next  moment  he  dropped  his  head, 
and,  releasing  his  sword,  said:  "No;  I  must  not  do  it; 
it  raay  cost  the  lives  of  too  many  brave  men.  I  mii^t 
retreat,  and  wait  for  a  better  time." 

On  the  tth  of  March  General  Banks  approached 
within  four  miles  of  Winchester,  and  General  Jackson 
drew  up  his  little  force  in  line  of  battle  to  meet  him; 
l)ut  the  former  withdrew  without  attacking.  The  ac- 
tivity of  Aahby  and  the  boldness  with  which  Jackson 
maintained  his  position  impressed  his  adversary  with  , 
the  conviction  that  the  Confedemto  force  was  mach 
larger  than  it  was  in  reality.  Banks  advanced  in  n 
cautious  and  wary  manner,  refusing  to  attack,  but 
pushing  forward  his  left  wing  so  as  to  threaten  Jack- 
son's flank  and  rear.  By  the  11th  of  March  this  move- 
ment bad  gone  so  far  that  it  was  no  longer  safe  to  hold 
Winchester.  Jackson  remained  under  arms  all  day, 
hoping  for  an  attack  in  front,  but  none  wrs  made,  and 
late  in  the  afternoon  his  little  army  withdrew  from  the 
town,  and  it  was  occupietl  by  the  Federals  the  next  day. 
March  12th.  The  Confederates  continued  to  retreat 
slowly  to  Woodstock  and  Mount  Jackson,  forty  miles  in 
rear  of  Winchester,  and  Slilelds's  division  was  thro^rn 
forward  in  pursuit  to  Stnisburg  on  the  ITtb. 

To  his  wife  General  Jackson  wrote  on  the  10th  of 
March  from  Winchester: 

"My  darling,  you  made  a  timely  retreat  from  here, 
for  on  Friday  the  Yankees  came  within  five  railea  of 
this  place.  Ashby  skii-mished  for  some  time  with 
them,  and  after  they  fell  back  he  followed  them  until 
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ihey  halted  near  Bunker  Hill,  which  is  twelve  miles 

om  here,  where  tliey  are  at  present.     The  troops 

3  in  excellent  spirits.  .  .  .  llow  God  does  bless  us 

fcrherever  we  are !     [This  was  in  reference  to  the  kind- 

i      ness  we  had  receivetl  in  Winchester.]      I  am  very 

thankful  for  the  measure  of  health  with  which  He 

J      blesses  me.     I  do  not  remember  having  been  in  such 

BLjgood  health  for  years.  .  .  .  My  heart  is  just  overflow- 

^Kngwith  love  for  my  little  darling  wife." 

I    "Th 


Mboi 


"Woodstock,  Marcli  ITtli,  1803. 

The  Federals  have  possession  of  Winchester.    They 

•dranoed  ujxjn  the  town  the  Friday  after  you  left, 

bat  Aahby,  aided  by  a  kind  Providence,  drove  them 

back.    I  had  the  other  troops  under  arms,  and  marched 

Id  meet  the  enemy,  but  they  did  not  come  nearer  than 

lat  five  miles  of  the  town,  and  fell  back  to  Bunker 

ill.      On   last  Tuesday  they  advanced   again,  and 

again  our  troops  were  under  arms  to  meet  them,  but 

after  coming  within  four  miles  of  the  town  they 

baited  for  the  night.    I  was  in  hopes  that  they  would 

advance  on  me  during  the  evening,  as  I  felt  that  God 

iilld  give  us  the  victory ;  but  as  they  Iialted  for  the 

it,  and  I  knew  they  could  have  large  reinforce- 

rnta  by  morning.  I  determinefl  to  fall  back,  and  sent 

ly  troops  baek  the  same  night  to  their  wagons  in 

of  Winchester,  and  the  next  morning  moved  still 

ler  to  the  rear." 


The  retirement  of  Jackson  and  the  unopposed  occu- 
ttion  of  the  lower  valley  by  Banks  relieveil  McC'lel- 
D  of  all  fears  in  that  direction  :  and  in  pursuance  of 
ssident  Lincoln's  requirement,  Banks  was  ordei-ed 
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to  intrencli  liimself  in  the  vicinity  of  Manassas,  in  or- 
der to  gmird  the  appi-oaclies  to  Washington.  Shiclds's 
division  was  acconlingly  recalled  fram  Strasburg.  and 
the  Federals  began  their  movement  towards  Manassas 
on  the  2lith  of  March,  On  tlie  evening  of  the  21st 
Ashby  reported  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Stras- 
burg.  Jackson,  divining  tliat  this  meant  a  withdrawal 
towards  "Washington,  at  once  ordered  pursuit  with 
all  his  available  force.  The  whole  of  his  little  army 
reached  Strasburg  on  the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  the 
greater  part  after  a  march  of  twenty -two  miles.  Mean- 
time the  intlefati gable  Ashby  was  following  close  be- 
hind the  retreating  enemy,  and  late  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  22d,  as  Jackson  was  entering  Strasburg,  Ashby 
was  attacking  the  Federal  pickets  one  mile  south  of 
Winchester.  After  the  skirmish,  Ashby  camped  for 
the  night  at  Kernsfown,  thi-ee  miles  south  of  Win- 
chester. General  Shields,  who  commanded  the  troops 
Ashby  had  attacked,  and  who  was  himself  wounded 
in  the  skirmish,  had  displayed  but  a  small  part  of  bis 
force;  and  this  fact,  combined  with  information  ob- 
tained within  the  Federal  Unes,  misled  the  Confeder- 
ates. The  rejwrts  brought  out  led  Ashby  to  believe 
that  all  but  one  brigade  had  gone,  and  that  it  expected 
to  leave  for  Harper's  Ferry  the  next  day ;  but  the  fact 
was  that  Shields's  division  of  three  brigades  still  re- 
mained. This  information  caused  Jackson  to  push  on 
with  all  haste  the  next  morning.  At  daylight  he  sent 
three  companies  of  infantry  to  reinforce  Asliby,  and 
followed  with  his  whole  force.  After  a  march  of  four- 
teen miles  he  reached  Kemstown  at  3  p.m.  Shields 
had  made  his  disposition  to  meet  attack,  and  Ashby 
kept  up  an  active   skirmish  with  the  odvaace  of 
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Shieltis's  force  during  tlie  forenoon.  But  though  thus 
malting  ready,  the  Federal  generals  did  not  expect  an 
attack  in  earnest,  belieWng  that  Jackson  could  not  be 
tempted  to  hazard  himself  so  far  from  his  main  sup- 
port. When  he  reached  Kemstown  his  troops  were 
very  weary.  Three  fourths  of  them  had  inarched 
thirty-six  miles  since  the  preceding  morning.  He 
therefore  gave  directions  for  bivouacking,  and  says  in 
iiis  report :  "  Tliough  it  was  very  desirable  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  leaving  the  Valley,  yet  I  deemed  it 
best  not  to  attack  until  morning.  But  subsequently 
Itscertaining  that  the  Federals  had  a  position  from 
which  our  forces  could  be  seen,  I  concluded  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  postpone  the  attack  until  the 
next  day.  as  reinforcements  might  be  brought  up  dur- 
ing the  night."  Jackson,  therefore,  led  his  men  to  the 
attack.  Flia  plan  was  to  gain  the  ridge  upon  which 
the  Federal  right  flank  rested,  turn  that  flank,  and  get 
command  of  the  road  from  Kemstown  to  Winchester 
in  the  rear.  He  gained  the  top  of  the  ridge,  but 
Shields  hold  him  in  check  until  he  could  hurry  other 
troops  to  that  flank,  when  Jackson  in  turn  became 
the  attacked  party.  For  three  hours  of  this  Sunday 
afternoon  the  sanguinary  and  stubborn  contest  con- 
tinued. But  bravely  as  the  Confederates  fought,  they 
were  finally  overcome  by  the  superior  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  and  wore  compelled  to  retreat.  Weary  and 
dispirited  was  the  little  army  which  had  marched  four- 
teen miles  in  the  morning  to  attack  a  force  more  than 
double  its  own,  and  whicli  had  for  three  hours  wrestled 
for  victory  in  so  vigorous  a  manner  as  to  astonish  and 
deceive  the  enemy.  Baffled  and  overpowered,  it  slow- 
ly retraced  its  path  for  six  miles  more,  and  sank  to 
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rest.  In  the  fence  corners,  under  the  trees,  and  around 
the  wagons,  the  soldiers  threw  themselves  down,  many 
too  tired  to  eat,  and  forgot  in  slumber  the  toils,  dan- 
gers, and  disappointments  of  the  day.  Jackson  shared 
the  open-air  bivouac  with  his  men.  His  faithful  com- 
missary. Major  Hawks,  made  a  roaring  fire,  and  was 
making  a  bed  of  rails,  when  the  general  wished  to 
know  what  he  was  doing.  *■  Fixing  a  place  to  sleep," 
was  the  reply.  "  You  seem  determined  to  make  your- 
eelf  and  those  around  you  comfortable,"  said  Jack- 
son. Knowing  tlie  general  had  fasted  all  day.  the 
major  soon  obtained  some  bread  and  meat  from  the 
nearest  squad  of  soldiers,  and  after  they  hail  sattslied 
their  hunger  they  slept  soundly  on  the  rail  Iwd  in  a 
fence  comer. 

The  Federals  picked  up  two  or  three  hundred  pris- 
oners, and  as  they  marched  them  through  the  streets 
of  Winchester  the  inhabitants  turned  out  almost  fn 
ma«ee  to  show  them  their  sympathy,  and  many  of 
their  friends  and  kindred  were  recognized  among  the 
captives.  The  next  day  the  citizens  asked  and  obtained 
permission  to  bury  the  Confederate  dead  on  the  battle- 
field,  and  persons  of  all  ages  and  conditions  iloeked 
thither,  for  lliere  was  scareely  a  family  in  the  county 
which  had  not  a  relative  in  Jackson's  command;  and 
with  torturing  anxiety  the  women  looked  into  the 
face  of  every  prostrate  form,  fearing  to  lind  it  one  of 
their  own  loved  ones.  Tiie  wounded  ha^.!  been  taken 
off  the  battle-field  by  their  general,  who  ordered  his 
medical  director,  Dr.  McGuire,  to  send  them  to  the 
rear.  As  the  army  was  retreating,  the  surgeon  said: 
"  But  that  requires  time.  Can  ytm  stay  to  protect 
us  V    '•  Make  yourself  easy  about  that,"*  replied  he ; 
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l^tiiis  army  stays  here  until  the  last  wounded  man  is 
moved/'    And  then  with  deep  feeling  he  said :  "  Be- 
1  I  will  leave  them  to  the  enemy  I  will  lose  many 
^ntore  mon."     The  next  morning  after  the  battle,  Gen- 
ial Jackson  gradually  retired  before  tbe  advancing 
memy,  once  more,  to  Mount  Jackson. 
To  bis  wife  he  wrote  on  the  'iiih  of  Marcli : 


fc 


"  Yesterday  important  ooDBiderations,  in  my  opin- 
*  ion,  rendered  it  necessary  to  attack  the  enemy  near 
■Winchester.  The  action  commenced  about  3  p.m.  and 
lasted  until  dark.  Our  men  fought  bravely,  but  the 
superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  repulsed  mo.  Many 
valuable  lives  were  lost.  Our  God  was  my  siiield. 
His  protecting  care  is  an  additional  cause  for  grati- 
tude. I  lost  one  piece  of  artillery  and  three  caissons. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  kUled  and  wounded  was 
probably  superior  to  ours." 


"  March  28th.    Near  Mount  Jackson.  .  .  .  My  lit- 
tle army  is  in  excellent  spirits.    It  feels  that  it  int1icte<l 
a  Bevere  blow  upon  the  enemy,    I  stayed  in  camp  last 
night  bivouacking.     To-day  I  am  in  the  house  of  a 
Mr,  Allen,  where  I  am  quite  comfortable.    Tliis  is  a 
itiful  country.    The  celebrated  Mcem  farm  is  near 
!re,  and  is  the  most  magniScent  one  that  I  know  of 
lywhore.    After  God,  our  God,  again  blesses  us  with 
I  hope  to  visit  this  country  with  my  darling, 
enjoy  its  beauty  and  loveliness." 


"April  7th,  My  procions  pet,  your  sickness  gives 
e  great  concern ;  but  so  live  that  it,  and  all  your  trl- 
i,  may  be  sanctified  to  you.  remeuibering  tliat  'our 
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light  afflictions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  work  ont 
for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory.'  I  trust  you  and  all  I  liave  in  tho  hands  of 
a  kind  Providence,  knowing  that  all  things  work  to- 
gether for  the  good  of  His  ]>eople. 

"  Yesterday  was  a  lovely  Sabbath  day.  Although 
I  had  not  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  word  of  life. 
yet  it  felt  like  a  holy  Sabbath  day,  beautiful,  serene, 
and  lovely.  All  it  wanted  was  the  church-bell  and 
God's  services  in  the  sanctuary  to  make  it  complete. 
.  .  .  Our  gallant  little  army  is  increasing  in  numbers, 
and  my  prayer  is  that  it  may  be  an  array  of  the  living 
God  as  well  as  of  its  country." 

"  April  11th.  I  am  very  much  concerned  at  having 
no  letter  this  week,  but  my  trust  is  in  the  Almighty. 
How  precious  is  the  consolation  flowing  from  the 
Christian's  assurance  that  'all  things  work  togetlier 
for  good  to  thorn  that  love  God !'  .  ,  .  God  gave  as  a 
glorious  victory  in  the  Southwest  [at  Shiloh],  but  the 
loss  of  tlie  great  Albert  Sidney  Johnston  is  to  be 
mourned.  1  do  not  remember  having  ever  felt  so  and 
at  tlie  death  of  a  man  whom  I  had  never  seen.  .  .  . 
Although  I  was  repulse<l  in  the  attempt  to  recover 
Winchester,  yet  the  enemy's  loss  appears  to  have  been 
three  times  that  of  ours.  In  addition  to  this,  the  great 
object  which  re(]uired  me  to  follow  up  the  enemy,  as 
he  fell  back  from  Strasburg,  seems  to  have  Ijocn  ac- 
complished very  thoroughly.  1  am  well  satisfied  with 
the  result.  Congress  has  passed  a  vote  of  thanks,  and 
General  Johnston  has  issued  a  very  gratifying  order 
upon  the  suliject,  one  which  will  have  a  fine  effect 
upon  my  command.    The  great  object  to  be  aoi^uirod 
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(JT  the  battle  demanded  time  to  make  known  its  ac- 
OORiplishments.  Time  has  shown  that  while  the  Qeld 
IB  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  the  most  essential  fruit* 
«f  the  tmttle  are  ours.  For  this  and  all  of  our  Heav- 
enly Father's  blessings,  I  wish  I  could  be  ten  thousand 
times  more  thankful.  Should  any  report  Ixs  published, 
iny  views  and  object  in  lifjfhting  and  its  fruits  will 
then  become  Ifnown.  You  api«ar  much  concerned  at 
toy  attacking  o»  Sunday.  I  was  greatly  concerned, 
too ;  but  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  do  it,  in  consideration  of 
B  ruinous  effects  that  might  result  from  postponing 
e  battle  until  the  morning.  So  far  as  I  can  see.  ray 
wurse  was  a  wise  one ;  the  best  that  I  could  do  under 
B  circumstances,  though  very  distasteful  to  my  feel- 
bgs;  and  I  hope  and  pray  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
Hiat  I  may  never  again  be  circumstanced  as  on  that 
ly.  I  believed  that  so -far  as  our  trooiw  were  con- 
»-ned,  necessity  and  meccy  both  called  for  the  battle. 
E  do  hojie  the  war  will  soon  be  over,  and  that  I  shall 
never  again  have  to  take  the  Jield.  Arms  is  a  pro- 
>8sion  that,  if  its  principles  are  adhered  to  for  suc- 
ees,  requires  an  officer  to  do  what  be  fears  may  be 
fTong,  and  yet,  according  to  military  experience,  must 
e  doue,  if  success  is  to  be  attained.  And  this  fact  of 
s  being  necessary  to  success,  and  being  accompanied 
ffith  success,  and  that  a  departure  from  it  is  accom- 
lanied  with  disaster,  suggests  that  it  must  be  right. 
3ad  I  fought  the  battle  on  Monday  instead  of  Sun- 
lay,  I  fear  our  cause  would  have  suffered;  whereas, 
s  things  turned  out,  1  consider  our  cause  gained  much 
vm  the  engagement." 

His  bold  attack  at  Kemstown,  though  unsuccess- 
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tal,  led  to  many  important  re&ult&  Its  first  effect 
waa  the  accomplishment  of  one  of  the  principal  ob- 
jects of  the  Confederates — the  recall  of  the  Federal 
troops  then  maix-hing  from  the  Valley  towards 
Mannssas.  It  had  also  the  eifect  of  changing  the 
disposition  of  sevora-l  of  their  divisions  and  corjre, 
and  producing  snch  consternation  at  Washington 
that  President  Lincoln  did  not  consider  his  capital 
secure,  and  detained  McDoivell's  corps  in  front  of 
the  city,  although  General  McClellan  had  left  over 
forty  thousand  troops  for  its  defence ! 

For  this  achievement  at  Kemstown  the  ronfedcrato 
Congress  jiassed  the  following  resolution  of  thanks: 

"1.  Jfesoh'ed  hy  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate 
States,  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  an<l  are 
herehy  tendered,  to  Major-General  Thomas  J.  Jack- 
son, and  the  officei-s  and  men  under  his  command, 
for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  a  successful 
enga^ment  with  a  greatly  su[>erior  force  of  tlie 
enemy  near  Kemstown,  Frederick  County,  Virginia, 
on  the  23d  of  March,  1862.  2.  Ifesolwd,  that  these 
resolutions  be  communicated  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  Major-General  Jackson,  and  by  him  to  his 
command." 

The  noble  women  of  Winchester,  during  the  whole 
war,  devoted  themselves  to  nursing  the  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  with  tender  care  and  self-sacrifice, 
and  their  compassion  failed  not  even  in  administer- 
ing to  the  wounded  of  the  enemy.  And  after  the 
war  was  over,  from  tlie  midst  of  saddened  and  deso- 
late homes,  they  continued  their  self-denying  care  for 
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•**«aslies  of  the  brave  men  to  whose  comfnrt  antl 
^ *^TOunigement  they  had  contributed  so  freely  in  life, 
i(i  by  whose  suffering  cots  thfy  had  often  watclietl 
;:^»  sorrow,  danger,  and  death.     Under  the  leadership 
::•  Mtb.  Philip  Williania,  they  gathered  the  thousands 
■  "•  Confederate  dead  from  the  aurroiinding  battle- 
■ekis  and  placed  them  in  the  •'  Stoneivall  Cemetery  " 
■a  memorial  not  more  to  the  patriotism  of  man  than 
the  devotion  of  woman.    They  also  erected  a  hand- 
lie  monument  to  "The  Unknown  Dead" — and  the 
Uaie  of  Maryland,  in  the  year  1SS*\  likewise  placed 
l^eantifal  monament  in  this  cemetery  in  memory  of 
•er  brave  soldiers  whu  foil  in  defence  of  the  South, 
m.  is  said  that  the  State  of  North  Carolina  has  more 
3»Idiers  buried  upon  A'irginia  battle-Oelds  than  any 
V,her  Southern  State — a  fart  which  speaks  for  itself 
~2  showing  the  heroic  part  borne  by  the  good  Old 
5orth  State  in  the  struggle  for  independenw). 

The  next  month  after  the  battle  of  Kemstown  was 
^3  General  Jackson  one  of  comparative  inaction.  lie 
gtent  it  in  recmiting  his  forces  and  reoi^nizing  his 
^^ments,  his  ranks  filling  up  under  the  new  impe- 
ls given  to  enliatmcnt  by  a  new  conscription  bill, 
-  nd  hy  the  return  of  furloughed  men,  which  nearly 
«uhled  the  number  of  his  troops  since  tlie  battle, 
'  Tit  even  yet  he  had  only  about  five  or  six  thousand 
^rien.  Ilis  great  desire  to  press  into  service  every 
■^Viiilable  man  in  Virginia  will  be  seen  by  the  fot- 
ciswing  letter,  which  he  wrote  on  the  21st  of  March  to 
^Bvemor  Letcher's  aide-tie-camp,  Colonel  French  : 

""CoLOintL, — Please  request  the  governor  to  order 
muskets  to  Staunton   at  his   earliest 
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convenience  for  the  militia  of  this  district.  None  of 
the  militia  beyond  the  county,  except  five  hundred 
from  Augusta,  have  yet  arrivt-d,  but  they  are  turning 
out  encouragingly.  There  are  three  religious  denom- 
inations in  this  military  district  who  are  opposed  to 
var.  Eighteen  [men]  were  recently  arrested  in  endeav- 
oring to  make  their  escajw  through  Pendleton  County 
to  the  enemy.  Those  who  do  not  desert  will,  to  some 
extent,  hire  substitutes,  others  will  turn  out  in  obedi- 
ence to  tlie  governor's  call ;  but  I  understand  some  of 
them  say  they  will  not  '  shoot.'  They  can  be  made 
to  fire,  but  can  very  easily  take  bad  aim,  So,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  to  this  command  the  highest  degree 
of  etficienoy,  and  securing  loyal  feelings  and  co-operar 
tion.  I  have,  as  tliese  non-combatants  are  said  to  be 
good  teamsters  and  faithful  to  their  promises,  deter 
mined  to  organize  them  into  companies  of  one  hundred 
men  each,  rank  and  file,  and  after  mustering  them, 
with  the  legal  number  of  company  officers,  into  ser- 
vice, assign  them  to  the  various  staff  departraenls 
without  issuing  arms  to  them;  but  if  at  any  time 
they  have  insufficient  labor,  to  have  them  drilled,  so 
that  in  case  circumstances  should  justify  it,  arras  may 
be  given  them.  If  these  men  are,  aa  represent43d  to 
me,  faithful  laborers  and  careful  of  property,  this  ar 
rangement  will  not  only  enable  many  volunteers  to 
return  to  the  ranks,  l)ut  will  also  save  many  valuable 
horses  and  other  public  property,  in  addition  to  arms. 
.  .  .  All  I  have  pledged  myself  is  that,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, I  will  employ  them  in  other  ways  than  fighting, 
but  with  the  condition  that  they  shall  act  in  good 
faith  with  me,  and  not  permit  persons  to  use  their 
names  for  the  pur[K>se  of  keeping  out  of  service." 
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On  the  28th  of  April.  General  Jackson  applied  to 
'-General  Lee,  then  acting  as  cx>mmaiKler-in-chief  under 
-t^resident  Davis,  for  a  reinforcement  of  live  thousand 
iiien,  which  addition  to  his  force  he  deemed  necessary 
^o  justify  him  in  uiarching  out  and  attacking  Banks. 
Jsext  day  he  was  informed  that  no  troops  could  be 
spared  lo  him  beyond  the  commands  of  Generals  Ewell 
£a.nd  Edward  Johnson,  the  latter  of  whom  was  seven 
xxiites  west  of  Staunton,  at  West  View,  with  a  brigade. 
<!^eneral  J.  E.  Johnston  had  transferred  the  mass  of  his 
£«.miy  to  the  front  of  Kichniond,  where  he  had  taken 
csomuiand  in  person,  Ewell's  division  alone  remained 
<i>n  the  Rappahannock  to  watch  the  enemy,  and  to 
s«>id  Jackson  in  case  of  neeil.  This  division  was  now 
iriear  Gordonsville,  and  a  good  road  from  that  point  to 
frivvift  Run  Gap  placed  it  in  easy  reach  of  Jackson. 
I3anks  followed  Jackson  but  slowly.  lie  reached 
"Woodstock  on  April  1st,  and  having  pushed  Ashby'g 
<3Jivalry  back  to  Edinburg.  five  miles  beyond,  ho 
a».ttenipted  no  further  serious  advance  until  the  17th, 
iJe  then  moved  forward  in  force,  and  Jackson  retired 
*■«  Harrisonburg,  and,  crossing  the  main  fork  of  the 
^^henandoah,  tix)k  up  his  position  at  the  western  base 
«t»f  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  Swift  Run  Gap.  This  camp 
fa^^le  Confederates  reached  on  the  20th  of  April,  and 
^PE:&ere  they  remained  through  ten  days  more  of  rain 
■'^^uid  mud. 

On  the  Ifith  of  April,  General  Jackson  wrote  to 
l:»is  wife  as  follows ; 

^"  Near  New  M4bket. 
"This  morning  is  warm  and  spring-like,  and  this 
rntry   is  one  of   the  most  beautiful   that   I  ever 
lield.  ...  On  last  Wednesday  the  enemy  advanced 
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on  me  at  one  o'clock  a,  m.,  and  I  fwll  back  to  tbU 
place,  where  I  arrived  on  Friday.  My  route  was 
through  New  Market  and  Harrisonburg.  I  am  about 
midway  between  Jiarriaonburg  and  Stannai-dsville. 
The  enemy  did  not  advance  as  far  as  Harrisonburg 
on  the  Valley  turnpike.  The  adrance  of  the  two 
armies  is  within  a  few  miles  of  each  other.  ...  I  do 
want  so  much  to  see  my  darling,  but  fear  such  a  priv- 
il^;e  will  not  be  enjoyed  for  some  time  to  come," 


"Swift  Rum  Gap. 

.  .  .  "Dr.  Dabney  is  here,  and  I  am  very  thankful 
to  God  for  it.  He  comes  up  to  my  highest  expectA' 
tiona  as  a  Htaff-offlcer." 

"  Staunton,  May  ath. 

"Since  I  lust  wrote  to  my  darling  I  have  been 
very  busy.  On  Weilnesdny  last  I  left  my  [>osition 
near  Swift  liun  Gap,  and  moved  up  tlie  south  fork 
of  the  Shenandoah  to  Port  Republic,  which  is  about 
three  miles  from  Weyer's  Cave.  I  would  like  to  see 
the  cave,  for  I  remembered  that  my  little  pet  had 
been  there,  and  that  gave  me  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
great  curiosity.  The  road  up  the  river  was  so  treach- 
erouB  that  I  could  only  advance  about  six  miles  per 
day,  and  to  leave  the  Totu\  was  at  the  risk  of  sinking 
yet  deeper  in  the  quicksands,  in  which  that  locality 
abounds.  The  country  is  one  of  the  loveliest  I  have 
ever  seen.  On  Saturday  the  march  was  resumed, 
and  we  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  at  what  is  known  as 
Brown's  Gap,  and  thus  entered  into  Eastern  Virginia. 
I  stopped  with  a  very  agreeable  family  named  Pace. 
Here  I  expected  to  pass  the  Sabbath,  but  on  Sunday 
morning  I  received  a  despatch  stating  that  part  of  the 


S55 

(Qemy'a  force  had  arrived  within  one  day's  march  of 
■Brigadier-General  Edwiird  Johnson's  camp.  Under 
the  circamstances  I  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to 
press  forward,  and  i  arrived  here  last  evening,  where 
1  am  stopping  at  the  Virginia  House.  The  troops  are 
still  coming  in.  The  corps  of  cadets  of  the  Virginia 
Military  Institute  is  here." 

General  Edwaiil  Johnson  was  seven  miles  west  of 
lunton  with  about  thirty-tive  hundred  men.     Gen- 
Jackson  had  alwut  six  thousand  troops,  and  Gen- 
Ewell,  with  an  equal  force,  was  in  the  vicinity  of 
rdonsville.   Such  was  the  Confederate  position.    On 
le  other  hand,  Banks,  with  the  main  body  of  his  force 
about  twenty  thousand  men,  occupied  Plarrisonburg, 
'elve  or  fifteen  miles  in  front  of  (General  Jackson. 
lenck  and  Milroy,  commanding  Fremont's  advance 
six  thousand  men,  were  in  front  of  Edward  John- 
their  pickets  already  east  of  the  Shenandoah 
luntain,  and  on  the  Harrisonburg  and  Warm  Springs 
irnpike.     Fremont  was  preparing  to  join  them  from 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  with  nearly  ten  thou- 
sand  men.  making  the  total  of   Fremont's  movable 
column  some  fifteen  thousand  ;  so,  with  a  force  of 
lUt  sixteen  thousand  men  (including  Ewell  and  Ed- 
ird  Johnson),  General  Jackson  had  on  his  hands  the 
Lrty-five  thousand  under  Banks  and  Fremont.     The 
Warm  Springs  turnpike  afforded  Banks  a  ready  mode 
of  uniting  with  Milroy  and  Schenck,  in  which  case 
Staunton  would  be  an  easy  capture.    Fremont  was 
already  preparing  to  move  in  that  direction.    Jackson 
clet«rmined  to  anticipate  such  a  movement,  if  possible, 
.by  uniting  his  own  force  to  that  of  Johnson,  and  fall- 
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ing  upon  Miiroy,  while  Ewell  kept  Banks  in  check. 
Then  he  would  join  Eweli,  and  with  all  hia  strength 
attack  Banks.  To  aocoinplish  this,  Ewell  was  ordered 
to  cross  the  mountain  and  occupy  the  position  Jackson 
had  held  for  ten  days  at  Swift  Run  Gap,  thus  kee])- 
ing  up  the  menace  of  Banks's  flank.  As  Ewell  ap- 
pitmched.  Jackson  left  camp  on  the  30th  of  April,  ami 
marched  up  the  east  bank  of  the  Shenandoah  to  Port 
Republic,  and  on  the  5th  of  May  he  reached  Staunton 
with  his  army,  after  a  toilsome  march  through  the 
mud  and  frequent  quicksands.  The  movement  of  this 
devious  route  mystified  friends  as  well  as  foes.  The 
good  people  of  Staunton  were  almost  as  much  aston- 
ished when  General  Jackson  made  his  sudden  iip|)ear- 
ance  in  their  town  as  if  an  angel  had  dropped  down 
from  the  clouds ;  for,  like  Banks,  they  thought  he  had 
withdrawn  from  the  valley  and  disappeared  into  East- 
em  Virginia,  no  one  knew  whither.  lie  gave  bis 
troops  one  day  to  rest,  and  on  the  next  he  hurried  for^ 
ward,  united  Johnson's  force  with  his  own,  drove  in 
the  Federal  pickets  and  foraging  parties,  and  camped 
twenty-five  miles  west  of  Staunton.  On  the  morrow 
(May  8th)  he  pushed  on  to  McDowell,  seized  Sitling- 
ton's  Hill,  which  commanded  the  town  and  enemy's 
camp,  and  made  his  dispositions  to  seize  the  road  in 
rear  uf  the  enemy  during  the  night.  But  Miiroy  and 
Schenck  had  united,  and  seeing  their  position  unten- 
able, made  a  fierce  attack  in  the  afternoon  to  retake 
the  hill  or  cover  their  retreat.  For  three  or  four  hours 
a  bloody  struggle  took  place  on  the  brow  of  Sitting- 
ton's  Hill.  The  Federals,  though  inflicting  severe  loss, 
were  repulsed  at  every  point,  and  at  nightfall  quietly 
withdrew.     This  was  known  as  the  battle  of  McDow- 
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bU.  The  enemy  lit  their  camp-fires,  and  in  the  dark- 
s  evacuated  the  town,  retreating  twenty-four  miles 
to  Franklin,  in  Pendleton  County,  where  they  met 
Fremont  advancing  with  the  maiu  bodj'  of  his  forees. 
Jacksun  followed  to  this  point ;  but.  finding  it  irapos- 
tible  to  attack  to  advantage,  deemed  it  inadvisable  to 
attempt  anything  further  in  this  difficult  country,  with 
bis  ten  thousand  men  against  Fremont's  fourteen  or 
fifteen  thousand.  Screening  completely  his  move- 
ments with  cavalry,  he  turned  back  (May  13th), 
Inarched  rapidly  to  within  seventeen  miles  of  Staun- 
ton, then  turned  towards  Harrisonburg,  and  sent  a 
despatch  to  General  Ewell  that  he  was  on  his  way  to 
Attack  Banks  with  thoir  united  forces.  On  the  12th 
ef  May  he  wrote  thus  to  his  wife : 

"  llEAiKiCARntns.  Vai.i.ev  Dibteict,  near  Frakkld). 
"  My  precious  darling,  I  telegraphed  you  on  the  9th 
that  Gotl  had  blest  us  with  victfjry  at  McDowell.  I 
Itve  followed  the  enemy  to  this  jilace.  which  is  about 
Ibroe  miles  from  Franklin.  The  enemy  has  been  reia- 
forced,  and  apparently  designs  making  a  stand  beyond 
Tranklin.  I  expect  to  reconnoitre  to-tlay,  but  do  not 
know  aa  yet  whether  I  will  attack  him  thus  reinforced. 
We  have  divine  service  at  ten  o'clock  to-day  (Monday) 
&  render  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  having  crowned 
Hir  anna  with  success,  and  to  implore  His  continued 
fcvor."' 

"Nenr  Ha9RI«okbdro,  May  lOtli. 

..."  How  1  do  desire  to  see  our  country  free  and 

i  peace  1     It  appears  to  me  that  I  would  appreciate 

tome  more  than  I  have  ever  done  before.    Here  I  am 

•itting  in  the  open  air,  writing  ou  ray  knee  for  want 
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of  a  table.  .  ,  .  Yestei-day  Dr.  Dabney  preaclietl  an 
excellent  sermon  from  the  text :  •  Come  unto  me.  all 
ye  that  labor  iind  are  heavy  ladi^n,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest.'     It  is  a  srreat  privilege  to  lia,ve  him  with  me." 

Before  beginning  his  march  on  his  return,  he  grant- 
ed his  soldiers  a  rest  of  half  a  day  on  Monday,  and 
issued  the  following  order: 

"  Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Valley  and  Northwest : 
"  I  congratulate  you  on  your  recent  victory  at  Mc- 
Dowell. I  request  you  to  unite  with  me  this  morn- 
ing in  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  for  thus  having 
crowned  your  arms  with  success,  and  in  praying  that 
He  will  continue  to  lead  you  on  frara  victory  to  vic- 
tory, until  our  independence  shall  be  established,  and 
make  us  that  people  whose  God  is  the  Lord.  The 
chaplains  will  hold  divine  service  at  ten  o'clock  a.il 
this  day  in  their  respective  regiments."* 

The  day  after  the  battle  he  sent  the  following  brief 
announcement  to  the  government  at  Richmond  : 

*  A  writer  thus  descrilies  thie  scene:  "Tliere.  in  (be  benutifUt 
little  rnlley  of  tlic  South  Braiicli,  willi  the  blue  nod  towering 
inountiiins  covered  with  tiic  verdure  of  Eiiring,  the  green  -  swnrd 
smiling  a  welcomo  to  tlic  season  of  flowers,  nnil  the  bright  flmi, 
unclomlcd,  lending  a  genial,  refrcsliing  wtimith  —  thni  nnn;, 
equipped  for  the  stem  conflict  of  war,  bent  in  hutnblo  pmiM  nnd 
thnnksgiTing  for  tlie  succcbb  vouohsnfed  to  ilmir  nnns.  While 
this  solemn  ceremony  was  progressing  in  ever;  regiment,  tlie  ene- 
my's ortillery  was  occasionnlly  belching  forth  its  lendcn  denlh; 
ycC  all  unmoved  stood  that  worshipping  nrmy,  acknowledging 
the  supremacy  of  the  will  of  Ilini  who  controls  thu  <lestintes  of 
men  and  nations,  and  chooses  the  weak  thiu^  of  canh  to  con- 
found tho  mighty." 
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*'<5od  blest  our  arms  with  victory  at  JIcDowell 
Nation  yesterday. 

"T.  J.  Jaoksos,  Mitjor-General." 


About  the  time  General  Ewell  received  the  message 
from  Oeneral  Jackson  to  join  him  at  Harrisonburg, 
an  order  came  from  General  Johnston  calling  liim  witli 
his  force  back  to  Gordonsville.    Cut  Ewetl,  knowing 
what  a  disappointment  it  would  bo  to  Jackson  to  tlius 
hare  all  his  plans  destroyed  by  want  of  his  support. 
^^et«rmined  to  have  an  interview  with  Jackson  before 
^Htoving  in  any  direction.     He  accordiugly  rode  a  day 
^Eftod  night  to  see  him,  and  in  the  conference  both  were 
sorely  perplexed  as  to  what  was  their  duty  under  the 
circumstances;  Jiickson  not  questioning  the  right  of 
-superior  authority,  and  saying  regretfully :   "  Then 
•OTidence  denies  me  the  privilege  of  striking  a  de- 
iBivo  blow  for  ray  country,  and  I  must  be  satisfied 
rith  the  humble  task  of  hiding  my  little  army  among 
e  mountains  to  watch  a  superior  force."    But  Ewell 
roposed  that  if  Jackson,  as  his  ranking  officer,  would 
I   the  responsibility,  he  would   remain  until   the 
Kndition  of  affairs  could  be  ropre-sented  to  General 
Johnston,  which  was  decided  upon,  and  meantime  they 
nniled  in  a  vigorous  pursuit  of  Banks,    Ashby  had 
followed  close  on  Banks's  heels,  and   now  occupied 
hia  outposts  with  constant  skirmishing,  while  he  com- 
pletely screenetl  Jackson.    The  latter,  having  marched 
rapidly  to  New  Market,  as  if  about  to  follow  tlie  foe 
to  Strasburg  to  attack  him  there,  suddenly  clianged 
hiB  route,  crossed  the  Massanutton  Mountain  to  Luray, 
where  Ewell  joined  him.  and  poured  down  the  narrow 
.Page  Valley  by  forced  marches  towards  Front  Itoyal, 
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The  Confederates  marched  from  Franklin  to  Fro: 
Royal,  a  distance  of  one  hundral  and  twenty  mit 
by  Jackson's  route,  in  ten  days,  and  arrive*]  at  t- 
latter  place  on  the  23cl  of  May.     Front  Royal  w 
held  by  about  one  thousand  Federals  under  Co1ok::i 
Kenly,  who  had  charge  of  large  stores,  and   of 
railroad  and  the  important  railroad  bridges  on 
Shenandoah,    This  force  covered  the  flank  and 
of  Banks's  position  at  Straaburg.     Kenly  was  tal^::i 
by  surprise,  but  after  making  what  resistance  bo  coi»^  1 J 
was  foreed  across  the  bridges  which  he  vainly  attenm.  x^ 
ed  to  destroy,  and  fled  to  Winchester.    Ja^'kson,  too  i-  ""^ 
patiunt  to  wait  for  his  tired  infantry,  placed  himselP"      ■*g 
the  head  of  a  few  companies  of  cavalry,  and  pusl^m  • 
after  the  foe,  whom  he  overtook,  attacked,  and  c^ 
perspd  so  effectually,  that  of  those  who  were  not  kil  1  * 
or  wounded,  the  greater  part  were  taken  prisoners. 

Exhausted  nature  could  do  no  more.     The  weta*.- 
and  march-worn  army  sank  down  to  rest.     Gen»" 
Banks,  amazed  at  this  irruption,  hy  which  his  flank  i*^' 
turned  and  his  communications  threatenetl,  begsm  A  ' 
iiig  the  night  a  precipitate  retreat  from  Strasburg*       *** 
Winchester.    Jackson  anticipates  this,  and  pressed     * 
the  next  morning  to  Middlelown,  a  village  Iwtw^' 
Pti-asburg  and  Winchester,  to  find  the  roa*l  filled  vr  *- 
Federal  trains  and  troops.    Capturing  or  scatter:" 
these  in  every  direction,  ho  followed  onaftertbe  m 
body,  tt'hich  had  already  passed  him,  towards  Winct»-' 
ter.      He  overtook  them  in  tbe  afternoon  —  pust:» 
Banks's  rear-guartl  liefore  him  all  night,  giving  t 
main  body  of  his  troops  only  one  hoar  to  rest  q|."*' 
their  arms.     The  advance  regiment,  under  Colo' 
Baylor,  were  not  alloAved  to  lie  down  at  aJl,  while  th*-' 


"j^'lant  and  untiring  com  man  tier  stood  sentinel  him- 
^s-*if  at  the  head  of  the  cohimn,  listening  to  every  sound 
^^"rom  the  front.  At  dawn,  he  gave  in  an  undertone 
"«zlie  command,  "  Forward  !  March  1"  which  was  passed 
^lIowh  the  command,  and  by  daylight  on  the  25th  of 
^lay  he  reached  Winchester  to  find  the  Federal  forces 
■^^iniwn  up  across  the  approaches  to  the  town  from  the 
=south  and  sontheast,  A  vigorous  attack  was  at  once 
^anade  by  the  Confederates,  which  for  a  short  time  was 
"•iravely  resisted,  but  the  Federal  lines  soon  began  to 
^^ield,  and,  seeing  himself  about  to  be  overwhelmed, 
ZBanks  retreated  through  Winchester.  General  Jack- 
^son  pressed  closely,  and  the  Federals  emerged  from 
-*he  town  a  mass  of  disorganized  fugitives,  making 
"«heir  way  with  all  8|)eed  towards  the  Potomac.  See- 
Bng  the  enemy  break.  Jackson  set  spurs  to  his  horse, 
^^nd,  bounding  u]K>n  the  crest  of  a  lull,  shouted  to  his 

^^Bien :  "  Forward  !    After  the  enemy !"  and  with  a  fafe 

Bflame  with  animation    and    triumph,  he   galloped 
nidst  the  foremost  pursuers.     The  Confederate  in- 
bntry  followed  for  several  miles,  capturing  a  large 
lamber  of  prisoners,  and  had  the  cavalry  been  as  effi- 
ait,  but  few  of  Banks's  troops  would  have  escaped. 
rbe  troopers  who  proved  derelict  at  this  crisis  had 
I  J'ielded  to  the  temptation  of  the  rich  spoils  they  had 
captured  from  the  enemy,  and,  as  General  Jackson 
expressed  it,  "forgetful  of  their  high  trust  as  the  ad- 
I  "^ance-guard  of  a  pursuing  army,  deserted  their  colors 
■mil  abandoned  themselves  to  pillage  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  make  it  necessary  for  the  gallant  Ashby  to 
*ii8continue  further  pursuit."     This  was  a  painful  dis- 
k  »ppoiutment  to  General  Jafkson,  and  as  he  watched 

^H      the  flight  of  the  multitude  of  fugitives,  and  saw  the 
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golJen  opportunity  for  cavalry  to  make  tbe  victory 
complete,  he  exclaimed  with  bitter  regret:  "Oh  that 
luy  cavalry  were  in  place !  Never  was  there  such  » 
chance  for  cavalry!"  In  bis  official  report  he  says: 
"Never  have  I  seen  an  opportunity  when  it  was  in 
the  power  of  cavalry  to  reap  a  riclier  harvest  of  the 
fruits  of  victory !" 

Banks  halted  on  the  north  aide  of  the  Potomac,  and 
Jackson  allowed  his  exhausted  men  to  rest  at  Win- 
chester. In  forty-eight  hours  tbe  enemy  bad  been 
driven  between  fifty  and  sixty  miles,  from  Front  Iloyal 
and  Strasburg  to  the  Potomac,  with  the  loss  of  more 
than  one  third  of  his  entire  strength.  His  army  had 
crossed  that  river  a  disoi-ganized  mass.  Hundreds  of 
wagons  had  been  abandoned  or  burned.  An  immense 
quantity  of  quartermaster,  commissary,  medical,  and 
ordnance  stores  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  victor. 
These  stores  were  estimated  by  the  Confederate  quar- 
termaster as  worth  t3()fl,0(i0,  and  proved  of  inesti- 
mable value  to  the  Confederacy.  Some  twenty-tliree 
hundreil  prisoners  were  taken  to  the  rear  when  Gen- 
eral Jackson  fell  back,  besides  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
wounded,  sick,  paroled,  and  left  in  tlie  hospitals  at 
Winchester  and  Strasburg,  making  a  total  of  about 
three  thousand  and  fifty.  The  victory  was  glorious, 
even  if  the  weary  and  mareh-worn  command  had  not 
achieved  all  that  their  tireless  and  indomitable  lead- 
er thought  possible,  Winchester,  having  for  several 
months  been  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  joy  of  the 
inhabitants  knew  no  bounds  when  thej'  caught  sight 
of  the  victorious  Confederates,  whom  they  welcomed 
as  their  deliverers  and  greeted  with  the  wildest  enthu- 
siasm.   Universal  rejoicing  was  manifested  by  all  ages 
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Kd  sexes.  That  historic  oki  town  and  its  beautiful 
environs  presented,  by  the  afternoon  of  May  25tb,  an 
»jpect  of  quiet  and  repose  strangely  ia  contrast  with 
-le  stormy  scenes  of  the  morning. 

Monday,  the  day  after  the  engagements  around 

iFiochester.  was  spent,  according  to  General  Jack- 

n's  cDstom.  in  religious  services  and  thanksgiving, 

B  following  general  order  being  issued  by  him  on 

-he  morning  of  that  day  : 


» 


"Within  four  weeks  this  army  has  made  long  and 
apid  marches,  fought  six  combats  and  two  battles — 
tignaily  defeating  the  enemy  in  each  one — capturing 
everal  stands  of  colors  and  pieces  of  artillery,  with 
Mniepous  prisoners,  and  vast  medical,  ordnance,  and 
stores;   and,  finally,  driven  the   boastful   host 
'^^'hich  was  ravaging  our  beautiful  country  into  utter 
*~>int.     The  general  commanding  would  warmly  ex- 
press to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command  his 
J«yin  their  achievements,  and  his  thanks  for  their  briU- 
»-ait  gallantry  in  action  and  their  patient  obedience 
•ander  ihe  hardships  of  forced  marches,  often  more 
gainful  to  the  brave  soldier  than  the  dangers  of  battle. 
Ihe  explanation  of  the  severe  exertions  to  which  the 
^^inraanding  general  called  the  army,  which  were  en- 
^Jared  by  them  with  such  cheerful  confidence  in  him,  is 
*iDW  given  in  the  victory  of  yesterday.     He  receives 
this  proof  of  their  conlidence  in  the  past  with  pride 
and  gratitude,  and  asks  only  a  similar  confidence  in 
the  future.    But  his  chief  duty  to-day,  and  that  of  the 
'ifniy,  is  to  recognize  devoutly  the  hand  of  a  protecting 
hnvidence  in  the  brilliant  successes  of  the  last  three 
days— which  have  given  us  the  results  of  a  great  vie- 
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tory  without  great  lossea^and  to  niako  tb«  oblation  of 
our  thanks  to  God  for  His  mercies  tx>  us  and  our  coun- 
try in  lieartfelt  acts  of  religious  worship.  For  tliis  pui^ 
pose  the  troops  will  remain  in  camp  to  day,  suspending 
as  far  as  possible  all  military  exercises,  and  the  cbap- 
lains  of  regiments  will  hold  divine  service  in  their  sev- 
eral charges  at  four  o'clock  p.m." 

The  next  day  was  devoted  to  rest ;  and  on  the  third 
he  moved  on  again  towanis  Harper's  Ferry,  in  order, 
by  the  most  energetic  diversions  possible,  tij  draw 
away  troops  from  Ilichmond. 

The  total  rout  of  Banks  at  Winchester  created  such 
a  panic  in  Washington  that  President  Lincoln  sent  a 
despatch  to  McDowell  to  lay  aside  for  the  present  his 
movement  upon  Richmond,  and  put  twenty  thousand 
men  in  motion  at  once  for  the  Shenandoah,  to  meet 
the  forces  of  Jackson  and  Ewell.  And  in  a  despatch 
to  McClellan,  of  the  25ih  of  May,  he  says : 

"Banks  ran  a  race  with  them,  beating  tliem  into 
Winchester  yesterday  evening.  This  morninga  battle 
ensued  between  the  two  forces,  in  which  Banks  was 
beaten  back  in  full  retreat  towards  Marlinsburg,  and 
probably  is  broken  up  in  a  lota!  rout." 

A  favorite  aphorism  of  General  Jackson's  was: 
"  Never  take  counsel  of  your  fears."  While  President 
Lincoln  was  thus  "hiking  counsel  of  his  fears"  and 
promptly  ordering  troo]>s  from  all  directions  to  over- 
whelm Jackson,  the  latter  was  resting  from  the  fa- 
tigues of  his  forcetl  mai-ches  at  Winchester,  His  lose 
Lole  expedition  wb 
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F  Tbe  entire  strength  of  tiia  force  was  not  over  fifteen 
I  thousand  men.  All  tlie  energy  of  a  great  govemraent 
I  was  now  expended  in  gatLering  about  him  a  force  of 
I  between  fifty-five  and  sixty  thousand  men.  Fremont, 
[  who  had  been  quietly  resting  at  Franklin  while  Gen- 
l-eral  Jackson  was  making  foree<l  marches  after  Banks, 
s  startled  by  the  tidings  of  tbe  Fecleral  rout,  as  he 
[  bimself  was  ordered  by  the  President  to  take  up  his 
[>  march,  and  come  to  the  rescue  in  saving  the  national 
'  capital  from  the  grasp  of  the  redoubtable  Confederate 

leader.    On  the  26th  of  Slay  General  Jackson  wrote 

thus  to  his  wife  from  Winchester : 

"My  precious  darling,  an  ever-kind  Providence 
I  We«t  us  with  success  at  Front  Koyai  on  Friday,  be- 
ftween  Strasburg  and  Winchester  on  Saturday,  and 
Ijiere  with  a  successful  engagement  on  yesterday.  I 
Fdo  not  remember  having  ever  seen  such  rejoicing  as 
Eiras  manifested  by  the  people  of  Winchester  as  our 
7  army  yesterday  passed  through  the  town  in  pursuit  of 
[  the  enemy.  The  people  seenietl  nearly  frantic  with 
joy;  indeed,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  describe 
I  their  manifestations  of  rejoicing  and  gratitude.  Our 
I  entrance  into  Winchester  was  one  of  the  most  stirring 
floenes  of  my  life.  The  town  is  much  improved  in 
I'loyalty  to  our  cause.  Your  friends  greatly  desired  to 
)  you  with  me.  Last  night  I  called  to  see  Mr.  and 
L  Mrs.  Graham,  who  were  very  kind.  .  .  .  Time  forbids 
I  a  longer  letter,  but  it  does  not  forbid  ray  loving  my 
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CHAPTER  XIY. 

CROSS  KETS  AND   I'ORT   RErUliLlC-1862. 

After  his  victory  at  Wincbestcr,  General  Jackson 
despatched  a  trusted  messenger  to  Richmond  to  ask 
for  reinforcements,  and  oven  that  he  should  be  given 
a  force  sufficient  to  march  on  Washington,  believing 
that  tliis  would  be  the  surest  way  to  break  the  for- 
midable lines  which  the  enemy  were  now  drawing 
round  the  Confederate  capital.  "Tell  them,"  he  said, 
"  that  I  have  but  lifteen  thousand  effective  men.  If 
the  present  opening  is  improved,  as  it  should  be,  I 
must  have  forty  thousand."  But  the  government  de- 
cided that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  withdraw  any  troops 
from  the  defence  of  Richmond,  but  directetl  him  to 
carry  out  his  plan  to  the  extent  of  making  a  feint  of 
an  invasion  of  Maryland,  and  of  a  move  upon  Wash- 
ington, and  to  retreat  when  he  became  too  much  en- 
dangered by  overwhelming  numbers.  He  marched  to 
Harper's  Ferry,  closely  watching  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  and  concluded  on  the  SC'th  of  May  that  it  wa« 
time  to  withdraw  his  small  army  if  he  would  pass 
between  the  converging  armies  of  Fremont  and  Mc- 
Dowell. By  his  march  to  Harper's  Ferry  ho  had  in- 
tensified the  panic  at  Washington,  but  he  had  now 
carried  out  his  instructions  to  the  extreme  point  con- 
sistent with  safety. 

The  movements  of  the  large  bodies  of  troops  wbicli 
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'resilient  Lincoln  had  been  for  some  days  urging  witli 

ich  haste  towards  his  rear,  notv  demanded  his  atten- 
in.  Shields  was  pouring  down  from  the  mountain- 
ss  to  Front  Royal  to  cut  him  off.  The  combined 
rcea  of  McDowell  and  Fremont,  which  were  nearly 

liree  times  that  of  the  Confederates,  were  hastening 
1  ojiposite  directions  to  intercept  his  retreat;  and 

pee  at  Strasburg,  the  way  would  be  barred.  From 
e  Potomac  side  the  combined  forces  of  Banks  and 
ixton   amounted    to   fourteen   thousand    men,  that 

iere  reatly  to  close  in  on  liis  retreat.  In  this  peril- 
I  situation,  Jackson  decided  to  occupy  Strasburg 
;  advance,  and  to  pass  swiftly  between  the  two 

iSncipal  armies  gathering  for  hia  destruction.  It 
a  &  case  in  which  supreme  audacity  was  tlie  most 
isnmmate   skill.      He  lost    no  time    in  escaping 

inu  the  dangers  that  threatened  hira — sending  for- 

ard  his  twenty -three  hundred  prisoners  under  a 

■ard ;  then  his  long  trains,  many  loaded  with  capt- 
I  stores,  followed  by  his  whole  army  of  scarcely 
«n  thousand  men.    -The  march  was  made  without 

lolestation,  the  main  body  of  hia  troops  camping  at 

trasburg  on  the  night  of  the  3Ist.  Of  these  the 
fer  part  had  marched  twenty-flve  miles  the  day 

rfore.  and  the  rear-guard,  under  General  Winder, 
llich    hatl    kept   up  a  running  skirmish   with   the 

lemy  between  Harper's  Ferry  and  Winchester,  had 
•ched  thirty-five  miles.    Thus,  in   a  single  day, 

ickson  had  put  thirty  miles  between  himself  and  the 

BW  columns  of  So^tton  and  Banks,  and  took  jusition 
jctly  between  the  armies  of  Fremont  and  McDow- 
I,  which  had  been  sent  to  crush  him.     Fremont  had 

iders  from  Mr.  Lincoln  to  enter  Strasburg  that  after- 
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noon,  but  he  stopped  several  miles  short  of  the  town, 
hindered  probably  by  a  violent  rain-storm;  but,  what- 
ever  tlie  cause,  the  result  was  the  loss  of  all  oppor- 
tunity to  cut  off  Jackson's  retreat. 

The  next  morning  Fremont  made  a  feeble  effort  to 
advance,  but  evidently  hesitated  to  bring  down  the 
whole  of  Jackson's  force  on  himself,  while  uncertain 
that  McDowell  was  in  supporting  distance.  Tlie  lat- 
ter, on  coming  up,  said  he  found  "it  was  too  late  to 
get  ahead  of  Jackson  then."  Shields  was  sent  in  pur- 
suit in  another  direction  to  "head  off"  Jackson,  but 
the  latter  had  gained  a  day's  start,  and  with  his  entire 
force  continued  to  retreat  towards  Harrisonburg. 

Between  Friday  morning  (when  Jackson  was  in 
front  of  Harper's  Ferry)  and  Sunday  night  he  had 
marched  a  distance  of  between  fifty  and  sixty  miles, 
though  encumbered  with  prisoners  and  captured 
stores,  and  reached  Strasburg  Ijefore  either  of  his  ad- 
versaries, having  passed  safely  between  them,  while  he 
held  Fremont  at  imy  by  a  show  of  force,  and  blinded 
and  bewildered  McDowell  by  tlie  rapidity  of  his  move- 
ments. In  order  to  prevent  the  pursuit  of  Shields  by 
the  Luray  Valley,  and  his  *•  heading  off,"  Jackson  de* 
spatched  a  detachment  of  cavalry  to  burn  the  three 
bridges  over  the  South  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  which 
was  effected  without  opposition.  Having  taken  this 
measure  to  free  himself  for  the  time  from  one  of  his 
pursuers,  he  fell  back  mora  leisurely  before  the  other. 

On  Monday  (June  2)  he  retreated  to  Mount  Jack- 
son. On  this  day  he  wrote  his  wife  these  few  hurried 
lines : 

"I  am  again  retiriHg  before  the  enemy.     They  en- 
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deavored  to  pet  in  ray  rear  by  moving  on  both  flanks 
of  my  gallant  army,  but  our  God  has  been  my  guide 
and  saved  me  from  their  gms]).  You  must  not  expect 
long  letters  from  me  in  such  busy  times  as  these,  but 
llways  believe  that  your  husband  never  forgets  his 
Uttle  darling.** 

On  the  3d  he  fell  back  to  New  Market.  Ashby, 
who  had  received  his  commission  as  brigadier-general 
Winchester  a  few  days  before,  was  now  placed  in 
oomnifind  of  all  the  cavalry,  and  to  him  was  commit- 
ted the  duty  of  protecting  the  rear.  The  Confederates 
Were  closely  followe<l  by  Fremont's  advance,  with 
whom  Ashby  constantly  skirinishoil,  checking  thera 
whenever  they  came  too  near;  and  hy  burning  the 
bridge  over  which  the  Confederates  crossed,  their  ad- 
ntnoe  was  held  back  for  a  day.  Jackson  continued 
kis  retreat,  and  on  the  5th  reached  Harrisonburg. 

Ilere  he  changed  his  line  of  march,  and,  leaving  the 
'alley  turnpike,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Port  Re- 
wblie  and  Bi-own'a  Gap.  Ilis  fii-st  care  was  to  pre- 
Mnt  ft  union  of  the  forces  of  Fremont  and  Shields,  for 
Irhich  ho  burned  the  only  bridge  over  the  Shenandoah 
by  which  they  could  cross,  while  he  held  the  only 
ready  means  of  communication  between  them,  the 
bridge  at  Port  Republic,  By  destroying  the  other 
britiges  he  had  placed  a  barrier  between  his  two  pur- 
lers, and  now  he  occupie<l  the  point  where  their  two 
lUtes  converged.  No  farther  to  the  rear  would  the 
Ihenandoah  serve  as  a  barrier  to  their  junction,  for 
uth  of  Port  liepublic  its  head-waters  are  easily  ford- 
>le.  General  Jackson  sent  his  sick  and  wounded  to 
.unton,  having  overcome  what  ivas  thought  an  in- 
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sarmountable  obstacle  in  having  a  ferry  constructed 
to  convey  them  over  the  swollen  river. 

On  the  6th  Ashby  was  attacked  by  a  body  of  Fre- 
mont's cavalry,  under  command  of  C^olonel  Sir  Percy 
Wyndham,  an  English  officer  who  had  taken  service 
in  the  Union  amiy,  and  now  rushed  into  the  fray, 
without  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  situation,  and  was 
defeated  and  taken  prisoner  with  sixty-three  of  his 
men.  As  soon  as  the  news  of  his  repulse  was  received 
at  Fremont's  headquarters,  a  strong  force  was  ordered 
forward  to  hold  the  farther  end  of  the  town  and  the 
approaches  on  that  side.  Ashby,  in  disposing  his  troops 
to  meet  this  formidable  advance,  seemed  to  the  spec- 
tators to  be  instinct  with  unwonted  animation  and 
genius,  A  fierce  combat  ensued,  in  which  his  horse 
fell:  but  extricating  himself,  and  springing  to  his  feet, 
he  saw  his  men  wavering,  and  sliouted, "  Charge,  men  I 
for  God's  sake  charge  I"  and  waved  liis  sword,  when  a 
bullet  pierced  him  full  in  the  breast,  and  he  fell  dead. 
The  regiment  took  up  the  command  of  their  dying 
general  and  rnshed  u(>on  tlio  enemy,  pressing  them 
back,  and  pouring  voUeya  into  them  until  they  were 
out  of  musket  range. 

The  interest  attaching  to  this  fight  between  Jack- 
son's reJir-guard  and  Fremont's  advance  does  not 
grow  mainly  out  of  the  engagement  itself,  which  was 
comparatively  unim|)ortant,  but  out  of  the  fact  that 
it  was  the  occasion  of  the  fall  of  General  Turner 
Ashby,  who  was  truly  the  ideal  of  a  soldier  in  whom 
the  qualities  that  excite  a<lmiration  were  united  to 
those  that  win  affection  and  devotion.  Insensible  to 
danger,  the  more  daring  an  enterprise  the  gi-eater  was 
its  attraction  for  him.     With  such  qualities  were 
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'"^lited  the  utmost  generosity  and  unselfishness ;  a 
^-«licacy  of  sentiment  and  feeling  like  a  woman's  ;  and 
s*-  resiwct  for  the  rights  of  others  which  permitted 
"V^'ithin  the  limits  of  his  authority  no  outrage  on 
^liend  or  foe.     Says  (General  Jackson  in  his  reiwrt : 

"An  official  report  is  not  an  appropriate  place  for 
-■Tiore  than  a  passing  notice  of  the  distinguished  dead ; 
tut  the  close  relation  which  General  Ashby  bore  to 
:»my  command  for  most  of  the  previous  twelve  months 
"^ill  justify  me  in  s;ij'ing  that,  as  a  partisan  officer,  I 
rMiever  knew  his  superior.  His  daring  was  proverbial, 
fcis  powers  of  endurance  almost  incredible,  liis  tone  of 
^^haracter  heroic,  and  his  sagacity  almost  intuitive  in 
<Jivrning  the  pui-poses  and  movements  of  the  enemy." 

After  the  remains  of  the  young  hero  had  been  pre- 
fmA  for  burial  in  Port  Kepublic,  General  Jackson 
<3une  to  the  room  and  requestetl  to  see  them.     He 
^ViB  admitted  alone,  and  after  remaining  for  a  time 
in  silent  communion  with  tlie  dead,  came  forth  with 
*  countenance  of  unusual  solemnity  and  elevation. 
-Ashby's  widowed  mother  lived  in  Fauquier,  but  her 
«uiae  being  now  within  the  Federal  lines,  she  was  de- 
lied  the  comfort  of  receiving  the  remains  of  this,  her 
second  gallant  son  who  fell  in  defence  of  his  country, 
Ht  was  taken  to  Charlottesville  for  temporary  iuter- 
toent.     Slowly  and  sadly  the  funenil  cortege  passed 
nn  its  way  through  that  exquisitely  beautiful  valley. 
The  Btorm  of  battle  even  seemed  to  have  ceased  out 
I       >>{  respect  for  the  dead.     An  escort  of  the  brave  com- 
■      ndes  of  Ashby,  with  bowed  beads  and  solemn  mien, 
llieirarms  reversed,  accompanied  the  hearse.     Behind 
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it  came  the  chieftain's  horse  and  trappings,  ]ed  by  his 
negro  servant,  whose  grief  was  most  demonstrative. 
Uis  personal  staff  next  followed.  The  whole,  as  it 
wound  along  tiie  country  road  in  the  broad  sunlight 
of  a  perfect  summer  day,  seemed  to  recall  some  rite  of 
ancient  chivalry ;  and  surely  no  braver,  truer  knigbt 
was  ever  borne  to  a  glorious  tomb.  After  the  war 
his  remains  were  removed  and  placed  beside  those  of 
his  brother.  Captain  Kichard  Asiihy,  in  the  "  Stone- 
wall Cemetery  "  at  Winchester, 

"  Brief,  brare,  and  glorious  wna  Iiis  young  cnreer ; 

His  mourners  were  tivo  hosts,  his  friends  and  foes. 
And  filly  may  the  stronger,  lingering  here. 

Pray  for  ]iis  gallant  spirit's  bright  repose, 

For  he  wdb  Freedom's  champion ;  one  of  those, 
The  few  in  nuuibi.'r,  tvho  had  not  o'crstcpt 

The  charter  to  chastise  which  she  bestows 
On  such  as  wield  her  weapons.  He  had  kept 
The  whiteness  of  his  sonl,  and  thus  men  o'er  him  wept." 

And  now  for  two  days — the  6th  and  Tth  of  June — 
Jackson's  army  enjoyetl  a  sorely  needed  rest.  In  the. 
twenty-four  days  that  had  intervened  l>etiveen  the 
time  that  he  had  withdrawn  from  Fremont's  front 
at  Franklin  and  his  arrival  at  Port  Republic,  it  had 
marched  three  hundred  miles,  besides  driving  lianks 
over  the  Potomac.  Lying  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Shenandoah,  along  Mill  Creek,  a  few  miles  in  front  of 
Port  Republic,  these  exhausted  and  march-worn  men 
refreshed  themselves,  and  at  the  end  of  two  days  were 
as  ready  as  ever  for  battle. 

Meantime  Jackson,  having  prevented  the  junction 
of  his  two  opponents  by  burning  the  bridges  across 
the  South  Fork  of  the  t^henandoah,  below  Pprt  Re- 
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'Ubljc,  was  ppeimring  to  take  advantage  of  tlipir  en- 
^■wfced  setiaration.  IJe  adapted  bis  strategy  to  the 
csliaracter  of  the  country  and  the  rivers.  Fremont 
"^aas  equal  to  Jackson  in  force,  Shields  wa«  inferior. 
Together  they  largely  ontnuniltered  him.  Ilia  effec- 
'tive  force  at  this  time  could  not  have  exceeded  thir- 
■teen  thousand  men,  and  he  determined  to  retreat  no 
;hei'.  but  to  tight  them  in  detail  ivhile  separated, 
^o  retire  towards  Krown'a  Gap  was  to  allow  his 
to  unite.  To  concentrate  on  the  east  side  at 
once  against  Shields  as  the  weaJcer,  and  burn  the 
bridge  to  keep  Fremont  back,  was  to  run  the  risk  of 
inning  the  battle-field  in  the  plain  on  the  eastern  side 
Commanded  by  Fremont's  guns,  which  would  then 
<SfOwn  the  heights  on  tlie  left  bank.  While  it  might 
■lot  thus  entirely  paralyze  Fremont  in  the  struggle 
**ilh  Shields,  it  would  certainly  prevent  Jackson  from 
'Naming  in  case  of  success  to  attack  Fremont.  The 
^«tifedemte  comman<ler  therefore  took  the  other 
plan  remaining  to  him,  and,  having  sent  off  his  prison- 
^f«  to  the  railroad  at  Waynesboro*  and  removed  his 
^■'^ins  to  I'ort  Republic,  placed  his  army  in  ])08ition 
"^n  the  north  side  of  the  river ;  General  Ewell's  divi- 
sion at  Cross  Keys,  half-way  on  the  road  to  Ilurrison- 
^i^,  and  General  Winder's  division  on  the  heights 
above  the  bridge  along  the  river.  Here  artillery  was 
»l  hand  to  command  the  town  and  bridge  and  plain 
^  which  Shields  must  approach.  Fremont  was  well 
•ilosed  up,  and  his  vigorous  pursuit  of  the  last  few 
4iys  indicated  a  prompt  attack  without  wailing  for 
tthe  co-operation  of  Shields.  The  latter  was  not  so 
*ell  np  as  Fremont,  but  his  advance  came  within  six 
mile*  of  Port   Republic  on  Saturday  evening,  June 
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nh.  Jackson  thus  tocik  a  position  where  he  raij^bt 
nveire  tbc  attack  of  Freinont.  while  it  was  in  the 
power  of  a  small  part  of  bis  force  to  hold  Shields  in 
clii'ck.  His  position,  if  the  latter  attempted  to  altnck 
tn  aid  of  Fremont,  was  impregnable.  The  Keileral 
l.i«>nenil  Tyler  thought  it  "  one  to  defy  an  army  nf 
fifty  thousand  men."'  Defeat  by  Fremont  ivonld 
hare  renderetl  Jackson's  condition  precarious,  but  this 
contingency  be  did  not  antici|)ate.  lib  sagncity  was 
made  manifest,  and  his  strategy  approved,  by  the 
movements  of  liis  iulversaries.  Fremont  had  failed  to 
aeiie  the  Confederate  line  of  retreat  at  Strasburg 
when  it  was  possible,  and  bad  )>ermitted  Jackson, 
owuinbered  with  prisoners,  to  pass  by  him  imrao- 
letiletl.  His  pursuit  of  the  relrealinp;  Confederates 
had  emboldened  him.  and  now,  having  followed  them 
over  fifty  miles  farther,  he  was  ready  to  attack  in 
M  chosen  position  the  army  which  he  hEul  hesitated 
ti>  fight  when  hampered  by  ita  trains  and  captures. 
Then  Mi*IV>weU  was  within  reneb  to  aid :  now  an  im- 
p«iuahlt>  river  prevented  nil  co-operation.  Shields,  on 
tbv  i^her  band,  condemned  by  the  burning  of  the 
brtil^itt  to  make  his  toilsome  way  along  the  mnddy 
irvAiU  of  tlw  Luray  Valley,  had  halted  at  Columbia, 
(UhI  i^nt  torwanl  his  advance  brigiides  to  harass  >Taok- 
wmN  (lank,  with  orders  to  go  as  far  as  Waynesl>oro. 
MMil  bjissk  the  railroad.  The  mass  of  Shields^a  forces 
vtvn"  kiu'vrn  to  be  miles  away,  and  Jackson's  cavalry 
%\iMl»  wer«  expi*cte<l  to  give  timely  warning  of  his 
(IM'VMk'h.  JackuMm  had  placed  his  headquarters  on 
^i#  «iMthw«'«tern  outskirts  of  the  village. 

^um4*0'  moining,  June  Sth,  Wiis  bright  with  nil  the 
Ltlw^v  t4  Mimuier  in  the  Valley  of  ttie  Shenandoah. 
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I  VDiet  reigned  throughout  the  Confederate  camp,  and 

1  and  animals  alike  sepraetl  to  enjoy  the  rest, 

cii  for  a  day  or  two  had  followed  the  excessive 

toils  and  marches  of  the  campai^.    Jackson  was  just 

bounting  his  horse  to  ride  to  the  front,  when  ii  bold 

Did  unexpected  dash  Ity  the  enemy  opened  the  tight 

It  Port  Repnllic  itself,  and  for  a  few  moments  thi-eat- 

i  snch  disaster  that  Shields  sent  a  desjiatch  to  Fre- 

t  saying,  "I  think  Jackson  is  caught  this  time." 

I  Jackson,  followed  by  his  staff,  rode  rapidly  through 

le  town  towards  the  bridge  and  his  troops  stationed 

■  the  hiUs  around  it.    The  enemy  boldly  ci-ossed  the 

bridge,  and   rode  so  cjuickly  into  the  middle  of  the 

t  as  to  intercept  the  two  hindmost  members  of 

tckflon's  staff,  and  make  them  prisoners ;  but  both 

irere  soon  releflsed,  one  by  being  left  in  town  when 

)  Fwlerals   subsequently  retreated,  and  the  other 

ly  capturing  the  soldief  in  whose  care  he  was  placed 

.  bringing  him  back  as  a  prisoner.     The  enemy 

raptly  placed  one  piece  of  artillery  at  the  bridge. 

I  to  command  the   approaches  to  it,  and  with 

Mother  piece    prepared   to  attack   Jackson's  tmin 

^ng  just  outside  of  the  town.     Their  unexpected  ap- 

ii  threw  teamsters  and  camp-followers  into  great 

jsion.     Cut  stxm  a  gun  from  a  Confederate  bat- 

i  brought  and  placed  so  as  to  rake  the  main 

it  of  tJie  village,  and  a  charge  was  poured  into  the 

r  column  of  Federal  troopers,  and  their  movement 

Wchecked.   MeantimeJacksonhad  reached  his  troo]is 

e&rest  the  bridge,  and  ordered  three  batteries  in- 

mlly  to  the  broiv  of  the  terrace  overlooking  the 

Taliaferro's  brigade,  of  Winder's  division,  iviis 

tte  nearest  infantry.     General    Taliaferro  had  them 
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drawn  up  for  inspection.  Onlering  them  forwanij 
Jackson  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  leading 
regiment,  and  the  first  of  Poague's  guns  that  was  teadvi 
and  rushed  at  a  double-quick  towards  the  bridge.  At 
tlie  word  from  Jackson,  Foague  tired  a  charge  which 
disconcerted  the  enemy,  tlien  folloived  a  volley  from 
the  infantry,  and  an  immediate  cijarge  with  the  bay- 
onet. In  a  moment  tlie  Federal  gunners  were  down, 
their  guu  was  captured,  and  the  bridge  was  again  in 
Jackson's  possession.  The  Confederates  lost  two  men 
wounded,  and  the  Federals  their  chance  of  destroying 
the  bridge.  Carroll  Uhe  Federal  colonel),  seeing  him- 
self attacked  fr6m  both  ends  of  the  village,  rode  oat 
of  it  as  rapidly  as  he  entered  it,  and  in  his  flight  aban- 
doned another  jiiece  of  artillery  to  the  Confederates, 
He  soon  met  his  infantry  coming  to  his  supjiortj 
but  the  tlu'ee  Confetlerate  batteries  were  now  in  post 
tion  on  the  bluff  on  the  north  side,  and  they  so  rained 
fire  on  all  the  approaches  to  tlie  town  and  bridge 
from  the  south  and  east  side  that  any  farther  attempt 
was  futile,  and  Carroll's  whole  force  was  obliged  to  jv 
treat.  To  avoid  the  galling  fire  they  moved  soma 
distance  towards  the  mountain  before  turning  down 
the  river.  The  Confetlerate  batteries  followed  on  ti\t 
bluff,  and  continued  to  shell  them  until  they  were  ei». 
tirtly  out  of  range,  some  two  and  a  half  miles  belovr 
The  affair  had  only  occupied  about  one  hour,  and  quiot 
once  more  succeeded  to  the  noise  of  battle. 

To  guard  against  any  repetition  of  this  attack 
Jackson  now  stationed  Taliaferro's  brigade  in  the  Tit 
lage  to  hold  the  fords  of  South  River,  and  placed  th« 
Stonewall  Brigade  on  the  north  side  of  the  main 
river,  to  observe  the  enemy  and  impede  by  arti 
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renewed  advance.  The  remainder  of  Winder's 
iivision  was  held  in  reserve  to  assist  Ewell,  if  need  be. 
WTiile  these  arrangements  were  being  made,  the  battle 
tpencd  along  Ewell's  front. 
On  Saturday  evening,  Fremont  had  made  a,  recon- 
X.  and  having  found  the  Confederates  in  force 
r  Cross  Keys,  gave  ordei-s  for  a  general  advance 
'  next  morning.  General  Ewell  selected  for  his 
Wsition  one  of  the  ridges  with  which  the  country  is 
illed,  the  Federals  occupying  a  lower  parallel  ridge. 
fpemont  disposed  his  forces  for  attack.  Blenker's 
livision,  his  left  wing,  was  placed  opposite  Trimble, 
for  a  time  a  apiritetl  lire  was  maintaine<l  between  the 
Spotting  batteries,  when  the  infantry  was  brought 
6to  play.  General  Trimble's  brigado  luet  the  fli-st 
tault,  which  it  gallantly  repulsed,  and  drove  down 
be  hill  and  back  into  the  woods  from  which  they 
idvanced.  .The  Confe<lerates  awaite<I  another  attacls, 
Wt  the  repulse  had  l)een  too  bloody  to  invite  a  speedy 
mewal.  Trimble  waited  a  short  time,  and,  pei-ceiving 
a  indications  of  a  new  advance,  determined  to  move 
ajnst  the  enemy.  Several  other  regiments  joine<l  him 
I  rimt'T,  and  after  a  siiort  and  sharp  struggle  the 
Fedemis  were  forced  to  yield;  the  artillery  limljered 
Up  and  retired ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  their  whole  left 
wing  %vas  retreating  towards  the  pfjsition  which  it  held 
!  the  oftening  of  the  battle.  Meantime,  Milroy 
hod  advanced  against  the  Confederate  centre.  A 
fierce  artillery  duel  was  here  the  principal  feature  of 
iUie  contest.  The  Confederule  Imtteries  were  in  good 
)aition,  and,  in  spite  of  the  loss  of  men  and  horses 
b  some  of  them,  kept  up  so  spirited  a  fire  that  no 
Wrious  attempt  was  made  on  this  part  of  the  line.     The 
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Fetierals  tirove  in  the  Confederate  skirmisbers  and  feltzJ 
tbo  lines  behind  them,  but  there  Wfis  no  real  attack — 
Thus,  at  the  centre  ot  the  contending  armies,  thes^ 
hours  passed  in  wiiich  the  fate  of  the  day  was  lieing  de — 
cided  on  Blenker's  front.    Schenck  was  last  to  take  his  j 
post  in  the  Federal  Une.    He  arrived  on  the  tield  at  - 
one  p.  u.,  and   moved   in   rear  and   to   the  right  of^ 
Milroy.  to  take  position  to   attack  the ,  Confederate  - 
left.    Genera!  Eweli,  seeing  the  movement  of  troops 
towards  his  left,  strengthened  and  extended  his  line 
on  the  same  flank.     This  delayed  Schenck's  aggressive 
movements,  and  before  he  was  ready  to  attack  in  e&T- 
nest  the  battle  had  been  decided   by  the  defeat  of 
Blenker;  and  Fremont,  alarmed  by  the  disaster  on  his 
left  wing,  ordered  both  centre  and  right  to  withdniw- 
Ewell,  conscious  of  his  inferiority  of  force,  and  antici- 
pating an  attack  from  Schenck  on  his  left,  had  been 
content  with  the  advantages  already  gained  until  his 
enemy's  purposes  were   developed.     As  the    Federal 
right  and  centre  withdrew,  lie  followed.  ]>ushing  for 
ward  his  skirmishers  and  occupying  the  ground  in 
front  of  the  field.     Kight  was  at  hand,  however,  and 
General  Ewell  decided  to  bivouac  in  the  position  he 
held  rather  than  risk  a  night  altac:k  on  the  enemy. 
Thus  ended  the   battle  of   Cross   Kej's.     EweU  ha«l 
repulsed   Fremont  so  decisively  on   one  wing  as  to 
paralyze  his  army  and  to  secure  all  the  advantages  of 
victory.     This  had  been  done,  too,  with  but  a  small 
part  of  the  force  at  command.     The  losses  were  great- 
ly disproportioned,  Ewell's  being  but  two  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  while  that  of  Fremont  was  six  hundred 
and  sixty-four. 
During    this    engagement    the    advance  force  of 
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tenoral  Sbiolds  continued  quiet  on  the  east  side  of 
'  the  river.  Jackson.  etnboUiened  l>y  his  slomiess  to 
advance,  and  the  easy  repulse  of  Fremont,  conceived 
ibe  bolil  design  of  attacking  his  two  opponents  in 
1  tlie  next  day.  witli  the  hope  of  overwhelm- 
j  them  separately.  For  this  purpose  he  directed 
that  during  the  night  a  temporary  bridge,  coni{)osetl 
nply  (tf  planks  laid  upon  the  running-gear  of  wagons, 
iuul;L  he  constructed  over  the  JSouth  Kiver  at  Port 
(epuhlic,  and  ordered  Winder  to  move  his  brigade  at 
kwn  across  both  rivers  and  against  Sliiclds.  Ewell 
directed  to  leave  Trimble's  brigade  and  part  of 
htton's  to  hold  Fremont  in  check,  and  to  move  at 
irly  hour  to  follow'  Winder.  Taliaferro's  brigade 
left  in  charge  of  the  batteries  along  the  river, 
*tnd  to  protect  Trimble's  retreat  if  necessary.  In  case 
of  an  easy  victory  over  Shields  in  the  morning,  Jack- 
son |)roi)osed  to  return  to  the  Uarrisonburg  side  of 
the  river  and  attjkck  Fi-emont  in  the  afternoon.  In 
oaae,  however,  of  delay,  and  a  vigorous  advance  on 
-freraonfa  part,  Trimble  was  to  retire  by  the  bridge 
«nto  Port  Kcpublic,  and  burn  it  to  prevent  his  an- 
t^agonist  from  following.  Jackson  superintended  in 
Jjerson  the  construction  of  the  foot-bridge  over  South 
Hiver,  and  before  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  Winder 
Xvas  already  crossing.  After  two  brigades  had  crossed, 
•Jackson  moved  at  once  against  the  Federals  at  Lewis- 
tjta,  leaving  or<lers  for  the  remaining  troops  to  follow 
aia  rapidly  as  possible.  The  foot-bridge  proving  defec- 
ive,  a  goo<l  deal  of  time  was  lost  in  getting  the  tif«ips 
Impatient  of  delay,  Jackson,  without  wailing 
(pr  the  remainder  of  his  forces,  orderetl  an  attack,  as 
UQ   as  Winder   bad  come   up,   upon  Tyler,  whose 
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position  was  an  admirable  one.  on  tbe  second  terrac: 
from  the  Shenandoah.    Tlte  ground  held  by  his  leS 
and  centre  was  elevateii,  and  cnninianded  all  tho  uTiiX  i  -I'l- 
able  approaches  from  Port  Itepublic.     Jlere  be  ha<»--^=*"l 
six  guns  planted.     A  dense  and  almost  impenetrable  X« 
forest   protected   his  flank,  and  made  all  direct  afrr^' 
proach  to  it  difficult,  while  the  tiatteries  tliere  placwj 
covered    a   lar^   jmrt    of   the   front    and    enlila<ie<~: 
Winder's  advance.     In  this  position  General  Tvle*" 
disposed  his  force,     lie  seems,  though  on  the  alert  ^^^ 
not  to  have  lieen  aware  of  Jackson's  rapid  approach  -J 
until   the  latter  was  deploying  in  his  front,  but  h^^' 

was  altogether  ready  to  meet  the  attack.    Winder  de ■ 

ployeil  his  skirmishers,  and,  advancing  on  both  side^» 
of  tbe  nxui.  drove  in  the  outposts.  He  soon  foantE 
that  the  Federal  batteries  commanded  tbo  road  and. 
its  vicinity  completely.  Jackson  then  dircclpd  him. 
to  send  a  force  to  his  right  through  the  woods  lo- 
turn  the  Federal  left  flank.  Winder,  with  less  llian 
twelve  hundred  men,  found  himself  unable  to  cvpw 
with  the  force  before  him,  and  sent  to  Jackson  for 
reinforcements,  which  the  latter  hurried  forwaj-d  as 
fast  ns  possible.  A  most  determineil  and  stiibltom 
conflict  now  took  place.  Jackson,  finding  tbe  resist- 
ance of  the  enemy  so  much  more  obstinate  than  he 
had  expected,  and  that  his  flnst  attacks  had  failed, 
determined  to  concentrate  his  whole  force  and  givo 
up  all  intention  of  recrossing  the  river.  He  there- 
fore sent  onlers  to  Trimble  and  Taliaferro  to  letivc 
Fremont's  front,  move  over  the  bridge,  burn  it,  and 
join  the  main  IxkIv  of  the  army  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. Meanwhile  the  bloody  work  went  on.  th^ 
Federals  for  a  time  proving  the  victors ;  but  a  rein — 
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Iforeement  to  the  Confederate  batteries  in  aid  of  the 
infantry  enabled  them  to  carry  their  position,  and 
capture  five  of  the  enemy's  guns.  The  Federals  had 
made  a  most  gallant  light,  botJi  with  their  guns  and 
to  save  them,  but  they  could  not  resist  the  combined 
attack.  They  were  pushed  back  at  every  point,  and 
Were  soon  in  full  retretit.  Not  a  moment  too  soon  had 
'they  yielded  the  Held,  for  tlie  remainder  of  Jackson's 
force  was  arriving,  and  in  a  short  time  they  must  have 
been  entirely  overwhelmed.  Colonel  Carroll,  who 
covered  the  Federal  rear,  anys :  "  As  soon  as  we  com- 
menced the  retreat,  the  enemy  turned  and  opened 
ti|Km  us  jKirtiuns  of  Clark's  ami  Huntington's  bat- 
~  (eries  that  they  had  taken  from  us,  which  threw  the 
ar  of  our  column  in  great  disorder,  causing  them  to 
lake  to  the  wwhIs  and  making  it,  for  the  earlier  part 
pf  the  retreat,  apparently  a  rout,  .  ,  .  Their  cttvalry 
llso  charged  u\y€m  our  rear,  increasing  the  confusion." 
The  Confe<lerate  infantry  pressed  the  enemy  for  sev- 
eral miles,  and  the  cavalry  followed  three  miles  more, 
^bout  four  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  a  few  wag- 
ons, one  piece  of  abandonetl  artillery,  and  eight  hun- 
«lred  muskets  were  llie  trophies  of  the  pursuit.  Some 
Iwo  hundred  and  seventy-ilvo  of  the  Federal  wounded 
were  paroled  in  the  hospitals  near  the  battle-field, 
Ahout  two  hundred  others  were  carried  off. 

In  the  series  of  engagements  on  the  lith,  8th,  and 
;'th  uf  Jane  the  losses  were: 


On  JHno  8... 


Over  ir,G 

704  {includipg  CnrroH'a). 
Sny  Hid 
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During  the  forenoon  Fremont  had  advanced  againi 
Trimble  on  tbe  north  aide  of  the  ri%-er,  and  was  drii 
ing  him  slowly  back,  when  the  latter  was  ordei-ed  t 
rejoin  Jackson  at  Lewiston.  He,  with  Tultafena 
then  withdrew  as  rapidly  as  possible,  crossed  tbi 
bridge  without  loas,  and  succeeded  in  burning  it  i: 
the  face  of  tlje  advancing  Fetlei-als.  Fremont's  arm; 
arrived  on  the  heights  overlooking  Lewiston  only  ii 
time  to  witness  the  retreat  of  Tyler,  and  were  pre 
vented  by  the  river  from  giving  him  any  assistance. 

Next  day  the  Confederates  rested  in  camp.  E» 
hausted  nature  demanded  rcitose,  and  Jackson  nov 
gave  it  to  his  tired  and  battle-worn  troops.  Botl 
Shields  and  Fremont  continueil  to  retreat  down  thi 
valley.  "Significant  demonstrations  of  the  enemy/ 
as  Fremont  expressed  it,  canaed  liim  to  withdraw  fai 
ther,  and  he  joined  Banks  and  Sigel  at  Middletownj 
while  Jackson  moved  out  from  hia  confineii  bivouac 
and  camped  in  the  noble  park-like  forest  between 
Weyer'a  Cave  and  Mount  Meridian.  Here  for  fiv( 
days  of  that  splendid  June  he  ivsted  and  refreshed  hii 
army.  On  the  13th  he  issued  this  onler:  "The  fortl 
tude  of  the  troops  under  fatigue  and  their  valor 
action  have  again,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Provi 
denee.  plnced  it  in  the  power  of  the  commanding  ge& 
eral  to  congratulate  them  upon  the  victories  of  JunS 
8th  and  9th.  Beset  on  botii  flanks  by  two  boastfa] 
armies,  you  have  esca|H'd  their  toils,  inflicting  success 
ively  crushing  blows  ujion  each  of  your  pursuere.  Let 
a  few  more  such  efforts  be  made,  and  you  may  confi< 
dently  hope  that  our  beautiful  valley  will  l>e  cleansed 
from  the  pollution  of  the  invader's  presence,  Thi 
major-general  commanding  invites  you  to  observe 


THE  LORD'S  SUPPER  IN   CAMP  ggg 

Worroiv.  June  14tii,  from  three  o'clock  i-.  m.,  as  a  sea- 
son of  ilianksgiving,  by  a  suspensiua  of  all  military 
exercises,  and  by  holding  divine  service  iu  the  several 
regiments."  The  next  day,  being  the  Sabbath,  the 
lord's  Supper  was  adniinistereil  in  a  woodland  grove. 
nature's  oivn  great  temple,  to  a  large  company  of 
Clirisiian  soldiers  from  all  the  army.  witU  whom  their 
general  took  his  place,  and  received  the  sacred  eni- 
blems  from  the  hands  of  a  regimental  chaplain, 

The  following  extracts  are  from  letters  to  his  wife ; 

"Neiir  Port  IlEprBLir,  Juno  lOtli, 

**  On  Sunday,  the  8th,  an  attack  was  made  upon  us 

by  a  part  of  Shields's  command  about  seven  o'clock 

A-  «.,  which  a  kind  Frovidence  enabled  ns  to  repulse, 

Ouring  the  same  morning  Fremont  attacked  us  from 

t-li«  opposite  side,  and  after  several  hours'  fighting  he 

*i-so  was  repulsed.   Yesterday  morning  I  attacked  that 

r*i».rt  of  Shields's  force  which  was  near  Port  Republic, 

*  «^d,  after  a  hotly  contested  field  from  near  six  to  ten 

*-"»r»d  a  half  a.  m.,  completely  routed  the  enemy,  who 

l«::»st  eight  ])ieces  of  artillery  during  the  two  days. 

t^»«)d  has  been  our  shield,  and  to  Ilia  name  be  all  the 

S"l«n'.     I  sent  you  a  telegram  yesterday.     How  I  do 

^^'^"  ifih  for  peace,  but  only  upon  the  condition  of  our 

*^a*tionai  independence !" 

■■  Near  Weyeb'b  Cave,  Juno  14tli. 

"When  I  look  at  the  locality  of  the  cave,  I  take  ad- 

«litionid  interest  in  it  from  the  fact  that  my  esjmsita 

^^fsa  there  once.  .  .  .  Our  Gixl  has  again  thrown  bis 

*biol(l  over  me  in  the  various  apparent  dangers  to 

■which  I  have  been  exposed.     This  evening  we  have 
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religious  services  in  tlie  army  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering thanks  to  the  Alost  High  for  the  victories  with 
which  He  has  crowned  our  arms,  and  to  offer  earnest 
prayer  that  Ho  will  continue  to  give  us  success,  until, 
through  His  divine  blessing,  our  independence  shall  Ije 
established.    Wouldn't  you  iilie  to  get  home  aguin  i" 

The  battleaof  Cross  Keys  and  Port  Republic  closed 
the  Valley  Campaign  of  lSfi3.  Brilliant  as  were  the 
achievements  of  Genend  Jackson  during  the  succeed- 
ing months  of  his  too  brief  career,  it  was  his  Valley 
Campaign  which  lifted  liim  into  great  fame;  nor  do 
any  of  his  subsequent  achievements  show  more  strik- 
ingly the  characteristics  of  his  genius.  Within  forty 
days  he  had  marched  four  hundi-ed  miles ;  fought  four 
pitched  battles,  defeating  four  se])arate  armies,  with 
numerous  combats  and  skirmishes;  sent  to  the  rear 
three  thousand  live  hundred  prisonei^;  killetl  and 
wounded  a  still  larger  number  of  the  enemy,  and  de- 
feated or  neutralized  forces  three  times  as  numerous 
as  his  own  upon  his  proper  theatre  of  war,  Iteeides 
keeping  the  corps  of  McDowell  inactive  at  Fredericks- 
burg. 

From  tlie  rapidity  of  his  forced  marches.  Jackson'» 
soldiers  were  sometimes  called  his  "foot -cavalry.'* 
They  sometimes  marchetl  twenty-five,  thirty,  and  <>vei» 
thirty-five  miles  a  day!  A  Northern  writer  said  that- 
"  Jackson  moved  infantry  with  the  celerity  of  cavalry- 
His  men  said  he  always  marched  at  'early  dawn."  ex- 
cept when  /ip  started  the  vifjht  Itefore  ;  but  despite  all- 
these  'hardships,  fatigues,  and  dangers.'  says  one  o^ 
the  'foot-cavalry,'  'a  more  cheerful,  genial,  jolly  se*i 
could  not  bo  found  than  were  these  men  in  gray. 


"STONEWALL  JACKSON'S  WAY."  2S& 

hey  indalged  in  jokes  ad  lihitam  at  the  e.'(|>ense  of 
Lcli  oilier,  tUeir  inilefatigable  leader,  and  the  Yankees. 
!  deckred  that  General  Jackson  was  far  greater 
lan  Moses.  "  Moses,"  they  said,  '■  took  forty  years 
I  lead  the  Israelites  througli  the  wilderness,  'with 
anna  to  feed  them  on;  "old  Jack'  would  have 
[oubleK]uicked  through  it  on  half  rations  in  three 
Genera!  Hanks  was  dubbed  by  them  "  Jack- 
n's  commissary-general,"  and  whenever  the  head  of 
teir  column  turned  down  the  valley,  the  jest  i-an 
long  the  lines,  "Lee  is  out  of  rations  again, and  Jack- 
1  is  detailed  to  call  on  the  'commissary-general.'" 
It  was  a  stirring  life  the  soldiers  led  in  those  days  of 
a  war !  Warm  friendships  sprang  up  among  com- 
ides  who  stood  in  the  ranks  together  and  shared  the 
s  privations  and  dangei-s.  Besides  these  personal 
ichments  among  officers  and  soldiers,  that  which 
I  the  whole  army  together  was  its  devotion  to  its 
mmander,  who  shared  the  privations  of  the  common 
(ddier,  the  fatigues  of  the  march,  and  the  dangers  of 
All  bad  such  confidence  in  his  genius  forcom- 
aad  that  they  felt  sure  of  victory  where  he  led  the 
This  confidence  is  expressed  in  the  rough  verses 
bf  one  of  his  soldiers,  which  must  have  had  a  stirring 
effect  when  read  or  sung  after  a  long  day's  march,  as 
the  men  sat  round  their  camp  fires.  Then,  like  a 
tjugle,  rang  out  the  lines  of 


"StosbWai.L  J*CKSON'a  \Va' 
Come,  stuck  urms,  men;  pilu  on  the 

Stir  Up  tlic  cnmp-lii'cs  brigbt; 
No  mutter  if  the  cnntcen  fuila, 
•  We'll  make  a.  ronriiig  riiglit. 
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Here  Slienaiidoali  brawls  along, 
Tbcre  lofly  Blue  Ridge  echoes  etrung, 
To  swell  tlie  Brignde's  roariog  song 
or  Stonewall  Jackson's  way. 

"We  see  liim  now — the  okt  slouched  Uat, 
Cocked  o'er  liis  eje  askew ; 
The  shrewd  Ary  smile,  the  speech  so  pat, 

So  culm,  ao  blunt,  so  Inic. 
The  '  Blue-light  Elder "  knows  tliem  well : 
Saya  lie,  'Thafa  Bonks— 1ic"b  fond  of  shell ; 
Loi'd  save  his  soul!  we'll  give  him — '  well,^ 
That's  Stonewall  Jackson's  way. 

"Silence!  ground  arms!  kneel  nil!  caps  off  I  ] 
Old  Blue-light's  going  to  rmy; 
Strangle  the  Tool  tbnt  dares  to  scofT! 

Attention!  it's  his  way! 
Appealing  from  liis  native  sod 
In  forma  pauperit  to  God, 
•Lay  bare  Thine  arm— stretch  forth  Tliy  n 
Amen  1'    TImt's  Stonewall's  wny. 

"He's  in  the  saddle  now  I    Full  in! 
Steady,  the  whole  Brigade! 
Hill's  Bt  the  Ford,  cut  off!— we'll  win 

His  way  out,  bull  and  blade. 
Whnl  matter  if  our  shoes  are  worn  f 
What  matter  if  our  feet  are  torn? 
Quick  step!  we're  with  him  before  moral 
Tliat'a  Stonewall  Jackson's  way. 

"The  suu'b  bright  Inncea  rmil  the  mists 
Of  morning — and,  by  George ! 
There's  Longstrect  struggling  in  the  Usts,    , 

Hemmed  in  an  ugly  gorge. 
Pope  and  his  columns  whipped  before — 
'Bayonets  aniJ  grape  1'  hear  Stonewall  roar; 
■Charge,  Stuart!  ]my  off  Asliby's  soire!' 

Tliat's  Stnnewnll  Jackson's  wny,     ' 


GENERAL  EWEU 

"Ah I  maiden,  wuit  aod  wntcli  and  ycnrn 

For  news  of  Stonewnirs  baud ; 

Ahl  widow,  read  with  eves  Ibat  burn, 

Tlint  ling  upon  tby  linnd. 
All !  njfc.  sew  nil,  pro;  on,  liopc  on; 
Thy  lifo  Bliall  not  be  nil  forlorn. 
The  foe  liad  bettvr  ne'er  been  bom 

Than  get  in  Stoncwnll's  wny  1" 


The  gallant  General  Ewell  proved  a  faithful  coad- 
titor  to  General  Jackson  in  all  their  arduous  opera- 
tions together.  When  asked  once  what  lie  thought  of 
%he  latter's  generalship  in  thiii  campaign,  he  replied,  in 
"bis  brusque,  impetuous  manner:  "Well,  sir,  when  he 
onimenced  it  I  thought  him  crazy;  before  he  ended 
t  I  thought  him  inspired."  Ewell  was  not  a  I'eligious 
fannn  nt  the  beginning  of  the  war,  but  the  influence 
■«~if  Jackson's  example  was  hlpst  to  his  conversion,  as 
t-be  fi^llowing  well-authenticated  fact  will  prove  :  "At 
&  council  of  war  one  night,  Jackson  bad  hstenod  very 
attentively  to  the  vien-s  of  bis  subonlinates,  anil  asked 
vsntil  the  next  morning  to  present  his  own.  As  they 
oanie  away,  A.  P.  Hill  laughingly  said  toEwell,  'Well, 
X  suppose  Jackson  wants  time  to  pray  over  it.'  Hav- 
ing occasion  to  return  soon  afterwards  to  get  his 
swonl  which  Ite  had  forgotten,  Evvell  found  Jackson 
on  bis  knees,  and  heard  bis  ejaculatory  prayers  for 
Cotl's  guidance  in  the  perplexing  movements  then 
before  them,  by  which  be  was  so  deeply  impressetl, 
and  by  Jackson's  general  religious  character,  that 
be  said :  'If  that  is  religion,  I  must  have  it ;'  and  in 
making  a  profession  of  faith  not  long  aft«r,  be  at- 
tribatod  it  to  the  influence  of  General  Jackson's  ex- 
ample." 
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Still  more  striking  is  the  testimony  to  Jackson's         (fe. 
vout  .habits  by  his  colored  servant  Jim,  who  said  t^Hat 
he  could  always  tell  when  there  was  going  to  be  a  1 bat- 
tle.    Said  he :  ''  The  general  is  a  great  man  for  pr      ay- 
ing,  night  and  morning  —  all  times.    But  when  I       see 
him  get  up  several  times  in  the  night  besides,  to  go-     off 
and  pray,  then  I  know  there  is  going  to  he  somethin  ^  to 
pay ;  and  I  go  straight  and  pack  his  haversack^     be- 
cause I  know  he  will  call  for  it  in  the  morning." 


CHAPTER  XV. 

TBE   RICUMOND   CAMPAIGN— 1882, 

i  we  leave  the  brave  little  army  of  General 
ickson  Inxuriating  in  a  rest  among  tbe  grand  old 
*oo(ls  and  green  valleys  of  the  Slienandoah,  a  brief 
lance  will  be  given  at  tlie  operations  of  the  two  con- 
ending  armies  around  Richmond.  For  months  the 
oveminent  at  Wasliinglon  had  been  concentrating 
«  energies  upon  the  capture  of  tbe  Confederate  capi- 
hl.  General  McClellan.  with  a  large  army  splendidly 
[f^tiipped,  had  intrenched  and  fortified  himself  upon 
a«  approaches  to  the  city,  and,  aided  by  ii  fleet  of 
an-bonts  in  the  .Tames  River,  was  marching  up  from 
He  Peninsula,  while  McDowell,  with  his  corps,  was 
dLTancing  from  Fredericksburg  to  join  him. 
h^o  oppose  this  great  movement.  General  Johnston 
pld,  early  in  April,  transferreil  his  army  from  Ma- 
^asas  to  tlie  Peninsula,  but  in  consequence  of  greatly 
»ferior  numliers  was  compelled  to  fall  back  before 
ti«  adx'ancti  of  the  Northern  army.  not.  however,  witli- 

E resisting  and  inflicting  heavy  losses.     On  tlie  oth 
May  a  battle  was   fought  at  Williamsburg;    but 
nston  continued  to  retreat  until  he  finally  settled 
'own  with   his  array   between   Richmond   and   the 
i  > iclcahominy.     As  the  Federals  began  to  cross  that 
t-rwim  on  the  31st  of  May,  he  attacked  them,  and  a 
jB«ce  contest  ensued,  lasting  from  two  o'clock  until 
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nightfall,  and,  as  he  reports,  "  drove  tbem  back  to  tb^s 
'Seven  Pines,'  more  than  two  miles  through  thei«^ 
own  camps,  and  from  a  series  of  intrenchnients,  aniS 
repelled  every  attempt  to  recapture  them  with  gr«?at:: 
slaughter."     In  this  battle   he   was   wounded   so  se — ■ 
riously  that  ho  was  unable  to  resume  command,  an<B 
his  place  ivas  filled  by  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  whi:^ 
thus  became  the  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  South — 
ern  armies.    President  Daviswas  also  upon  the  ground. 
giving  his  counsel  and  aid.    The  gallant  and  dashing 
General  J.  E.  M.  Stuart,  called  from  his  initials  "  .lob  " 
Stuart,  had,  in  obedience  to  General    Leo's  orders, 
ma^Ie  a  raid  with  his  cavalry  force  of  twelve  hundred 
men,  and  some  light  artillery,  around  the  whole  cur 
cuit  of  the  Federal  lines — a  perilous  undertaking,  Init 
from  which  he  i-etumetl  in  safety,  having  thus  ascer- 
tained the  ]>osilion  and  strength  of  the  enemy.     This 
was  one  of  the  most  daring  and  brilliant  exploits  of 
the  war,  and  won.  both  fi-om  friends  and  foes,  great 
distinction  for  Stuart  and  liis  gallant  troojiers. 

And  now  comes  in  the  part  of  Jackson,  who,  after 
his  victory  at  Winchester  in  May,  had  refjuested  to 
be  reinforced,  saying :  "  I  should  have  forty  thousand 
men,  and  with  them  I  would  invade  the  Korth ;"  to 
ivhich  General  Lee's  reply  was  :  *'  But  lie  must  help 
me  to  drive  these  people  away  from  Ilichmond  first," 
Thus,  with  his  keen  military  sagacity,  lie  ha<l  already 
formed  the  design  to  concentnite  the  army  of  Jack- 
son with  his  own,  and  take  the  aggressive  against 
McCiellan.  However,  in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy, 
it  was  necessary  to  mask  Jackson's  removal  from  the 
Valley ;  and  a  reinforcement  of  seven  thousand  men 
was   sent   as   far  as   Staunton  as    a  blind,  and  then 
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r^'arehed  back  with  Jackson's  array.    The  eaemy  in  the 

•^a//ey  was  deceived  with  equal  adroitness,  and  Jack- 

|*On's  stidden  march  over  the  mountains  was  a  com- 

[|>lete  surprisp  to  friends  as  well  as  foes — not  a  man  in 

3  own  army  knowing  where  it  was  going  as  it  tobk 

its  march  from  Mount  Meridian,  on  the  17th  of 

iFune.      After  accompanying  hEs  troops  to  within  fifty 

Tnil<?s  of  Richmond,  he  placed  them  in  command  of 

Oeneriil  Ewell,  and  rode  express,  with  a  single  courier, 

to  the  city  to  confer  with  General  Lee,     On  leaving 

his    camp  on  this  occasion,  he  met  with  a  pleasing 

evidence  of  the  faithfulness  of  one  of  his  pickets, 

wbu,  not  knowing  him,  refused  to  let  him  pass!     The 

^^veneral   pleaded  that  he  was  an  officer  on  military 

^■^nsiness,  bm  without  avail;  then  that  ho  was  an  ofQcer 

(feearing  imjrortant  intelligence  to  General   Lee,  hut 

the  man  still  protested,  saying  he  had  special  orders 

f  r^in  Jackson  not  to  pass  either  soldiers  or  citizens. 

ITe  agreed,  however,  to  call  the  captain  of  the  guard. 

^vho,  on  coming  forward,  recognizetl  his  general,  and 

s*t  once  let  him  pass.     He  did  not  go,  however,  with- 

^^Otit  wupmly  commending  the  fidelity  of  the  sentinel- 

^^K>ldier  for  his  strict  obedience  to  orders. 

^H     After  a  full  conference  with  General  Lee,  Jackson 

^Bfce  next  day  i-eturned  to  his  command,  and  conveyed 

^^R>  safely  to  Ashland  on  the  evening  of  June  25th, 

^Mo-om  which  he  was  directed  to  march  and  turn  the 

^^feneroy's   works   at   MechanicsviJle,  where  he  had  a 

X>«werfal  reserve  intrenclied.      On  reaching  Ashland, 

•Xackson   encountered   unexpected  diHiculties  in   the 

f  burned  bridges  and  the  handling  of  a  part  of 

jr'  by  inexperienced  subordinates,  which  caused 

ilidsla} .    Under  the  stress  of  his  great  anxiety  and 
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heavy  responsibilities,  he  gave  not  one  moment  tc» 
rest  or  sleep  during  the  night,  but  devoted  the  wholcr 
of  it  to  the  most  energetic  preparations  ««(/  to  praifer— 
Soon  after  sunrise  the  next  morning,  liis  army  \va^ 
put  in  motion,  and  in  its  march  met  at  eoi-h  cruss— 
road  the  vigilant  cavalry  of  Stuart,  that  graduallj- 
eovered  his  left ;  and  by  the  afternoon  Jackson  was 
abreast  of  the  enemy's  right  flank  at  MechanicsviUe. 
Here  A.  P.  Hill's  division*  had  been  in  position  be- 
fore the  enemy's  works  for  some  hours,  and  was  only 
waiting  for  Jackson^s  support  to  make  an  attack.     At 
the  sound  of  the  latter's  guns,  which  told  that  he  was 
approaching.   Hill    swept   forward,   and   drove    the 
enemy  out  of  the  little  village,  and  down  the  Chicka- 
hominy  into  their  strong  intrencliments  on  its  eastern 
bank.     In  their  impetuosity  to  drive  them  out  of  this 
position,  the  Confe<Ierates  would  not  wait  until  Jack- 
son's advance  could  turn  their  flank,  but  attacked 
them  that  evening  on  their  left.     A  furious  cannon- 
ade  ojicned  on  both  aides,  and  after  a  severe  fight  the 
Confederates  failed  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  their 
works,  and  slept  that  night  upon  their  anns.     This 
was  the  beginning  of  the  seven  days'  battles  around 
Hichmond, 

The  bearing  of  the  soldiers  in  this  crisis  wa«  not 
moi'p  worthy  of  admiration  than  the  calmness  of  the 
people.     Dr.  Dabney  says  : 


•  II,  is  fntcii  for  griiiitcii  tlint  iimst  reniicrs  know  tliiit  llitrc  were 
two  generalB  by  Ihennme  of  Hill  in  the  Conredcratu  nrmj— A.  P. 
Hill,  of  Virgiiiin,  ami  I).  H.  Hill,  of  Norlli  Cnrolinn,  Botli  were 
verj  distingiiishetl  officei-s.  The  Utier  nns  a  brotlicr-in-lnw  of 
ScoDC^val[  Jack  BOO. 


^^^^^^  TUE  SEVEN   DAYS'   BATTLES. 

*'  The  demeanor  of  the  citizens  of  RicUmond  showed 
^fiir  courage,  and  their  faith  in  their  leaders  and 
'tleir  cause.  For  many  weeks  the  Christian  people 
ha,«i  given  themselves  to  praj'er;  and  they  drew  from 
ff  eaven  a  sublime  composure.  The  spectator,  (wssing 
ibroagb  the  streets,  saw  the  people  calmly  engaged 
n  their  usual  avocations,  or  else  wending  their  way 
,0  the  churches,  while  th«  thunder  of  cannon  shook 
be  city.  The  young  |>eopIe  promenaded  the  heights 
(orth  of  the  town,  and  watched  the  distant  slielis 
>iarsting  against  the  sky.  As  the  calm  summer  even- 
ng  descended,  the  family  groups  were  seen  sitting 
ipon  their  door-steps,  where  mothere  told  their  chil- 
jr*n  at  their  knees  how  Lee  ami  his  heroes  were 
li-iving  away  the  invaders." 

At  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  contest 
V,^tween  the  Federal  artillery  and  that  of  A,  P.  Hil! 
^v3u>  resumed  ;  but  perceiving  the  divisions  of  Jack- 
son approaching  their  rear,  the  enemy  retreatetl  down 
the  Chickaborainy  towards  Cold  Harbor,  burning  and 
deserting  vast   quantities  of  army  stores.     General 
l^ee  directed  Jackson  to  proceed  to  Cold  Harbor  with 
^y.    n.  Hill,  and  strike  their  line   of   retreat.     Not 
knowing  the  country,  Jackson  was  misled  into  taking 
Oie  wrong  road,  and  had  to  retrace  his  march,  thus 
iwing  an  hour  of  precious  time,  while  the  cannonad- 
ing told  that  the  battle  was  thickening  in  front,  and 
(litre  was  danger  that  he  might  be  too  late  to  fiillil 
lii."!  order.     But  he  maintained  his  calmness  and  coni- 
/HJSiire,  and  when  this  fear  was  suggested  to  him,  he 
rephod :    "  No.  let  us  trust  that  the  providence  of 
God  will  so  overrule  it  that  no  mischief  shall  result." 
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The  event  proved  that  his  confidence  was  not  nu^^ 
taken,  for  by  this  delay  D.  il.  Hill  was  enabled  X* 
meet  bim  precisely  at  the  appointed  lime  and  pli 
Whilu  A.  P.  Hill  was  fighting  against  overwhelminj 
numbers,  Jackson,  with  D.  H.  Hill,  advanced  unde^^ 
the  hottest  fire,  and  for  sevei-al  hours  continued  th^^ 
combat  with  wavering  fortunes.      The  battle  was  a^^ 

hanlly   contested   one;    but   the   Confederates,  aftei 

making  the   most   stubborn   resistance,  and    fttoully 

holding  every  inch  of  ground  they  had  won,  at  last;^:— 
won  the  day.  The  faithful  Stonewall  Brigade,  under— "■ 
(ieneral  Winder,  with  D.  U.  Hill's  command,  mad^ 
brilliant  charges;  and,  with  simultaneous  successes 
upon  other  parts  of  the  field,  the  whole  wing  of  the 
Federal  arm  v>  with  its  reinforcements,  waa  forced  bacW 
into  the  Bwamps  of  the  Chickahominy. 

During  this  terrible  day,  while  the  issu<?  was  in 
suspense.  .Tackson  was  seen  to  show  iinwontol  excite- 
ment, riding  restlessly  to  and  fro,  despatching  mes- 
sengers to  each  of  his  division  commanders  with  this 
sharp  command:  "Tell  them  this  affair  must  hang 
in  suspense  no  longer ;  nwcep  tke^fifld  icith  tAe  bay- 
onet.''"  But  before  his  messages  were  receivetl,  the 
ringing  cheers  rising  from  every  side  out  of  the  smok- 
ing woods  relieved  his  anxiety,  and  told  him  that  the 
ilay  wiis  ivon.  The  next  morning  there  was  not  a 
Foderiil  soldier  north  of  the  Chickahominy.  In  .lack- 
son's  official  rej)ort  of  the  battle,  he  thus  descpibi-s 
the  part  borne  by  the  gallant  flencral  Hood  and  his 
Texans.  who  were  under  his  command  : 

"  Advancing  through  a  number  of  retreating  and 
disoi-dered  regiments,  he  came  within  range  of  the 
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temy'a  fire;  who,  concealed  in  an  open  wood  and 
vtected  by  breastworks,  jwiu'ed  a  destructive  fire, 
fer  a  quarter  of  a  mUe,  into  Ins  advancing  line,  under 
irbich  many  brave  oflicei's  and  men  fell.  Dashing  on 
rith  unfaltering  step  in  the  face  of  these  murderous 
Ibcharges  of  canister  and  musketry,  General  Ilooil 
i  Colonel  Laws,  at  the  beads  of  their  respective  bri- 
[ndes,  rushed  tn  tlie  charge  with  a  yell.  Moving 
1  a  precipitous  ravine,  leaping  ditch  and  stream, 
lambering  up  a  difficult  ascent,  and  exposed  to  an  in- 
Bsant  and  deadly  lire  from  the  intrenchments,  these 
rave  and  determined  men  jjressed  forward,  driving 
he  enemy  from  his  well-selected  and  fortified  posi- 
In  this  charge,  in  which  upwards  of  a  thousiind 
taen  fell,  killed  and  wounded,  before  the  face  of  the 
meniy,  and  in  ivhieh  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
learly  a  regiment  were  captured,  the  Fourth  Texas, 
ncier  the  lead  of  General  Ilood,  was  the  first  to 
lierce  these  strongholds  and  seize  tlie  gims.  .  .  . 
The  shouts  of  triumph  which  rose  from  our  hravo 
jnen  as  they,  unaided  by  artillery,  hail  stormed  this 
^tadel  of  their  strength,  were  promptly  carried  fi-om 
ine  to  line,  and  the  triumphant  issue  of  this  assault, 
iritii  the  well-directed  fire  of  tlie  batteries,  and  sue- 
teeuful  charges  of  Hill  and  Winder  upon  the  enemy's 
liglit,  determined  the  fortunes  of  the  day.  The  Fed- 
fr&la,  routed  at  every  ])oint,  and  aided  by  the  dai-k- 
s  of  the  night,  escai)ed  across  the  Chickahominy." 


The  next  morning,  as  General  Jackson  inspected 
tiiis  position  and  saw  the  deadly  disadvantages  under 
hich  the  Texans  had  carried  it,  he  exclaimed :  "  These 
len  are  soldiers  indeed  I" 
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The  Confederates  lia»l  indeed  guiaed  a  great  victory. 
It  now  remained  to  push  their  success  to  the  utinoat. 
To  this  end  Eweli  and  Stuart  were  sent  to  cut  off  tlie 
retreat  by  the  York  Itiver  Ilailroad,  which  was  effected. 
Before  retiring,  the  enemy  destroyed  a  vast  amount  of 
army  stoi-es  and  Ijurned  the  residence  and  fiirni  build- 
ings of  General  Lee  at  the  White  House.  Tlie  reti-eat 
down  the  Peninsuhi  being  now  cut  off.  it  only  remained 
for  the  Confederate  right  wing  to  get  between  it  and 
the  James  River  to  complete  the  success  by  the  capt- 
ure of  the  whole  Federal  army.  But  the  retreat  was 
aided  by  the  dense  forests  and  impassable  swamps,  and 
as  they  burned  the  brklges  across  the  Chiukahomiay 
as  soon  as  they  had  crossed  them,  they  were  able  to 
continue  their  march  towards  the  James.  At  their 
inlrenchments,  and  in  thi-ir  track,  were  found  desert- 
ed supplies  of  vast  amiy  stores,  much  of  which  they 
had  attempted  to  destroy.  But,  notwithstanding,  the 
spoils  praved  a  rich  harvest  to  the  < -onf ederates,  who 
gained  great  stores  of  fixed  ammunition,  and,  besides, 
the  suffering  country  ]ieople  were  suppUed  with  much- 
uecded  provisions  and  necessiiries. 

McClellan's  last  intrenchnients  were  at  Savage 
Station,  where  General  IMagruder  made  a  vigorous 
attack  u|X)n  his  flank  an<l  front,  and  di-ove  hina  out  of 
them  near  sunset  of  the  29th.  The  sound  of  the  com- 
bat put  Jackson  on  the  ywi  fUv,  and  as  he  lay  dowa 
under  the  open  sky  for  a  short  rest,  he  gave  orders 
that  everything  should  be  ready  to  move  at  early 
dawn.  At  midnight  he  was  awakened  by  a  sudden 
shower,  which  drenched  him  so  thoroughly  that  he 
(MuLd  sleep  no  more,  and  he  determined  to  precede  his 
troops  to  the  position  of  Magruder,  in  order  to  hava, 


hne  for  fuller  conferencp.    This  was  the  same  gallant 
>hn  Bankhcad  Magruder  under  whom  Jackson  won 
B  first  laurels  as  a  soldier  in  Mexico. 
On  June  3l!»th  General  Jackson  wrote  tliiis  to  his 
ife: 

"  Scar  WuiTK  Oak  Swamp  BBnxiE, 

^'An  ever-kind  Providence  has  greatly  blessed  our 
Ebrts  and  given  us  great  reason  for  thankfulness  in 
iving  defended  Bichmond.  To-day  the  enemy  is  re- 
eating  down  the  Chickahominy  towaixla  the  James 
Iver.  Many  prisoneis  are  falling  into  our  hands. 
Boeral  D.  11.  Hill  and  I  are  together.  I  ha^l  a  wet 
id  last  night,  as  the  rain  foil  in  torrents.  T  got  up 
tout  midnight,  and  haven't  seen  much  rest  since.  I 
Ktmst  that  our  God  will  soon  bless  us  with  an  honor- 
lie  peace,  and  permit  us  to  be  together  at  home  again 
.the  enjoyment  of  domestic  happiness. 
."  Vou  must  give  lifty  dollars  for  church  purposes, 
kd  more  should  you  l)e  disposed.  Keep  an  account 
'  the  amount,  as  we  must  give  at  least  one  tenth  of 
IT  income.  I  would  like  very  much  to  see  my  dar- 
ig.  but  hope  that  God  will  enable  me  to  remain  at 
IB  post  of  duty  until,  in  Ilis  own  good  time.  He 
esses  us  with  inde|M!ndence.  This  going  home  has 
jured  the  army  immensely." 

lAftw  the  discomforts  of  tlie  previous  night,  when 
8  Uoops  came  up,  he  was  found  drying  himself  be- 
TO  a  camp-fire,  but,  speedily  taking  his  place  at  their 
tad  and  moving  on,  capturetl  at  Savage  Station  a 
)ld  hospital  containing  twenty.fi ve  hundred  sick  and 
ounded.  Other  prisoners  fell  into  his  hands  at  every 
ev»  until  Mie  thousand  were  sent  to  the  rear.     An 
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officer,  congratulating  him  on  tlit;  great  number  oft*** 
captives,  said  they  surrendered  loo  willingly,  and  tb  ^ 
their  maintenance  would  be  a  heavy  expense  to  t^^ 
Confederacy  ;   but  General  Jackson  answered,  with. 
smiie, "  It  is  cheaper  to  feed  tliem  than  to  light  them  — 
On  thia  day,  the  3uth,  lie  surprised  the  enemy  by 
fierce  onslaught  from  his  batteries  that  were  in  a  coK~l 
cealed  position,  which  drove  them  rapidly  to  the  rea"»^ 
leaving  several  pieces  of  artillery  behind  them.    The^' 
afterwards  rallied,  and  during  the  rest  of  the  day  an 
artillery  duel  was  kept  up;  but  as  each  party  was  in- 
visible to  the  other,  not  much  damage  resulted  to  either 
side.     The  White  Oak  Swamp  bridge  Laving  been  de- 
stroyed. Jackson  made  an  attempt  to  repair  it,  so  as  to 
pursue  the  enemy ;  but  when  night  came,  and  he  saw 
that  so  little  had  beeu  accomplished,  more  wearied 
and  depressed  than  he  had  ever  been  seen  to  be  before, 
as  he  lay  down  to  sleep,  he  said:  "Now,  gentlemen, 
let  us  at  once  to  bed,  and  rise  with  the  dawn,  and  see 
if  to-morrow  we  cannot  do  something!" 

During  that  night  the  Federal  forces  skilfully  with- 
drew from  his  front  and  moved  to  Malvern  Hill.  At 
an  early  hour  the  next  morning,  July  1st.  Jackson  put 
his  corps  in  motion  and  crossed  the  White  Oak  Swamp, 
His  reconnoissanco  showed  him  the  enemy  strongly 
posted  upon  an  eminence  in  front  of  Malvern  Hill.  In 
short,  the  whole  army  of  McClellan,  which  was  still 
powerful  and  well  disciplined,  was  now  assembled  on 
one  field,  while  the  whole  Confederate  army  was  con- 
verging around  it,  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the 
general- in -chief  and  the  President.  The  war  of  the 
giants  was  now  about  to  begin.  The  position  of  the 
Federals  was  selected  by  McClellan  himself  with  con- 
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'fnniate  skill— the   ridge   cominmnlinf;  all  the  sur- 
^Unding  country,  and  lie  was  also  under  the  protec- 
*'On  of  his  gun-boats  in  the  James  River.     The  Con- 
'p<iemfes  lalwred  under  the  disadvantage  of  an  in- 
fofior  position,  having  also  to  cross  swampy  woods 
and  a  plain,  which  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  McClel- 
lan's  artillery,  and,  as  they  approached  bis  inlrench- 
iiicnts,  his  deadly  musketry  was  equally  appalling. 
The  Cun federate  leadei-s  were  likewise  ignorant  of  the 
country,  which  impedeii  their  progress  ami  delayed 
tlie  opening  of  the  buttle  until  late  in  the  afternoon. 
IJut  on  it  came  at  last,  and  raged  with  the  utmost  fury 
tsntil    urgbt  put  an  end   to   the   conflict.     Jackson's 
Ci-oops  fought  with  their  usual  bravery,  but  he  con- 
c^e^  the  laurels  of  the  day  toD.  II.  Hill,  who  charged 
^LCTTOsB  the  oi>en  plain  in  face  of  a  terrific  fire  of  artil- 
lery, umler  which  his  men  fell  fast.     But  he  was  soon 
r>^^inforcc(i   by  Jackson,  and  enabled  to  maintain  his 
■ound  until  the  veil  of  darkness  interposed  and  mer- 
fully  closi'd  the  bloody  struggle.    At  ten  o'clock  the 
^ttle  died  away,  when  Jackson  retired  slowly  ami 
~  enrily  to  the  rear  to  seek  some  refreshment  and  rest, 
^^~^K.\s  faithful  servant,  Jim,  prepared  a  pallet  for  him  on 
^   ^  iL"  ground,  in  the  midst  of  a  confused  multitude  of 
^^^■i^~agons  and  Btragglei-s,  and  after  partaking  of  some 
^^•^^>od  he  sank  to  sleep.     At  one  o'clock  he  was  awak- 
^^*^  "»ied  by  his  division  commanders,  who  wished  to  re- 
^^^ive  instructions  for  the  morning.     These  officers  all 
■- jH;reed  in  the  opinion  that  McClellan  would  probably 
--»j«ke  the  aggressive  on  the  morrow,  and  were  full  of 
^^  ^prehension  us  to  their  ability  to  resist  him.     Jack- 
s^^«Z)n  listened  indiflferently,  asking  a  few  brief  questions, 
s«.*itl  Mild,  as  if  at  ease  in  the  matter,  "  No ;  I  think  he 
"wiW  clear  out  in  the  morning."' 
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His  words  were  prophetic,  for  when  morning 
dawneJ,  with  a  pouring  rain,  McClellan  was  indeed 
gone,  leaving  behind  hira  the  marks  of  a  precipitate 
retreat.  Tito  wearied  Confederates  were  permitted 
by  the  commander-in-chief  to  rest  a  day  and  replen- 
ish the  aiamunition  of  their  batteries,  and  had  order* 
to  move  the  next  day  in  pursuit.  Jackson  was  most 
impatient  to  march  with  the  dawn,  hurrying  off  with- 
out breakfast ;  but  after  losing  a  day,  which  gave  the 
Federals  time  to  reach  the  shelter  of  their  gun-boats, 
the  march  proved  to  be  a  useless  one,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  rapturing  the  enemy  was  gone. 

"  The  commander-in-chief  was  disapfKiinted  to  learn, 
on  his  arrival  in  front  of  the  Federals,  that  no  opjwr- 
tunity  hatl  been  foun<l  for  striking  a  blow,  either  on 
their  i-etroat  or  in  their  present  position.  lie  immedi- 
ately rode  forward  with  General  Jackson,  ami  the  two, 
dismounting,  proceeded  without  attendants  to  make  a 
careful  reconnoissance  on  foot  of  the  enemy's  whole 
line  and  position.  Jackson  concurred  fully  in  the  ro. 
luctant  opinion  to  which  General  I^eo  was  brought  by 
tliis  {.'.ta  mi  nation^  that  an  attack  would  now  be  im- 
proper; so  that  after  mature  discussion  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  enemy  should  be  left  unassailed  to  the 
effects  of  the  summer  heats  and  the  malaria,  which 
were  now  at  hand." 

General  I-ee,  in  the  close  of  his  report,  says : 

"Under  onlinary  circumstances  the  Federal  army 
should  have  been  destroyed.  .  .  .  But  regret  that  more 
was  not  accompli slietl  gives  way  to  gratitude  to  tlie 
Sovereign  Rulerof  the  universe  forthe  results  achieved. 
The  siege  of  Richmond  was  raised,  and  the  object  of 
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h  cainiiaign,  which  had  been  prosecuted  after  months 
of  preparation  at  an  enormous  exjjenditure  of  men  and 
money,  completely  frustrated.  More  than  ten  thou- 
sand prisoners  including  officers  of  rank — fifty-two 
i pieces  of  artillery,  and  upwards  of  thirty-fire  thousand 
Itand  of  smull-arms,  were  captured.  The  stores  and 
inpplies  of  every  description  which  f6\l  into  our  hands 
irere  great  in  amount  and  value;  but  small  iu  corn- 
prison  with  those  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  His 
losses  in  battle  exceeded  our  own,  as  attested  by  the 
'  Thousands  of  dead  and  wounded  left  on  every  field; 
uliile  his  subsequent  inaction  shows  in  what  condition 
the  survivors  reached  the  protection  to  which  thev 
tfied." 


After  spending  a  few  days  in  a  much-needed  rest 
Wd  in  gathering  up  arms,  the  Confederate  army  was 
larched  back,  on  the  8th  of  July,  to  the  vicinity  of 
iohmond. 

A  few  extracts  from  Jackson's  letters  at  this  time 
!»iU  furnish  glimpses  of  his  varied  experiences  during 
^is  memorable  week.     Thus  he  writes : 


"  When  my  command  arrived  at  White  Oak  Swamp 
Widge  we  found  it  broken  up  by  the  enemy ;  but  we 

lened  upon  the  Federal  artillery,  and  succeeilod  in 
Kuring  one  of  their  cannons,  four  caissons.  an<l  one 
nttery  wagon,  in  addition  to  part  of  a  pontoon-bridge 
rain  and  prisoners.  Many  prisoners  have  fallen  into 
W  hands,  and  they  really  appear  gratified  at  the  idea 
t  being  taken.  I  have  never  seen  prisoners  so  con- 
tented. ...  On  Tuesday  we  had  another  engage- 
tent,  in  which  General  B.  II.  liill,  with  his  division. 


accomplished  more  than  any  other  part  of  the  army. 
Other  troops  were  sent  to  support  him,  but  his  division 
may  be  said  to  have  borne  the  brunt  of  the  biUtle,  and 
he  was  by  far  tlio  most  distinguished  ofJit-er  engaged 
that  day.  My  position  is  now  about  three  miles  north 
of  James  Kiver.  and  twenty -five  miles  l>elow  Ricti- 
moud.  During  the  past  week  I  have  not  been  well, 
have  suffered  from  fever  and  debility,  but  throogli 
the  blessing  of  au  ever-kind  Providence  I  ain  much 
better  to^lay.  Last  week  1  received  a  present  of  a 
beautiful  summer  hat  from  a  lady  in  Cumberland. 
Our  Heavenly  Father  gives  me  friends  wherever  I 
go.  ,  ,  .  It  would  be  delightful  to  see  my  darling,  but 
we  know  that  all  things  are  ordered  for  the  best." 

The  corps  reached  the  neighborhood  of  liichmond 
on  the  10th  of  July,  and  it  was  during  its  stay  of  a 
few  days  there  that  General  Jackson  made  bis  first 
appearance  openly  in  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tending divine  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  He  thus 
speaks  of  it  in  a  letter  to  his  wife: 

"  Yesterday  I  heard  Rev.  Dr.  M.  D.  Hoge  preach  in 
his  church,  and  also  in  the  camp  of  the  Stonewall 
Brigade.  It  is  a  great  comfort  to  have  the  privilege 
of  spending  a  quiet  Sabbath  within  the  wails  of  a 
house  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God." 

He  slippe<l  into  the  church  unattended — cjuietly  and 
modestly  took  a  sent  near  the  door,  and,  after  the  ser- 
vices were  over,  was  gone  hefoi-e  the  congregation  was 
aware  of  his  presence.  After  calling  on  a  mother  who 
had  lost  a  son  in  his  connnaud,  he  returned  to  his  tent. 


I 
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So  great  was  tbe  modesty  of  the  now  famous  general 
that  be  found  hisgreatness  embarrassing,  and  he  shrank 
more  from  public  notice  and  applauso.  ■  Whenever  his 
sohliers  caught  sight  of  him,  they  rent  the  air  with 
their  cheers,  which  he  always  acknowledged  by  lifting 
his  cap,  and  tlien  putting  spurs  to  his  horse  and  gal- 
loping away  at  the  top  of  his  sjjeed.  "  Little  Sorrel " 
seemed  to  know  the  signal  for  this  stampede,  and  per- 
hajH  it  was  from  these  marvellous  flights  that  the 
"  foot-cavalry  "  drew  some  of  their  inspiration.  When- 
ever the  sound  of  the  ■'  rebel  yell "  was  iieard  in  their 
camp,  the  soldiers  jocularly  said,  "That's  'old  Jack,' 
or  a  rabbii  P 

In  the  movements  of  the  tnxips  around  Richmond, 
on  one  occasion,  Jackson  and  hia  staff  were  compelled 
to  ride  through  a  field  of  uncut  oata.  The  owner 
rushed  out  upon  thera  with  great  indignation,  venting 
his  rage  s|»eeially  on  the  general's  devoted  head,  and 
demanding  bis  name  "  that  he  miglit  re|>ort  him."  In 
a  i[uiet  tone  the  name  was  given.  ••  What  Jackson  V 
aske<l  tbe  farmer.  '•  General  Jackson,"  was  the  reply, 
'•WbatI"  exclaimed  the  electrified  man,  as  the  truth 
dawned  upon  him— "  what  I  '■  SUmt^imW  Jackson  i" 
"  That  is  what  they  call  me,"  was  the  answer.  Tak- 
ing off  bis  bat  with  the  profoundest  respect,  and  with 
a  voice  now  all  kindness  and  reverence,  the  man  said : 
"  General  Jackson,  ride  over  my  whole  field ;  do  what- 
ever you  like  with  it,  sir." 

On  the  14th  of  July,  he  wrote  to  his  wife  from 
Richmond ; 

"Again  your  husband  is  about  leaving  his  cump. 
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Please  direct  your  next^  letter  to  GordonBviUe,  and 
continue  to  aildress  me  there  until  you  hear  otherwise. 
Everybody  doesn't  know  the  meaning  and  location  of 
'  IltaJquarters,  Valley  District  /' " 

During  his  campaign  in  the  valley  be  had  reqa«6t«d 
that  his  letters  sliould  be  directed  simply  to  "  Ilead- 
ijuarters,  Valley  Districf'^his  headquarters  during 
all  that  time  being  principally  in  the  saddle ;  but  after 
he  ivas  transferred  to  Kichniond  the  inappropriate, 
ness  of  this  address  amused  him,  luid  perhaps  cauH^ 
delay  and  even  loss  of  his  letters.  Ubiijuitous  us  be 
was  during  the  war,  he  couhl  not  have  any  one  address 
long.  About  the  time  of  his  leaving  Richmond,  his 
chief  of  staff,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dabney  (who  afterwards 
wrote  his  biography)  was  comijelled  to  resign  in  con- 
setjuence  of  ill-health.  The  general  wrote;  "It  was 
with  tearful  eyes  that  1  consented  to  our  se]>aration.'' 
This  officer,  by  his  intelligence  and  faithfulness,  liad 
been  invaluable  to  him,  not  only  in  his  Valley  Cam- 
paign, but  in  the  battles  around  Richmond.  In  one 
instance,  at  the  battle  of  Chickahominy,  a  misconcep- 
tion of  Jackson's  orders  on  the  pait  of  a  messenger 
might  have  resulted  in  a  fatal  error  but  for  the  prompt- 
ness and  efficiency  of  the  chief  of  staff,  wlio,  compre- 
hending the  general's  true  intentions,  and  the  urgency 
of  the  occasion,  went  himself  in  person  and  brought 
all  into  harmonious  action,  and  thus  decided  the  fort- 
unes of  the  day. 

In  a  letter  to  his  wife  he  says : 

"If  you  will  vouch  for  Joseph's  (her  brother)  beinff 
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^dy  riser  during  tlio  remainder  of  tbe  wiir,  I  will 
give  him  an  aide-ship.  I  do  not  want  to  make  an 
appointment  on  my  staff  except  of  sucli  as  are  early 
riaere;  but  if  i/ou  will  voucli  for  him  to  rise  regularly 
at  dawn,  I  will  offer  him  the  position." 


The  youth,  Captain  J.  G.  Morrison,  was  courageous 
tnou<!:h  to  accept  even  on  this  rigid  condition,  ami 
served  the  general  faithfully  until  his  death,  being 
himself  twice  wounded,  the  last  time  losing  the  whole 
of  one  foot,  except  the  heel. 


General  Jackson  was  no  respecter  of  persons  when 

I  doty  was  concerned.     On  one  occasion,  when  he  had 

an  early  march  before  him,  he  so  lost  his  patience  with 

'  the  tardiness  of  his  staff  in  rising  that  he  ordered  his 

[  «ook  to  puck  up  everything,  and  to  throw  away  the 

I  coffee,  which  ba<l  been  captured  from  the  enemy  and 

was  a  rare  luxury ;  and  he  finally  threatened  to  arrest 

I  the  whole  staff  if  they  did  not  get  up  immediately, 

I  This  hiul  tlie  effect  of  awakening  them  thoroughly, 

I  and  doubtless  of  arousing  some  ire  also  against  the 

[  «tem  and  relentless  leader,  though  all  who  served  un- 

I  tier  faim  were  ready  to  say,  as  one  did,  that  "  his  kind- 

a  to  tkome  who  did  thfir  thitij  was  like  a  woman's." 

J  The  attaehnicnt  of  memi)ei-s  of  liis  staff  to  him  was 

I  tincere  and  strong.     They  knew  he  was  sterner  to 

himself  than  he  was  to  them,  and  could  never  doubt 

\  bis  whole-souled  and  patriotic  devotion     I  shall  never 

forget  the  intense  feeling  with  which  young  "  Sandy  " 

Pendleton  (as  he  was  called)  said  to  me  the  day  after 

(jeneral   Jackson's   death,  his   face   bathed  in  tears: 

"  God  hnows  I  would  have  died  for  him .'" 
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This  true  and  gallant  officer  followed  bis  general  to 
the  grave  in  less  than  a  year — slain  in  battle  in  his 
youth  and  promise.  He  was  the  only  son  of  the  Rev. 
General  W.  N.  Pendleton,  of  Lexington,  and  would 
have  followed  his  father's  sacred  calling  if  he  had 
lived.  A  tender  romance  hangs  around  his  memory. 
With  his  ardent,  chivalrous  nature,  his  heart  was  soon 
captured  during  the  war  by  a  charming  young  lady, 
near  whose  home  he  was  stationed  for  a  time  in  win- 
ter-quarters. He  had  some  rivals  among  his  brother- 
officers,  but  was  successful  in  winning  the  prize,  and, 
obtaining  a  furlough,  was  married,  and  spent  a  few 
blissful  weeks  with  his  young  bride,  when  duty  called 
him  into  the  field,  and  they  never  met  again.  Many 
were  the  similar  tragedies  which  the  cruel  war  brought 
to  the  hearts  and  homes  of  the  devoted  Southeni 
women,  for  even  the  stern  duties  of  the  soldier's  life 
did  not  put  a  stop  to  marrying  and  giving  in  mar- 
riage ;  hence  it  was  that  there  were  left  so  many  broken 
hearts  and  blighted  lives. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


I 


The  fiiiliire  of  McClellan  in  the  Peninsular  cam- 
paign bad  leil  to  a  change  of  eommandera  in  the 
Northern  aniiy.  and  (ienoriil  John  Fn\K,  who  liad  oli- 
taincd  some  reputation  at  the  West,  was  brought  East 
and  placcil  at  tho  head  of  tlie  Anny  of  the  Potoraac, 
IIo  began  with  a  boastful  annonncenient  of  what  he 
was  going  to  <lo.  Disdaining  tlie  s\n\v  and  cautious 
policy  of  his  predecessors,  ho  proudly  declared  timt 
"his  headquarters  would  be  in  the  saddlo,"  giving  the 
impression  that  he  woithl  in  a  single  campaign,  [ler- 
hapainasingle  battle,  sweep  the  opposing  armies  from 
the  face  of  the  earth.  Tliese  boastful  jirOclaniations 
were  repeated  in  Richmond,  and  greeted  with  a  smile 
hv  those  who  remembered  that  "pride  goeth  before  a 
fall." 

But  what  disturbed  the  Southern  people  more  than 
his  martial  prowess  was  the  way  in  which  he  liegan 
his  operations,  which  wei-e  said  to  be  in  violation  of 
all  llie  laws  of  war.  This  naturally  provoked  bitter 
reHentment.  and  led  to  tlireats  of  retaliation.  That 
alone  explains  the  following  Interviexv,  in  which  .Tack- 
son  speaks  of  raising  the  black  dag — a  suggestion  so 
alien  to  his  character  that  the  statement  would  l)e 
received  with  the  greatest  reserve,  did  it  not  come 
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from  his  own  brother-in-law,  Captain  (afterwards 
General)  Rufus  Barringer,  who  might  be  supposed 
to  be  in  his  confidence.  Even  then  it  is  justified  only 
as  a  retaliation  for  the  similar  conduct  of  Pope.  But 
as  the  latter's  campaign  soon  came  to  an  inglorious  end, 
nothing  more  is  ever  heard  of  the  i^etaliation.  With 
this  explanation  I  give  the  following  letter,  as  furnish- 
ing a  glimj>se  of  the  secret  counsels  of  the  war,  which 
will  have  its  interest  for  the  students  of  history  : 

"  During  the  battles  around  Eichmond  in  June  and 
July,  1862, 1  was  a  captain  of  cavalry  in  the  First 
North  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel  L.  S.  Baker,  a 
young  West  -  Pointer,  commanding.  Brigadier -Gen- 
eral J.  E.  B.  Stuart  had  charge  of  all  the  cavalry  in 
the  army,  and  for  some  days  after  the  battles  Gen- 
eral «rackson  still  held  the  front,  facing  McClellan  at 
Harrison's  Landing. 

'*0n  the  14th  of  July  I  was  in  picket  along  the 
Chickahominy  and  the  James  with  my  squadron. 
Companies  C  and  F,  the  Mecklenburg  and  (^abarras 
companies.  On  that  day  Colonel  Baker  sent  me  a 
note,  received  from  Stuart,  as  follows : 

'• '  IIkadquautkks  Cavalry  Brigade,  July  Ctli,  1862. 

'' '  ( \)L<)NKL, — (ien(jral  »Iackson  is  anxious  to  see  Cai>' 
tain  Ivufus  Barringer.  Please  send  him  up  this  after- 
noon, as  (len.  .T.  may  bo  gone  after  that.  Please  for- 
ward a  report  of  operations  of  your  cavalry  from  2()th 
June  to  10th  July  as  soon  as  possible. 

'''in  haste. 

'' '  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

'' '  Brigadier-General.' 
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"This  note  is  now  before  me  in  Stuart's  own  writ- 
ing, anti,  not  coming  through  the  ordinary  staff  chan- 
nels, plainly  showed  it  was  the  result  of  a  personal 
interview  between  Stuart  and  Jackson.  As  General 
.racksoQ  and  I.  however,  were  brothers-in-law.  1  at- 
tached ni>  inifHjrtance  at  the  time  to  these  incidental 
iDHttera.  It  is  proper,  though,  to  add  that  in  point 
of  fact  we  hati  seen  very  little  of  each  other  prior  to 
this  time.  lie  living  in  Virginia,  and  I  in  North  C'ar- 
ohna,  and  our  occupations  quite  differing,  we  hart  only 
met  a  few  times,  and  not  iit  all  since  the  war  began. 
Bat  he  was  now.  when  I  reiiched  his  camp,  unusually 
cordial,  and  at  once  remarked:  'Captain,  I  have  aent 
for  you  for  a  matter  entirely  between  ourselves.  You 
will  stay  with  me  In  my  tent  here  to-night.  If  Gen- 
eral Po[)e  does  not  disturb  us,  I  am  sure  McClellan 
will  not,  and  we  can  have  a  good  talk.'  At  that  time 
the  authorities  at  "Washington  had  already  begun  to 
changB  their  war  policy,  and  Major-Oeneral  John  Pope 
had  entered  Northern  Virginia,  and,  as  he  himself 
boasted,  'with  headquarters  in  the  saddle.'  threatened 
to  overrun  the  whole  country  and  siwedily  lay  it 
waste. 

"With  a  soldier's  plain  sapper  and  lying  together 
on  army  couches,  and  with  this  new  movement  of  the 
enemy  emphasizing  his  whole  tone.  General  Jackson 
soon  began  the  business  in  hand.  Once  fairly  at  ease, 
ho  said : 

'•'I  recall.  Captain  Barringer,  the  talk  ym  and 
I  onco  had  at  my  table  in  Lexington  in  the  heati:«l 
party  struggle  of  1860.  Though  differing  in  politics, 
wo  happened  to  agree  as  to  the  character  of  this  war, 
if  it  once  began.    We  both  thought  it  would  be  infer- 
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necine  in  its  results.  Neitlier  of  us  had  any  special 
concern  for  slavery,  but  botli  agreed  tliat  if  tbe  sword 
was  once  drawn,  the  South  would  have  no  alternative 
hut  to  defend  her  homos  and  iiresides,  slavery  and  all. 
I  myself  see  in  this  war,  if  the  North  triumph,  a  disso- 
lution of  the  bonds  of  all  society.  It  is  not  alone  the 
destruction  of  our  property  (which  both  the  oution 
and  the  States  are  bound  to  protect),  but  it  is  the  prel- 
ude to  anarchy,  infidelity,  and  the  ultimate  loia  of 
fre«  responsible  government  on  this  continent.  "With 
these  convictions,  I  always  thought  we  ought  to  meet 
the  Federal  invaders  on  the  outer  verge  of  just  right 
and  defence,  and  mise  at  once  the  black  flag,  viz., 
"  No  quarter  to  the  violators  of  our  homes  and  fire- 
sides I"  It  would  in  the  end  have  proved  true  human* 
ity  and  mercy.  The  Bible  ie  full  of  such  wars,  and  it 
is  the  only  policy  that  would  bring  the  North  to  its 
senses. 

■' '  But,'  he  continued,  '  I  see  now  clearly  enough 
the  people  of  the  South  were  not  prepared  for  such 
a  iwlicy.  I  have  myself  cordially  accei)ted  the  policy 
of  our  leaders.  They  are  great  and  good  men.  Pos- 
sibly, too.  as  things  then  stood,  no  other  policy  was 
left  open  to  us  than  the  one  pui-aued  by  President 
Davis  and  General  Lee.  But  all  this  is  now  suddenly 
changed  by  the  crnel  and  utterly  barl>ai-ous  orders  of 
(Tcueral  Pope,  who  is  not  only  subsisting  his  army 
on  the  people  of  Culpepper,  and  levying  contributions 
upon  them,  but  has  laid  whole  communities  under 
the  jmins  and  penalties  of  death  or  banitiliment :  and 
in  certain  cases  directed  that  houses  shall  be  razed 
to  the  ground,  and  citizens  shot  without  waiting  civil 
process. 
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"'This  new  phase  of  the  struggle  is  full  u|ion  us, 
and  General  ijee  is  in  great  perplexity  bow  to  meet  it. 
X  have  just  hiul  a  conference  with  him  on  this  vital 
point.  Ko  plan  of  campaign  has  as  yet  been  agreed 
on.  But  I  gave  him  frankly  certain  outhnes  of  my 
own  plan  of  waging  the  contest,  which  he  considered 
favorably,  and  ivhich  he  promised  to  lay  Ijefore 
Mr.  Davis,  and  try  to  secure  his  approval,  in  whole 
or  in  part.  In  which  event,  Captain,  I  ex(*ct  to 
neetl  your  services  here,  and  I  shall  have  to  order 
you  up.' 

"Thus  far  General  Jackson  had  given  me  no  clue 
to  his  own  plana  or  policy,  nor  did  I  venture  to  ask 
them.  But  he  sudtlenly  changed  his  tone,  and  with 
marked  directness  said  :  *  I  must  tell  you  now  why 
I  sent  for  you.  In  the  event  of  General  Lee  adopt- 
ing my  plan  of  ojterations.  1  shall  have  to  rely  very 
much  upon  tliB  cavalry  ann  of  the  service.  In  fact, 
mounted  troops  would  be  my  main  reliance;  and  I 
wish  to  have  a  full  t^dk  with  you  in  regard  to  that 
arm  of  the  service.  I  have  lately  had  a  good  deal  of 
talk  with  (ieneral  Stuart  on  the  cavalry,  and  lie  is 
high  in  his  praise  of  your  Fii-st  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ntent,  and  es|iecially  yourself  and  your  company. 
Hp  is  delightol  at  the  bearing  of  IkjUi  yourself  and 
men  in  that  little  affair  at  Willis's  Church  the  other 
day,  and  has  calle^l  for  a  full  re|xjrt.  He  did  not 
think  any  mounted  troogts  could  lie  made  to  stand 
firm  under  such  a  fire.  He  says  you  are  one  of  the 
few  civilian  officers  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  im- 
portancc  of  cavalry  drill  and  discipline.  Now,  I  wish 
to  know  how  all  this  wonderful  efficiency  in  your 
f«giment  has  been  brought  about  in  so  short  a  time. 


312  LirE  OF  GEXERAI,  TilOMAS  J.  JACKSOS.  ■ 

and  in  such  an  early  stage  of  tlie  war.  I  wish  ^ri 
know,  too,  something  of  the  perstmnel  of  your  officer- J 
I  may  have  use  for  a  good  many  of  tliein.  I  uiide^a 
stand,  of  course,  that  mitnh  of  all  this  is  due  tflf 
Colonels  Kansoni  and  Baker,  reguhu"  West^Pointer^^ 
but  I  have  somo  prejudices  against  the  narrow  ider^ 
of  the  old  army  officers,  and  I  seek  to  learn  how  tt^hj 
training  of  regular  soldiers  can  be  best  imparted  troJj 
the  high-strung  Southern  citizen  V 

"I  then  gave  him  the  fall  details  of  our  organiza- 
tion, camp  methods,  and  the  esjmt  de  eoi-pe  of  both 
men  and  officers,  lie  beamed  with  delight,  and  an- 
swered: 'You  are  fortunate  to  have  such  men  lo 
command,  an<l  the  Confederacy  fortunate  to  have 
suoh  officers  to  lead  thera.  With  such  troops  1  would 
not  hesitate  to  risk  a  march  even  to  New  Vork  or  to 
Chicago.' 

"General  Jackson  then  told  me  in  confideJice,  as 
a  Confederate  officer,  that  ho  was  already  uniler 
marching  ordera  to  move  against  Pope  in  (.'nlpejiper. 
■  But.'  he  said  further.  '  General  I^e  is  now  consid- 
ering certain  special  features  of  my  war  policy  ss 
appliaible  to  the  present  emergency,  and  as  the 
only  way  to  check  Pope's  dastardly  system  of  war- 
fare and  plunder.  Uu fortunately,  the  Confederata 
authorities  are  fully  committed  to  a  ditfei-ent  policy 
—  in  fact,  to  a  very  stilteil  style  of  waging  war. 
In  every  aspect  the  situation  is  embarrassing,  Mc- 
Clellan  is  nominally  in  command,  and  his  mode  of 
warfare  is  in  strict  conformity  to  the  nsages  of  civ- 
ilized nations.  JJut  here  is  Pope,  right  under  the 
eye  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  violating  all  the  so-called  princi- 
ples of  modern  warfare,  and  manifestly  expecting  to 
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supersede  McClellan  and  desolate  the  South.  With 
McClellan  on  one  side  of  Itichmond,  and  Pope  on 
the  other,  each  with  a  vast  army,  and  with  their  a|> 
|Kirently  opposing  {)olicies,  it  is  impossible  to  choose 
wur  own  s|)eci!il  plan  of  campaign  or  to  change 
nnr  general  miliUiry  metho«:lB.  But  General  Lee  is 
«qual  to  whatever  emergency  may  arise,  and  I  trust 
implicitly  to  his  great  ability  and  sujHii-ior  wisdom. 
I  can  say  is  that  he  has  (as  I  told  you)  heard 
certain  suggestions  of  mine,  and  has  promised  me  to 
«on8idi>r  their  force  and  application,  if  circumstances 
permit." 

(iencral  .lackson  next  j)rocee(led  to  give  In  fall 
-detail  his  ideas  of  the  war — the  general  jxilicy  on 
which  the  South  should  (if  jwssible  even  now)  wage 
the  conflict  and  defend  its  jR'ople.  and  the  special 
l^n  of  campaign  he  would  inaugurate  against  Pope 
•nd  the  cities  of  the  North  : 
"*Aa  to  a  genemi  policy,  I  think  it  unwise  to 
itempt  to  defend  the  whole  of  our  extended  lines, 
ipecially  our  extended  coast  and  water  line.  The 
memy  largely  exceed  us  in  men  and  material  of  war. 
^^"speeially  in  naval  appliances,  and  our  limited  supply 
pf  both  troojw  and  munitions  of  war  would  ultimitte- 
f  be  exhausted  in  a  prolonged,  gigantic  struggle. 
Co  offset  their  jialpable  advantage  in  this  respect,  I 
rould  seek  to  utilize  the  s]}ccia)  points  in  which  the 
touth  clearly  leads  the  North,  and  I  would  risk  the 
rfaole  issue  on  the  development  of  these  special 
faaracteristics,  and  the  war  policy  based  thereon. 
La  i  always  said,  my  own  first  policy  would  have 
een  the  black  flag  lo  all  comers  against  the  safely 
iof  our  Southern  homes.     Kext  to  that,  I  would  give 
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up,  as  oiroi)  instances  might  seem  to  require,  many 
exposed  points  and  all  imtetiablo  positions,  and  gmd- 
ually  concentrate  our  choicest  ti<;i]ting  men  and  must 
valuable  materJiil  at  a  few  strong  interior  camps, 
thoroughly  fortified,  and  so  located  as  best,  at  one 
and  the  fiame  time,  to  protect  our  communications, 
defend  our  people  and  tt-rritory  against  iuvasions  ut 
the  enemy,  and  also  keep  up  ceaseless  aggrea«ioiis 
upon  tlii?m.  These  counter-invasions  would  be  lUe 
main  feature  of  my  policy.  I  would  organize  our 
whole  available  fighting  force,  so  selected  and  locat- 
ed, into  two,  four,  or  more  light  movable  oulumns, 
specially  armed  and  trained  and  equippett  for  sudden 
moves  and  for  long  and  rapid  marches.  These  light 
movable  columns  I  would  burl  against  the  enemy 
as  they  entered  our  borders;  but  only  when  sure  of 
victory,  and  when  the  loss  of  an  army  was  impossible. 
But  better,  I  would  burl  these  thunderbolts  of  war 
against  the  rich  cities  and  teaming  regions  of  our 
Federal  friends,  I  would  seek  tu  avoid  all  regular 
battles.  I  would  subsist  my  troojts,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, on  the  Northern  people.  J  would  lay  heavy 
contributions  in  money  on  their  cities.  I  ivould  en- 
cumber my  marches  with  no  prisoners,  except  noted 
leaders,  held  mainly  as  hostages  for  ransom  or  for  re- 
taliation. All  t/ie  rank  and  JiU-  I  wovid  pfiroi^,  fmt 
onJi/  at  the  nuk  of  life  if  ike  pm'vU  'wan  viottiti^d.  All 
this  just  as  Pope  is  doing  in  Northern  Virginia.  I 
would  train  and  practise  the  troops  with  sjtecial 
reference  to  the  tactics  of  "  Attack  and  Relrestf 
But  before  turning  my  back  to  the  foe  or  the  enemy's 
country,  I  would  see  that  some  other  one  or  more  of 
these  "movable  columns"  was  on  the  march,  and 
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;riking  al  some  other  vital  jJoinl^iKissiWy  iiundreds 
miles  away.  And  so  I  wonid  malie  it  hot  for  our 
mds  at  tfieir  homes  and  tiresides,  all  the  way  to 
■  bleeding  Kansas ;"  and  doubly  so  for  Ohii» 
id  Pennsylvania. 

This  programme  would,  of  course,  involve  giving 
tp  much  of  our  territory,  and  some  large  cities  also, 
wrely  taking  the  chance  of  crossing  the  Mississiiipi 
id  other  navigable  streams.     But  it  would  save  the 
of  losing  whole  armies  by  capture,  disease,  or 
.th  in  battle.     My  whole  [wiicy  would  aim  to  bus- 
md  our  resources  of  men,  money,  and  material.     At 
It,  this  policy  might  not  have  l>een  so  easily  appre- 
ited,  but  now  our  people  begin  to  learn  something 
Moi-e  important  still,  they  l>egin  to  realize 
le  scoixi  and  design  of  the  Abolition  element.     Ben 
Butl«;r.  Fremont,  and   Pope   are   fast   opening  their 
The  garrison  and  fortification  |>olicy  has  lost 
whole  armies  at  Donaldson  and  elsewhere,  while 
TiaLaria  of  the  ordinary  camp  and  the  coast  will 
decimate  our  ranks,  and  possibly  break  the  spirit 
our  people.     AVe  liavc  just  gained  great  victories 
lere  at  Richmond,  ami  our  ti-oops  would  now  rejoice 
,  at  the  hope  of  an  aggressive  movement.     That  mode 
of  war  best  suits  the  tem(ier  of  our  people  and  the 
(laah  and  daring  of  the  Southern  soldier,  and  I  would 
nght  now  seize  the  golden  moment  to  show  the  North 
bat  they  may  expect. 
•  In  a  war  thus  waged,  the  cavalry  and  horse  artil- 
lery would  play  a  most  important  part.    In  fact,  in 
certain   operations  I   would   depend   almost  entirely 
on  mounted  troops.     The  one  vital  advantage  of  the 
South  lies  in  the  horsemansliip  of  the  Southern  boy. 
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and  the  personal  courage  of  tlie  t^outbern  freeman. 
And  now  is  just  the  time  to  bring  it  to  bear.  See 
what  Stuart  has  done  in  sweeping  clear  around 
McOlellan's  army. 

"'But  I  well  know  that  General  Lee  is  not  at 
liberty  to  choose  his  own  policy  now.  In  throe  hours 
I  may  be  on  the  niareb — possibly  to  flank  McClellan, 
but  more  likely  to  fight  Pope.  In  either  event,  the 
whole  anny  may  be  put  in  motion,  and  no  one  can 
tell  where  the  campaign  will  end.  But  if  the  two 
main  Federal  armies  remain  stationary,  ami  we  can 
get  a  few  days  to  turn  ai-ound  in,  General  Lee  Itas 
assented  to  a  single  phase  of  my  policy,  so  far  as  to 
promise  me  the  organization  of  at  least  one  of  these 
"light  movable  columns,"  and  with  it  I  am  to  make 
the  invasion,  of  course  only  at  such  point  as  may 
then  seem  open. 

'"And  now.  my  dear  captain  and  brother,  I  have 
eent  for  you  to  say  that  in  such  a  contingency  I  sliall 
need  your  services  in  some  high  position,  and  have 
ordered  yon  up  here  to  have  a  full  conference  in 
regard  to  the  cavalry  urm  of  the  service,  and  espe- 
cially your  oivn  noble  i-egiment.' 

'■  I  here  asked  Genenil  Jackson,  in  case  he  should 
need  me,  in  what  way  he  thought  I  could  best  serv«« 
him.  He  answered  promptly  :  '  In  such  a  movement  I 
would  seek  to  reorganize  my  whole  staff,  and  I  should 
■want  you  us  quartermaster-general.'  This  took  me 
somewhat  by  surprise,  and  I  replied  frankly  that  I 
was  wholly  without  skill  or  experience  as  a  staff-ofilcer, 
and  was,  besides,  under  a  sort  of  pledge  to  my  com- 
pany and  their  friends  not  to  lea\e  them  except  by 
promotion    in    the   line.      He    answered,   pointedly: 
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'Soldiers  can  give  no  such  pledges,  and  as  to  your 
want  of  military  training,  I  know  your  business  ropn- 
tation,  and  on  an  exjKxiition  of  tlie  kind  suggested  a 
good  quartermaster  is  of  the  first  importance.  His  re- 
sponsibilities would  be  very  great;  he  wonid  be  often 
called  on  to  decide  nice  questions  of  military  and  inter- 
national law,  and  in  emergencies  would,  besides,  have 
to  command  and  handle  troops.  My  present  quarter- 
majiter.  Colonel  Ilarman,  is  all  I  could  desire  except 
in  these  last  jiarticukrs.  I  have,  too,  a  single  [)ersonal 
objection  to  the  Colonel— sometimes  he  will  »wear  P 
But.  laughing  outrigbt,  ho  added:  'Captain,  they 
say  you  cursed  a  little  vrhen  you  ordered  that  retreat 
at  Willis's  Church.  I  told  them,  however,  I  was  sure 
it  was  only  a  joke  they  had  on  you.  So,'  he  eon- 
tioued,  'if  General  Lee  can  see  his  way  to  adopt  my 
policy,  so  fur  as  to  organize  alight  movable  column 
of  forty  thousand  men,  and  I  ain  put  in  charge  to 
try  this  special  mode  of  invasion,  I  will  order  you  up 
for  assignment.'  Thus  we  talked  on  to  a  very  late 
hour,  General  Jackson  often  re|>eating,  'All  this  may 
come  to  naught.  If  McClellan  remains  in  command, 
such  a  policy  could  hardly  be  ventured  upon.  If 
Pojw  invites  a  battle  and  we  beat  him,  the  w/iole 
army  may  have  to  pursue  him.  1  should  regret  this; 
but  the  emergencies  of  war  often  leave  ua  no  discre- 
tion. And  General  Lee  will  do  just  what  the  situar 
tion  requires.' 

"  Finally,  we  both  dropped  into  a  sound  sleep,  from 
which  I  was  suddenly  aroused  towards  day  by  Jack- 
son calling  me,  and  saying  he  thought  he  heard 
cannon.  After  listening  a  few  moments,  we  each  con- 
cluded it  was  some  other  sound,  and  again  fell  asleep. 
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"  Not  another  word  ever  passed  between  General 
Jackson  and  myself  on  this  subject.  A  few  days 
changed  all  the  conditions  on  which  he  had  hope»l 
General  Lee  might  Ije  induced  to  adopt  either  his 
general  '  war  policy'  or  his  '  special  plan  of  invasion.' 

"The  battle  of  C«dar  Run  forced  Pope  to  retreat, 
and  as  General  I.ee  did  not  care  to  assault  the  heavy 
lines  anil  fortifications  at  Centreville.  he  was  virtn- 
ally  left  no  alternative  but  to  make  the  invasion  of 
Maryland  with  the  army  as  tlien  organized.  And 
with  this  course  Jackson  seemed  fully  satisfied. 

"  I  next  met  him  at  the  close  of  the  campaign,  on 
the  night  of  tlie  terrible  slaughter  at  Sharpsburg, 
September  17th.  18tl2.  He  was  withdrawing  part  of 
his  lines,  for  a  little  repose,  towards  the  roar.  I  suid, 
with  some  concern:  General,  isn't  our  army  pretty 
badly  worsted  to-night (  lie  answered:  'Yes,  but 
oh !  how  I'd  like  to  seo  the  Yankee  camp  right  now !' 
And  then  added,  with  a  twinkle  in  his  eye.  '  If  I  only 
had  my  "  movable  column  !"' ' 

"I  saw  bim  once  more  at  llartinsburg.  when  bis 
troops  were  destroying  the  track  of  tlie  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Kailroad,  with  the  de[>ut  and  machine- 
shops. 

"  After  this  I  never  met  him  again.  "While  the  amiy 
was  at  Fredericksburg  in  the  winter  of  '02-'03.  we 
had  a  corresjxjndence  in  regard  to  my  accepting  a 
position  on  the  '  Military  Court.'  lie  was  gnntly 
troubled  about  desertions,  and  tlie  want  of  dtacipline 
among  our  troops,  and  was  nrging  me  to  go  nn  that 
tribunal.  The  assignment  was  not  ma<le ;  t»ii  on  tlic 
lytt  of  February.  Is63,  I  tliink  it  was  at  his  sugges- 
tion that  the  Virginia  Company  in  charge  of  the  large 
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anny  Ktores  at  Hanover  Junction,  and  the  bridges 
near  them,  was  sent  back  to  its  command,  and  my 
coni|)any  onlered  to  that  important  army  depot. 
1  was  there  during  the  fights  at  C'hanoellorsville, 
and  it  became  my  duty  to  receive  and  forward  the 
des|)atcb  from  Geneml  Leo  announcing  at  the  same 
time  the  great  Confederate  victory  and  the  mortal 
wound  of  JaclisoD. 

"  The  telegraph  and  railroad  lines  were  at  this  t  ime 
all  cut  by  the  Stoneinan  Raiders,  and  I  only  succeeded 
in  getting  the  despatch  safely  through  by  sending 
rehabic  couriers  on  fleet  horses  over  different  routes. 
But  in  a  very  few  days  the  shout  of  victory  was 
hushed  and  stilled  in  the  universal  wail  for  our  fallen 
chieftaiTi. 

"  i  now  adtl  a  few  facts  and  reflections  proper 
tti  a  full  underetanding  of  the  whole  subject : 

"  1.  On  my  return  to  my  command  below  Richmond, 
after  the  interiiew  with  General  Jackson,  I  was.  of 
conrse.  interrogated  somewhat  as  to  the  object  of  my 
visit  to  his  headquarters.  I  simjily  stated,  what  was 
pretty  well  known,  that  he  was  my  brother-inJaw, 
and  tliat  he  was  sounding  me  as  to  a  staff  position. 
I  think  I  stated  in  some  instances  that  he  thought  of 
me  as  his  qiiartermaster-goneral.  But  I  must  odd 
that  General  Jackson  and  I  agreed  folly  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Dei>otism,  and  that  Ixith  would  have  spurned 
the  idea  of  ap}K)intment  to  place  or  office  merely  be- 
cause of  kinship  or  connection. 

"  '2,  In  all  he  said  to  me,  there  was  not  one  word  of 
anta^nism  to  Mr.  Davis  or  the  Confederal*  war  pol- 
icy, lie  did  not  claim  that  the  policy  was  errone- 
ous, or  that  his  would  lie  more  likely  to  succeed.    But 
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it  was  a  momentous  question;  and  as  the  struggle 
went  on,  new  considerations  arose,  which  his  intuitivi? 
militai-y  mind  {;rnisped  with  all  the  clearness  ond 
force  of  genius.  Hut  he  well  knew  alike  his  place 
and  his  duty,  and  he  trusted  with  heautiful  faith  and 
hope  to  those  in  power  above  him,  and  to  the  guid- 
ance of  an  overruling  Providence  to  direct  all  for  the 
best. 

"  But  now,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  a  generation 
since  the  conversation  occurred,  and  since  the  causo 
for  wliich  we  fought  went  down  in  disaster  and 
defeat,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  Stonewall  Jackson  to 
give  him  the  full  credit  of  llie  strong  and  clear  con- 
victions  that  he  entertained,  and  which  he,  and  lie 
alone,  seems  to  have  had  the  courage  to  express. 
Possibly  neither  his  war  policy  nor  his  plan  of  in- 
vasion could  have  given  us  success  or  indejiendence. 
But  we  can  now  realize  that  either  of  these  measnres 
would  have  saved  us  the  fearful  losses  at  Slmrps- 
burg,  Murfreesboro',  and  Franklin,  and  the  capture 
of  whole  armies  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson," 

"  Possibly  greater  disasters  than  even  these  would 
have  befallen  our  unfortunate  people  had  this  vigor- 
ous war  policy  Iwen  actually  adopted.  But  it  is  a 
high  compliment  to  the  modest  professor  at  Lexing- 
ton to  know  that,  when  the  supreme  moment  came 
for  President  Davis  and  General  I#e  to  det^ide  on 
the  last  and  only  chance  left  for  esca]>e  and  ultimate 
success,  they  both  accepted,  practically,  this  '  movable- 
column  [Kilicy '  of  the  departed  Jackson,  as  laid  down 
by  him  July  14th,  18ti2,  nearly  three  years  l>efore  the 
catastrophe  came.  When  General  Lee  gave  up  llich- 
mond  and  Petersburg,  he  frankly  avowed  Iua  purpose 
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t-^ret  ire  to  the  strongholds  of  our  loDg  mountain  ranges, 

.^^K-ntt  there  maintain  tbo  contest ;  wliile  Mr,  Davis,  in 

^fciis  last  pi-oclamation,  at  Danville,  uttered  these  words : 

*^  Relieved  from  the  necessity  of  guarding  particular 

^^Kiints,  our  army  will  be  free  to  move  from  ^xiint  to 

^^xjint,  to  strike  the  enemy  in  detail,'  and  'no  longer 

tfforego  opportunities  for  promising  enterprises,'    And 

i  t  is  well  known  that  the  great  strategist  of  the  Con- 

:ff«leracy,  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  always  opposed 

*Jiegarrison-and-fortiacation  policy  as  alike  exhausting 

_  .^uid  dangerous. 

^v    "Jackson  alone  stands  forth  the  one  advocate  of 

^^ceasele^  invasion'  as  'our  safest  hope'  —  the  first 

ooaviction  of  his  mind,  and  a  policy  in  accord  with 

Southern  feeling,  and  which  mit/ht  have  beett  victo- 

nouB." 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

CEDAR   RUN   A.VD  THE  SECOND   BATTLE   OF   MANASSAS. 

Aftek  the  terrible  fatigues  of  the  campaign  arotind 
Richmond,  it  was  a  joyful  moment  when  Jackson  and 
his  troops  received  oiilers  (the  camiKiinn  being  over) 
to  return  to  the  valley.  It  was  sad  to  think  that  they 
should  leave  thousands  of  their  eomrades- behind 
them  to  sleep  their  last  sleep  near  the  city  which  they 
had  given  their  lives  to  defend.  But  they,  too,  had 
Bufferetl  from  hardships  and  exiiosure.  Somo  were 
just  out  of  the  hospital  walking  on  crutches,  or  with 
their  arms  in  slings ;  others  ha4i  contracted  diseases 
as  deadly  as  wounds,  but  who  felt  new  life  from  the 
thought  of  exchanging  the  swamps  of  the  Ciiickabom- 
iny  for  the  bracing  air  of  their  native  mountains.  No 
one  had  undergone  more  exposure  than  their  com- 
mander, who  had  slept  on  the  ground,  and  had  the 
coarse  fare  of  the  common  soldiers,  so  that  he  and 
they  were  alike  in  the  highest  spirits  when  they  set 
out  on  their  return  march.  On  the  19th  of  July  they 
reached  GordonsviUe,  from  which  Jackson  \VTites  to 
his  wife : 

"  I  have  been  staying  for  a  few  days  with  Mi's. 
Barbour,  mother-in-law  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Ewing,  of  our 
church,  and  have  received  much  kindness  from  her 
and  her  three  daughters.  My  tent  opens  upon  the  Blue 
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Xidge  in  the  distance.    The  wagon-train  is  moving  in 


!  society  ant]  kindness  of  this  Cliristinn  family 
I  exceetlingly  congenial  and  refreshing  to  him, 
tad  after  the  duties  of  the  day  were  over  he  spent 
leisure  moments  in  their  home  circle,  enjoying 
leir  hospitality,  and  amusing  himself  with  the  ehil- 
len  of  the  household.  One  little  girl,  in  particular, 
B  made  a  special  pet  of,  often  taking  her  upon  his  knee 
1  caressing  her  until  she  grew  so  fond  of  him  that 
a  asked  him  one  <Iay  to  give  her  as  a  keepsake  one 
f  the  bright  brass  buttons  from  his  coat  when  it  was 
worn  out.  Months  afterwards,  although  burdened 
with  the  most  anxious  and  weighty  cares  of  an  anlu- 
ons  campaign,  he  did  not  forget  the  request,  and  sent 
th43  promised  button,  which  the  delighted  child  jire- 
served  aa  one  of  her  greatest  treasures. 

General  Jackson  found  special  pleasure  in  joining 
Mr.  Ewing's  iiousehold  in  their  family  worship,  and 
whenever  iequeste<l  would  conduct  prayers  himself. 
Mr.  Ewing  thus  descrilros  these  services:  "There 
was  something  very  striking  in  his  prayers.  Ho  did 
not  pray  to  men,  hut  to  God.  His  tones  were  deep, 
solenm.  tremulous.  He  seemed  to  realizR  that  he  was 
spKtking  to  Heaven's  King,  I  never  heard  any  one 
pray  who  seemed  to  be  pervaded  more  fully  by  a 
spirit  of  self-abnegation.  He  seemed  to  feel  more 
than  any  man  I  ever  knew  the  danger  of  robbing 
(tod  of  the  glory  due  for  our  success." 

After  siwnding  a  few  days  at  Gordonsville.  he 
changed  his  quarters  into  the  county  of  Louisa,  near 
by,  so  a3  to  find  in  that  fertile  region  better  pastur- 
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age  for  his  horses.  He  also  wished  to  be  more  retired 
and  devote  his  liine  to  reorganizing  his  command,  and 
getting  both  men  ami  horses  into  better  condition  for 
future  service.  Just  t>efore  this  move  he  wrote  from 
fiordonsville,  on  the  28th  of  July  : 

"  My  darling  wife.  1  am  just  overburdened  with 
work,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  hard  at  receiving 
only  very  short  letters  from  your  loving  husband.  A 
number  of  officers  are  with  me,  but  people  keep  com- 
ing to  my  tent — though  let  me  say  no  more.  A 
Christian  should  never  complain.  The  apostle  Pan! 
said,  '  1  glorv  in  tribulations !'  AVhat  a  bright  ex- 
itinpie  for  others!" 

Afti>r  ascertaining  that  the  enemy  were  in  large 
force  under  General  Poi>e.  combining  the  united  com- 
nmnds  of  Fremont,  Shields,  Banks,  and  McDowell, 
making  an  array  of  at  least  Jifty  thousand  men.  Jack- 
stm  applied  to  General  Lee  for  reinforcements.  The 
division  of  A.  P.  Uill  was  immediately  sent  to  him, 
.md.  with  this  accession  to  his  small  army,  Jackson 
had  no  intention  of  remaining  idle  or  of  awaiting  an 
attack  fn.'m  so  powerful  a  foe,  but  determined  to  strike 
ft  blow  himself  before  the  enemy  had  time  to  concen- 
trate all  their  forces.  He  therefore  advanced  tow- 
anls  them  on  the  Tth  of  August.  Before  taking  this 
step,  it  was  observed  that  he  was  much  in  prayer,  but 
this  was  his  custom  prenous  to  every  battle.  Even. 
upon  the  field  he  was  often  seen  to  lift  his  eyes  and; 
raise  his  right  arm  as  if  in  earnest  prayer,  and  &om&> 
times  it  seeme<l  that  while  his  soul  was  thus  lifted  np 
in  supplication,  the  Lord  of  hosts  heard  and  answered^ 
giving  him  the  victory. 


THE   BATTLE  OF  CEDAR  RUN. 

Pope's  army  was  gathering  in  all  its  strength  at 
Culpepper  Court-IIouse,  and  on  the  itth  of  August 
iTackson's  little  army  came  ia  contact  with  his  atl- 
irance-gnard  about  six  miles  from  the 'Court-House,  on 
the  borders  of  a  little  stream  called  Cedar  Run.  Here 
lostilities  began  by  a  furious  cannonade  on  both  sides, 
tsting  two  hours,  when,  about  Ave  o'clock  in  the 
ftemoon,the  infantry  of  both  armies  became  hotly 
ngaged.  The  conflict  v/aa  fierce  and  stubborn,  but 
be  overwhelming  numhers  of  the  enemy  swept  down 
rith  auoh  impetuosity  that  tlie  weaker  party  were 
(breed  to  yield,  and  it  looked  as  if  it  were  doomwl  to 
iestruotion,  Ewell.  Early.  A.  P.  Hill,  "Winder,  and 
other  commanders  all  fought  their  bravest  and  best — 
the  galliint  Winder  receiving  a  mortal  wound— and 
.i]\  they  were  pressed  back.  "  It  was  at  this  fearful 
loment."  says  his  late  Lhief-of-statf.  Ur.  Dabney, "  that 
le  genius  of  the  st'orm  reared  his  head,  ami  in  an 
bflt&nt  the  tide  was  turned,  Jackson  ap}ieared  in  the 
mid-torrent  of  the  highway,  his  face  flaming  with  lln- 
inspiration  of  battle:  he  ordered  the  batterie-i  whii.h 
Winder  had  phiced  to  be  instantly  ivithdrawn  lo  pre- 
serve thera  from  capture ;  he  issued  his  summons  for 
his  reserves;  ho  drew  his  own  sword  (the  first  time  in 
the  war),  and  shouted  to  the  broken  troops  with  a 
voice  which  ivaled  higher  than  tli''  roar  of  battle ; 
■  Itally,  bravv  men,  and  press  forwanl !  Your  gen- 
eral will  lead  you !  Jackson  will  lead  you  !  Follow 
nio  !'  This  apjieal  was  not  in  vain,  and  the  Federals, 
startled  by  this  unexpected  rally,  were  driven  from 
the  field.  They  afterwar<is  made  an  attempt  to  re- 
trieve the  fortunes  of  the  day,  which  they  had  so 
nearly  won,  by  an  assault  from  a  magnificent  body  ot 
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cavalry,  but  oven  this  was  repelled,  and  the  troopers 
driven  iti  fail  retreat." 

That  nigbt  Jacltsoo  bivouacked  with  bis  troops. 
Finding  every  bouse  tilled  with  the  wuumieil.  be  de- 
clined to  enter,  saying  the  sufferers  needed  a  place  for 
rost  more  than  he  did.  He  was  so  utterly  worn  out 
that  he  threw  himself  upon  a  gra3s.plot — one  of  bis 
staff  kindly  spreading  a  cloak  to  add  to  his  comfort 
— and  here,  underneath  the  star-lit  «inopy  of  heaven, 
he  found  that  rest  and  steep  which  his  wearied  frame 
so  much  demanded.  "When  offered  food  his  reply  was : 
"  No,  I  want  re«i,  nothing  but  rest .'" 

Two  <lays  after  the  battle  be  wrote  to  his  wife  : 

"  On  last  Saturday  our  God  again  crowned  oor 
arras  with  victory,  about  six  miles  from  Cul|»epper 
Court-Uouse,  I  can  hartlly  think  of  the  fall  of  Brig- 
adier-General C,  S.  Winder  without  tearful  eyes. 
Let  us  all  unite  more  earnestly  in  imploring  (tod'g 
aid  in  fighting  our  battles  for  us.  The  thought  that 
there  are  so  many  of  God's  jwople  praying  for  Ilia 
blessing  ujron  the  array  greatly  strengthens  and  en- 
courages me.  The  Ixjrtl  has  answered  their  prayers, 
and  my  trust  is  in  Him,  that  He  will  continue  to  do 
so.  If  Gotl  be  for  us.  who  can  be  against  us  i  That 
He  will  still  be  with  us  and  give  us  victory  until  our 
independence  shall  lie  esttiblisbed.  and  that  He  will 
make  our  nation  that  jieople  whose  God  is  the  Zjord, 
is  my  earnest  and  oft  -  i-epeated  prayer.  While  we 
alt-at^^b  so  much  imjxirtance  to  being  fi«e  from  leva* 
poi-ol  bondage,  we  mu^t  attach  far  more  to  being  free 
from  the  bondage  of  bIu." 
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This  battle  of  Cedar  Ruii  Jackson  himself  pro- 
lounced  the  most  successful  of  his  exploits.  But  lie 
onounced  it  to  liis  commander-in-chief,  (ieneral  Lee, 
1  these  devout  and  modest  terms  : 

"August  11th,  6.30  A.  M.  On  the  evening  of  the 
ix,  God  hiessed  our  arms  with  another  victory.  The 
tattle  ^vas  near  Cedar  liun,  about  six  miles  from 
Oulitepper  Court-House.  The  enemy,  according  to 
statements  of  prisoners,  consistetl  of  Banks's,  McBoiv- 
ell's,  and  Bigei's  commands.  Wo  have  over  four  hun- 
dred prisoners,  including  Brigadier- General  Price. 
"Whilst  our  list  of  killed  is  less  than  that  of  the  enemy. 
Vie  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  some  of  our  best  officers 
and  men.  Brigadier-General  Cliarlea  S.  Winder  ivas 
mortally  wounded  whilst  ably  discharging  his  duty  at 
I  the  head  of  his  command,  which  was  the  advance  of 
3  left  wing  of  the  army.  We  have  collected  about 
»ii  hundred  small-arms  and  other  ordnance  stores."' 

In  his  official  report,  he  irays  this  tribute  to  the 
3  commander  of  the  Stonewall  Brigade,  the  brave 
teneral  Winder : 


'*  It  is  difficult  within  the  jtroper  reserve  of  an  offl- 
clal  report  to  do  justice  to  tho  merits  of  this  accom- 
plished officer.    Urged  by  the  medical  director  to  talie 
no  part  in  the  movements  of  the  day,  because  of  the 
ifeebled  state  of  his  health,  his  ardent  patriotism  and 
ilitary  pride  could  bear  no  such  restraint.     Richly 
idowetl  with  those  qualities  of  mind  and  i>erson 
Srhich  fit  an  officer  for  command,  and  which  attract 
tlie  admiration  and  excite  tho  enthusiasm  of  troops. 


838  LIFE  OF  GENERAL  THOMAS  J.  JACKSOX, 

he  Was  nipidly  rising  to  the  front  rank  of  his  pn 
sion.     Ilis  loss  hiia  been  severely  felt." 

The  report  closes  as  follows  : 


"In  order  to  render  thanks  to  Almighty  God  fo:* 
the  victory  at  Cedar  Run,  and  other  victories,  an». 
to  implore  His  continued  favor  in  the  future,  divinwJ 
service  was  held  in  the  army  on  the  14th  of  Angnst.'*'. 

In  this  battle  the  Confederates  had  between  eJgktfJ 
teen  and  twenty  thousand  men  engage<l,  wliile  th» 
Federals,  accortiing  to  their  own  returns,  had  thirty-"" 
two  thousand.  Jackson,  however,  had  one  inculcu-^ 
lable  advantage  over  the  enemy,  which  he  gaintnl  b^ 
his  promptitude  in  seizing  and  holding  Hlaughter'A 
Mountain  —  an  elevation  which  commanded  all  ihw 
surrounding  plains,  and  enabled  him  to  overlook  the 
whole  scene  of  action  as  it  lay  beneath  him.  and  to 
pour  down  the  volleys  of  his  artillery'  upon  the  foe, 
while  his  own  gunners  were  secure  from  a  I'eturning 
fire,  in  consefjuence  of  the  elevation  of  their  position. 
It  was  to  the  advantage  of  this  position  as  wpll  as 
the  bravery  of  his  troops  that  ho  ivas  indebted  for  his 
complete  success. 

By  this  victory  Pope  received  such  a  blow  lliat  ho 
was  deterred  from  making  another  advance  until  ha 
could  gather  reinforcements.  Bumside's  corps  was 
withdrawn  from  Nortli  Carolina  and  sent  on  to  Cul- 
pepper Court-House,  and  it  was  believed  that  JltK^'W- 
lan's  remaining  forces  would  be  recalled  from  James 
River  and  eent  also  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  grand 
"Army  of  Virginia,"  as  the  command  of  Pope  was 
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^Keallccl.      At  all  events.   General  Le6  M'as   convinced 

Fthat  McCilellan  was  incapable  of  further  aggression, 

and  that  the  most  effective  way  to  dislotlge  him  from 

the    Peninsula  was  to   threaten    Washington  I    He 

,.  therefore  determined  to  move  liis  army  from  Rich- 

lond  to  Gordonsville,     He  began  bis  march  on  the 

I8tb,  and  four  days  after,  on  the  l"th.  McClellan 

nracuated  the  Peninsula  and  removetl  his  troops  to 

3ie  Potomac. 

On   the  15th,  as    soon   as   the  troops  from  Rich- 
mond began  to  arrive,  Jackson  left  Gonlonsville,  and 
larched  to  the  base  of  Clarke's  Mountain,  on  a  peak 
^  which  he  ha^l  established  a  signal  station,  which 
"  commanded  a  view  of  the  enemy's  encampment  along 
the  Orange  Railroad.     After  General  Lee  joined  iiim, 
with  their  united  forces  he  was  most  impatient  to 
I  on  in  pursuit  of  llie  enemy  on  the  ISth,  and  cut 
f  his  line  of  retreat;  but  General  Lee,  owing  to  the 
iilfttoriness  of  a  part  of  bis  subordinates,  deemed  it 
best  to  restrain  Jackson's  iin|)etuosity.  and  postponed 
the  advance  until  the  20Ui,  to  give  bis  troops  more 

I  tame  for  preparation.  By  this  delay  the  success  of 
lackson's  design  was  frustrated,  for  on  the  night 
of  the  18tb  the  Federals  obtained  information  from 
it  party  of  colored  desei'ters  from  tlio  Confotlerate 
camp  which  so  alarmed  tliem  that  the  next  day, 
when  General  I^e  ascended  Clarke's  Mountain  to 
|4ake  a  look  at  their  encampment,  be  saw  their  tents 
idually  disappearing,  and  the  work  went  steadily 
ntil  the  whole  of  Po|M!'s  vast  army  "folded  their 
i  like  tho  Arabs,  and  silently  stole  away!"  The 
ibject  of  Pope  was  to  place  the  liappahannock  be- 
itreen  himself  and  hia  pursuers.     General  Lee  now 
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hastene<l  to  pursue,  and  at  aa  early  hour  on  tbe 
morning  of  the  20th  tbe  whole  Confederate  army 
was  put  iu  motion.  (Jeneral  Stuart's  splendid  division 
of  cavalry,  with  its  usual  daring,  dashed  across  the 
Rappahannock,  and  after  skinuisbing  a  few  hours 
and  capturing  some  prisoners,  returned  to  report 
Pope's  whole  army  massed  upon  the  northern  bank 
of  the  Rappahannock,  with  a  })owerful  artillery  pre- 
pared to  dispute  the  passage  of  General  Ij?e.  His 
position  on  that  side  of  the  river  was  fur  more  safe 
'  and  defensible  than  when  Jackson  proposed  to  attack 
him  on  tlie  18th.  General  Lee  now  ordered  Jackson 
to  cross  the  Rappahannock  high  up,  and  by  a  forced 
march  go  to  Manassas  and  get  in  Pope's  rear.  Other 
divisions  were  sent  to  Poj^'s  front,  and  the  two  hoe- 
tile  armies  marched  along  on  either  side  of  the  stretim, 
opening  fire  upon  each  other  whenever  the  opportunity 
offered.  Jackson  continued  his  march  upstream untd 
he  reached  Warrenton  Springs,  on  tbe  2'Jd.  where  he 
found  tlie  bridge  destroyed,  but  be  passed  Early's  bri- 
gade over  on  a  milklam,  and  took  possession  of  the 
Springs.  Before  other  troops  conld  be  crossed  to  bis 
support,  a  sudden  and  heavy  rain -fall  swelled  the 
river  so  as  to  render  it  impassable,  and  Early  was 
thus  cut  off  from  his  friends  and  surrounded  by  tbe 
enemy.  His  situation  was  one  of  extreme  peril,  but  he 
managed  to  conceal  his  troojjs  in  the  woods,  and  bold  his 
foes  at  bay  with  artillery,  until  Jackson  had  construct- 
eil  a  temiKirary  bridge,  and  by  iJie  dawn  of  tlie  morn- 
ing of  the  24tb  the  gallant  Early,  with  his  command, 
bad  recrossod  the  river  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

While  a  fierce  artillery  dnel  was  going  on  across 
the  river  between  A.  P.  Hill  and  the  enemy,  Jack- 
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1  left  the  river-bank  a  few  miles,  and  marched  to 
llie  village  of  Jeffersonton.  He  was  tbns  lost  sight 
by  the  Federals,  and  to  Longstreet  was  given 
Hie  task  of  amusing  Pope  by  tbe  appearance  of  a 
cpoaaing  at  Warrenton  Springs.  Jackson  was  now 
prejiaring  to  obey  Lee's  order  to  separate  liimself 
trora  tbe  rest  of  the  array,  pass  around  Pope  to 
^e  westward,  and  place  his  corps  betiveen  bim  and 
Washington  at  Manatisas  Junction.  Leaving  behind 
1  all  his  trains,  except  ambulances  and  carriages 
K>r  ammunition,  and  making  a  hasty  issue  of  rations,  he 
ipted  from  Jeffersonton  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
|£tth  of  August.  On  that  day  he  wrote  a  hurried  note 
D  bis  wife,  not  alluding  to  his  movements,  but  saying : 

"  The  enemy  has  taken  a  position,  or  rather  several 
>aitions,on  tbe  Fauquier  side  of  the  Rappahannock. 
i  only  time  to  tell  you  bow  much  I  love  my 
ittle  pet  dove." 


Although  his  troops  had  been  constantly  marching 

'  and  fighting  for  five  days,  and  subsisting  ujton  insutU- 

oient  rations,  supplemented  by  the  green  corn  of  the 

fields  along  their  route,  yet  they  did  not  lose  their 

ithosiasm  and  devotion  to  their  indefatigable  leader. 

Awards  tbe  close  of  the  day  be  had  gone  in  ad- 

ince  of  the  column,  and,  dismounting,  had  stepped 

K>n  a  large  stone  by  the  roadside,  pi-obably  to  in- 

KJt  bis  army  as  they  passed  by.    As  he  stood  upon 

!  elevation,  with  uplifted  cap,  tbe  sunset  glow  ir- 

kdiating  his  noble  face  and  figure,  his  men,  as  they 

ipiUgbt  sight  of  bim,  began  to  cheer,  but  he  quickly 

idicated  by  a  gesture  that  silence  must  be  preserved, 
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in  order  not  to  betray  their  presence  to  the  enemy. 
Down  the  column  were  passed  tlie  wortls,  "  No 
cheering,  boys;  the  general  requests  it,*'  and  tlie  com- 
mand W118  instantly  obeyed  ;  bat  as  the  soldiers  piissed 
their  general,  they  waved  their  cajia  in  the  air.  and 
their  eyes  bes[>oke  tlie  clieer  which  their  lips  hnd 
been  forbidden  to  utter.  Aa  the  columns  marched  by 
in  this  loyal  and  devate<l  spirit.  General  .Jackson 
turned  to  his  staff,  with  a  face  beaming  with  pleasur- 
able emotion,  and  exclaimed :  "  Who  could  not  con- 
quer with  such  troops  as  these?" 

Thus  always,  whatever  his  army  achieved,  his  mod- 
esty led  him  to  ascribe  it  to  bis  brave  men.  feeling 
himself  to  be  but  an  humble  instrument  in  the  band 
of  God. 

With  such  a  leader  to  inspire  them,  Jackson's  corps 
maa'bed  fifty  miles  in  two  days,  capturing  all  their 
supplies  from  the  enemy,  and  reachetl  Bristol  Station, 
bv  which  they  accomplished  tlieir  object,  that  of 
placing  themselves  between  Pope  and  Washington— 
a  perilous  position,  as  thi-y  were  now  cut  off  from 
General  I>ee.  with  the  whole  of  Pope's  army  in  their 
front.  General  Stuart,  with  his  cavalry,  was  guard- 
ing the  right  Hank,  and  his  promptness  and  efficiency 
were  invaluable  to  Jackson,  enabling  him  to  carry  out 
his  plans  of  secrecy  and  rapidity  of  movement,  fpon 
arriving  at  Bristol  Station,  the  first  object  of  Jackson 
was  to  get  possession  of  the  vast  stores  of  the  enemy 
at  Manassjis  Junction,  four  miles  farther  north.  So 
much  did  he  realixe  tbis  necessity  that  he  determined 
to  press  on  that  night,  and  not  to  wait  until  morning, 
and  thus  give  the  enemy  time  to  destroy  the  store*. 
So  completely  were  Lis  brave  soldiers  in  sympathy 
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tfith  him  that  General  Trimble,  with  his  Twenty-first 
iHorth  Carolina  and  Twenty-tirst  (ioorgia  regiments, 
Tolunteered  for  this  service,  and,  supported  by  a  de- 
tachment of  Stuart's  cavab-y,  with  Stuart  himself  in 
command  of  the  whole,  the  work  was  undertaken, 
and  resulted  in  complete  success.  The  Confederates 
captured  all  the  vast  stores,  consisting  of  every- 
thing which  their  army  needed,  took  several  hundred 
prisoners,  two  hundred  and  fifty  hoi-sea,  with  im- 
mense commissary  and  quartermaster's  supplies.  To 
this  disaster  Pope  ascriljed  his  defeat  in  the  three 
'  sanguinury  struggle  which  ensued  upon  the 
plains  of  Manassas,  alleging  that  his  army  had  been 
iOompelled  to  fight  without  8u£Bcicnt  rations  and  am- 
munition. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  Jackson  went  to  the 
relief  of  Trimble,  who  had  been  all  night  under  amis, 
taking  a  part  of  his  command,  and  leaving  the  rest  to 
vatch  Pope,  with  orders  to  rejoin  him,  if  necessary, 
«t  Manassas.  Almost  immediately  after  Jackson's 
ival  upon  the  scene,  a  Federal  detaeliment  began 
an  attack,  but,  mistaking  the  strength  of  tlie  Con- 
federates, were  soon  com|>elled  to  retire  in  confusion. 
Their  own  guns  were  captured  and  turned  against 
them,  making  such  havoc  in  their  ranks  that  Jack- 
son's heart  was  moved  with  compassion,  and  be 
dashed  forward  alone,  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  and 
waved  a  white  handkerchief,  as  a  signal  of  truce  to 
them  to  accept  quarter.  Tiie  reply  to  this  was  a 
ToUey  from  their  guns,  and,  seeing  liis  offer  refused, 
he  hastened  back  to  his  men  and  ordered  them  to 
proceed  with  their  work.  The  opposing  force  was 
quickly  overcome ;    the    commander     fell    mortally 
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wounded  and  was  left  apon  the  lield,  while  his  men 
were  pursued  and  scattered. 

Jackson  now  gave  his  troops  a  short  rest,  and  per- 
mitted them  to  refresh  themselves  with  the  rich  spoils 
which  they  had  captured  fram  the  enemy.  As  it  was 
imjK>ssible  for  them  to  remove  all  these  vast  stores. 
the  men  were  allowed  to  help  themselves  to-nll  that 
they  could  consume  and  carry  away,  and  the  remain- 
der was  destroyed,  to  prevent  its  falling  again  into  the 
bands  of  the  enemy.  The  new  clothing,  boots,  hats, 
and  tempting  eatables  were  a  rare  treat  to  the  hungry 
soldiers,  who  had  marched  twenty -five  and  thirty 
miles  a  day,  and  had  fe<l  principally  on  green  com 
and  ap{)le3  gathered  by  the  way.  But  after  a  few- 
hours  of  this  high  carnival,  they  had  again  to  buckle 
on  tlieir  armor.  The  forces  which  Jackson  had  left 
at  Bristol  Station  under  Ewell  bad  been  attacked, 
and  after  a  brave  resistance  had  been  withdrawn  to 
join  Jackson  at  Manassas.  This  was  in  obeilience  to 
Jackson's  order,  and  was  managed  with  so  much  skill 
that  not  a  single  man  was  captured  in  the  retreat; 
the  stream  separating  Eristol  from  Manassas  was 
safely  crossed,  and  the  railroad  bridge  was  hnmed. 
One  division  was  sent  that  night  across  the  W'arreuton 
and  Alexandria  Turnpike,  and  halted  near  the  battle- 
field of  the  first  Manassas.  The  next  morning,  tbe  2Stb, 
the  two  i-emaining  divisions,  after  marching  in  differ- 
ent directions,  joined  the  first,  and  Stuart's  cavalry, 
after  making  a  circuit  as  far  as  Fairfax  Court-House, 
was  also  brought  up  on  the  flanks  of  the  infantry, 
and  the  whole  command  was  now  concentrated  nonh 
of  the  "Warrenton  Tm-npike.  The  left  wing  rested  on 
IJiill  liun.  the  right  extended  towards  the  rood  lead- 
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I  mg  from  Thoroughfare  Gap,  through  ivhicli  hong- 
I  stfeet,  with  hia  corps,  was  expected  to  come  up  to 
I  the  support  of  Jackson. 

Thus  far  Jackson  had   been  entirely  successful  in 

iwecoting  the  instructions  of  General  Lee  in  placing 

•lis  corps  between  Pope  and  the  Federal  capital,  but 

■iis position  was  becoming  more  and  more  critical;  for 

if  Longstreet,  by  any  reason,  should  fail  in  coming  up 

lo  time,  there  was  danger  of  Jackson's  small  army 

Bfonly  eighteen  thousand  men  being  crushed  by  the 

jAeer  weight  of  the  greatly  suiserior  numbers  of  the 

khole  Federal   army,  which  he   had    drawn  upon 

(liimself  through   his    daring  and  rapid  movement. 

y   liad   he    completed   the   disposition   of   his 

W)]H,  when  the  enemy  were  discovered  to  be  advano- 

?  along  the  Warrenton  turnpike  in  heavy  force. 

ecting  that  they  might  be  retreatmg  to  Alex- 

fandriu  to  avoid  an  engagement,  Jackson  determined 

^  Rtt.icl(  them,  even  at  the  risk  of  his  own  safety. 

Hp  had  no  idea  of  letting  the  enemy  escape  him,  and 

he  lost  no  time  in  striking  them  on  the  flank  as  they 

■  paaaed.  thereby  arresting  their  march  and  compelling 

jttem  to  come  to  a  stand.    The  Confederate  batteries, 

ftaviug  an  elevated  ^wsition,  opened  such  a  fierce 

K'4ntionade  that  the  enemy  were  forced  to  return  it, 

^^Wd  a  short  time  before  sunset  a  furious  and  bloody 

*lt4e  began,  and  continued  until  about  nine  o'clock, 

fneo  the  enemy   retired  under  cover  of  darkness, 

aving  the  field  in  the  jw^sesston  of  the  C'on  federates. 

nthis  engagement  two  of  General  Jack^n's  major- 

,  Eweil  and  Taliaferro,  were   wounded :  the 

mer  losing  a  leg.  but  he  was  subsequently  able  to 

BrestHne  his  command. 
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On  ibe  morning  of  the  99tli  Jackson  discovered  that 
the  tneray  were  preparing  to  give  battle,  and,  if  possi- 
ble,  crush  bini  before  he  could  receive  reinforcements. 
To  botb  officers  ami  men  the  danger  of  tbeir  situation 
was  so  imminent  that  all  eyes  were  anxiously  turned 
towards  Thoroughfare  Gap,  to  see  Longstreet  coming 
to  their  relief.  Early  in  the  morning  clouds  of  dust  in 
that  direction  raised  tbeir  boixs,  but  it  proved  to  be  a 
body  of  the  enemy  who  bad  occupied  that  jwiss  the 
day  before  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  Longstreet's 
passage,  and  were  now  retiring  to  Bristol.  At  ten 
o'clock  Jackson's  right  Hank  was  attacked  by  a  heavy 
cannonade  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  was  re- 
turned with  promptness  and  spirit.  A  general  Rnd 
terrible  conflict  now  threatened,  and  Jackson's  tineci, 
though  thinned  by  battle  and  almost  exhausted  by 
their  estraoniinary  exertions,  yet  stood  heroically  at 
bay.  Soon,  liowever,  their  anxious  hopes  were  real- 
ized when  Stuart's  couriers  came  dashing  up  and  an- 
nounced the  approach  of  Longstreet.  Already  great 
clouds  of  dust  were  seen  arising  over  Thoroughfare 
Gap.  and  tlie  expected  troops,  stimulated  by  the  sound 
of  the  cannonading,  were  hurrying  forward  to  the 
relief  of  their  struggling  comrades.  Stuart  conducted 
them  in  safety  to  Jackson,  and  the  union  of  the  two 
corps  was  effected,  and  infused  new  life  and  spirit 
into  the  whole  Confederate  ranks.  After  Longstreefa 
arrival,  the  enemy  changed  position,  and  the  battle 
continued  for  many  hours  with  stubborn  and  relent- 
less fury  on  both  sides.  The  Federals  displayed  great 
valor,  six  times  rushing  forwanl  in  separate  and  deter- 
mined assaidts,  but  were  each  time  repulsed.  About 
two  o'clock  they  burled  their  mosses  of  iofantry  viitika 
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Effect  desperation  against  Jackson's  wing,  but,  as  line 
Iter  line  a<ivanced  to  close  quarters,  it  was  only  to 
einowerf  tiown  and  driven  back  in  dismay  and  con- 
The  eontiict  raged  until  many  of  the  Confed- 
e  infantry  had  exhausted  their  cartridges ;  but  they 
eclared  they  would  hold  their  ]x)sition  with  the  bay- 
onet, and  some  of  them  did  thus  hold  it,  while  others 
^ized  the  stones  of  the  tiekl  and  fought  with  them. 
"VViule  Jackson's  corps  was  struggling  against  these 
_  ^nrions  onslaughts.  Longstreet  was  engaged  in  equally 
^■nrere  and  blirady  work  in  resisting  the  forces  that 
fpvere  brought  against  him.     The  army  of  Popo  was 
^■ronforced  by  a  corjis  of  McClellan  from  the  Penin- 
»Bla.and  with  this  new  enemy  Longstreet  was  engaged 
UDtil  nine  o'clwk  at  night,  driving  back  his  assailants 
ind  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners  and  trophies, 
"irkness  then  closed  this  second  day  of  carnage,  and 
le  weary  f 'onfederates  slept  upon  their  arms,  in  pos- 
Bsion  of  the  Hoes  which  they  had  so  gallantly  held. 

it  night,  when  Jackson  and  liis  staff  came  together 

It  a  few  hours'  sleep  under  the  open  sky,  their  pale 

1  not  indicate  the  success  of  the  day.  for  their 

s  were  heavy  with  sorrow  at  the  fall  of  many  of 

t  and  bravest  of  their  army,  and  around  them, 

e  darkness,  lay  the  woundetl  and  dying.    Wearie«l 

d  sad,  they  spoke  but  little  beyond  inquiries  and 

arks  concerning  the  occurrences  of  this  event- 

The  medical  director,  Doctor  McGuire,  in 

etkking  of  the  terrible  conflict,  said  :  *'  (General,  this 

iiyhas  been  won  by  nothing  but  stark  and  stern  fight- 

I  '"g"    " No,"  replied  Jackson,  " it  has  l)een  won  by 

I  tofthing  but  the  blessing  and  protection  of  Pi-ovi- 

\  im<x."     After  the  fatigues  and  horrors  of  the  day 
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were  over,  the  cliaplains,  who  had  occupied  UiPinsehv 
in  caring  for  thp  wounded,  coUecteil  in  j^Toups  all  the 
men  that  could  \ie  found  off  duty,  and  led  them  in 
prayer  and  praise  to  the  Captain  of  their  salvation. 
Before  another  sun  had  set.  many  of  these  worshippen 
were  among  the  throng  around  the  great  white  throna. 

General  I^e.  having  arrived  with  Longstreel  uikjo 
the  scene  of  action,  the  morning  of  the  30th  found  the 
comnmndor-in-chief  at  the  hesid  of  his  army,  ujion  the 
ground  which  liis  subordinates  had  so  stoutly  held 
against  all  the  assaults  of  the  previous  day,  and  calm- 
ly awaiting  the  attack.  Jackson  held  the  left  win^ 
I^ngstreet  the  right,  and  the  artillery  occupied  an  eli 
vated  ridge  in  the  centre,  commanding  the  fronts  of 
both  wings. 

The  Confe<lerates  stood  solely  upon  the  defensive 
and  possessed  such  advantages  in  position  that  it  might 
be  said  the  battle  was  won  before  it  ivas  fought.  The 
Federals  showed  their  wisdom  in  delaying  hostilili 
until  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  morning  was  marked 
by  only  an  occasional  cannonade  upon  different  por- 
tions of  the  Confederate  lines,  with  slight  skirmishes, 
and  the  great  attack  was  not  made  nntil  four  o'clock. 
Then  the  struggle  began  in  earnest  —  the  Faderala 
making  a  most  gallant  charge— throe  lines  advancing 
in  dense  masses,  and  ditstung  like  great  billows  again^ 
their  opponents.  As  each  line  recoiled  before  the 
murderous  Hre  with  which  it  was  met,  another  fol. 
lowed  with  still  more  determination,  ,and  the  struggle 
raged  with  furious  de8)>eitUlon,  until  the  Confederated 
ej^hausted  their  ammunition. 

For  about  half  an  hour  the  brunt  of  the  battle  wi 
borne  by  Jackson's  lines,  and  finding  them  waverii 
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it  severiU  points,  Longstreet  was  ordered  to  his  assist- 
ince.  But  before  tlio  order  was  received,  Lonjjstreet, 
Wrceiving  and  embracing  an  opportunity  of  jxjunng 
biB  artillery  into  tlic  advancing  ranks,  turned  the  tide 
rainst  them.  This  gave  tlie  Confederates  time  to 
Bally,  and  they  dashed  forward  with  renewe*!  enthu- 
isra  and  vigor.  IJotii  of  their  wings  were  ordered 
)  close  in  upon  the  foe,  while  the  artillery  dealt  a 
ieadly  and  tL>rrific  fire  into  his  lines,  causing  them  to 
break  just  as  darkness,  intensified  by  the  smoke  of 
iKittte  and  an  imix^nding  storm,  gathered  over  the  ter- 
Kble  scene.  At  ten  o'clock  the  third  day  of  this  great 
Jattle  came  to  an  end,  and  the  wearied  Confederates 
'  down  to  seek  rest  upon  a  victorious  field,  but 
^and  only  a  watery  bivouac  under  the  beating  of  a 
X>titinuous  rain,  while  all  night  long  was  heanl  tlie 
!»inp  of  the  enemy  retreating  to  the  heights  of  Cen- 
■evilie. 

In  this  three  days'  battle  the  Confederate  loss  was 
wry  heavy,  but  the  battle-field  revealed  the  fact  that 
haX  of  the  Federals  was  far  greater.     Their  surgeons. 
Ipder  a  flag  of  tnice.  ministered  to  the  wounded, 
Bany  days  being  consumed  in  the  work,  and  niim- 
^oers  of  lives  wei'fi  sacrificed  by  delay  in  receiving 
attention.     The  estimate  was  that  in  this  series  of 
battles  the  total  C-onfederate  loss  was  about  seventy- 
five  hundred  men,  eleven  hundred  of  whom  were  slain 
Upon  the  field.     Jackson's  proportion  of  the  loss  in 
«ra  and  men  greatly  exceeded  that  of  the  rest  of 
B  army,  in  consequence  of  his  fighting  the  first  day 
)Vithoat  the  support  of  reinforcements,  and  subse- 
«tly  the  enemy  seemed  to  select  bis  lines  chiefly 
!  the  points  of  the  most  furious  attiicks.     In  all  the 
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long  struggle  he  lost  only  thirty-five  men  by  captui 
while  the  prisonefs  on  the  other  side  were  estimated 
at  seven  thousand,  in  addition  to  two  thousand  lef( 
wounded  uiwn  the  battle-field.  Twenty  thousand 
small-arms,  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  numerous  color* 
and  a  large  amount  of  array  stores  fell  into  the  handl 
of  the  Confederates.  In  reviewing  tha  whole,  Jact 
son  thus  closes  liis  report : 

"  For  these  great  and  signal  victories  our  slaceri 
and  humble  thanks  are  due  unto  Almighty  God.  Wi 
should  in  all  things  acknowledge  the  hand  of  Hin 
who  reigns  in  heaven  an<l  rules  among  the  armies  n) 
men.  In  view  of  the  arduous  iat>ors  and  great  priva 
tions  the  troops  were  calleil  to  endure,  and  the  isolnteC 
and  perilous  position  which  the  command  occupiec 
while  engaged  with  greatly  superior  numbers  of  tlu 
enemy,  we  can  but  express  the  grateful  convictioB 
that  God  was  with  us,  and  gave  us  the  victory ;  and 
unto  IJis  holy  name  be  all  the  praise." 

Dr.  Dabney  says :  "  Few  words  are  needed  to  point 
out  the  share  which  Jackson  and  his  corps  meriteti 
in  the  glory  of  the  second  victory  of  Manassas.  T< 
the  rapidity  of  his  march,  the  promptitude  and  skiU 
of  his  action  in  seizing  and  destroying  the  Juno 
tion,  the  wisdom  which  guided  his  selection  of  a  jjosi 
tion,  and  the  heroic  tenacity  with  which  he  held  ii 
against  fearfid  odds  until  the  arrival  of  General  Le^ 
was  the  splendid  result  chiefly  duo.  It  was  so  o* 
dered  as  if  to  illustrate  the  superior  prowess  of  thf 
Confederate  soldiery,  that  in  this  battle  the  poBitioa 
of  the  combatants  in  July.  1S61,  were  almost  preciselj 
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■Bversed.  The  ground  held  by  Jackson  in  the  second 
battle  was  that  held  by  McDowell  in  the  fii-st;  and 
tiie  ground  from  which  the  (Confederates  drove  Po]>o 
»t  nightfall,  the  30th  of  August,  was  that  from  which 
McDowell  could  not  drive  them  on  the  21st  of  July ; 
Wbiie  the  preponderance  of  numbers  was  still  upon 
Ihe  Federal  side." 

On  the  1st  of  September  General  Jackson  wrote  to 
iiii  wife : 

"We  were  engaged  with  the  enemj'  at  and  near 
s  Junction  Tuesday  and  Weilnesday.  and  again 
i«r  the  battle-field  of  Manassas  on  Thursday,  Friday, 
nd  Saturday;  in  all  of  which  God  gave  U3  the  vie- 
wy. May  He  ever  be  with  us,  and  we  ever  be  His 
«voted  people,  is  my  earnest  prayer.  It  greatlj-  en- 
Nwrages  me  to  feel  that  so  many  of  God's  peojje  are 
raying  for  that  part  of  our  force  under  my  com- 
Bod.  The  Lord  has  answered  their  prayers ;  He  has 
1  placed)  us  across  Bull  Run;  and  I  pray  that 
fe  will  make  our  arras  entirely  successful,  and  that 
II  the  glory  will  l)e  given  to  His  iioly  name,  and 
One  of  it  to  man.  (Sod  has  blessed  and  preserved 
K  tlirough  His  great  mercy.  On  Saturday,  Colonel 
^lorand  Hugh  White  were  both  killed,  and  Willie 
!"Wton  was  mortally  wounded." 

Hugh  White  was  the  son  of  his  pastor,  a  candidate 
p    for  the  ministry,  and  was  one  of  the  purest  and  no- 
West  of  characters,  as  was  also  young  Prestun,  wiio 
forabined  great  beauty  of  youthful  manhoml  with 
LJisrvent  piety  and  the  brightest  promise.     They  were 
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both  licxington  boya,  from  General  Jackson's  own 
church,  and  sons  of  Iiis  dearest  friends. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  September,  General 
Jackson's  soldiers  arose  from  the  wet  ground,  cold  and 
comfortless,  and,  after  refreshing  themselves  with  food 
and  warmth  from  camp-fires,  were  ordered  to  march. 
Longstreet  was  to  remain  to  bnrv  the  dead  and  gath- 
er np  the  spoils.  Stuart  rejxirled  the  enemy  as  hav- 
ing rallied  upon  the  heights  of  Centreville,  and  occu- 
pying a  powerful  line  of  works,  capable  of  dofenca 
either  in  front  or  rear,  which  General  Joseph  E. 
Johnston  had  constriicted  the  first  winter  of  the  war.' 
Here  Pojki's  shattered  army  had  taken  refugu,  and,. 
with  large  reinforcements  from  Mc<;"iellftn,  once  more 
presented  a  front,  and  General  Jackson  was  directed 
to  turn  their  position,  and,  if  possible,  comj>el  them 
to  retreat  without  a  battle.  To  accomplish  this,  he 
marcheil  through  circuitous  country  roads,  which 
brought  him  up  far  in  the  rear  of  Centreville.  As 
soon  as  the  enemy  jwrceived  this  unexpected  mov&. 
ment,  they  resumed  their  retreat,  but  upon  approach- 
ing Fairfax  Court -House  they  found  Jackson  pre- 
pared to  attack  them.  A  sudden  and  spirited  eng 
ment,  known  as  that  of  Ox  Hill,  took  place,  the  enemy 
making  such  a  brave  and  desperate  resistance  tliaC 
at  last  victory  seemed  almost  within  their  gmsp ;  bat 
after  a  short  and  bloody  struggle  the  tide  again  tnm* 
ed,  and  they  once  more  took  up  their  line  of  retnat, 
and  disappeared  in  the  darkness. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

MARYLAND   CAMPAIGN"   AND   SlIAUrsllVRG 

Thk  invaders  hiul  now  retreated  in  full  force  from 

'ortliern  Virginia,  leaving  only  a  few  fortitieti  posts 

mg  the  frontier,  while  the  shatteretl  armies  of  both 

'ope  and  llcClelian  sought  shelter  in  the  strong 

irtifications  of  Washington,  from  whieh  they  had  so 

oently    marched    in    immense   numliers   and    with 

plendid  equipment,  in  the  confident  expectation  of 

,nnibilating  tlie  Confederate  army.    Pojw's  boast  had 

;en    that   during    his  campaign    liis    headquarters 

lOuld  he  in  the  saddle,  and  that  he  would  suhsist  liis 

ps  on  the  invaded  country,  authorizing  them  to 

ipropriate  from  the  inhabitants  all  the  horses  and 

■ovisions  which  tbey  could  make  use  of,  and  to  de- 

roy  what  they  wmid  not  use.     lie  also  demanded 

ia,t  all  citizens  within  his  lines  shouhl  take  an  oath 

'  all<>giance  to  the  Fedend  government,  or  be  ban- 

hed  South,  threatening  that  they  should  be  executed 

;  spies  in  case  of  their  return.     Fortunate  was  it  for 

ie  Virginians  that  this  cruel  and  boastful  command- 

'  had  so  short  and  inglorious  a  reign. 

The  success  of  the  Confederates  thus  far,  with  an 

Inferior  forct'  against  greatly  suiwrior  numbers,  noiv 

femboldened    General    Lee   to   conceive   the   plan   of 

iking  the  aggressive,  and    pursuing  hia  advantage 

jT  an  invasion  of  Maryland,     It  was  desirable  that 
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Virginia  should  hare  a  respite  from  the  ravages  o 
the  two  great  oontending  armies,  which  hfwi  st»  lon( 
made  it  their  field  of  battle ;  aiid  as  Maryland  hai 
been  a  Southern  State,  and  was  full  of  Southen 
sympathy,  it  Wiia  hoped  that  the  appearance  of  Lee'l 
army  would  stimulate  her  people  to  aid  in  achieve 
ing  indeiiemlence.  From  the  beginning  of  the  wat^ 
many  Marylanders  had  been  in  the  Southern  armV) 
and  it  had  no  braver  men  or  better  soldiers,  Ib 
conseciuence  of  its  forced  marches  and  many  hari 
fought  battles,  it  was  jxiorly  equipped  for  an  invasicmf 
but  the  great  snccess  hitherto,  and  the  high  spirit  ol 
his  men,  gave  confidence  to  their  commander,  and  thi 
army  was  put  in  motion  for  the  Potomac — Jackson'i 
corps  having  rested  only  one  day  after  the  battle  ol 
Ox  Hill,  which  closed  with  the  night  of  Septembei 
Ist,  in  a  thunder-storm  and  deluge  of  rain.  The  firs! 
day  they  marched  to  Dranesville,  and  on  the  second 
reached  Leesburg. 

The  fame  of  Stonewall  Jactson  having  spreail  fai 
and  wide,  the  peo])le  were  eager  to  catch  a  glimpse  ot 
him  whenever  his  march  led  him  near  their  homesi 
Crowds  pressed  upon  him,  and  ardent  admirers  would 
sometimes  throw  their  arms  ronnd  the  neck  of  his  horsai 
Attentions  were  showered  upon  him  by  the  old  amt 
young,  and  were  often  of  so  enthusiastic  a  nature  sa 
to  really  embarrass  hiiri.  As  an  instance  of  this,  whil4 
he  was  passing  through  Leesburg  a  lady  was  seea 
standing  in  her  doorway,  who,  on  having  her  hero 
pointed  ont  to  her,  ran  out  into  the  middle  of  tba 
street,  and,  divesting  herself  of  a  scarf,  threw  it  before 
his  horse.  With  his  characteristic  modesty,  bo  did' 
not  comprehend  that  this  was  meant  to  do  htm  hon< 
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imii,  reining  up,  he  looked  with  puzzled  inquiry  first  at 
the  lady,  who  had  retired  to  the  sidewalk,  and  then 
St  the  scarf  iti  front  of  his  horse's  feet.  One  of  his 
yoang  staff  officers,  seeing  his  perplexity,  explained  to 
liim  io  a  stage  wbisjwr :  "  She  means  you  to  ride  over 
it,  general."  As  soon  as  he  understood  the  dehcate 
thliiite  which  she  intended,  he  turned  to  her  with  a 
l)eaming  smile,  and,  taking  off  his  cap,  gallantly  rode 
wer  the  scarf. 

On  the  5th  of  September  General  Jackson^s  com- 
Mnil  crossed  the  Potomac  at  AVhite's  Ford.  The 
river  here  is  onlj'  about  half  a  mile  wide,  and  having  a 
level  and  peljbly  bottom,  from  two  to  three  feet  deep, 
the  infantry  were  altle  to  ford  the  stream.  As  the 
ttwps  came  in  sight  of  the  river,  they  rjuickenwl  their 
«eps,  and  as  line  after  line  planted  their  feet  upon 
Maryland  soil,  they  rent  the  air  with  enthusiastic 
lAcere. 

As  soon  as  they  had  crossed,  the  first  work  to  be 
done  was  to  destroy  the  locks  of  the  canal,  thus  drain- 
ing off  its  waters  and  preventing  its  navigation.    On 
the  flth  the  array  occupied  the  Haltimoro  and  Ohio 
BaihDad  and  entered  Frederick  City.     Here  a  Mary- 
•>n<l  gentleman  welcomed  General  Jackson  by  pre- 
Wnting  him  with  a  superb  horse,  and  a  few  hundred 
young  men  joined  the  ranks  of  ilie  Southern  army. 
'       Just  as  soon  as  bis  troops  became  the  invaders,  he 
''sned  the  most  stringent  orders  against   straggling, 
depredation  upon  property,  and  every  species  of  nipine 
B  or  trespass,  and  his  well-disciplined  soldiers  proved 
^■tiieir  obedience  by  a  respect  for  private  rights  and ' 
^M  magnanimous   forbearance  that  were  in  striking 
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in  Virginia.  At  Frederick.  Jackson  rested  with  hii 
troopa  four  days,  and  the  day  after  his  arrival  bein| 
the  Sabbiitb,  he  attended  divine  worship.  It  was  i 
noteworthy  fact  that  the  people  of  the  place  attendee 
their  various  churches  with  as  much  freedom  and  se 
curity  as  if  they  were  not  within  the  lines  of  an  in 
vading  army.  Of  the  service  he  wrote  to  his  wife  th< 
next  (lay,  September  Stli : 

..."  fjwt  evening  I  attended  a  German  Reformw 
church  in  Frederick  City,  I  was  not  quite  nea] 
enough  to  hear  all  the  sermon  [his  modesty  had  lei 
him  to  take  a  back  seat],  and  I  regret  to  sav  fel 
asleep;  but  had  I  been  near  enough  to  hear,  woulc 
probal)Iy  not  have  been  so  unfortunate.  The  ininistei 
is  a  giftetl  one,  and  the  building  beautiful.  The  pewf 
are  arrange<l  in  a  circular  form,  so  that  every  person 
faces  the  pulpit.  The  town  appears  to  be  a  charming 
pla«e,  neat  and  beautiful.  The  ladies  and  gentlemen 
were  sitting  in  front  of  the  doors,  and  all  looked  sc 
comfortable,  and  I  may  say  elegant,  acconliug  to  my 
ideas,  and  their  enjoyment  looked  so  genuine,  thai 
my  heart  was  in  sympathy  with  the  suiToundinga 
If  such  scenes  could  only  surround  me  in  Lexingtoa 
how  my  heart  would,  under  a  smiling  Providence 
rejoice !" 

Whiltier's  cclehratoil  war  poem,  "  Barbara  Frict 
chie."  claims  to  be  founded  mxm  an  incident  whicl 
was  supj>osed  to  have  taken  place  upon  the  entrand 
of  General  Jackson  with  his  troops  into  Frctlerid 
City.  The  story  is  l»est  told  in  the  poet's  own  mela 
dious  language,  the  pirt  relating  to  General  Jacksoi 
and  his  troops  only  being  quoted : 
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*'  On  that  pleasant  morn  of  the  early  fall 
When  JjCQ  marched  over  the  mountain  wall- 
Over  the  mountains  winding  down, 
Horse  and  foot,  into  Frederick  town  — 
Forty  flags  with  their  silver  stars, 
Forty  flags  with  their  crimson  hnrs, 
Flapped  in  the  morning  wind  :  the  sun 
Of  noon  looked  down,  and  saw  not  one. 
Up  rose  old  Barbara  Frictchie  then, 
Bowed  with  her  fourscore  veare  and  ten  ; 
Bravest  of  all  in  Frederick  town. 
She  took  up  the  flag  tlic  men  hauled  down : 
In  her  attic  window  the  staff*  she  set, 
To  show  one  heart  was  loyal  vet. 
Up  the  street  came  the  rel>el  tread, 
Stonewall  Jackson  riding  ahead. 
Under  his  slouched  hat,  left  and  right 
He  glanced  ;  the  old  flag  met  his  sight. 

*  Halt  I' — the  dust-brown  ranks  stood  fast. 

*  Fire  I* — out  blazed  tlie  rifle  blast ; 

It  shivered  the  window,  pane  and  sash ; 
It  rent  the  banner  with  seam  and  ijash. 
Quick,  as  it  fell  from  the  broken  staff". 
Dame  Barbara  snatched  the  silken  scarf; 
She  leaned  far  out  on  the  window-sill, 
And  shook  it  forth  with  a  roval  will. 

*  Shoot,  if  you  must,  this  old  gray  head. 
But  spare  your  country's  flag,'  she  said. 
A  shade  of  sadness,  a  blush  of  shame. 
Over  the  face  of  the  leader  came; 

The  nobler  nature  within  him  stirred 
To  life  at  that  woman's  deed  and  word  : 

*  Who  touches  a  hair  of  yon  gray  luMid 
Dies  like  a  dog  I    March  on  I'  he  said. 

Honor  to  her  I  and  let  a  tear 

Fall,  for  her  sake,  on  StonewalTs  bier." 

Alas  for  the  poet !  that  rude  hands  should  have  to 


348  LIFE  OF  GENERAL  TH0SL4S  J.  JACKSON. 

sweep  away  this  graphic  picture,  which  his  many  ad- 
mirers have  so  long  regarded  as  drawn  from  life  ;  but 
I  have  been  told  by  members  of  General  Jackson's 
staff  that  this  pretty  story  was  a  myth.  This  is  con- 
firmed by  Dame  Barbara's  own  nephew,  Valerius 
Ebert,  of  Freilerick  City,  who  writes  tfl  a  Northern 
paper: 

..."  As  to  the  waving  of  the  Federal  flag  in  the 
face  of  the  rebels  by  Dame  Barbara  on  the  occasioa 
of  Stonewall  Jackson's  march  through  Frederick, 
truth  requires  me  to  say  that  Stonewall  Jackson,  with 
his  troops,  did  not  pass  Barbara  Frietchie's  residence 
at  all ;  l)ut  passed  through  what  in  this  city  is  called 
"The  Mill  Alley."  about  three  hundred  yarila  from 
her  residence,  then  passwl  due  west  towards  Antie- 
tam,  and  thus  out  of  the  city.  But  another  and  still 
stronger  fact  with  reg:ard  to  this  matter  may  Ije  here 
presented — \iz. :  the  ^»oem  by  Wbittier  represents  our 
venerable  relative  (then  ninety-six  years  of  age)  aa 
nimbly  ascending  to  her  attic  window  and  waving 
her  small  Federal  flag  defiantly  in  the  face  of  Stone- 
wall Jackson's  troops,  Now,  Dame  Barbara  was  at 
the  moment  bedridden  and  helpless,  and  had  !(»t 
the  power  of  locomotion.  She  could  at  that  period 
only  move,  as  she  was  moved,  by  the  help  of  her  at- 
tendants. These  are  the  facts,  proving  that  Whittier'a 
poem  upon  this  subject  is  pure  fiction.'* 

The  bold  step  of  General  Lee  in  the  invasion 
of  Maryland  spread  consternation  at  AVashington  ; 
and  President  Lincoln,  realizing  the  paramount  im- 
|H>rtance  of  protecting  the  capital,  no  immedialo 
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tion  wae  taken  to  follow  the  invading'  array.  Upon 
[lie  arrival  of  the  whole  Confederate  army  at 
Ffedorick.  tieneral  I>ee  held  a  consultation  with  his 
lending  generals  as  to  a  plan  of  future  o|>crations. 
Although  the  mass  of  the  Federal  troo|K!  had  retired 
Washington,  liarjwr's  Ferry  had  not  yet  been 
eracUiileil,  as  General  Lee  had  hoped,  and  this  en- 
liangereil  the  safety  of  his  army.  It  had  I>een  his 
Wgn  to  proceed  with  his  command  into  Western 
Uarrland,  keeping  up  his  communications  with  Rieh- 
Motui  through  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  to  threaten 
PeflBsylvania,  thus  hoping  to  draw  the  enemy  after 
iiin, and  away  from  their  luise  nf  supplies.  Ihit  \iith 
the  Federals  holding  Harper's  Ferry,  it  was  deemed 
tecessary  to  capture  the  place  as  speedily  as  possible, 
and  General  Jackson  was  ordered  to  move  with  his 
corps  to  Marlinsburg,  and  after  dislodging  the  enemy 
there  to  march  down  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac 
Bpon  Harper's  Ferry.  Ho  accordingly  loft  Frederick 
on  the  10th  of  September,  and,  making  a  rapid  transit 
thtQugh  Middletown,  Boonsboro',  and  Williamsport, 
the  next  day  he  recrossed  the  Potomac,  and  was  upon 
1118  native  soil.  Upon  hearing  of  Jackson's  approach, 
*n  the  Jlth.  the  Federal  commander  retreated  to 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  next  morning  Jackson's  cav- 
■^T  reached  Martinsburg,  where  the  people,  eqnally 
Mtoniahed  and  delighted,  greeted  him  with  a  glad 
Welcome;  and.  being  once  more  in  his  beloved  val- 
'^Xi  among  his  own  people,  bis  heart  responded  with 
S^telul  emotion  to  their  eager  demonstrations.  The 
™ie8,  who  are  ahvaj's  foremost  in  doing  and  claim- 
ing honors,  beset  him  on  all  sides,  and  besought  of 
mm  souvenirs — some  requesting  locks  of  his  hair,  and 
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others  buttons  from  bis  coat.  He  tried  to  excuse  him- 
self by  telling  one  pretty  petitioner  that  xh^  had  more 
hiiir  than  hf  had,  and  he  permitted  them  to  strip  his 
coat  of  buttons,  but  finally  tlieir  importunity  so 
embaiTassetl  him  that,  with  a  blushing  face,  he  said: 
"Ueally,  laiiies,  this  is  the  first  time  I  was  ever  sur- 
rounded by  the  enemy,"  and,  with  the  Iiesl  grace  be 
could,  he  retreated  from  the  clamorous  circle.  After- 
wards, ft  considerate  young  lady  sent  him  a  present 
of  several  cards  of  military  buttons  to  replace  those 
tliat  had  been  cut  from  his  coat,  accompanying  the 
gift  with  a.  charming  letter.  As  a  [)enalty  of  sharing 
his  master's  fame,  poor  ••  Little  Sorrel "  lost  many 
locks  from  his  mane  and  toil. 

A  rapid  march  from  Martinsburg  brought  General 
Jackson  and  his  corjis.  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of 
September,  to  Har]jer*s  Ferry.  In  the  sjtace  of  three 
months  Jackson  had  sivept  down  the  valley,  fought 
and  won  the  battles  of  Cross  Keys  and  Port  Republic ; 
had  marched  to  Richmond  aud  liorne  a  conspicuous 
part  m  the  seven  days'  battles;  had  then  turned  north 
towards  Washington,  and  won  the  Uittle  of  Cedar 
Run.  and  the  second  great  struggle  npon  the  plains 
of  Manassas;  and  now,  after  a  march  to  Frederick, 
Slaryland,  returned  to  llar|>er's  Ferry,  thus  complet- 
ing a  circuit  so  full  uf  toil,  heroism,  and  victory  ns 
to  ajipear  almost  incredible. 

Arrived  at  Harper's  Ferry,  General  Jackson  found 
the  enemy  in  force,  and  drawn  np  in  Imttle  array 
uiK>n  Holivar  Heights.  General  Lee,  in  his  plan  for 
the  capture  of  the  place,  had  ordered  two  other  divi- 
sions, commanded  by  <ieneral8  Mcl-aws  and  Walker, 
to  approach  simultaneously  with  Jackson's  corps,  and 


CAPTURE  OF  HARPEK'S  FERSy.  351 

seize  the  Maryland  Heights  anil  Lonlouu  ileigUtji, 
ffliicii  \ronl(l  surround  llie  garrison  beyoinl  escape. 
It  was  but  one  day's  inareli  for  these  divisions,  while 
Jncksun's  route  ai-ound  by  Miirtinsburg  was  a  circuit 
I  of  sisty  miles.  He  was  therefore  naturally  anxious 
to  ascertain  whether  they  bad  anived  at  tbeir  respeo- 
live  destinations,  and  lost  no  time  in  signalling  their 
iwfita,  but,  receiving  no  reply,  found  that  he  was  in 
silvaGce  of  thein.  He  then  sent  couriers  to  the  heights, 
ivho  returned  during  the  night  with  the  intelligence 
that  both  generals  hail  executed  tbeir  inovemeals, 
ind  wore  in  possession  of  the  two  heights.  The 
Fttlemls  were  now  encompassed  on  every  side.  On 
Ih?  morning  of  the  14th,  Jackson  established  com- 
munication with  McLaws  and  Walker,  and,  as  the 
laaking  officer,  directed  the  plan  of  operations  for 
iJie  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry. 

After  cutting  roa<ls,  with  great  labor,  by  which 
artillery  could  be  taken  up  to  the  heights,  tlie  Con- 
lerates  poured  shot  and  shell  upon  the  enemy, 
lucing  great  dismay  and  the  wildest  confusion, 
pffover,  they  still  had  one  loop-hole  of  escape,  for 
le  C'onfeflerate  artillery  couUI  not  dislodge  the  troops 
,t  occupied  the  main  line  u]xin  Rolivar  Heights, 
here  there  was  a  chance  of  McClellan's  coining 
their  relief.  So  it  fell  to  Jackson's  corps  to  deal 
le  finishing  stroke,  in  frustrating  this  forlorn  hope, 
which  was  accomplished  by  moving  in  the  darkness 
of  night,  screened  by  the  ravines  along  the  river,  and 
(»etting  in  the  enemy's  rear.  To  make  assurance 
tionhly  sure,  he  planted  eleven  pieces  of  artillery 
across  the  Shenandoah  to  intercept  egress  or  ingress, 
^^|ms  destroying  every  chance  of  escape  or  relief.    The 
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morning  of  the  15th  found  tlie  assailants  eagCT  to  re- 
new tlie  attack,  and  Jackson  ordered  all  the  batteries 
to  ojien  at  once.  A  furious  cannonade  thus  begnn. 
when  iifter  alwut  an  hour's  resistance  on  tlie  ]iart  of 
the  garrison,  a  white  flag  was  seen  to  be  lifted  aloft, 
and  the  tempest  of  battle  at  once  ceased.  The  eneinv 
had  surrendei'ed — with  ii  garrison  of  eleven  thousand 
men,  over  sixty  pieces  of  artillery,  thirteen  thousand 
stand  of  sraall-anns,  gi-eat  numbers  of  horses  and 
wagons,  and  vast  quantities  of  stores  of  every  descrip- 
tion. The  garrison  was  treated  on  the  most  liberal 
terms.  T!ic  officers  were  permittc<l  to  retain  their 
side-arms  and  ail  their  Jiersonal  effects,  upon  their 
parole ;  and  wagons  and  horses  were  also  loaned  them 
to  remove  their  baggage  into  the  Federal  lines.  The 
privates  also,  after  being  disarmed,  were  released  on 
parole. 

Writing  to  his  wife,  General  Jackson  says: 

*•  It  is  my  grateful  privilege  to  write  that  our  Rod 
has  given  us  a  brilliant  victory  at  Harper's  Teny 
to-day.  Probably  nearly  eleven  thousand  prisoners, 
a  great  numl>er  of  small -arms,  and  over  sixty  pieces 
of  artillery  are,  through  God's  blessing,  in  our  posse«>- 
sion.  The  action  commenced  yestenlay,  and  ended 
this  morning  in  the  capitulation.  Our  Heavenlv 
Father  blesses  us  exceedingly.  I  am  thankful  to  sav 
that  our  loss  was  small,  and  Joseph  and  myself  were 
mercifully  protected  from  harm." 

When  General  Lee  sent  the  forces  under  Jackson 
from  Frederick  to  reduce  Harper's  Ferry,  be  started 


SIcCLKLLAS'S  ARMY   APPROACBINU. 


353 


the  remaining  part  of  his  command  in  other  direo 
tions,  .and  in  the  meantirao  t!ie  situation  of  the 
Confederates  in  Maryland  assumed  a  t;;ravc  aspect. 
McClellaii's  grand  army  entered  Frederick  the  diiy 
after  General  Lee  evacuated  it,  and  unfortunately  a 
copy  of  his  order  directing  the  movements  of  his 
whole  army  had  l)een  dropped  on  leaving  the  town, 
and  was  picked  up  by  the  Federals,  i-evealing  Lee's 
plan  to  Mc(!'IeUan,  who  at  once  embraced  his  oppor- 
tunity, and  pressed  forwanl  in  pursuit,  before  Lee 
could  concentrate  his  scattered  troops  for  battle. 
The  Confederate  array  was  how  in  great  ]>Gril,  as 
McClellan,  with  a  full  knowIe<ige  of  the  situation 
and  of  the  movements  of  tlie  Confetlerates,  was 
gathering  his  forces  for  a  decisive  conHict.  On  the 
13th  the  Confederate  cavalry  near  Boonsbnro'  was 
forced  back  slowly,  and  the  command  of  General 
D.  II.  Hill,  which  had  been  sent  to  giianl  the  moun- 
tain pass  in  front  of  Boonaboro',  was  attacked  l)v 
overwhelming  numbers.  With  less  than  five  thousand 
men,  he  held  the  jiass  for  five  hours,  re|>elling  i-e- 
j>eate<l  assaults  until  Longstreet,  coming  to  their  sup- 
|)ort  in  the  afternoon,  enabled  them  to  maintain  their 
gnmnd  until  nightfall. 

To  oppose  the  advance  of  the  enemy  more  eifectu- 
ally.  General  I^ee  determined  to  conccntmte  his  forces 
at  Stmrpsburg,  and  Jackson  was  summoned  to  join 
hini  as  speedily  as  possible.  Pnimpt  to  obey  the 
order,  he  did  not  wait  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the 
Fwleral  troops  at  Harper's  Ferry,  but  left  that  duty 
tfl  General  A.  P.  ITili.  With  the  rest  of  his  com- 
mand he  twjk  u|i  his  march  by  way  of  Shepherdi*- 
town.  Generals  W.ilkcr  and  Mcl^ws  having  orders 
23 
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to  follow.  Tho  movement  of  all  the  troops,  except 
McLaws's,  which  were  harassed  and  delayed  by  the 
enemy,  was  safely  effected,  Longatreet  and  D.  H. 
Hill  arrived  at  JSharpsburg  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th.  and  their  troops  were  greatly  inspirited  by  the 
news  of  the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry,  Sharpsbnrg 
is  a  little  hamlet,  situated  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  Potomac  and  one  mile  from  Antietara  Creek. 
In  the  Federal  accounts  this  creek  gave  name  to  the 
battle,  which  is  always  spoken  of  as  the  Battle  of 
Antietam.  Sharpsbnrg  itself  is  remfirkable  only  for 
its  intersection  of  six  roads,  which  affordetl  facilities 
for  the  concentration  of  Lee's  divided  army.  The 
country  is  elevated  and  undulating,  and  presented  a 
good  defensive  position,  and  here  (.Tcneral  Lee  made 
his  dispositions  to  meet  the  advance  of  the  enemy  on 
the  15th  of  Septeral)er;  but  the  latter  made  only  ro- 
connoissances  on  tliat  day.  However,  on  the  next 
morning,  the  liith,  their  batteries  opened  fire,  and 
their  swaying  multitudes  indicated  that  a  great  battle 
had  begun.  It  was  about  noon  when  Jackson  arrived 
on  the  field,  and,  after  a  brief  rest  for  his  wearied 
troops,  took  his  position,  which  was  one  of  great 
exposure  and  danger.  With  the  approach  of  evening. 
botli  the  Federal  artillery  and  infantry  fiercely  assailed 
the  Confederates  under  tho  command  of  General 
Hood,  whose  left  Jackson  was  ordered  to  support. 
This  assault  continued  late  into  the  night,  but  was 
gallantly  repelled,  and  the  two  hostile  armies  slept 
upon  their  arms  to  be  ready  to  renew  the  bloody  con- 
llict  in  the  morning.  Even  their  hours  of  repose  were 
disturlKjd  by  a  continual  dropping  fire. 

A  splendid  autumn  morning  had  scarcely  dawne<l. 
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Ion  thi;  ITth,  when  its  brilliant  beiinis  were  obscured 
I  by  the  smoke  of  territic  volleys  from  the  whole  Fed- 
l>eral  line  of  artillery — the  heaviest  fire  falling  upon 
Mhe  Confederate  left  held  by  Jackson — an  attack  ivliioh 
twos  sixin  snpported  by  infantry  advancing  in  great 
Kforce.     The  overwhelming  numbers  were   met  with 
I  Buflinching  bravery  and  resolution,  and  for  several 
hours  the  unequal  combat  raged  with  unceasing  vio- 
lence and  varying  fortune.     Many  of  the  Confederate 
,  field  officers  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  their  whole 
line  rapidly  thinned  under  the  murderous  fire  of  the 
remendouB  odds  against  them  ;  still  they  fought  with 
ftnnconquerablc  tenacity,  repeatetlly  breaking  the  ranks 
■of  the  enemy,  and,  although  forced  hack  by  sheer 
ireight  of  numbers,  they  turned  at  every  favorable 
■position  to  make  a  stand,  and  retired  to  the  best  ad- 
Krantage,  when  Jackson,  still  undaunted,  ordered  Early 
And  Hood  to  gather  up  the  fragments  of  the  shattei-eU 
Kipa  and  return  to  the  front  to  relieve  those  who 
rtrere  there  so  sorely  pressed.     Nobly  did  they  exe- 
cute their  commission,  and,  ruiihing  forward  against 
rthe  surging  masses  of  the  enemy,  succeeded  in  arrest- 
ing the  tide  of  battle.     For  hours  they  resisted  far 
Pgreater  numiwrs,  and  finally  dmvo  them  back,  and  re- 
established the  C'onfeilerate  lines.     Most  opportunely, 
at  this  juncture,  General  McIjvws,  with  his  division, 
arrived  upon  the  field,  and  with  his  prompt  co-oiiera- 
r  tion  and  the  strenuous  eiforts  of  other  commanders  the 
I  victorious  enemy  were  checked  ;  their  lines  began  to 
Lvaver,  and  they  retreated  half  a  mile  with  great  loss. 
Itienerul  Jackson  was  now  enabled  to  re-establish  the 
Ivhole  of  his  line;  but  the  Federals,  though  withdi-aw- 
I  ing  their  infantry,  still  rained  down  a  furious  artillery 
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Qre  the  remainder  of  the  day ;  but  Jackson's  troops, 
now  in  a  more  sheltered  })osition.  suffere*!  little  loss. 
The  Federal  troops  returned  again  to  attack  the  Con- 
federate right  and  centre,  but  were  again  repulsed. 
Unfortunately,  however,  they  discovered  that  one  of 
the  brigades  opposed  to  them  had  been  withdrawn 
fi-om  its  position,  and  immediately  presseil  forward 
through  the  bi-eiich  thus  made,  and  pierc-e<l  the  Coo- 
fedenite  hnes.  General  I).  H.  Hill  and  other  officere 
rallied  the  remnants  of  several  scattered  brigades,  and 
with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  supported  by  only  a  few 
hundred  bayonets,  arrested  the  vast  masses  of  the  ene- 
my. This  small  force  (some  of  whom  bad  fired  every 
cartridge,  and  could  trust  only  to  the  bayonet)  pre- 
sented a  bold  front,  until  two  other  batteries  came  to 
their  relief:  and  after  a  desperate  and  determined  I'e- 
sistance  of  an  hour  or  so.  the  Federals  retired. 

Notwithstanding  tho  most  stubborn  and  determined 
defence  of  the  bridge  over  the  Antietam,  it  was  at 
last  gainetl  by  the  Federals,  who  crossed  over  in  im- 
mense numbei-s  and  attacked  I*ugstreet's  right,  which 
commanded  the  approaches.  A  few  hundrtnl  yards 
advance  would  have  given  them  possession  of  the  roads 
leading  from  Sbarpshiirg  to  the  Potomac,  which  were 
saved  only  by  the  timely  arrival,  from  Harper's  Ferry, 
of  A.  P.  Hill  and  his  division,  which  came  at  once  to 
the  supjtort  of  Ixmgst rect.  and  attacked  the  Federals 
who,  tlushcd  with  exjiectjint  victory,  liad  become  dis- 
onieretl  by  a  loo  rapid  and  eager  advance.  After 
crossing  the  bridge,  a  triple  line  of  the  enemy  dashed 
forward,  captured  a  liattery.  and  almost  gaineil  the 
ere&t  of  the  ware  of  success,  when  they  were  checked 
by  Hill's  batteries  ami  others  in  different  positions. 
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ihe  effect  of  whose  concentrated  (ire  was  to  drive  the 
■  back  across  tlie  creek,  and  the  Confederates 

aipturwl  the  lost  battery-  The  shatlows  of  night 
r  gathered  over  the  scene,  closing  one  of  the  most 
dwpenite  and  hard-fouglit  battles  of  the  war. 

"  During  this  terrible  conflict,  (General  Jackson."  sn 
n  rites  Dr.  DabneVi  bis  former  chief-of-staff,  "  PX|K>seii 
his  life  with  his  aocustomed  imperturbable  bravery, 
riding  among  his  batteries  and  directing  their  fire. 
and  communicating  his  own  indomitable  spirit  to  his 
men.  Yet  be  said  to  a  Christian  comrade  that  on  no 
day  of  baltle  bad  ho  ever  felt  so  calm  an  assurance 
that  he  should  be  preserved  from  all  personal  harm 
through  the  protection  of  his  Heavenly  Father," 

In  his  report  of  tliis  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  General 
Lee  gives  the  following  picture  of  his  army:  "The 
nrduons  service  in  which  our  troofra  had  been  engaged, 
thrir  great  privations  of  rest  and  food,  and  the  long 
mftrrlies.  without  shoes,  over  mpunlain  roads,  had 
greatly  reduced  our  ranks  before  the  action  began. 
These  causes  iiad  compelled  thousands  of  brave  men 
to  absent  themselves,  and  many  more  had  done  so 
from  anworthy  motives.  This  great  battle  was  fought, 
by  less  than  forty  thousand  men  on  oiir  side,  all  of 
whom  had  undergone  the  greatest  labors  and  hard- 
ships in  the  field  and  on  the  march.  Nothing  could 
surpass  the  determined  valor  with  which  they  met 
the  large  army  of  the  enemy,  fully  supplied  and 
equipped,  and  the  result  reflects  the  highest  credit 
on  the  officers  and  men  engaged." 

The  ISth  was  devoted  by  both  armies  to  burying 
their  dead  and  removing  their  wotmded.  On  that 
dav  General  Lee  discovered  that  McClellan   was  ex- 
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pecting  a  large  reinforcement  of  fresh  trwjpa,  and.  in' 
view  of  the  exhaustetl  condition  of  his  own  forces, 
determined  not  to  risk  another  battle,  and  therefore' 
withdrew  them  to  Virginia.  He  took  with  iiim  all 
his  wounded  who  could  bear  removal,  not  leaving  be- 
hind an  efficient  man  or  a  single  gun,  C-Jeneral  Jack- 
son was  intnisted  with  the  rear-cuard,  and,  sitting  on 
his  horse  in  the  middle  of  the  Potomac,  for  hours  he 
watched  the  passage  of  the  troops  across  the  stream. 
Not  until  he  had  seen  the  last  man  and  the  last  gun 
safely  upon  the  Virginia  side  did  he  cross  over  him- 
self. He  then  marched  his  command  four  miles,  and 
encamped  near  Martinsburg.  General  Pendleton,  with 
thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  was  posted  upon  an  eleva- 
tion overlooking  the  river,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Federals  from  crossing  in  pursuit.  Meanwhile  the 
alertness  of  the  enemy  resulted  in  an  advance  in  con- 
siderable force,  which  planted  their  guns  on  the  oppo- 
site shore.  During  the  night  a  detachment  crossed 
the  river,  and,  completely  surprising  the  Confeder- 
ates, captui-ed  nearly  all  of  their  guns,  (ieneral  Pen- 
dleton, at  midnight,  reported  to  General  Jackson 
(what  he  then  believed  to  be  true)  that  they  had  lost 
ffivMy  gun  I  It  is  said  the  news  of  this  appalling  dis- 
iLster  caused  Jackson  more  anxiety  than  he  had  ever 
shown  before  during  the  war.  He  immediately  gave 
orders  to  effect  the  recovery  of  the  captured  guns,  and 
started  alone  towards  lioteler's  Ford,  which  was  a 
little  below  the  positiim  lost  by  Pendleton,  having 
ordered  his  troops  to  follow  him  without  delay.  He 
was  soon  found  by  General  Lee's  couriers,  without 
escort,  far  in  advance  of  his  troops,  exanuning  the 
position  of  the  enemy.     The  gallant  A.  P.  Hill  ar- 
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rived  first  npon  the  ground,  and,  spreading  out  his 
dirision  into  two  lines,  charged  witli  great  spirit,  re- 
gardless of  the  stonn  of  shot  and  shell  f^m  the 
^08  across  the  river.  The  enemy  resisted  hy  bear- 
ins  heavily  down  against  Jlill's  left ;  but,  rallying  his 
whole  force,  he  made  a  second  charge,  and,  sweeping 
(lown  tbe  hit],  forced  the  enemy  into  the  river,  and, 
as  he  continued  to  fire  upon  them,  but  few  reached  the 
northern  shore. 

Wliile  Jackson   was  i\';itching  this   night   engagi-- 

menl,   a   second    messenger   from    General    Lee    a])- 

proai'hed  him  for  information,  and  the  only  remark 

be  made  was,  "  With  the  blessing  of  Providence,  they 

1  soon  be  di-iven  back."     In  this  contest  the  Con- 

ldenvt«s  fought  entii-ely  without  artillery,  employing 

nly  the  musket  and  Imyonet,     Tins  brilliant  affair 

8  known  as  that  of  Boteler's  Forth 

In  this  arduous  campaign  not  one  of  Jackson's  sol- 

1  the  ranks  endured  more  fatigue  than  lie,  and 

he  mental  strain  was  even  more  wearing  upon  him. 

1  his  rapid  marches  he  sometimes  was  so  overjrew- 

[  by  sleep  that  he  could  not  resist  it  even  when 

tding.  and  members  of  his  staff  found  it  necessary  to 

tort  him  in  the  saddle  for  fear  of  his  falling.     Sev- 

fal  times  he  dismounted,  and,  leaning  his  head  on  a 

Bice,  and  resting  his  outstretched  arms  upon  it,  would 

sep  for  only  five  or  ten  minutes,  having  asked  his 

taff  to  awaken  him  if  he  slept  longer.     He  would  not 

rost  himself  to  lie  down,  lest  his  slumber  might  prove 

)  profound  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  arouse  him. 

'  An  incident  which  occurred  about  the  close  of  this 

npaign  illustrates  his  kindness  of  heart.      An  old 

iroman  called   at   his   headquarters,  and,  to   the   uo 
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small  amusement  of  the  young  sta£F-officers.  sai<]  she 
had  come  to  see  ber  son  Johu,  wlio  was  witli  "  Jack- 
son's Company."  She  was  much  surprised  that  they 
could  not  tell  her  where  John  was.  for  he  ha<l  been 
with  "  Jackson's  Comimny  "  in  all  the  battles.  Her  per- 
sistency somewhat  annoyed  the  young  men ;  but  when 
Jackson  came  in  and  heard  her  simple  storv,  he  lis- 
tened with  as  much  politeness  us  if  she  were  a  ^^nd 
\tu\y.  and  after  gently  reproving  the  young  men  for 
laughing  at  her,  he  onlered  that  every  companj'  in  Lis 
corps  should  be  searched  for  "John,"  who  was  at  last 
found,  to  the  inexpressible  delight  of  his  loving  old 
mother. 
The  general's  next  letter  to  bis  wife  is  dated 

'■  Qt'NKBB  Hill,  Oct.  6th. 
"  I  am  glad  that  you  were  privileged  to  keep  Thanks- 
giving Day.  AVe  did  not  enjoj'  that  blessing,  I  regret 
to  say.  I  trust  it  was  generally  observed,  and  that 
rich  blessings  may  flow  from  it  through  our  ever-kind 
Heavenly  Father,  I  also  hope  that  on  that  day  lai^ 
contributions  were  made  to  our  Bible  Society.  You 
and  1  have,  as  you  say.  special  reason  for  gratitude  to 
God  tor  His  goodne-ss  and  mercy  to  us.  .  .  .  The  citi- 
zens of  Frederick  did  not  present  me  the  horse,  as  was 
published,  though  a  Marylander  gave  me  a  tine-look- 
ing animal,  possessed  of  great  muscle  and  fine  powers 
of  endurance ;  but  he  was  not  gentle,  and  of  this  the 
donor  notified  me.  Notwithstanding  the  notice.  I 
mounted  an<l  rode  him  that  evening,  and  he  did  well. 
The  next  morning,  however,  when  I  attempted  again 
to  ride  bim,  he  reared  up  and  fell  back  with  me,  hurt- 
mg  me  considerably.     Miss  Osbourn,  of  Jefferson, 
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xnt  me  some  excellent  socks,  and  a  beautiful  scarf, 
ivhicli  I  wish  mj-  darling  had.  Our  friend,  Mrs.  iirnr 
liatn.  of  AVincheater.  sent  me  two  nice  sponge-cakes 
last  week,  and  a  Mr.  Vilwig,  of  the  annie  i»Iace.  sent 
me  an  excellent  arm-chair  for  camp  use.  I  wish  I 
could  keep  it  until  the  close  of  the  war,  as  I  think  my 
enptmt  would  enjoy  it.  You  are  earnestly  remembered 
in  my  prayers." 

A  cessation  of  hostilities  for  a  few  weeks  now  gave 
the  mai-ch-worn  army  of  ^Northern  Virginia  a  needed 
and  grateful  rest.  Kncampeil  on  the  banks  of  the 
Oiiequon,  they  literally  revelled  in  their  repose,  in  the 
beauties  and  delights  of  an  unsurpassed  autumn,  and, 
above  all,  in  the  op|>ortunity  of  refreshing  the  inner 
man,  which  was  afforded  by  the  productive  farms  of 
ihe  valley.  In  the  rich  meadoivs  and  pastures  their 
horses  also  luxuriated  an<l  recruited  strength.  Never 
were  the  sweets  of  rest  and  plenty  more  enjoyed  by 
mun  and  beast.  The  admiration  and  devotion  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  men  had  greatly  intensifie<l  during  this 
Mnluoiis  campaign,  and  at  his  appearance  they  never 
failed  to  yell  forth  cheers,  which  were  echoed  and  re- 
echoed by  the  more  distant  camjis,  as  they  sprang  to 
tbeir  feet,  exclaiming,  "  There  comes  old  Jack  1"  This 
season  of  repose  was  not  s[)ent  by  their  leader  in  inac- 
tion or  idleness.  He  do\'oted  himself  to  reorganizing 
his  shattered  troops — supplying  them  with  shoes  and 
clothing,  and  encouraging  them  in  every  way  that  he 
could  minister  to  boily  and  soul.  With  all  his  efforts, 
Tiiany  of  his  men  were  left  witliout  shoes;  but  such 
ivas  the  magic  of  his  name  that  his  forces  increased 
rapidly  in  numbers  and  efficiency. 


t 
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On  the  lUh  of  October  General  Jackson  received 
from  the  Confetlemte  government  his  last  pn>motion. 
which  was  that  of  lieutenant-general.  October  IStli 
he  wrote  to  his  wife  again  from  Bunker  Hill,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Winchester : 

"I  am  sitting  in  my  tent,  about  twelve  miles  from 
our  'war-home,'  where  you  and  1  spent  such  a  happy 
winter.  The  weather  is  damp,  and  for  the  past  two 
days  has  been  rainy  and  chilly.  Yesterday  wiis  com- 
munion at  Mr.  Graham's  church,  and  he  invited  me  to 
be  present,  but  I  was  iirevcnteti  from  enjoying  that  priv- 
ilege. However,  I  heard  an  excellent  sermon  from  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Stiles.'  His  text  was  Ist  Timothy,  chap.  ii. 
5th  and  6th  verses.  It  was  a  jiowerful  exposition  of 
the  Word  of  God;  a.nd  when  he  came  to  the  word 
'Uim«df'  he  placed  an  emphasis  upon  it,  and  gave  it  a 
force  wliich  I  had  never  felt  bofoi-e,  and  I  realized  that, 
truly,  the  sinner  who  docs  not,  under  Gospel  privi- 
leges, torn  to  Go<i  deserves  the  agonies  of  perdition. 
The  doctor  several  times,  in  appealing  to  the  sinner, 
repeated  the  (5th  verse^'  Who  gave  himadf  a  ransom 
for  all,  to  be  testified  in  due  time.'  What  more  conld 
God  do  than  to  give  hhnadf  a  ransom »  Dr.  Stiles  is 
a  great  revivalist,  anil  is  laboring  in  a  work  of  grace 
in  General  Ewell's  division.  It  is  a  glorions  thing  to 
be  a  minister  of  the  Gos[w)  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
There  is  no  e<}ual  position  in  this  world, 

•  Ucv.  Joseph  C.  Sllles,  D.D.,  wlio  liftd  been  a  pnstor  in  Riul)- 
mond,  from  wliicli  lio  was  called  to  New  York  to  the  Mvrccr  StKct 
Cliurch,  of  wliich  he  wus  tlie  pastor  for  eonie  yciirs.  At  llic  bK&k- 
ing-out  of  the  war  he  went  South,  nnd  cast  in  his  lot  with  Ilia 
own  people, 
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"Colonel  Blanton  Duncan,  of  Kentucky,  has  pre- 
sented nie  with  two  fine  field  or  marine  glasses.  He 
has  apimrenlly  taken  a  special  interest  in  me." 

•'  Octoijer  30th.  Although  I  greatly  desire  to  see 
our  much-prized  Winchester  friends,  it  has  not  been 
my  privilege  to  visit  the  town  since  last  May.  ,  ,  . 
Tjist  night  was  very  cold,  but  my  gootl  friend  Dr. 
Hunter  McGuire  secured  a  camp-stove  for  me,  and  in 
consequenoe,  to-day,  I  am  comparatively  quite  com- 
fortable. Don't  send  me  any  more  socks,  as  the  kind 
ladies  have  given  me  more  than  I  could  probably  wear 
out  in  two  years.  God.  through  kind  friends.  Is  show- 
ering blessings  apon  me,  .  .  ,  Let  tlie  soldiers  have  all 
yoDF  blankets.  [This  order  was  fuUilled,  and  finally 
all  his  carpets  were  sent  to  the  array  as  covering  for 
the  Buffering  soldiers.] 

"Don't  trouble  yourself  about  representations  that 
are  made  of  your  husband.  These  things  are  earthly 
and  transitory.  There  are  real  and  glorious  blessings, 
I  trnst,  in  reserve  for  us  beyond  this  life.  It  is  best 
forua  to  keep  our  eyes  fixed  upon  the  throne  of  God 
Mdthe  realities  of  a  more  glorious  existence  beyond 
tlie  verge  of  time.  It  is  gnitifying  to  be  beloved  and 
to  have  our  conduct  approved  by  our  fellow-men,  but 
this  is  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that 
■s  in  reservation  for  us  in  the  presence  of  our  glorified 
Redeemer.  Let  us  endeavor  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of 
Christ  our  Saviour  in  all  things,  knowing  that  there 
awaits  us  'a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
ofjiiorj.'  I  would  not  relinquish  the  slightest  dimi- 
nntion  of  that  glory  for  all  this  world  can  give. 
My  jirayer  is  that  such  may  ever  be  the  feeling  of 
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my  heart.  It  appears  to  rae  that  it  would  be  better 
for  you  not  to  fiave  anytliiiig  written  about  ine. 
Let  us  follow  the  teaching  of  inspiration  —  'Let  an- 
other man  praise  thee,  anii  not  thine  own  mouth :  a 
stranger,  and  not  thine  own  lips."  I  appreciate  the 
loving  interest  that  prompted  such  a  desire  in  my  pre- 
cious darling.  ,  ,  .  You  have  not  forgotten  mi'  little 
intimation  that  we  might  meet  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  but  I  am  afraid  now  that  your  egjyoso  will  not  be 
able  to  leave  his  command.  However,  all  this  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Most  High,  and  my  prayer  is  that 
He  will  direct  all  for  His  own  glory.  Should  1  be 
prevented  from  going  to  see  my  precious  little  wife, 
and  mother  should  grow  worse,  I  wish  you  to  remain 
with  her.  In  addition  to  the  comfort  it  would  give 
her,  it  ^vould  also  gratify  me  to  know  that  she  was 
comforted  by  your  being  with  her.  She  has  my  pray- 
ers that  it  may  please  our  Heavenly  Father  to  restore 
her  again  to  perfect  health.  Do  not  send  nie  any  more 
handkerchiefs,  socks,  or  gloves,  as  I  trust  I  have  enough 
to  last  until  peace.  You  think  you  can  rememljer  the 
names  of  all  the  latUes  who  make  presents  to  me,  but 
you  haven't  heard  near  all  of  them.  An  old  lady  in 
Tennessee,  of  about  eighty  years,  sent  me  a  pair  of 
socks.  A  few  days  since  a  friend  in  Winchester 
presented  me  with  a  beautiful  bridle  and  martingale 
for  a  general  officer,  according  to  the  Army  Regula- 
tions. Mr.  Porter,  of  Jefferson,  sent  me  a  roll  of  gray 
cloth  for  a  suit  of  clothes,  and  friends  are  continually 
sending  things  to  contribute  to  my  comfort,  I  men- 
tion all  this  merely  to  show  you  how  much  kindness 
has  been  shown  rae,  and  to  give  you  renewed  cause 
for  gratitude.      If  I  only  had  you  with  me  in  my 
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evenings,  it  would  be  such  a  comfort  1  I  hope  it  may 
be.  my  privilege  to  be  in  Winchester  this  winter.  The 
people  are  so  kind,  and  take  a  great  inteivst  in  my 
apmiia,  and  that  gratifies  me.  ...  I  am  in  a  Sibley 
lent,  which  is  of  a  beautiful  conical  shape,  and  I  am 
lore  you  would  enjoy  being  in  it  for  a  while." 

"Kovember  10th.  Colonel  A.  R.  Boteler  telegraphs 
me  from  Richjnond  tliat  arran^ments  are  made  for 

'   Mpplying  my  command   with   blankets.      Yesterday ' 

\  about  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  were  distributed 
n  Wincliester.    There  hiis  been  much  suffering  in  my 

I  command  for  want  of  blankets  and  shoes,  especially 

flhe  latter." 


r 


"Novemtwr  Ilth.  .  .  .  Tell  Colonel  E—  that  I  am 
]glid  to  see  he  has  so  pleasant  a  post  as  Charlotte,  and 
lat  /  would  rather  be  stationed  there  [where  his 
wife  then  was]  than  anywhere  else  in  the  Confederacy, 
Colonel  IJoteler  deserves  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the 
country  for  having  done  so  much  towards  clothing 
par  men."' 


November  17th.  T  am  more  concemetl  again  about 
clothing,  es|>ecially  shoes  and  blankets,  than  I  expect- 
ed to  be,  from  what  I  heard.  Colonel  Boteler  is  doing 
much,  and  has  been  the  means  of  greatly  contributing 
the  comfort  of  our  men.  .  . .  (Jur  gracious  Heavenly 
.tlipr  strikingly  manifests  his  kindness  to  me  by  dis- 
ling  people  to  bestow  presents  upon  me." 

B  then  gives  the  names  of  a  iminber  who  had  thus 
nored  him,  and  closes  by  saying : 
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"  And  SO  God,  my  exceeding  great  joy,  is  continu- 
ally showering  His  blessings  upon  me,  an  unworthy 
creature." 

November  20th  he  wrote  as  follows : 

"Don't  you  wish  you  were  here  in  Winchester? 
Our  headquarters  are  about  one  hundred  yards  from 
Mr.  Graham's,  in  a  large  white  house  back  of  his,  and 
in  full  view  of  our  last  winter's  quarters,  where  my 
esjyosa  used  to  come  up  and  talk  with  me.  Wouldn't 
it  be  nice  for  you  to  be  here  again  ?  but  I  don't  know 
how  long  you  could  remain.  ...  I  hope  to  have  the 
privilege  of  joining  in  pmyer  for  peace  at  the  time  you 
name,  and  trust  that  all  our  Christian  people  will ;  but 
peace  slu^uld  not  be  the  chief  object  of  prayer  in  our 
country.  It  should  aim  more  especially  to  inij)lore 
God's  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  and  make  our  people  a 
holy  peoi)le.  If  we  are  but  Ilis.  all  things  shall  work 
together  for  the  good  of  our  country,  and  no  gomi 
thing  will  He  withhold  from  it." 

'-  Mondav.  If  you  had  been  in  Winchester  when  I 
commenced  this  letter,  you  would  not  be  there  now, 
for  your  husband  is  no  longer  there,  but  his  heart  is 
with  his  little  darling.  Write  to  me  at  Gordonsville, 
as  I  hoj)e  to  be  there  by  Thursday." 


CHAPTER  XIX, 

GUMPSE3  OF  HOME   JOYS.— BIRTH  OF  A  DALT.BTER— IBBl 

It  ivill  now  be  a  relief  to  turn  aside  for  a  season 
IjFrotn  the  horrible  pictures  of  war  which  have  been  so 
I  long  l>efore  us  to  some  more  restful  and  attractire 
■  pages  in  the  history  of  General  Jackson's  life.  In 
[order  to  do  this,  we  will  begin  by  going  back  as  far  as 
Itiie  si)ring  of  18tJ2,  and  glean  some  extracts  from  the 
llettet's  of  Mrs-  Graham,  of  Winchester,  in  whose  hos- 
pttable  home  we  spent  the  first  winter  of  the  war; 
letters  written  to  me  from  time  to  time,  which' will 
show  how  warm  a  friendship  grew  out  of  this  associa- 
tion, and  of  which  ho  was  the  chief  subject. 

The  corres]Jondence  began  soon  after  the  first  evac- 
nation  of  Winchester  by  the  Confederates,  dating  from 
I  the  3d  of  April.  1862. 


"My  dear  Friend, —  .  .  .  The  events  of  the  past  fe\r 
|. weeks  have  been  so  strange,  so  new,  ami  so  dreadful, 
I  that  I  almost  feel  as  if  I  had  entered  upon  a  new  ex- 
Iktence;  and  when  I  sit  arid  l-ecall  the  jjleasant  hours 
I  that  we  passed  together  last  winter,  and  the  dear  gen- 
I  erars  brief  but  happy  visits  to  us,  with  all  that  delight- 
l>'iul  interchange  of  Christian  and  social  intercourse,  it 
l;fleems  like  a  bright  dream.  '  Oh,  could  those  days  but 
xnne  again !'  I  feel  as  though  that  would  be  almost 
r  too  much  happiness.     The  occupation  of  our  town  by 
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the  Federals  came  upon  me  like  a  dreadful  shock.  I 
had  never  permitted  myself  to  believe  for  an  instant 
that  tliey  would  ever  get  here.  I  had  a  firm  convic- 
tion that  reinforcements  were  somewhere  within  reach, 
for,  of  course,  we  knew  that  our  general,  brave  and 
splendid  as  he  is,  could  not  withstand  an  overwhelm- 
ing^ force  with  his  little  band,  but  still  I  believed  some- 
thing' would  turn  up  to  keep  them  away ;  and  when 
he  came  to  tell  us  good-by,  looking  so  sad  (and  I 
know  hefdt  deeply  grieved).  I  felt  stunned,  and  could 
scarcely  trust  myself  to  speak,  lest  I  should  say  some- 
thing to  add  to  his  troubles.  The  agony  of  the  next 
twenty-four  hours,  I  trust,  if  it  is  God's  will,  may  nev- 
er be  experienced  by  me  again.  It  was.  indeed,  a  bit- 
ter thing  to  feel  that  our  own  anny  was  gone,  and 
then  to  see  the  Yankees  in  such  numbers,  the  main 
body  marching  to  the  music  of  their  brass  bands,  but 
some  tearing  across  the  fields,  up  the  alleys,  and  in 
ever}'  direction— 'monarclis  of  all  they  surveyed' — it 
was  too  much  for  me,  and  I  gave  way  completely, 
liut  I  remembered  that  God  reigns,  and  is  ovr-r  ail.' 
and  I  know  this  has  not  come  ujwn  us  by  accident, 
(iod  lias  ordered  and  permitted  it.  and  He  has  been 
better  to  us  than  all  our  fears,  ilis  angel  has  cer- 
tainly encamped  around  our  dwelling,  and  no  harm 
has  happened  to  us.  It  is  really  wonderful  how  we 
have  l)ccn  protected,  while  others  have  suffereii  so 
from  their  depredations,  .  .  .  Our  ladies  ha\"e  a  daily 
prayer-meeting,  which  is  very  delightful,  and  serves 
to  strengthen  our  faith  and  help  us  to  hear  our  trials. 
I  firmly  believe  that  God  will  deliver  us  and  drive  out 
our  enemies.  Their  sojourn  among  us  has  greatly  in- 
creased the  secession  feeling,  and  persons  who  had 
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never  taken  any  part  before  have  become  violent.     In- 
'leeti,  the  old  town  liaa  stood  up  bravely  for  the  South. 
This  country  is  becoming  completely  desolated — the 
farms  being  stripped  of  everything,  the  fences  all  de- 
stroyed, and  the  farmers  not  planting  any  crops.    There 
ia  no  encouragement  for  tliem  to  do  so,  aa  long  as  the 
Yankees  are  here,  for  they  take  possession  of  every- 
Uiing  they  want.      Their  officers  threaten  to  arrest 
I  every  secessionist,  but  we  are  not  intimidated,  and  I 
■  earnestly  hope  our  general  will  come  back  before  they 
I  have  time.     We  do  long  and  watch  for  the  day  when 
I  he  will  return  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  we  will  give 
KllJm  Buch  a  welcome  as  no  man  ever  did  receive  before." 


"August  9th,  1SC2,  .  .  .  Although  our  master  Pope 
snot  allow  us  to  write  to  our  'rebel'  friends,  I 
I  expect  to  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  a  letter 
Ithrongh  the  lines ;  but  as  he  is  certainly  not  our  rtght- 
/W  master,  and  if  I  can  so  cheat  him  as  to  have  a  pleas- 
Sint  chat  with  you,  my  conscience  will  not  be  offended. 
"  hile  you  were  here,  it  became  so  natural  for  me  to  go 
pto  your  room  to  communicate  to  you  everything  that 
P'as  interesting  or  amusing,  that  now,  when  anything 
nnny  hap}>ens  (for  sometimes  we  do  have  occasion 
laugh  even  now),  I  feel  an  intense  desire  to  tell 
yoQ  about  it,  but  have  to  content  myself  with  im- 
■S'nitig  how  we  would  laugh  if  ^ve  only  had  a  chance. 
■  That  threatened  oath  of  allegiance  has  been  so 
long  delayed  that  we  hope  it  may  not  be  carried  out ; 
''"  3"ou  may  depend  the  thought  was  by  no  means 
able  that  my  dear  husband  would  be  picked  up 
;  through  the  lines,  not  knowing  whither  to 
s  feet,  and  I  left  with  four  little  children  with- 
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out  protection  or  support.  However,  I  had  the  calm 
and  dehghtful  attifura-nce  that  our  Father  would  not 
forsake  us,  but  would  muke  all  things  ^vork  toj^ther 
for  our  good.  .  .  .  God  has  certainly  made  use  of  your 
noble  husband  to  do  great  things  for  his  country. 
■Them  that  honor  me,  I  will  honor.'  is  His  own 
promise,  and  lie  has  been  faithful  to  His  word,  I 
think  our  dear  general  more  entirely  forgets  »elf  in 
his  desire  to  glorify  God  than  any  one  I  ever  knew — 
his  humhle,  confiding  trust  in  the  Almighty  gives  me 
more  comfort  and  more  confidence  than  anything  else. 
Ilia  qualities  as  a  splendid  general  all  admit,  but  the 
greatest  of  men  often  fail  in  their  efforts;  so,  far 
above  everything  else  do  I  prize  his  noble.  Christian 
character,  and  I  am  thankful  for  the  privilege  which 
I  enjoyed  in  being  thrown  so  intimately  with  him. 
You  remeniljer  I  told  you  that  I  asked  my  Ueavenlv 
Father,  if  it  was  right  for  us  to  take  boarders,  to  send 
me  those  who  would  be  congenial,  and  lie  certainlv 
more  than  answered  my  prayers.  I  thank  Him  for 
you  both,  my  dear  friend. 

•■  How  wonderfully  God  has  protected  your  dear 
husband!  Ohl  how  I  do  rejoice  with  you  that  'his 
head  has  been  covered  in  the  day  of  battle  !*  May 
God,  in  His  infinite  and  tender  mercy,  spare  him 
from  all  harm,  and  continue  to  make  him  the  instrn- 
ment  of  our  deliverance,  if  it  is  His  will.  Oh  that 
He  may  give  U3  such  victories  as  may  ciimpcl  a  peace 
— an  honorable  peace ! 

"The  general's  little  visit  to  us  was  a  perfect  sun- 
beam. 1  never  saw  Ltm  look  so  fat  and  hearty,  and 
he  was  as  bright  and  happy  as  possible.  He  spent 
two  evenings  with  us ;  the  evening  he  arrived  here 
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'  (wbioli  was  Sunday)  ho  came  apoiind,  and  said  he  did 
oot  think  it  was  wrong  to  come  hmue  on  Sunday. 
This  was  very  gratifying  to  us.  I  don't  remember 
over  ftxperienoing  more  intense  happiness  than  during 
that  visit;  and  when  I  saw  our  dear  general  in  his  oltl 
place  at  the  table.  I  could  have  screamed  with  delight  1 
The  children  were  very  happy  at  seeing  him.  .  .  . 
When  the  Federal  army  last  retreated,  some  of  the 
frightened  fugitives  reportetl  that  the  ladies  of  our 
town  actually  Jirt^  on  them.  Mother  ivas  seen  to 
I  two.'" 

"October  13th.  We  watch  with  jealous  and  anx- 
i  eyes  everything  which  looks  like  a  retrograde 
idency.  1  cannot  help  envying  you  your  quiet 
Ktme,  far  removed  from  the  sight  of  war,  but  I  have 
doubt  you  would  be  even  willing  to  exchange 
■rith  me  if  you  could  have  your  husband  with  you. 
VeW,  so  it  is— 'every  heart  knoweth  its  own  bitter- 
Jtut  I  assure  you,  this  thing  of  being  on  the 
order,  and  subject  at  any  time  to  be  taken  captives 
again,  is  indeed  dreadful;  every  time  they  come  it  is 
worse  than  before.  In  this  last  retreat  they  tried  to 
destroy  everything — burne<l  the  depot  and  warehouses. 
hut  I  think  oup  troops  captured  a  great  deal.  The 
ucplosion  of  their  magazine  was  terrific,  our  house 
laved,  and  the  glass  was  broken  in  almost  every 
Plonse  in  town.  We  poor  Winchester  people  have 
i  hard  time,  don't  we  ? 

"  I  wish  the  general  was  near  enough  for  me  to 
minister  to  his  comfort  in  many  ways,  for  we  do  h>v6 
[  hope  yet  that  we  may  see  him.  I  was  quite 
nused  with  Jim.  who  came  to  see  me  the  other  day. 


1 
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Vou  know  you  <Ikin"t  give  me  a  very  exalted  idea  of 
Jiin's  talent  in  the  culinary  art,  and  I  said  in  rather 
a  commiserating  tone^  'Jim,  does  the  General  get 
anything  lie  wants  to  eat  V  '  Oh  !  yes,  matlain.  / 
cook.  I  fare  very  well,  and  so  ilo  tfir  staff !'  ...  I 
wish  you  could  know  how  your  Lusbnnd  is  regarded 
here,  I  never  siiw  sncli  admiration  as  is  felt  for  hira 
b^'  every  one,  and  his  Christian  character  elicits  the 
greatest  reverence  and  affection.  It  would  have  done 
your  heart  good  to  hear  the  prayers  that  were  offered 
for  him  on  the  day  of  Thanksgiving." 


'■  Notemk'f  21st,  1862. 

"  My  DKAH  Friksd, — I  feel  as  if  I  cannot  sleep  to- 
night (although  it  is  our  bedtime)  without  writing 
a  few  lines  just  to  tell  you  of  a  most  delightful  visit 
we  had  from  your  dear  husband.  He  took  his  head- 
(juarters  in  town  day  before  yesterday,  but  he  was 
too  busy  to  oome  to  see  us.  Sir.  Graham  called  upon 
him  yesterday,  and  he  promised,  if  he  could,  to  spend 
this  evening  with  us ;  but  this  morning  we  witnessed 
the  melancholy  spectacle  of  our  army  moving  off 
again,  and  we  feared  he  would  have  to  hurry  off, 
without  giving  us  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him.  But 
he  did  not  go,  and  he  did  come  here  to  tea,  and  1  tell 
you  ive  had  a  jileasant  time.  It  did  seem  so  much 
like  old  times — those  good  old  times  of  last  winter; 
we  were  all  so  cosy  in  our  dining-room,  and  around 
the  table  we  did  wish  for  you  in  yonr  seat  between 
us.  Indeed,  the  ])resence  of  your  dear  little  self  was 
all  that  was  wanting  to  complete  the  pleasure  of  the 
evening.  He  is  looking  in  such  perfect  health — far 
/utiidmmer  than  I  ever  ;>aw  him^ — and  is  iu  such  fine 
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spirits,  seemed  so  unreserved  and  unrestrained  in  his 
'intercourse  with  ns,  that  we  did  enjoy  him  to  the 
■full.  The  children  begged  to  be  permitted  to  sit  up 
to  see  '  Oeneral  Jaclison,'  and  he  really  seemed  over- 
joyed to  see  them,  played  with  and  fondled  tbem. 
tand  they  were  equally  pleased.  I  have  no  doubt 
'it  was  a  great  i-ecreation  to  him.  lie  seemed  to  be 
'living  over  last  winter  ugain,  and  talked  a  great  deal 
'about  the  ho|>e  of  getting  hack  to  spend  this  winter 
with  us.  in  that  old  room,  which  I  told  him  I  was 
keeping  for  you  and  him.  He  expects  to  leave  to- 
morrow, but  says  he  may  come  back  yet.  This  would 
be  toi>  delightful.  He  certainly  has  had  adulation 
enough  to  spoil  him,  but  it  seems  not  to  affect  or 
liarin  him  at  all.  He  is  the  sjime  humble,  dependent 
'Christian,  desiring  to  give  God  the  glory,  and  looking 
to  Him  alone  for  a  blessing,  and  not  thinking  of  him- 
:BeIf.  This.  I  think,  is  a  wonderful  and  henutiful  trait. 
nnd  one  upon  which  I  delight  to  dwell  in  my  medi- 
tations upon  him.  The  acqnaintance  that  I  have 
■with  him  as  an  humble,  trusting,  and  devoted  follower 
I  Christ  is  a  source  of  tho  greatest  consolation  to 
16  at  all  times.  I  always  feel  assured  that  he  does 
Everything  under  the  guidance  of  our  Heavenly 
Tather,  and  this  is  the  secret  of  his  womlerful  success. 
"  I  fixed  him  a  lunch  for  to-morrow,  and  we  sat  and 
talked  so  cosily,  and  the  evening  was  concluded  by 
ffeowing  before  the  family  altar  again,  and  imploring 
tour  Father's  blessing  upon  you  and  all  of  ns,  what- 
'fiver  may  betide.  Now,  was  not  this  a  charming 
1  evening,  and  don't  you  wish  i/ou  had  been  here!" 

We  now  approach  an  event  in  the  life  of  fleneral 
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Jackson  which  gladdened  his  heart  more  tlian  all 
his  victories,  and  fille<l  it  with  devout  gratitude  to 
the  Giver  of  all  good.  On  the  23d  of  November, 
1862,  God  blest  him  with  a  daughter.  To  a  man  of 
his  extreme  domesticity  and  love  for  children  this 
was  a  crowning  happiness;  and  yet,  with  his  great 
modesty  and  shrinking  from  publicity,  he  requested 
that  he  should  not  receive  the  announcement  by  tele- 
graph, and  when  it  came  to  him  by  letter  he  kept 
the  glad  tidings  all  to  himself— leaving  his  staff  and 
those  around  him  in  c-amp  to  hear  of  it  through  oth- 
ers. This  was  to  him  a  "joy  with  which  a  sti-anger 
could  not  intermeddle,"  and  from  which  his  own 
hand  could  not  lift  the  veil  of  sanctity. 

The  first  intimation  of  his  new  happiness  was  u 
letter  from  his  little  daughter  herself!  The  omaau- 
ensis  was  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Irwin,  at  whose  house  she 
was  born,  In  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and  this  was 
the  letter : 

"  My  own  deak  Father, — As  my  mother's  letter  has 
been  cut  short  by  my  arrival,  I  think  it  but  justice  that 
I  should  continue  it,  I  know  that  you  are  rejoiced  to 
hear  of  my  coming,  and  I  hope  that  Go<I  has  sent  me 
to  radiate  your  patliway  through  life.  I  am  a  very 
tiny  little  thing.  I  weigh  only  eight  and  a  half 
pounds,  and  Auut  Harriet  says  I  am  the  express 
image  of  my  darling  |>apa,  and  so  does  our  kind 
friend,  Jlrs.  Osborne,  antl  this  greatly  delights  my 
mother.  My  aunts  both  say  that  I  am  a  little  beauty. 
My  hair  is  dark  and  long,  my  eyes  are  blue,  my  nose 
straight  just  like  (tapa's.  and  my  complexion  not  all 
red  like  most  young  ladies  of  m)-  age,  but  a.  beaatiful 
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Mentliiig  of  tlie  lily  and  the  rose.      Now,  ail  tbis 
would  sound  very  vain  if  I  were  older,  but  I  assure 
you  I  have  not  a,   particle  of  feminine  vanity,  my 
only  dfsire   in    life   being   to    nestle  in  close  to  my 
mamma,  to  feel  her  soft  caressing  touch,  and  to  drink 
L  in  the  pearly  stream  provided  by  a,  kind  Providence 
I  for  my  support.     My  mother  is  very  comfortable  this 
I  morning.     She  is  anxious  to  hiivo  my  name  decided 
Hpon,  and  hopes  you  will  write  and  give  me  a  name. 
witli  your  blessing.     We  look  for,  my   grandmother 
I  to-morrow,  and  expect  before  long  a  visit  from  my 
I  little  cousin,  Mary  Graham  Avery,  who  is  one  month 
'  wy  senior.     I    was   bom  on  Sunday,  just  after  the 
'  morning  services  at  ciiurch.  but  I  believe*  ray  aunt 
Wrote  you  all  aliout  the  first  day  of  my  life,  and  this 
I  twDg  only  the  second,  my  history  may  be  comprised 
In  a  little  space.     But  my  friends,  who  are  about  ino 
like  guardian  angels,  hope  for  nio  a  long  life  of  hap- 
piness and  holiness  ami  a  futurity  of  endless  bliss. 
"  Your  dear  little  wee  Daughter." 

hese  lovely  little  missives  continued  to  reach  the 
father  until  the  mother  was  able  onco  more  to  resume 
W  pen,  but  only  this  one  was  ever  recovered.  In 
the  meantime,  he  writes  on  the  4th  of  December : 


"  Oh  1  how  thankful  I  am  to  our  kind  Heavenly 

jfather  for  having  spared  my  precious  wife  and  given 

IS  a  little  daughter !    T  cannot  tell  you  how  gratified 

tn,  nor  how  mucli  I  wish  I  could  be  with  you  and 

IT  two  darlings.     But  while  this  pleasure  is  de- 

l  me,  I  am  thankful  it  is  acconled  to  you  to  have 

i  little  pet,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  a  great  ileal  of  com- 
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pany  and  comfort  to  its  mother.  Now  don't  exert,  your- 
self to  write  to  me,  for  to  know  that  yoii  were  taxing 
yourself  to  write  would  give  me  more  pain  ihun  tbo 
letter  would  pleasure,  bo  you  must  not  do  It.  Btit  you 
must  hoe  your  esjutm  In  the  meantime.  ...  I  expect 
you  are  just  made  up  now  with  that  iHibv.  Don't  you 
wish  your  liusbnnd  wouldri't  claim  auy  ]iart  of  it.  but 
let  you  have  the  sole  ownership  i  Don't  you  reganl 
it  as  the  most  precious  little  creature  in  the  world  i 
Do  not  spoil  it,  and  don't  let  anybody  teose  it. 
Don't  permit  it  to  have  a  bad  temper.  How  I  would 
love  to  see  the  darling  little  thing!  Give  her  many 
kisses  for  her  father. 

"At  present  I  am  about  fifty  miles  from  Rich- 
mond, and  one  mile  from  (iuiney's  Station,  on  the 
niilroad  from  Richmond  to  Fredericksbnrg.  Should 
I  remain  hei-e,  1  do  hope  you  and  baby  can  come  to 
see  me  before  sprinj;,  as  you  can  come  on  the  rail- 
road. Wherever  I  go.  fiod  gives  me  kind  friends. 
The  ijeople  here  show  nie  great  kindness.  I  receive 
invitation  after  invitation  to  dine  out,  and  s[)end  the 
night,  and  a  great  many  provisions  are  sent  me.  in- 
cluding nice  cakes,  tea.  loaf-sugar,  etc.,  and  the  socks 
and  gloves  and  handkerchiefs  still  come ! 

•■  I  am  so  thankful  to  onr  ever-kind  Heavenly  Father 
for  having  so  improved  mj'  eyes  as  to  enable  me  to 
write  at  night.  He  continually  showers  blessings 
ujwn  me ;  and  that  ymi  should  have  been  spared, 
and  our  darling  little  daughter  given  us.  fills  my 
heart  with  overflowing  gratitude.  If  I  know  my  iiii- 
worthy  self,  my  desire  is  to  live  nttlnly  nmi  unre- 
wrtvJly  to  O'-yfit  ylnnj.  Pniy.  my  darling,  that  I  may 
9o  live." 
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In  response  to  his  baby-daughter's  first  letter,  he 

closes  by  saying:  "Thank  sister  H very  kindly, 

ami  give  the  buby-daiighter  a  shower  of  kisses  from 
lier  father,  and  tell  her  that  he  loves  her  letter  than 
all  the  baby-boys  in  the  world,  and  more  than  all 
the  other  babies  in  the  ivorld," 

This  was  to  reassure  liis  wife,  who  feared  ho  would 
he  ilisappuinteii  at  not  having  a  boy.     He  desired  a 
son.  believing  that  men  had  a  larger  sphere  uf  useful- 
ness than  women  ;  but  his  own  ■will  was  so  entirely  in 
suhjection  to  that  of  his  Heavenly  Father  that  he 
said  he  preferred  having  a  daughter,  since  Hod  had 
80  ordained  it, 
December  3d  he  wrote  to  his  sister-in-law.  thanking 
I  her  for  her  kindness,  and  saying:  "I  fear  I  am  not 
wteful  enough  for  unnumbered  blessings-   ...    I 
ptnist  Ciod  will  answer  the  prayers  offered  for  jreace 
•n  last  Monday.    Not  mucli  comfort  is  to  be  expected 
pntil  this  cruel  war  terminates.      I  haven't  seen  my 
*ife  since  last  March,  antl,  never  having  seen  my  child, 
hfou  can  imagine  with  what  interest  I  look  to  North 
polina." 

December  10th,  he  writes  to  his  wife :  "  This  niorn- 

iBg  I  receivetl  a  charming  letter  fi-om  my  darling  lit- 

e  daughter,  Julia."     He  had  given  her  the  name  of 

8  mother,  whose  memory  was  so  dear  to  him.    But 

minediately,  as  if  his  heart  trembleti  at  the  very 

thought  of  so  much  happiness,  he  adds :  '■  Do  not  set 

your  affections  upon  her,  except  as  a  gift  from  God. 

^^If  she  absorbs  too  much  of  our  hearts,  OoU  may  re- 

^MKtve  her  from  us." 


I 


OHAPTEK  XX. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  FREDERICESBCRG. 
Trom  these  thoughts  of  home,  it  is  an  abrupt  cfaan^ 
to  the  field  of  war.  ISut  the  two  amiies.  while  enjoy- 
ing a  few  weeks  of  rest,  had  lieen  in  preparation  for  a 
renewal  of  the  great  struggle.  The  battle  of  Sharps- 
burg  (or  Antietam),  followed  as  it  was  hy  the  with- 
drawal of  Lee  across  the  Potomac  into  Virginia,  was 
regarded  in  Washington  as  a  great  victory,  and  there 
was  a  loud  demand  that  McClellan,  flusbetl  with  sac- 
cess  and  strengthened  by  large  reinforcements,  shonkl 
push  his  advantage  to  the  utmost.  Day  after  day 
came  the  order  from  the  War  Department  for  an  im- 
mediate attack,  tilt  at  last,  impatiGRt  of  delay,  he  was 
relieved  from  command,  and  Biirnside  placed  in  his 
stead,  who  promptly  advancetl  to  Freilericksbiirg,  on 
the  RapiKihannock,  Itehind  which  I^e,  following  the 
movement,  proceeded  at  once  to  concentrate  his  whole 
force.  To  support  bim  Jackson  was  ordered  from 
Winchester,  and  he  conreyetl  his  ti-oops  fo  Fredericks- 
burg within  eight  days,  having  given  them  a  i-est  of 
two  days  to  relieve  those  who  were  without  shoes, 
for,  with  all  his  efforts  to  provide  for  their  necessities, 
many  still  remained  barefooted,  to  whom  it  was  bo 
painful  to  march  that  numbers  fell  out  of  the  ranks 
and  had  to  ite  left  behind.  But  by  the  greate-st  exer- 
tions his  command  was  brought  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
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ion,  and  his  last  message  to  me  before  the  battle  v.-as, 
My  headquarters  are  several  miles  from  Fredericks- 
irg,  and  the  cannonading  near  there  has  been  very 
»Ty  this  morning."  By  the  12th  of  December  the 
Federal  crossed  the  Ruppahunnock,  took  |>ossession 
of  Frfdericksburg,  and  prepared  to  sweep  everything 
liefore  ihem. 

Tbe  next  morning  (the  memorable  T,3th),a3  General 
Jackson  rode  forth  to  battle  his  ajipearance  attracted 
^nnusHal  attention,  Ue  had  just  receivtHl  a  present 
a  General  Jeb  Stuart  of  an  elegant  new  imiform. 
Aich  was  in  such  striking  contrast  with  his  old 
it  (of  which  he  had  taken  no  thought,  nor  given 
ylime  to  replace  it  during  his  arduous  Valley  Cam- 
31)  that  his  soldiers  scarcely  recognized  him.  Gal- 
^ng  down  the  lines  with  his  stuff,  he  soon  attracted 
e  attention  of  the  Federal  sharp-shooters;  but  he 
fely  reached  the  summit  of  a  hill,  where  (Jeneral  Lee 
ts  watching  the  progress  of  affairs,  A  Confederate 
iUerynian,  Wm.  Page  Carter,  gives  the  following 
Rphic  picture  of  Jackson  as  he  came  on  the  field : 

''  A  general  officer,  mounted  upon  a  superb  bay  liorse 
and  followed  by  a  single  courier,  rode  up  through  our 
guns.  Looking  neither  to  the  right  nor  the  left,  he  rode 
straight  to  the  front,  halted,  and  seemed  gazing  intently 
oil  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  on  the  old  telegraph  road. 
"  The  outSt  before  nie,  from  top  to  toe,  cap,  coat, 
[ants,  top-boots,  horse  and  furniture,  wei-e  all  of  the 
new  onler  of  things.  But  there  was  something  about 
the  man  that  did  not  look  so  new,  after  all.  He  ap- 
[>eared  to  be  an  old-time  friend  of  all  this  turmoil 
iDund  him.    As  he  had  done  us  the  honor  to  make 
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an  afternoon  call  on  the  artiHery,  I  thought  it  becom- 
ing in  some  one  to  say  something  on  the  occasion. 
No  one  did,  liowever;  so,  although  a  somewliat  bash* 
fill  and  weaii-kneetl  youngster,  I  plucked  up  coarago 
enough  to  venture  the  remarlc  that  those  big  guns 
over  the  river  had  been  knocking  us  about  pretty  con- 
siderably during  the  day.  lie  quickly  turned  his  hea<l, 
and  I  knew  in  an  instant  who  it  was  l^fore  me.  The 
clear-cut,  chiselieil  features;  the  thin,  compresseil, aro 
detennincU  lips;  the  neatly  trimmed  chestnut  beard; 
the  calm,  steadfast  eye,  that  could  fathom  the  tide  <d 
battle  in  a  moment;  the  countenance  to  command 
spect,  and,  in  time  of  war,  to  give  the  soldier  that  coft 
liilence  he  so  much  craves  from  a  superior  officer,  werg 
all  there.  And  there  was  one  I  hail  heard  so  much  oC 
and  had  longetl  so  much  to  see,  whose  battle  front  I 
wa.s  then  to  look  upon  for  the  Jirst  time,  but  not,  how- 
ever, the  last.  As  I  said  before,  he  turnetl  his  bead 
quickly,  and  looking  nie  all  over  in  about  two  seconds 
he  rode  up  the  line  and  away  quietly  and  as  silentlj 
OS  he  came,  his  Utile  courier  hard  upon  his  heels ;  aa< 
this  was  ray  first  sigLit  of  Stonewall  Jackson." 

Dr.  Dabney  describes  the  array  of  armies  on  tho 

morning  of  the  battle : 

•■  It  was  now  past  nine  o'clock,  and  the  sun,  monni 
ing  up  the  eastern  sky  with  aUuost  a  summer  power; 
was  rapidly  exhaling  the  mist.  As  the  white  foW( 
dissolved  an<l  rolled  away,  disclosing  the  tvhole  plain 
to  view,  such  a  s[)ectacle  met  the  eyes  of  the  generals 
as  the  iwmps  of  earth  can  seldom  rival.  Marshalled  J 
upon  the  vast  arena  between  them  stooi^  the  liuuUreJJt 
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tad  twenty-five  thousand  foes,  with  countless  batteries 
>f  field-gUDs  blackening  tin;  ground.    Long  triple  lines 
uE  infantry  crossed  the  field  from  right  to  left,  and 
liid  their  western  extreme  in  the  streets  of  the  little 
fi'ty:  while  down  the  valleys,  descending  from  the 
Stafford  Heights  to  the  bridges,  were  pouring  in  vast 
avalanches  of  men,  the  huge  reserves.     For  once,  war 
Unmasked  its  terrible  pro|H)rtion8  to  the  view  with  a 
'distinctness  hitherto  unknown  in  the  forest-clad  land- 
soaj)es  of  America;  and  the  plain  of  Fredericksburg 
l>»esented  a  panorama  that  was  dreadfnl  in  its  gran- 
<leur.  .  ,  .  Lee  stood  upon  his  chosen  hill  of  observa- 
tion, inspiring  every  spectator  by  his  calm  heroism, 
■*vith  his  two  great  lieutenants  beside  him,  and  re- 
^"ieweii  every  quarter  of  the  field  with  his  glass.     It 
■w-as  then  that  L<jngstreet,  to  whose  sturdy  breast  the 
approach  of  battle  seemed  to  bring  gayety,  said  to 
Jackson :  '  General,  do  not  alt  these  multitudes  fright- 
en you  i'    Ho  replied:  'We  shall  see  very  soon  whether 
I  sliall  not  frighten  them," " 


Tlje  generals  soon  sought  their  respective  positions, 
and  the  battle  opened  with  a  furious  cannonade  —  two 
hflmired  guns  thundering  from  the  heights  occupied 
"!•'  the  enemy — and  the  opixtsite  hills  returning  the 
fire  with  all  the  skill  and  power  of  which  an  inferior 
force  was  capable.  A  vivid  description  of  the  conflict 
"self  is  furnished  by  a  young  Confederate  officer : 

"The  whole  battle-Held  was  the  most  dramatic  and 
'Wposing  tableau  I  ever  witnessed.  .  .  .  The  low  grounds 
**f  the  Rappahannock  below  Fredericksburg  spread 
Ulto  a  plain  of  some  miles  in  width,  bounded  by  a 
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range  of  low  wooded  hills,  which  terminate  on  the 
lower  side  in  the  Massaponax  low  grounds,  and  on  the 
upper  in  a  series  of  rather  high  and  abrupt  bluffs  next 
to  the  river  and  alK>ve  the  town.  Atone  point  in  this 
line  of  hills  a  wooded  marsh  projects  far  into  the  plain. 
"  Imagine  now  this  long  line  of  wooded  hills  jwopled 
with  men— every  little  promontory  bristling  with  ar- 
tillery, the  whole  line  of  railway  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills  and  every  hedge-row  and  ditch  gleaming  with- 
bayonets,  and  you  have  what  must  have  been  the' 
impression  of  the  Yankees  of  our  position.  Again,' 
stand  with  me  npon  one  of  the  same  little  promon- 
tories and  look  out  tijwn  their  lines,  and  see  what 
we  saw.  Far  upon  the  left  the  smoke  from  the 
smouldering  ruins  of  the  town,  and  Longstreet's  camp- 
fires  seera  to  blend  together;  while  in  front,  and  a!-' 
most  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  to  the  right  and  left, 
you  see  the  blue-coated  Federal  lines  extended,  well- 
armetl,  well-efjuipped,  and  seemingly  assureil  of  sntv* 
cess.  Behind  them  the  hills  aeem  crowded  with  artil-> 
lery,  which  can  hurl  their  missiles  to  the  very  foot  of 
the  hills  upon  which  we  stand.  The  word  is  given  to 
advance.  How  gallantly  they  come  on  1  Not  a  sound' 
is  heard  from  onr  side  except  the  sharp  crack  of  our' 
skirmishers  as  they  fall  back  slowly  before  the  over- 
whelming advance.  The  air  seems  alive  with  the 
whisthng  of  shot  and  shell  which  the  enemy  send  as 
precursors  to  their  infantry  charge.  Suddenly  a  bat- 
tery of  thirty  guns,  from  just  where  we  are  staml- 
ing,  opens  upon  the  column  of  attack.  They  falter,' 
and  reel,  and  stagger;  they  rally,  and  brtsik,  and  raU' 
lya^in;  but  in  vain:  flesh  and  blood  cannot  stand 
it  J  they  retire  routed  and  confused.    At  that  moment 
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an  officer  gtillops  wildly  «p  to  General  Jackson,  ami 
excltiiiDS,  in  almost  breathless  haste :  '  General,  the  en- 
einy  have  broken  tlirough  Archer's  left,  and  General 
liregg  says  lie  must  have  help,  or  he  and  General 
Archer  will  both  lose  their  position.'  The  general 
laniftd  round  as  quietly  as  if  nothing  extraordinary 
had  happened,  and  ordered  up  Early's  division  to  sup- 
port tlie  centre.  Yet  every  one  said  afterwards  that 
lliig  was  the  turning-jK>int  of  the  da^'.  In  about  an 
hour  the  footing  which  the  enemy  had  gained  in  the 
wood  was  recovered  by  Trimble  and  Thomas,  and  they 
wete  pursued  far  into  the  plain.  This  was  all  I  saw  of 
the  fight." 

Longstreet's  troops  were  equally  successful  in  repell- 
ing their  opponents,  and  when  the  day  closed  the  vie- 
lory  was  complete. 

Daring  the  battle,  while  there  was  a  lull  in  the 
fiercest  hoBtilitios.  General  Jackson,  desiring  to  in9|)ect 
tlie  positions  of  the  enemy,  rode  to  his  extreme  right, 
iljsrnouiited,  and,  accompanied  only  by  his  aide,  Mr. 
.Smith,  walked  far  out  into  the  plain.  They  were  soon 
singled  out  by  a  sharp-shooter,  who  sent  a  bullet  whiz- 
zing between  tiieir  heads,  which  were  not  more  than 
[wo  paces  apart.  The  general  turned  to  his  companion 
with  a  humorous  smile,  and  said:  "Mr,  Smith,  had 
you  not  better  go  to  the  rear'i  They  may  shoot  you !" 
At  the  close  of  tJiis  memorable  day.  General  Jack- 
son went  to  his  tent,  and  there  found  Colonel  Boteler, 
who  WHS  his  right-hand  man  in  carrying  despatches 
to  the  government,  and  in  co-operating  with  him  in 
every  way.  The  colonel  was  invited  to  share  his  pallet 
vrilh.  him.  but  he  sat  up  himself  some  time  longer,  \vrit- 
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ing  and  sending  despatches.  Weariness  at  last  com- 
pelled him  to  throiv  himself  down  without  undressing, 
and,  after  sleeping  profoundly  for  two  or  three  bourai, 
he  rose,  liglited  his  candle,  and  continued  his  writing. 
In  glancing  aromid,  he  noticed  tliat  tho  light  of  his 
candle  shone  full  in  the  face  of  his  friend,  whom  he 
supposed  to  bo  still  sleeping,  and  with  the  quick 
t  hough tfulness  of  a  woman  ho  placed  a  book  upon 
bis  table  in  front  of  the  candle,  so  ns  to  shield  his  face 
from  the  light  and  not  interrupt  his  slumber. 

General  Jackson  was  much  concerned  at  hearing  of 
the  mortal  wounding  of  General  Gregg,  of  iiouth  Car- 
olina, on  the  previous  day.  About  four  o'clock  oa 
this  morning  be  sent  for  Dr.  McGuire  to  k>arn  bis 
condition,  which  he  was  told  was  beyond  ho]M\  The 
surgeon  ivas  retiuested  to  go  again  and  see  that  the 
dying  man  had  everything  lie  could  desire,  but  by 
the  time  be  reached  his  bedside  footste|js  were  beard 
behind  him,  and  Jackson  ap|>eare<l  in  the  doorway, 
having  been  impelled  by  Ids  feelings  to  follow  hi 
self,  and  take  a  farewell  of  his  brave  and  heroic  sub- 
ordinate. The  brief  interview  was  tender  and  touch- 
ing, and  sad  and  silent  the  couimander  rode  back  with 
Dr.  McGuire  to  his  tent. 

When  he  oitlered  his  servant.  Jim,  to  bring  bis 
"  Little  Sorrel"  for  him  to  ride  on  this  occasion,  Jim 
protest*'*!  against  bis  using  this  horse,  which  he  had 
"Hdden  during  the  whole  of  the  battle  of  the  pra- 
vious  day,  and  an  amusing  war  of  words  passed  be- 
tween them:  but  Jim  had  it  in  his  jxjwer  to  gain 
the  victory,  and  brought  out  another  horse,  which  tha 
genera]  mounUxl,  and  rode  ofF,  attended  by  a  singla 
aide. 


nPRKSlDE   RETREATS  ACROSS  THE   RIVER  3S5 

Tlie  Confederate  generals  expected  a  [■ene\val  of 
boslilities  the  next  day,  and  their  army  was  eager  for 
anotiier  attack,  liut  the  Federals  failed  to  advance. 
On  Monday,  the  l.jtb,  a  ling  of  truce  was  sent  by  the 
eitemy.  requesting  jwrmission  to  care  for  tiieir  ivound- 
ed.  who  ha*l  l>een  left  njx)n  the  frozen  ground  ever 
since  the  day  of  battle.  Then  nnder  the  cover  of 
ni^t,  and  while  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  was  raging, 
they  crossefl  their  whole  force  over  the  river,  con- 
ducting their  retreat  so  silently  that  it  was  wholly 
concealed  from  the  Confederates.  They  marched  in 
snch  silence  through  the  streets  of  Fredericksburg 

Itbat  the  people  generally  (who  had  been  shut  up  in 
tJioir  homes)  did  not  know  that  the  vast  hordes  were 
Tearing  out  of  their  town.  When  a  few,  hearing  the 
>*nntinaous  tramp  of  men  and  horses,  looked  out  with 
tendles  in  hand,  they  were  startled  at  finding  the 
'•t^els  packed  with  multitudes  with  faces  turned 
"onhward,  and  they  were  commanded  in  peremptory 
**'lji8per8 :  '•  Put  out  that  light  1  put  out  that  light  I" 
—-while  some  of  the  officers  even  rushed  up  to  them, 
'dew  out  their  lights,  and  thrust  them  back  into  the 
"'Ouses.  When  the  dreary  morning  dawned,  the  Con- 
federates were  surprised  to  find  that  the  mighty  host 
Which  had  confronted  them  for  three  days  had  disa])- 
lieared  from  before  Frctlerioksburg,  and  were  once 
Hiore  in  their  camp  on  tJie  other  side  of  the  river. 
Tliey  admitted  a  loss  of  twelve  thousand  men  killed 
ftnd  wounde<l,  nine  thousand  small-arms,  and  about  ii 
thousand  prisoners.  In  repelling  the  attacks  of  their 
vast  army,  General  Lee  ha<i  less  tlian  twenty-live 
thousand  men  actnally  eugaged.  and  had  lost  but  four 
thousand  two  hundred.     Of  these  twenty-nine  bun- 
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dred  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  corps  of  Jack- 
son ;  and  there  were,  in  tuldition,  five  hundred  and 
twenty -six  olticers  and  men  captured.  This  great 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  ended  the  campaign  of  ISH2, 
which  to  the  Confederates  was  the  most  brilliant  and 
successful  of  the  war. 

December  16th  Ueneral  Jackson  wrote  to  his  wife: 

"  Yesterday,  I  regret  to  say,  I  did  not  send  you  a 
letter.  I  wa.s  on  the  front  from  before  dawn  until 
after  sunset.  The  enemy,  through  Go<i"8  blessing, 
was  repulseil  at  all  points  on  Saturday,  and  I  tmsC 
that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  continue  to  bless  us. 
We  have  renewed  reason  for  gratitude  to  Ilira  for 
my  preservation  during  the  last  engagement.  We 
have  to  mourn  the  deaths  of  Generals  Maxey  Gregg 
and  Thomas  K.  R.  Cobb.  The  enemy  has  recrossed  to 
tiie  north  side  of  the  liippahaunock.  ...  I  was  mode 
very  happy  at  hearing  through  my  t»aby  daughter's 
last  letter  that  she  ha^i  entirely  recovered,  and  that 
siie  '  no  longer  saw  the  doctor's  gray  whiskei-s.'  1  was 
much  gratified  to  learn  that  she  was  l>eginning  to 
notice  and  smile  when  caressed.  I  tell  you,  I  would 
love  to  caress  her  and  see  her  smile.  Kiss  the  little 
darling  for  her  father  ami  give  my  grateful  love  to 
sister  H- — -." 

'■  December  18th.  Our  headfjuarters  are  now  about 
twelve  miles  below  Frederieksburg.  near  the*  house  of 
Mr.  liiohard  Corbin,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful buildings  I  have  seen  in  this  country.  It  is  said  to 
have  cost  sixty  thousand  dollars.    Night  before  last 
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I  was  about  to  spent!  the  niglit  in  the  woods,  but  went 

to  ask  if  we  could  ])rociire  our  supper  at  the  house. 

Mr.  Corbin  was  absent,  serving  as  a  private  in  ihe 

Virginia  cavalry,  but  Mrs.  Corbin  bountifully  supplied 

tts,  and  requested  me  to  siwnd  the  niglit  at  her  house, 

which  invitation  was  thiinkfully  accepted,  and  I  hail  a 

delightful  night's  rest.     The  next  morning  she  urged 

me  to  remain,  and  offered  nie  a  neiit  building  in  the 

yard  for  my  office,  but  I  declined,  and  am  now  abont 

five  hundred  yards  from  the  house,  encamped  in  the  ' 

L  woods.     She  told  me  that   if  at  any  time  I  needed 

Ijiouse  room,  she  could  let  me  have  it.     [He  afterwards 

■{noved  into  the  office  in  the  yartl,  and  spent  most  of 

(tho  time  he  was  in  winter-quarters  there.] 

"Baby's  letter  are  read  with  great  interest,  and  it 

les  her  father's  heart  gi-eat  good  to  read  them.  .  .  . 

[  have  much  work  before  me,  and  to-day  I  expect 

>  commence  in  earnest.     The  reports  of  the  Imttles 

of  McDowell,  Winchester.  Port  Republic,  Kichmond, 

Manassas,  the  Maryland  campaign,  Harjwr's  Fen-y, 

and  Fredericksburg  have  all  yet  to  be  written.     But 

I  fomething  has  bi^en  ilone  towards  several  of  them  by 

BV  staff." 


■'Christmas,  lSfi2.  Yesterday  1  received  the  baby's 
Bletter  with  its  beautiful  lock  of  hair.  How  I  do  want 
Ito  see  that  precious  baby !  and  I  do  earnestly  pray  for 
Oh  that  our  country  was  such  a  Cliristian. 
f God-fearing  people  as  it  should  be!  Then  might  wo 
Itery  speedily  look  for  peace.  Last  evening  I  rtjcoived 
R letter  from  Dr.  Uabney,  saying:  'One  of  the  liigh- 
Best  gratiHcations  both  Mrs.  Dabney  and  1  could  enjoy 
Would  be  another  visit  from  Mrs.  Jackson  when  her 
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health  is  reestablished,*  and  he  invites  me  to  meet  you 
there.  Ho  and  Mrs.  Dabney  are  very  kind,  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  it  is  l>etter  for  me  to  remain  with 
my  command  so  long  as  the  war  continues,  if  onr 
gi-acious  Heavenly  Father  permits.  The  army  suffers 
immensely  by  absentees.  If  all  our  troops,  officers 
and  men,  were  at  their  posts,  we  might,  through  God's 
blessing,  exi)eot  a  moi-e  speedy  termination  of  the  war. 
The  temporal  affaii's  of  some  are  sn  deranged  as  to 
make  a  strong  plea  for  their  returning  home  for  a 
short  time;  but  our  (jod  has  greatly  blessed  me  and 
mine  during  my  absence;  and  whilst  it  would  be  n 
great  comfort  to  see  you  and  our  darling  little  daugh- 
ter, and  others  in  whom  I  take  special  interest,  yet 
duty  apjiears  to  require  me  to  remain  with  my  com- 
mand. It  is  im|>ortant  that  those  at  headqnartei-s  set 
an  example  by  remaining  at  the  post  of  rluty. 

''  Dr.  Dabney  writes :  '  Our  little  prayer-meeting  is 
still  meeting  daily  to  pray  for  our  army  and  leaders.' 
This  prayermeeting  may  be  the  means  of  accomplish- 
ing more  than  an  army.  I  wish  that  such  existed 
everywhere.  How  it  does  cheer  my  heart  to  hear  of 
(iod's  people  praying  for  our  cause  and  for  me!  I 
greatly  prize  the  pniywrs  of  the  pious," 

"  IKveniber  fiitth.  VesteMlny  I  had  ihe  privile^ 
of  attending  divine  ser\"ice  in  »  church  nwir  General 
Hill's  hcihltpiHrterrs.  and  enjoyed  the  services  very 
much.  Dr.  White  saii-s  in  a  recent  letter  that  our 
pew  at  home  has  beon  constantly  occupied  by  Wheel- 
ing r^agees.  I  am  gnitiBed  to  hear  it.  He  aJso 
adtls, "  liow  we  would  wjoice  to  see  yoo  and  nor  dear 
friend.  Mrs.  Jack^^n.  again  in  that  pew.  and  in  the 


lecture-room  at  prayer -meetings  I  We  still  meet  ev- 
ery Wednesday  afternoon  to  pray  for  oar  army,  and 
especially  for  our  general.'  May  every  nealfiil  bless- 
ing rest  upon  you  and  our  darling  child  is  tlie  earnest 
prayer  of  your  devoted  husband."' 

The  next  two  letters  were  written  to  a  yoiing  rela- 
tive, a  nephew  of  Ids  mother  from  West  Virginiii, 
ho  applied  to  him  for  a  position  in  the  army : 

..."  In  reply  to  your  intention  of  going  into  ser- 
vice, [  am  gratified  at  your  deteruiiiiation,  and  would 
recommend  you  to  enter  the  army  under  (ieneral  John 
£chols,  as  it  is  operating  in  the  western  part  of  the 
Btate,  to  which  climate  you  are  accustomed.  I  would 
like  to  have  you  with  me  if  I  had  ^  place  to  which  I 
luld  properly  assign  you ;  but  you  had  better  join 
Genenil  Echols  at  once,  and  by  your  attention  to 
lUty  t  hope  you  will,  through  the  blessing  of  God, 
render  valuable  service  to  our  precious  cause." 

In  a.  second  letter  of  April  2d,  lSt!3.  he  saj's : 

'*  I  am  much  gratified  to  hear  that  you  followed  my 
suggestion,  and  trust  you  will  liave  no  reason  to  regret 
We  should  always  ba  usefully  employed,  and  if 
we  are  faithful  in  doing  our  duty  in  one  position,  it 
iJlreqaently  follows  that  we  are  advanced  to  a  higher 
In  regard  to  your  question  whether  our  section 
t>t  the  State  will  get  i-elief  this  summer,  1  am  unable 
lo  say.  My  command  is  not  a  separate  one.  I  a^u 
under  General  Lee,  and  my  ourps  forms  a  part  of  his 
^Wniy.    I  hope  the  Northwest  will  soon  be  reclaimed, 
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but  I  do  not  know  what  tiie  government  Asngvs  re- 
epecting  it  this  summer. 

"  I  have  a  little  (laughter,  and  have  named  her 
Julia  after  my  mother.  I  don't  suppose  you  have 
any  recollection  of  mother,  as  she  has  been  dead  near- 
ly thirty  years.  In  the  summer  of  1855  I  visited  her 
grave  in  Fayette  County.  My  wife  and  child  are 
with  lier  father  in  North  Carolina. 

"I  hope  you  are  a  Christian.  There  is  no  happi- 
ness hke  that  experienced  by  a  child  of  God.  You 
have  an  interest  in  my  prayers," 

The  foUoiving  incidents  are  from  the  pen  of  the 
Rev,  James  P.  Smith.  D.D.,  of  Fretlerieksburg,  who 
was  a  member  of  General  Jackson*s  staff: 

"When  I  was  a  private  soldier,  a  member  of  the 
Rockbridge  Artillery.  I  went  to  headquarters  with  a 
written  application  for  leave  of  absence  for  one  night 
to  visit  a  sick  relative  in  a  distant  camp.  The  general 
kindly  recognized  me.  shook  hands,  and  when  I  pre- 
sentefl  the  application  he  i-ead  and  returned  it,  saying. 
•  I  can't  approve  your  leave  of  aljsence,  Mr.  Smith,'  I 
was  greatly  disappointeti,  and  felt  somewhat  hurt  at 
what  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  harsh  and  arbitrary  decision ; 
but  Mi-s.  Jackson  afterwards  told  me  that  he  wrote  In 
her  that  lie  regretted  that  the  regulation  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  grant  the  leave.  [Mr.  Smith  was  a  friend 
of  his  wife.]  While  I  was  still  in  the  artillery,  in  the 
early  spring  of  1S«3,  and  encamped  at  Rude's  Hill,  the 
general  cjime  to  our  camp  one  day  in  my  absence,  and 
created  a  great  stir  by  asking  for  C'oqHjral  Smith.  Great 
expectations  were  aroused  that  Corporal  Smith  was  to 
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B  appointed  to  some  office  or  special  duty,  but  on  my 
\  it  WHS  found  lie  bad  calletl  to  leave  me  apavh- 
I  of  reliffioiis  tracts  for  distrihutiou  in  the  camj> ! 
"  At  Frederick  City,  Maryland,  I  received  a  message 
)  call  at  General  Jackson's   lieadquarters,  when  he 
ksked  me  to  accept  the  ))osition  of  aide-de-camp  on 
J  staff.    It  was  a  great  surprise  to  me,  and  at  iirst 
nbaiTassed  rae.     lie  spoke  kindly  of  his  desire  to 
lave  me  witli  him,  and  of  the  time  it  would  take  me 
prepare   for  his   service  [in   getting   a   uniform]. 
Baying,  ■  /  have  hut  one  suit  myself,  sir.'     lie  gave  me 
leave  of  absence  from  the  army  for  six  days  to  go 
back  to  Virginia  to  secure  clothing,  etc..  saying, '  I  need 
lyour  services  aS  soon  as  possible.'     lie  was  exceeding- 
By  gracious  and  plejisant  in  manner  and  wont  to  rae. 
"  One  evening,  when  our  headquarters  were  at  Miin- 
I,  Clarke  County,  Virginia,  the  young  men  Iwcamc 
Rbonvinced  that  the  general  and  his  army  would  pass 
(Ver  the  mountain  gap  near  by  to  Eastern  Virginia,    I 
was  exceedingly  anxious  to  visit  "Winchester  before  we 
Went  east,  and  went  to  Iiis  tent,  saying,  '  General,  as 
pre  are  going  across  the  mountains  to-morruw.  I  wish 
D  go  to  Winchester  early  in  the  morning,'     He  smiled 
1  ga peculiar  way  and  said,  'Are  you  going  over  the 
Uountains  to-morrow!     Tlien,  certainly,  Mr.  8mith 
fou  can  go  to  Winchester;  bnt  don't  teU  any  one  that 
fWe  are  going  over  the  mountains,'  and  he  laughed  at 
my  expense.    I  went  to  Winchester  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and,  after  an  hour  or  so,  was  returning  on  the 
Milnwood  road,  when,  at  a  turn  of  the  road,  I  sudiien- 
^My  met  General  Jackson  and  staff.      He  laughed  as  1 
^■rode  up,  saying,  •  Are  you  going  over  the  mountains. 
^Bfr.  Smith  V    And  1  found  that,  instead  of  going  over 
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the  mountains,  he  was  moviug  )iis  headquarters  U 
Wincbester,  appnrentlj  for  the  winter. 

'*Tlie  general  and  myself  rodo  iviih  orderlies  fron 
Orange  Court-House  down  the  p!ank-road  in  Decytn 
ber,  1862,  dining  at  the  Kev.  Melzi  Chancellor's.  Deai 
the  Wilderness  church,  turning  to  the  right  at  Sales 
chui'ch,  where  we  saw  many  refugees  from  Frederickfl 
burg  in  the  falling  snow.  AVe  passed  Mrs.  FrencU'i 
place,  and  found  (General  Lee's  headquarters  afla 
dark,  on  the  main  road,  t)ie  tent  pitched  in  the  pirn 
woods.  General  I-ee's  reception  was  exceedingly  kini 
and  hoapitaUe,  After  a  little  while  Genoral  Jacksoi 
took  me  out,  and  told  me  to  ride  to  a  house  near  b] 
and  ask  for  lodging  during  the  night.  The  host  wa 
a  vehement  old  gentleman,  who  at  first  refu6e<l  sharp 
ly  to  hear  me.  Imt  when  I  succeeded  in  making  bin 
understand  that  Gener.il  Jackson  wanted  entertaio 
meat,  he  was  greatly  aroused,  threw  open  his  doo| 
and  told  me  to  tell  General  Jackson  to  come  at  onoi 
to  his  house — that  all  he  had  was  the  general's,  1I( 
entei'taine<l  ua  with  great  hospitality  and  quite  com 
fortably.  The  next  night  our  tents  were  near  the  resi 
deuce  of  Mi's.  French,  by  whose  invitation  the  genera 
and  two  or  thi-ee  of  our  young  men  took  tea  with  hei 
It  was  a  charming  and  memorable  Sunday  evening 
The  house  was  warm  and  bright,  and  the  society  mos 
agreeable,  after  a  long  campaign  and  hanl  marching 
The  tea-taljle  was  more  than  attractive.  I  rerneinba] 
the  general  as  seated  on  a  sofa,  between  Mrs.  Frenci 
and  old  Miss  Hetty  Lily,  and  that,  at  Mrs,  French^ 
request,  he  took  the  family  Bible  and  conducted  fain 
ily  worship,  after  which  we  took  leave,  and  wen 
through  the  snow  to  our  cheerless  tents. 
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^^  fecta 


"The  general  suggested  to  me  to  prepare  forsi  dinner 
on  Christiuiia  I-)a.y.  lie  wished  to  invite  General  Lee 
flnil  otliei;s  tu  dlae  with  biui.  I  had  the  good  fortune 
losecure  a  line  turkey ;  a  bucket  of  oysters  came  from 
ilovvn  the  river;  a  box  was  received  by  the  general 
from  some  Staunton  ladies,  containing  a  variety  of 
good  things;  and  our  dinner  was  quite  well  act  forth. 
(Jenerals  Lee,  Stuart,  Pendleton,  and  others  were 
guests.  Geuer.ll  Lee  rallie<l  us  very  much  on  our  af- 
fectation—a  dining-room  servant  with  a  wliite  apron 
specially  amused  him.  lie  often  laughed  at  us  for 
lying  soldiers,'  and  said  we  lived  too  well, 
(ieneral  Jackson  always  enjoyed  the  visits  of  Gen- 
■ral  Stuart,  whose  gayety  and  humor  charmed  him, 
iind  no  one  thought  of  being  so  familiar  with  our  gen- 
enU  as  Stuart.  On  this  occasion  he  made  himself  very 
merry  at  finding  Jackson  in  the  ofllce  of  old  Mr.  Cor- 
l)in,  whose  walls  were  decorated  with  pictures  of 
nice-horses,  fine  stock,  game-cocks,  and  a  /amouf  rut- 
tn'rierl  To  tlie  great  amusement  of  Jackson  and  his 
^ests,  Stuart  pretendcil  lo  regard  these  as  (ieneral 
;k8on'a  own  sd^ctions,  and  as  Indications  of  \\\a  pri- 
tmtes — iufHoatiit^  a  yreat  decline  in  hie  moral 
vr,  which  would  lie  a  grief  and  disapituintment 
to  the  pious  old  ladies  of  the  South.  To  aihl  to  the 
mon-iment.  General  Jackson  had  received  among  his 
presents  a  cake  of  butter,  with  a  giUlant  chanticleer 
))tiim|>ed  u|>ou  it.  and  this  adorned  tlje  table.  General 
Stuarl.  hekl  it  up  in  his  hnnils,  and  called  the  company 
itness  that  their  host  actually  carrieil  liis  sport- 
tAstes  so  far  that  he  had  his  favorite  game-cock 
ped  on  his  butter,  as  though  it  were  a  coat-of- 
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"  During  the  winter  spent  at  Moss  Neck,  General 
Jackson  took  me  with  him  to  General  Lee's  head- 
quarters on  one  occasion  when  a  deep  snow  was  fail- 
ing. General  Lee  said  he  regretted  that  General 
Jackson  should  come  out  such  a  day,  whereupon  the 
latter,  smiling  pleasantly,  said;  'I  received  your  note, 
sir,  saying  you  wished  to  see  rae.' 

"I  remember  a  pleasant  visit  to  HayfieUl,  the  resi- 
dence of  a  Mr.  Taj'lor.  Generals  Lee,  Stuart,  Pendle- 
ton, and  Jackson  were  present,  with  Pelham  and  oilier 
staff-ofllicers.  General  Lee  was  very  facetious,  and  de- 
scribed these  general  officers  to  old  Mrs.  Taylor  with 
much  good  humor.  He  told  her  that '  General  Jack- 
sou,  who  was  smiling  so  pleasantly  near  her,  was  the 
most  cruel  and  inhuman  man  she  had  ever  seen,'  She 
demurred,  saying  she  had  always  heard  that  General 
Jackson  was  'fl  good,  Chrhlian  man.'  General  Lee 
said,  '  Why,  when  we  had  the  battle  up  at  Fredericks- 
burg, do  you  know,  Mrs.  Taylor,  it  was  as  much  as  we 
could  do  to  prevent  him  from  taking  his  men,  with 
bayonets  on  their  guns,  and  driving  the  enemy  into 
the  river?'  Mrs.  Taylor  began  to  see  his  huraor,  and 
said :  '  Well,  General  Lee,  if  the  Yankees  ever  cross 
here,  at  our  place,  I  hope  you  won't  prevent  him  from 
driving  them  into  the  river.'" 

In  these  pleasant  winter-quarters  at  Moss  Neck,  the  J 
residence  of  Mr.  Corbin,  General  Jackson  remained  \ 
until  spring. 


r-1 

CHAPTER  XSI. 

iriSTEBQCARTERS,  CHAPLAINS,  AND   CORRESPIJNDEXCE— 
]sa3, 

Aftkr  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  there  was  no 
other  advance  of  the  enemy  during  the  winter;  and 
(Jeneral  Jackson  spent  a  peaceful,  but  very  industrious, 
ivinter  at  Moss  Neck.     The  winter-quarters  of  his 

^ troops  extende«l  from  near  Guiney's  Station  towards 
Port  Royal!  and  after  providing  them  with  shelter, 
Iphich  consisted  of  huts  built  by  themselves,  he  de- 
voted himself  to  writing  his  reports,  and  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  his  troops,  both  teni]>oral  and  spiritual. 
Particularly  did  he  bend  his  energies  towards  disci- 
phning  and  strengthening  his  command.     The  almost  J 

sajwrhuman  exertions  in  marching  and  fighting  had  I 

caused  many  soldiers  to  absent  themselves  from  the  \ 

army  without  leave,  and  this  was  an  evil  for  which  he 
hsui  no  toleration,  and  which  he  raatle  the  most  stren- 
uous efforts  to  correct.  He  was  also  greatly  interested 
this  %vinter  in  providing  his  army  with  chaplains,  and 
in  trying  to  infuse  more  Keal  into  those  who  were  al- 
read}'  in  this  service.  He  encouraged  all  denomina- 
tions to  labor  in  his  command,  co-operating  with  each 
in  every  way  in  his  power.  All  he  wished  to  know  of 
ii  man  was  that  he  was  a  true  Christian  and  an  earnest 
worker  in  the  cause  of  his  Master.  Roman  Catholics 
were  granted  the  same  facilities  as  Protestants  for 
tolding  thfiir  services.      On  one  occasion  a  priest  ap- 
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plied  to  him  for  a  tent  in  which  to  conduct  worship  with 
soldiers  of  his  own  faith,  and  Jackson,  after  satisfying 
himself  by  inquiry  that  he  was  a  man  of  exemplary 
character,  granted  his  request,  and,  with  a  decision 
that  restrained  all  adverse  expressions  against  it,  he 
added :  "  He  shall  have  it,  I  care  not  what  may  be 
said  on  the  subject."  A  Presbyterian  minister,  in  de- 
scribing a  service  held  in  the  generaPs  camp,  said : 
"So  wo  had  a  Presbyterian  sermon,  introduced  by 
Baptist  services,  under  the  direction  of  a  Methodist 
chaplain,  in  an  Episcopal  church  I  Was  not  that  a 
beautiful  solution  of  the  vexe<l  problem  of  Christian 
union  ?" 

Of  the  reli2:ious  character  of  General  Jackson  this 
preacher  said  :  ''  The  sentiment  which  fills  his  soul  is 
his  sense  of  tlie  necessity  and  ]M>wer  of  ])i'ayer — pniyer 
in  the  army;  prayer  for  the  army;  prayer  by  the 
whole  country.  1  am  sure  it  makes  him  glad  and 
strong  to  know  how  many  of  the  test  |>eople  in  the 
world  ])ray  for  him  without  ceasing."'  He  pictures  the 
general's  '*  lirm  and  liopeful  face,"  *'  the  placid  dili- 
gence of  his  daily  toils/'  and  his  .attendance  on  the 
service  in  the  little  log  church  built  by  his  own  sol- 
dioi's, ''  which  was  already  so  full  upon  his  arrival  that 
the  men  were  said  to  be  packed  like  herrings  in  a  bar- 
rel, and  he  and  (Jeneral  Paxtcm  modestly  i*etired,  It^t 
tlicv  should  (lis])lace  some  alreadv  within.  One  could 
not  sit  in  that  pulpit  and  meet  the  concentrated  gaze 
of  those  men  without  deep  emotion.     I  remembennl 

that  tlic^v  w(M"e  the  veterans  of  manv  a  blood v  ti(»l(l. 
•  •  • 

The  eves  which  looked  into  mine,  waiting  for  the  iros- 
])el  of  ])eac(\  had  looked  as  steadfastly  ujK)n  whatever 
is   terrible   in  war.      The  voices  which   now  ])oured 
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f(ffth  their  strength  in  singing  the  songs  of  Zion  had 
shouted  in  the  charge  and  the  victory.  .  .  ,  Their 
itimeftitfifs  of  asi>eet  constantly  imjH-essed  me.  .  .  . 
They  looked  as  if  they  had  come  on  business,  and  very 
important  business,  and  tlie  preacher  couhl  scarcely 
do  otherwise  than  feel  that  ho,  too,  had  business  of 
moment  there  I" 

A  chaplain  relates  that  on  the  eve  of  llie  battle  of 
Fredericksburg  ho  saiv  an  oflicer,  wrap|>ed  in  his  over- 
coat so  that  his  marks  of  rank  could  not  be  seen,  lying 
jnst  in  the  rear  of  a  battery,  quietly  reading  his  Bible. 
He  approached  and  entered  into  conversation  on  the 
I  prospects  of  the  impending  battle,  but  the  officer  soon 
tanged  the  conversation  to  religious  topics,  and  the 
taplain  was  letl  to  ask,  "  (Jf   what  regiment   are 
I  chaplain  r'    What  was  his  astonishment  to  find 
iat  the  quiet  Bible-reader  and  fiuont  talker  upon  re- 
tus   subjects  was    none   other   than   the    famous 
mewall  Jackson. 
*  During  one  of  his  battles,  while  he  was  waiting  in 
s  rear  of  a  part  of  his  command  which  he  had  put 
in  [wsition  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy  while 
another  division  Ijad  been  sent  to  flank  them,  a  young 
_  officer  on  his  staff  gave  him  a  copy  nf  the  sketch  of 
plain  Dabney  Carr  Harrison,"  a  young  Presbyte- 
tan  minister,  widely  known  and  loved   in  Virginia, 
•ho  had  been  killed  at  Fort  Donelson.    He  expressed 
mself  as  highly  gratified  nt  getting  the  sketch,  and 
I  into  an  earnest  conversation  on  the  power  of 
liriBtian  example.     He  was  interrupted  hy  an  officer, 
4k»  reported  '■  the  enemy  advancing,"  but  paused  only 
ingenotigh  to  give  the  laconic  order, "  Open  on  them.'' 
1  then  resumed  the  conversation,  which  he  contin- 
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ued  for  some  time,  only  pausing  now  and  then  to  re- 
ceive despatches  and  give  necessary  orders. 

General  Jackson's  views  on  the  work  of  the  spirit- 
ual improvement  of  his  army,  which  so  absorbed  his 
heart  and  labors  the  last  winter  of  his  life,  are  ex- 
pressed in  a  letter  to  his  pastor,  in  which  he  says  : 

'"  You  suggest  that  I  give  my  views  and  wishes  in 
such  form  and  extent  as  I  am  willing  should  be  made 
public.  This  I  shrink  from  doing,  because  it  looks  like 
presumption  in  me  to  come  before  the  public  and  even 
intimate  what  course  I  think  should  be  pursued  by  the 
people  of  God.  I  have  had  so  little  experience  in 
church  matters  as  to  make  it  proper,  it  seems  to  me, 
to  keep  quiet  l)eyond  the  expression  of  my  views  to 
friends.  Whilst  I  feci  that  this  is  the  proper  course 
for  me  to  pursue,  and  the  one  which  is  congenial  to 
mv  feelinire,  vet  if  vou  and  Colonel  Preston,  who  have 
both  had  large  experience  in  the  church,  after  prayer- 
ful consideration,  are  of  opinion  that  my  name,  in  con- 
nection with  my  wishes,  will  be  the  means  of  doing 
good,  I  do  not  desire  any  sensibility  that  I  may  have 
to  be  a  drawback  in  the  wav.  I  desire  mvself  and  all 
that  I  have  to  be  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Goil.  .  .  . 
After  maturely  considering  what  I  write,  and  after 

praverful  consultation  between  vourself  and  Colonel 
I     •  .' 

Preston,  you  can  with  proj)riety  publish,  should  you 
think  best,  anything  I  may  have  said,  without  saying 
that  f<U('h  fra,^  my  vicir, 

''My  views  are  summed  u])  in  these  few  words: 
p]ach  Christian  brancli  of  the  Church  should  senif 
into  the  army  some  of  its  most  prominent  ministers, 
wlio  are   distinguished  for   their  jMety,  talents,  and 
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zeal;  and  sucti  niinistera  should  labor  to  protliice  con- 
cert of  action  among  chaplains  and  Christians  in  the 
army.     These  ministers  should  give  special  attention 
lo  preaching  to  regiments  which  are   without  chap- 
liiins,  and  iuduce  them  to  take  steps  to  get  chaplains ; 
to  let  the  regiments  name  the  denomination  from 
irhich  they  desire  chaplains  selected ;  and  then  to  see 
tiiat  suitable  chaplains  are  secured.    A  had  selection 
of  a  chaplain  may  prove  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing. 
If  a   few  prominent  ministers  thus   connected   with 
each  army  wonld  cordially  co-o]>erate,  I  believe  that 
"lorioiia  fruits  woukl  be  the  reault.     Denominational 
distinctions  should  bo  kept  out  of  view,  and  not 
tuohetl  upon;  and,  as  a  general  rule,  I  do  not  think 
a  chaplain  who  would  preach  denominational 
sermons  should  be  in  the  army.      His  congregation  is 
his  regiment,  and  it  is  composed  of  persons  of  various 
denomiuations.     I    would   like    to   see   no   questions 
■^ed  in  the  army  aa  to  what  denomination  a  chap- 
in  belongs ;  but  let  the  question  be, '  Does  lie  pi-each 
Gospel  V    The  neglect  of  spiritual  interests  in  the 
ly  may  be  partially  seen  in  the  fact  that  not  half 
ray  regiments  have  chaplains." 
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General  Jackson  selected  the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  T.  Lacy 
(who  was  commissioned  by  the  government  as  a 
general  chaplain)  to  begin  this  plan  of  labor,  and  it 
proved  very  successful.  His  mission  was  to  preach  at 
headquarters  every  Sabbath  while  the  troops  were 
in  camp,  A  temporary  pulpit  and  rough  seats  were 
constrncted  in  an  open  field,  and  here  all  were  invited 
to  come  and  worship.  Dr.  Lacy  was  an  able  sjHaik- 
^ar,  attractive  and  interesting;  and  the  constant  at- 
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tendance  of  General  Jackson  and  frequent  appear- 
ance of  General  Lee  ami  other  cH6tingiiishe<l  officers 
soon  drew  \-aat  crowds  of  Holdicrs  to  the  scene,  and 
many  hpcame  changed  men,  (Jeneral  Jackson  often 
seated  Iiimself  in  tlie  ranks,  in  the  midst  of  his  lium- 
blest  soldiers,  setting  them  an  example  by  his  devout 
attention  and  delight  in  the  services,  and.  by  his  j>er- 
sonal  intei-est,  leading  them  to  follow  the  great  Cap- 
tain of  their  salvation,  lie  petjiiested  all  the  chaplains 
and  evangelists  in  his  corps  to  meet  together  weekly 
for  conference  over  their  duties,  and  to  re|x>rt  tlio 
progress  of  their  labors,  IJis  sense  of  delicacy  for- 
bade his  own  attendance  on  these  meetings,  but  he 
manifested  the  liveliest  interest  in  them  —  aJwaya 
greeting  Dr.  Jacv  upon  his  return  from  the  nioetini;^ 
in  his  accustomed  military  style,  saying  to  liim; 
"Now  come  and  report,"  "The  stated  meetings  of 
the  chaplains."  sjiys  Dr.  Dabney,  "  were  the  means  of 
flrWakening  them  to  a  greatly  increased  zeal  and  fidel- 
ity, as  well  as  of  adding  system  and  concert  to  their 
laboi-s,  BO  that  this  service  was  now  thoronghlv  reno- 
vated. Thus  the  energy  of  (ieneral  Jackson's  will, 
though  so  modestly  exerted,  made  itself  felt  amonj^ 
his  chaplains,  just  as  among  his  stafTand  field  officers, 
in  oommimicating  efficiency  and  vigor  to  all  their 
performance  of  duty."' 

The  Stonewall  Brigade  was  the  first  to  builii  ii  lou; 
chapel,  which  was  formally  dedioate<l  to  the  service 
of  God,  Others  soon  followed  the  example,  and,  thus 
protected  against  the  rigors  of  winter,  the  soldiers 
frequently  met  during  the  week  for  prayer,  praise^ 
and  Bible  iustniction — the  sacreti  pages  being  illnrai- 
nated  by  pine  torches  from  the  forest.    General  Jack- 
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lion  often  attended  these  meetings,  and  led  in  bumble, 
EMrnest  prayer. 

General  J.  B.  Gordon,  the  late  Governor  of  Georgia, 

Fwd  now  for  the  second  time  representing  his  State 

in  the   United  States  Senate,  testilies  to  the  good 

wrought  by  these  services  in  the  army.     In  a  letter 

appealing  for  oliaplains  to  be  sent  by  the  churches, 

he  says:    "Daily  in  the  great  temple  of  nature,  and 

at  night  by  heaven's  chandeliers,  are  audiences  of 

from  one  to  two  thousand  men  anxious  to  hear  the 

way  of  life.     Many  of  them,  neglected,  as  I  must  .say 

tboy  have  been  by  Christians  at  home,  are  daily  pro- 

lessing  religion  —  men  grown  old  in  sin,  and  who 

■  blanched  in  the  presence  of  the  foe,  are  made 

I  tremble  under  a  sense  of  guilt,  and  here  in  the 

jsts  and  fields  are  being  converted  to  God ;  young 

lett,  over  whose  departure  from  the  j)aternal  roof 

hd  from  pious  influences  have  been  shed  so  many 

Itter  tears,  have  been  enabled,  under  the  preaching 

I  a  few  faithful  ministers,  to  give  parents  and  friends 

-  home   such  assurances   as  to  change   those  bitlr-r 

ters  into  tears  of  rejoicing." 

k  General  Jackson  had  one  other  project  for  the 
Iftiritnal  welfare  of  bis  country,  which  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Christian  daily  newspaper.  His  views 
on  this  subject  will  be  seen  in  the  following  letter  to 
his  father-in-law : 


Neitr  FiiBUERicKeBinte.  March  SStti,  1803. 
'*Rer.  Dr.  R.  11.  Moubison  : 

"  Dear  Sib, — Knowing  that  you  take  a  deep  interest 
in  the  progress  of  the  church,  I  write  to  say  that  on 

iterday  the  proclamation  of  our  President  for  a 
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(lay  of  Imiiiiliation  and  prayer  received  in  the  arm 
a.  more  general  response  tUan  I  have  seen  on  anj 
similar  occasion  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  .  , 
It  was  ai'ranged  among  the  chaplains  that  each  oa 
of  them  should  preach  twice  yesterday — once  to  thoi 
own  troops,  and  once  to  other  troops,  thus  giving  al 
op|)ortunity  of  having  the  Gospel  preached  as  exteq 
sively  as  practicable.  I  trust  that  yesterday  was  { 
solemn  day  throughout  the  Confetleracy,  and  hop( 
its  goo<l  fruits  will  he  abundant,  and  that  God  ii 
His  mercy  will  give  us  a  speedy  peace,  so  iiiarke£ 
by  His  interposing  hand  that  all  shall  recognise  an( 
aoknowletlge  it  as  His  gift. 

"  I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  seeing  a  Christian  dailj 
liajier  established.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  single  dailj 
pajier  in  the  country  but  whicli  violates  the  SabbatI 
by  ]irinting  on  that  holy  day  for  its  Monday's  issuQ; 
I  have  thought  upon  this  subject  for  Several  years,  &ni 
it  ap))ears  to  me  that  now  is  a  good  time  to  start 
such  a  ]wper  ivhilst  our  country  is  in  trouble,  and  u 
looking  to  God  for  assistance.  How  can  we  consist 
ently  ask  God  to  blrss  us  when  we  continue  to  en 
oounige,  for  the  gratification  of  curiosity,  a  disregard 
for  His  holy  law  (  Such  a  paper  as  it  ap]>ears  to  mi 
is  demanded  would  give  us  as  early  news  as  is  al 
present  received  at  the  printing-offlce  on  Sunday,  ai 
the  pa|»er.  which  would  be  mailed  on  Monday,  ^vonld 
be  printed  on  Saturday  Instead  of  Sunday.  If  such 
a  }Hi)K*r  cotdd  be  established,  it  might  I>e  the  meaiu 
of  iollHenciug  l  he  fut«re  course  of  oor  country.  What 
do  yoa  think  of  such  an  uaderUkingl 
"  Verj-  troly  yoars, 

■^  T.  J,  Jacssos.' 
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Ilis  increasing  solicitude  for  the  spiritual  gootl  of  his 

Country  is  shown  in  the  following  letter  to  Colonel 

Boteler  on  the  subject  of  Saljbath  mails.    These  views 

»*ave  before  been  given;  but  as  this  letter  was  per- 

L^laps  his  last  appeal  on  the  subject,  this  fact  may  add 

aore  weight  to  them  : 


I  have  read  the  Congressional  report  of  the  com- 
tittee  recommending  the  repeal  of  the  law  recjuiring 
i"he  mails  to  be  Ciirried  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  I  hope 
lat  you  will  feel  it  a  duty  as  well  as  a  pleasure  to 
its  repeal.  I  do  not  see  how  a  nation  that  thus 
lys  itself,  by  sneh  a  law,  against  God's  holy  day 
expect  to  escape  His  wi-ath.  The  punishment  of 
itional  sins  must  be  confined  to  this  world,  as  there 
no  nationalities  beyond  the  grave.  For  fifteen 
^cara  I  have  refused  to  mail  letters  on  Sunday,  or  to 
take  them  out  of  tlie  ofliee  on  that  day,  except  since 
1  oame  into  the  field  ;  and,  so  far  from  having  to 
ny  course,  it  has  been  a  source  of  true  enjoj'- 
tnent.  I  have  never  sustained  loss  in  obsening  what 
God  enjoins;  and  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  law 
should  here|)ealed  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 
My  rule  is,  to  let  the  Sabbath  mails  remain  nnopene<l, 
nnless  they  contain  a  despatch;  but  despatches  are 
generally  sent  by  couriers  or  telegraph,  or  some  spe- 
cial messenger.  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  instance 
of  any  special  despatch  having  reached  me,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  by  the  mails. 

"If  you  desire  tlie  rei)eal  nf  the  law,  I  trust  j-ou 
will  bring  all  your  influence  to  bear  in  its  accomplish- 
ment.  Now  is  the  time,  it  apjwars  to  me,  to  effect  so 
desirable  an  object.     I   understand  that  not  only  our 
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President,  but  also  most  of  his  Cabinet  and  a  ma- 
jority of  our  Congressmen  are  professing  Christians. 
God  has  greatly  blessed  us,  and  I  trust  He  will  make 
us  tliat  )]eople  wliose  God  is  the  Lord.  Ix't  us  look 
to  God  for  an  illustration  in  our  history  that  '  rigJit- 
eousnesa  exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to 
any  people.' 

"  Very  truly  your  friend. 

"T.  J.  Jackson." 

To  his  friend  Colonel  Preston,  of  Jjcxington,  he 
wrote  with  the  same  zea\,  saying : 

'*  I  greatly  desire  to  see  iKOce— Hissed  peace.  And 
I  am  persuaded  that  if  God's  people  throughout  the 
Confederacy  will  earnestly  and  perseveringly  unite  in 
imploring  His  inteqiosition  for  peitce,  we  may  expect 
it.  Let  our  government  acknowledge  the  God  of 
the  Bible  as  its  God,  and  we  may  ex|iect  soon  to  Iw 
a  happy  and  independent  people.  It  appeal's  to  me 
that  extremes  are  to  be  avoided ;  and  it  also  appears 
to  me  tliat  the  old  I'nited  States  occupied  an  extreme 
position  in  the  means  it  took  to  prevent  the  union  of 
Church  and  State.  "We  call  ourselves  a  Christian  peo- 
ple; and.  in  my  opinion,  our  government  ma}-  be  of 
the  same  character,  without  connecting  itself  with  an 
established  Chureh,  It  does  appear  to  me  that  as  our 
President,  our  Congress,  and  our  [>eople  have  thanked 
God  for  victories,  and  prayed  to  Him  for  additional 
ones,  and  He  has  answered  such  prayers  and  gives  us 
u  government,  it  is  gross  ingratitude  not  to  acknowl- 
eiige  Him  in  this  gift.  I^t  the  framework  of  our  gov- 
ernment show  that  we  are  not  ungrateful  to  Him." 
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In  tlie  beginning  of  the  new  year,  Winchester  was 
agaJQ  occupied  by  the  Federals.  An  extmct  from 
a  letter  to  his  helpful  friend,  Colonel  Boteler,  will 
show  General  Jackson's  great  concern  and  iiffectiou 
for  his  valloy  friends: 

"  Though  I  have  been  relieved  from  command 
Ifaere,  and  may  never  again  be  assigned  to  that  ini- 
(jortant  trust,  yet  I  feel  deeply  when  I  see  the  patri- 
otic people  of  that  region  again  under  the  heel  of  a 
hateful  military  despotism.  There  are  all  the  homes 
of  those  who  have  been  with  me  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  in  Virginia;  who  have  repeatedly 
left  their  families  and  homes  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  braved  the  dangers  of  battle  and  disease ; 
and  there  are  tiiose  who  have  so  devotedly  labored 
'  ir  the  relief  of  our  suifering  sick  and  wounded." 


In  another  letter  to  the  same  friend,  ho  sa3's :  "  It 
is  hut  natural  that  I  should  feel  a  deep  and  abiding 
interest  in  the  jieople  of  the  valley,  where  are  the 
bomes  of  so  many  of  my  brave  soldiers  who  have 
been  with  me  so  long,  and  whose  self-sacrificing 
patriotism  lias  been  bo  long  tested." 

^t-  During  this  winter  General  Jackson  received  a  visit 
^bvm  a  captain  in  the  English  anny.  wlio  wrote  an  ae- 
^■bonnt  of  it  for  an  English  paper  or  magazine,  from 
^Which  the  following  is  a  brief  extract : 

^r  "  I  brought  from  Nassau  a  box  of  goods  for  Genera  t 
Stonewall  Jackson,  and  he  asked  me  when  I  was  at 
Richmond  to  come  to  his  camp  and  see  him,  I  left 
(be  oity  one  morning  about  seven  o'clock,  and  about 
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ten  landed  at  a  station,  distant  some  eight  or  nine 
miles  from  Jackson's  (or,  as  bis  men  call  liim,  'Old 
Jack's')  camp.  A  heavy  fall  of  snow  ba:d  coverei! 
the  country  for  some  time  before  to  tbe  depth  of  a 
foot,  and  formed  a  crust  over  the  Virginia  mud,  which 
is  quite  as  villainous  as  that  of  Balaklava.  The  day 
before  had  been  mild  and  wet,  and  my  journey  was 
made  in  a  drenching  shower,  which  soon  cleared  away 
the  white  mantle  of  snow.  Ton  cannot  imagine  the 
slough  of  despond  I  had  to  pass  through.  Wet  to  the 
skin,  I  stumbled  through  mud,  I  waded  through  creeks, 
I  passed  through  pine  woods,  and  at  last  got  into  camp 
about  two  o'clock.  I  then  made  ray  way  to  a  small 
house  occupied  by  the  general  as  his  headi|uarter8.  I 
wrote  down  my  name  and  gave  it  to  the  orderly,  and 
I  was  immediately  told  to  walk  in. 

"  The  general  rose  and  greeted  me  warmly.  I  ex- 
pected to  see  an  old,  untidy  man,  and  was  most  agree- 
ably surprised  and  pleased  with  his  appearance.  He 
is  tall,  handsome,  and  powerfully  built,  but  thin.  He 
has  In-own  hair  and  a  brown  bennl.  His  mouth  ex- 
pi'esses  great  determination.  The  lips  ai-e  thin  and 
compressed  firmly  together;  his  eyes  are  blue  and 
dark,  with  keen  and  searching  expression.  1  was  told 
that  his  age  was  thirty-eight;  and  he  looks  forty. 
The  general,  who  is  indescribably  simple  and  unaf- 
fected in  all  bis  ways,  took  off  my  wet  overcoat  with 
his  own  hands,  made  up  the  fire,  brought  wood  for 
me  to  put  my  feet  on  to  keep  them  warm  while  ray 
boots  were  drying,  and  then  began  to  ask  me  ques- 
tions on  various  subjects.  At  the  dinner-hour  we 
went  out  and  joined  the  members  of  his  staff.  At 
this  meal  the  general  said  gi-ace  in  a  fervent,  qniet 
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manner,  whkh  struck  me  very  much.  After  dinner 
I  i-etiimecl  to  his  room,  and  he  again  talked  for  a  long 
^ilne.  The  servant  eanie  in  and  took  his  mattress  out 
of  a  cuplx)ard  and  laid  it  on  llie  floor, 

"  As  I  rose  to  retire,  the  general  said ;  '  Captain. 

there  is  plenty  of  i-oom  on  my  bed  j  I  hope  you  will 

share  it  with  itie.'     I  thanked  him  very  much  for  his 

rconrtesy,  but  said, 'Oood-night,' and  slept  in   a  tent, 

■J^aring  the  blankets  of  one  of  his  aides-de-camp.     In 

Itiie  morning,  at  breakfast-time,  I  notice*!  that  the 

[eneral   said  grace   before   the  meal  with  the  same 

ffervor  I  had  remarke<l  before.    An  hour  or  two  after- 

Irarda  it  was  time  for  me  to  return  to  the  station  ;  on 

S)is  occasion,  however,  I  had  a  horse,  and  I  returned 

I  to  the  general's  headquarters  to  bid  him  adieu. 

Bis  little  room  was  vacant,  so  I  stepped  in  and  stood 

lefore  tlie  tire.  I  then  noticed  my  great-coat  stretched 

lefore  it  on  a  chair.     Shortly  afterwards  the  general 

ntered  the  room.     lie  said:  "Captain,  I  have  been 

ying  to  dry  yonr  great-coat,  but  I  am  afraid  I  have 

tot  succeeded  very  well.'    That  little  act  illustrates 

jie  man's  character.      With  the  care  and    res])onsi- 

s  of  a  vast  army  on  his  shoulders,  he  finds  time 

a  do  little  acts  of  kindness  and  thoughtfulness,  which 

make  him  the  darling  of  his  men,  who  never  seem  to 

tire  talking  of  him, 

*'  General  Jackson  is  a  man  of  great  endurance ;  he 

s  nothing  stronger  than  water,  and  never  uses  to- 

D  or  any  stimulant.    He  has  been  known  to  ride  for 

tree  days  and  nights  at  a  time,  and  if  there  is  any  lalx)r 

a  be  undergone  he  never  fails  to  take  his  share  of  it." 

winter,  at  Moss  Neck,  General  Jack- 
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Bon'a  Christian  activity  and  spirituality  becitme  more 
marked  than  ever  before,  showing  a  rich  ripeuiug  for 
the  rewards  and  glories  of  the  heaveuly  inheritance. 
To  a  friend  he  expresseil  his  perfect  assurance  of  faith, 
and  aaid  be  had  been  for  u  long  time  a  stranger  ti> 
fear,  "  because  fir^  i-nete  and  u'lu  assured  of  the  love  of 
Christ  to  his  soul;  he  felt  not  the  faintest  dread  that 
he  should  ever  full  under  the  wrath  of  God,  although 
a  gieiit  sinner;  he  was  forever  reconolleti  l>y  tlie 
righteousness  of  Christ,  and  that  love  for  Go*i  and 
Christ  was  now  the  practical  spring  of  all  his  peni- 
tence." He  then  arose  from  Ilia  seat,  and  with  an 
impressive  union  of  humility  and  solemn  elevation 
continued,  in  substance,  thus :  "Nothing  earthly  can 
mnr  ray  Itappincss.  I  know  that  heaven  is  in  store  for 
mo;  and  I  should  rejoice  in  the  pros(>ect  of  going 
there  tontorrott-.  Understand  me:  I  am  not  sick,  i 
am  not  sad ;  Gu<l  has  greatly  biesseil  me ;  I  havu  as 
much  to  love  here  as  any  man,  and  life  is  very  bright 
to  me.  lint  still  1  am  ready  to  leave  it  any  day, 
witliout  trepidation  or  regi-et.  for  that  heaven  which 
I  know  atvaits  me,  through  the  mercy  of  my  Jleavenly 
Father.  And  1  would  not  agree  to  the  slightest  diminu- 
tion of  one  shade  of  my  glory  theiT^[here  he  paused, 
as  though  totxmsidiT  what  terrestrial  measure  he  might 
best  select  to  express  the  largeness  of  his  joj-s] — no. 
nut  for  all  the  fame  t  Jiave  acquired  or  shall  ever  win 
in  this  world.''  With  these  words  bo  sank  into  his 
chair,  and  his  friend  retired,  impressod  as  he  had  never 
be«a  before  by  the  exalted  faith  ami  perfect  assuraooe 
that  God  had  vouchsafed  to  this  Christiao  soldier. 

All  his  Chrisiian  friends  observi>d  this  winter  how 
mocb  tiis  mind  dw«lt  apon  spiritual  nutters,  his  ooo- 
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irsatioQ  almost  im-ariably  drifting  into  that  channel; 
atjd  his  favorite  subjects  were  steadfastness  of  faith, 
<liligent  jjerformance  of  duty,  after  invoking  God's 
blessing  and  committing  our  cause  to  Ilini,  and  yield- 
ing a  perfect  obedience  to  His  will.  He  loved  to  con- 
sider the  modes  by  which  God  reveals  His  will  to  man, 
and  often  tjuoted  the  maxim,  "Duty  is  ours;  conse- 
quences are  God's,"  It  was  a  continued  delight  to  him 
dwell  upon  the  blessedness  uf  jwrfect  acquiescence 
in  the  Divine  will.  He  freijuently  said  that  his  first 
desire  was  to  command  a  "  converted  army." 

But  while  thus  desiring  and  striving  for  the  spiritual 
good  of  his  men,  his  diligence  was  also  unremitting  in 
training  and  strengthening  his  corps  for  active  service 
in  the  coming  camjMiign.  and  it  increased  in  efficiency 
and  numbers  more  than  at  any  fonner  jieriod.  It  was 
brought  up  to  number  over  thirty  thousand  active  sol- 
diers, who  drew  their  inspiration  from  his  own  spirit 
pf  confidence  and  determination. 

In  the  family  of  Mr.  Corbin,  of  Moss  Neck,  was  a 

vely  little  girl,  about  six  years  of  age,  named  Jane, 

who  became  a  special  pet  with  General  Jackson,  Her 

pretty  face  and  winsome  ways  were  so  charming  to 

bim  that  he  requested  her  mother  as  a  favor  that  he 

light  have  a  visit  from  her  every  afternoon  when  his 

.day's  labors  were  over,  and  her  innocent  comimnion- 

' "  lip  and  sweet  prattle  were  a  great  pleasure  and  recre- 

;ion  to  him.     He  loved  to  hold  her  upon  his  knee, 

id  sometimes  he  plaj'ed  and  romi>cd  with  her,  his 

learty  laughter  mingling  merrily  with  that   of  the 

lild.    He  always  had  some  little  treat  in  store  for  her 

she  came  each  day — an  orantre,  an  apple,  candy  or 

rfiake;  but  the  supply  of  such  things  becoming  exhaust- 
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eel  in  his  scanty  quarters,  one  afternoon  ho  fonnd 
ho  liaii  nothiuy  tempting  to  offer  her,  ami  in  glanc- 
ing around  the  room  liis  eye  fell  upon  a  new  gray 
cap  wbicli  he  had  jnst  receivetl  from  his  wife,  and 
which  was  ornamented  with  a  simple  band  of  gill 
braid— tho  moat  modest  mark  of  his  rank  that  a  field 
officer  could  wear.  Taking  up  this  cap,  with  his  knife 
he  ripped  off  the  band,  and  encircling  it  around  little 
Janie's  fair  head,  he  stooii  off  aiimiringly,  and  said : 
"  This  shall  be  your  coronet !" 

This  httle  one  of  tender  years  was  destined  to  pre- 
ce<le  her  friend  to  the  "land  of  pure  delight."  The 
very  day  of  his  removal  from  Moss  Seek  she  died. 
His  aide,  llr.  Smith,  said:  ""We  learned  of  Janie's 
di'a,th  after  we  reached  our  new  camp,  neur  Yerby'd. 
and  when  I  went  in  to  tell  the  general,  he  was  much 
moved,  and  wept  freely.  Afterwards  he  requested  me 
to  ride  back  to  Moss  Neck  that  night  to  express  his 
sympathy,  and  to  remain  to  be  of  any  servioe  that  I 
eoald  to  tho  family," 

(lenend  Jackson  himself  thns  alludes  to  the  death 
of  his  little  favorite  in  one  of  his  letters:  "I  never 
wrote  you  about  the  Ijereavonwnt  of  my  kind  friend 
Mrs,  C'orbin.  She  hiul  an  only  daughter,  ppobahly 
about  five  or  six  years  old,  and  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive, if  not  the  most  so,  that  I  ever  saw  at  tliat 
age.  A  short  lime  before*  I  left  there,  the  little  girl 
was  taken  sick  with  scarlet  fever,  but  appeanxl  to  be 
doing  noil,  1  called  to  see  Mre,  Oorbin  the  evening 
before  Iwiving.  and  talked  lo  her  of  her  little  daugh- 
ter, whom  I  snppteeil  to  be  out  of  danger,  and  she  too 
appeared  to  think  so:  bnt  the  ne.\t  morning  she  was 
taken  v«ry  ill,  and  in  a  few  hours  died  of  laitlignant 
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scarlet  fever.  There  were  two  other  little  chiklren, 
cousins  of  little  Janie,  who  were  staying  at  the  same 
house,  and  hotb  of  them  died  of  the  same  disease  in  a 
few  days."  He  was  let!  to  speak  of  tliese  deaths  by 
bearing  of  the  loss  of  my  sister  Mrs.  Avery's  first- 
born, of  which  he  says:  "We  can  syin|mthi!:e  with 
lier.  and  I  wish  I  could  comfort  her,  but  no  human 
comfort  can  fully  meet  her  case ;  only  the  Redeemer 
can.  and  I  trust  that  she  finds  Jesus  precious,  most 
precious,  in  this  her  sad  hour  of  trial.  Give  ray  ten- 
derest  love  and  sympathy  to  her." 
'  Ahout  this  time  bis  own  little  daughter  had  a  severe 
case  of  chicken-pox,  and  his  parental  anxieties  were 
gceatly  awakened.  In  his  desire  to  render  ail  the  aid 
he  could,  even  at  so  great  a  distance,  he  consulted  his 
medical  director.  Dr.  McHuire,  that  he  might  write 
his  wife  the  advice  prescribed.  His  tender  devotion 
to  the  little  daughter  whom  lie  had  never  seen  was 
surprising  to  the  young  doctor,  and  his  voice  quivered 
with  agitation  as  he  said  on  leaving  him,  "  I  do  v/ish 
that  dear  child,  if  it  is  God's  will,  to  be  spared  to  us." 
The  following  extracts  from  liis  letters  testify  to 
this  same  paternal  interest  anci  affection,  and  also  re- 
veal his  ever-increasing  spiritual  joy  and  gratitude : 


■' Jnmiaiy  5Ui,  1803. 

.  .  .  '■  How  much  I  do  want  to  see  you  and  our 
dailing  bab}' !  But  I  don't  know  when  I  shall  have 
this  happiness,  as  I  am  afraid,  since  hearing  so  nmch 
about  the  little  one's  health,  that  it  would  be  impru- 
dent to  bring  it  u|Jon  a  journey,  so  I  must  just  con- 
tent myself.     Mrs.  (jeneral  Longstreet,  Mrs.  General 

.  P.  Hill,  and  Mrs.  General  llodes  have  all  been  to 
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see  their  busbanda.  Yesterday  1  saw  Mrs.  Rodes 
at  church,  and  she  looked  so  happy  that  it  made 
me  wish  I  had  Mrs.  Jackson  here  too;  but  whilst  I 
cannot  see  my  wife  and  l>ahy.  it  is  a  great  comfort 
to  know  that  you  have  a  darling  little  pet  to  keep 
you  company  in  my  absence.  ...  I  heard  a  gootl  ser- 
mon at  Grace  Church  (where  General  Hill  has  his 
headquarters)  by  an  Episcopal  minister,  Mr.  Friend. 
Colonel  Faulkner  is  with  u^  again,  and  1  expect  hira 
to  take  the  position  of  my  senior  adjutant-general." 

"January  6th.  I  am  very  thankful  to  our  kind 
lleavenly  Father  for  good  tidings  from  you  and  Imby 
— specially  thai  she  is  restored  again  to  health,  and  I 
trust  that  we  all  three  may  ao  live  as  moRt  to  glorify 
His  holy  name.  ...  I  have  a  visor,  but  I  hojje  I  shall 
not  have  to  sleep  in  a  tent  any  more  this  winter.  My 
ears  are  still  troubling  me.  but  I  am  very  thankful 
that  my  hearing  is  as  good  as  usual,  and  from  my  ap- 
pearance one  would  8U|)|x)se  that  I  was  perfectly  well. 
Indeed,  ray  health  is  essentially  good,  but  I  do  not 
think  1  shall  be  able  in  future  to  stand  what  I  have 
already  stood,  although,  with  the  exception  of  the  in- 
creased sensitiveness  of  my  ears,  my  health  has  im- 
proved. I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  dear  mother's  health 
does  not  improve.  .  .  .  We  have  several  cases  of  small* 
pox  at  Guiney's,  and  I  expect  you  will  have  to  give  op 
all  idea  of  coming  to  see  me  until  spring,  as  I  fear  It 
would  be  too  much  of  a  risk  for  you  and  baby  to  travel 
up  here. 

"The  other  day  I  received  from  the  citizens  of 
Augusta  County  a  magnificent  horse,  with  an  excel- 
lent saddle  and  bridle.    It  is  the  most  complete  riding 


Pequipoieut  that  I  li;iv©  seen.  My  kind  friends  went  so 
far  as  to  get  patent  stirrups,  constructetl  so  as  to  open 
and  throw  the  foot  fi-om  the  stirrup  in  the  event  of 
the  rider  being  tlirown  and  the  foot  hung  in  the  stir- 
rups. How  kind  is  Go<i  to  us  !  Oh  that  I  were  more 
grateful !" 


"January  17th.  Yesterday  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
receiving  a  letter  from  my  esposita  four  days  after  it 
_,wa8  written.  Doesn't  it  look  as  if  Confetierate  mails 
I  better  than  United  States  nmils!  Don't  you  re- 
lember  how  long  it  took  for  letters  to  come  from 
larlotte  to  Jje^xington  under  the  old  rkghne?  I  de- 
Bvean  additional  pleasure  in  reading  a  letter  from  the 
nviotion  that  it  has  not  travelled  on  the  Sabbath. 
Eow  delightful  will  be  our  heavenly  home,  where 
everything  is  siinctititxl  I  ...  I  am  gratified  at  Iiear- 
ing  that  you  have  commence*!  disciplining  the  baby. 
Jfow  be  careful,  and  don't  let  her  conquer  you.  She 
must  not  be  t>ermitted  to  have  that  will  of  her  own.  of 
which  you  speak.  How  I  would  love  to  see  the  little 
darling,  whom  I  love  so  tenderly,  though  I  have  never 
seen  her;  and  if  the  war  were  only  over,  I  tell  you,  I 

would  huiTy  down  to  North  Carolina  to  see  my  wife 

^■Uld  baby.  I  have  much  work  to  do.  Lieutenant- 
^■blonel  Faulkner  is  of  great  service  to  me  in  making 
^Hht  my  reports.  Since  he  is  my  senior  adjutant-gen- 
^^ptal.  Pendleton  is  ]it(tmote<l  to  a  majority,  and  is  the 
^Hhoior  adjutant-general.  Jlajor  Bier,  my  chief  of  ord- 
^^nnce,  has  been  ordered  to  Charleston,  and  Captain 
William  Allan,  of  Winchester,  is  his  successor.  Colonel 
Smeade  is  my  inspector-general,  so  you  must  not  com- 
JHjdain  of  my  not  ivriting  to  you  about  my  stuff.     I  re- 
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gret  to  see  our  Winchester  friends  again  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  I  trust  tbat.  in  iinswer  to  prayer,  our 
country  will  soon  be  blessed  with  jtesice.  If  we  were 
only  that  ol>edient  people  that  we  should  be.  1  would, 
with  increased  conlidence,  look  for  a.  speetly  termina- 
tion of  hostilities.  Let  us  pray  more  and  live  more  to 
the  gloi-y  of  God.  ...  I  am  still  thinking  and  think- 
ing about  that  baby,  and  do  want  to  see  her.  Can't 
yon  send  her  to  me  by  express!  There  is  an  express 
line  all  the  way  to  Guiney's.  1  am  glad  to  bear  that 
she  slee|js  well  at  night,  and  doesn't  <listurb  her  moth- 
er. But  it  would  be  better  not  to  call  her  a  clierub;  no 
earthly  being  is  such.  I  am  also  gratified  that  Hetty 
is  doing  well.  Remember  me  to  her,  and  tell  her  tbat, 
as  I  didn't  give  her  a  present  last  Christmas.  I  intend 
giving  her  two  next.  .  .  .  Don't  you  accuse  my  baby  of 
not  being  hrave.  I  do  hope  she  will  get  over  her  fear 
of  strangers.  If,  before  strangers  take  hor.  you  would 
give  them  something  to  please  her,  and  thus  make  her 
have  pleasant  associations  with  them,  and  seeing  them 
frequently.  I  trust  she  would  lose  her  timidity.  It  is 
gi-atifying  tliat  sheis  growing  so  well,  and  I  am  thank- 
ful she  is  so  bright  and  Itnowing.  I  do  «'ish  I  could 
see  her  funny  little  ways,  and  hear  her  "sfjneal  out 
with  delight'  at  seeing  the  little  chickens.  I  am  some- 
times afraid  that  you  will  make  such  an  idol  of  that 
baby  that  God  will  take  her  fmm  us.  Are  y««  not 
afraid  of  it  I     Kiss  her  for  her  father. 

"I  have  this  morning  received  two  presents — a 
pair  of  gauntlets  from  near  the  Potomac,  and  another 
beautiful  pair  from  Mrs.  Preston  Trotter,  of  Browns- 
burg.  A  kind  gentleman.  Mr,  Stejihens,  of  Nelson 
County,  sent  me  a  barrel  of  select  pippins."' 


.nuary  31st.  Captain  Euahby,  of  the  British 
Army,  calleil  to  see  me  to-ciay,  aud  presented  me 
with  a  water-proof  oil-cloth  case  in  which  to  sleep  on 
a  wet  night  in  summer  cam|Taigiiing.  I  tan  encase 
myself  in  it,  keep  dry,  and  get  a  good  night's  sleep," 

"February  3d.  In  answer  to  the  prayers  of  God's 
people.  I  trust  He  will  soon  give  ua  peace.  I  haven't 
seen  my  wife  for  nearly  a  year^niy  Iionie  in  nearly 
two  years,  and  liave  never  seen  our  darling  little 
daughter;  but  it  is  important  that  I,  and  tliose  at 
headquarters,  should  set  an  example  of  remaining  at 
the  post  of  duty.  Joseph  would  like  very  much  to 
go  liome,  but  unless  mother  gets  worse,  he  had  better 
not.  .  ,  ,  My  old  Stonewall  Brigade  has  built  a  log 
church.  As  yet  I  have  not  been  in  it.  I  am  much 
interested  in  reading  Hunter's  '  Life  of  Mosee.'  It  is 
a  delightful  book,  and  I  feel  moi-c  im]troved  in  read- 
ing it  than  hy  an  ordinary  sermon,  I  am  thankful 
to  sjiy  that  my  Sabbaths  are  passed  more  in  medi- 
tation than  formerly.  Time  thus  si>ent  is  genuine 
enjoyment." 

■'February  7th.  This  has  been  a  beautiful  spring 
day.  I  have  been  thinking  hitely  about  ganlening. 
If  I  were  at  home,  it  wouki  be  time  for  nie  to  begin 
to  prepare  the  hot-bed.  Don't  you  i-emember  what 
interest  we  used  to  take  in  our  hot-lied  i  If  we  should 
be  privileged  to  return  to  our  old  home,  I  expect  we 
would  find  many  changes.  An  ever-kind  Providence 
is  ehowering  blessings  down  upon  me.  Yesterday 
Colonel  M.  G.  Harnian  and  Mr,  >¥illiam  J.  IJeU,  jun., 
of  Staunton,  presented  me  with  an   excellent  horse. 
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Ae  yet  I  have  not  mouutixl  liiro,  but  I  saw  another 
person  ride  birn,  and  I  hojH!  soon  to  have  that  pleasure 
myself,  ,  ,  .  Just  to  think  our  baby  is  nearly  three 
months  old.  Does  she  notice  and  laugh  much  J  You 
have  never  told  rae  how  much  she  looke  like  her  mother. 
I  tell  you,  1  want  to  know  how  she  looks.  If  you  could 
hear  me  talking  to  niy  esposit  in  the  mornings  and 
evening,  it  would  make  you  laugh,  I'm  sure.  It  is 
funny  the  way  I  talk  to  her  when  she  is  hundreds  of 
miles  away.  .  .  .  Jim  has  returned  from  Lexington, 
and  brought  a  letter  from  ' Oy '  la  negro  servant], 
asking  permission  to  take  unto  himself  a  wife,  to 
which  I  intend  to  give  my  consent,  provided  you  or 
his  mother  do  not  object.  ...  I  am  so  much  con- 
cerned aljout  mother's  health  as  to  induce  me  to  rec- 
ommend a  leave  of  alisenco  for  Joseph.  I  send  this 
note  by  him,  and  also  send  the  baby  a  silk  handker- 
chief. I  have  thought  that  as  it  is  brightly  colore<l. 
it  might  attract  her  attention.  Rememl>er.  it  is  her 
first  present  from  her  father,  and  let  me  know  if 
she  notices  it."  [This  handkerchief  has  ever  since 
been  sacredly  preserved  as  a  precious  relic] 

"  February  14th.  Your  delightful  letter  of  six  pages 
received  a  welcome  reception  this  evening.  I  am 
thankful  to  see  that  our  kind  Heavenly  Father  is 
again  restoring  mother  to  health.  I  felt  uneasy  about 
her,  and  thought  that  Joseph  had  better  make  a 
visit  home.  I  have  made  the  restoration  of  mother's 
health  a  subject  of  prayer;  but  then  we  know  that 
our  dear  ones  are  mortal,  and  that  God  does  not 
always  answer  prayer  according  to  our  erring  feel- 
ings.    I  think  that  if,  when  we  see  ourselves  in  a 
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,  we  EhouUl  consitler  that  all  of  us  that  is  visible 
.  turn  to  corniiJtion  iind  dust,  we  would  learn 
lore  justly  to  appreciate  the  relative  importance  of 
s  body  that  petishes  and  the  soul  that  is  immortal. 
.  Yonr  accounts  of  baby  are  very  gratifying,  and 
tensify  my  desire  to  st-e  lier.     If  peace  is  not  con- 
loded  before  next  winter.  I  do  hope  you  can  bring 
r  and   sjiend  the  winter  with  rae.     This  would  be 
delightful.     If  we  are  spared,  I  trust  an  ever- 
iind   Providence   will  enable  us  to   be   together   all 
I  am  glad  little  Julia  was  pleasetl  with  her 
;ent,  and  wish  I  could  have  seen  her  laugh.  .  .  . 
I  say  you  tlnn't  see  any  use  oE  my  not  taking  a 
furlough.    I  think  that  the  army  would  be  much  more 
efficient  if  all  belonging  to  it  ivere  present.  ...  I  do 
trust  and  pray  tliat  our  ]>eople  will  religiously  ob- 
serve the  3Tth  of  next  month  as  a  day  of  humiliation, 
prayer,  and  fasting,  as  our  President  has  designated 
1  his  proclamation.    Tomorrow  is  tiie  Sabbath.    My 
tbbaths  are  looked  forwai-d   to  with  pleasure.     I 
a't  know  that  I  ever  enjoyed  Sabbaths  as  I  do  this 
I  don't  think  I  have  written  you  about 
About  a  week  since,  I  received  from 
.  y.  De  la  Rue.  of  London,  a,  superb  Englisli 
le,  bridle,  holsters,  saddle-cover,  blankets,  whip. 
—the  most  complete  riding  e(iuipage  that  I 
I  seen  for  many  a  day.     Its  completeness  is  re- 
sle.     This  evening  I  received  from  Mr.  John 
m,  of  London,  a  box  containing  two   flannel 
I,  two  pairs  of  long  woollen  stockings  extending 
BTe  the  knees,  a  buckskin  shirt,  a  pair  of  boots,  a 
r  of  leather  leggings  extending  about  eight  inches 
(OVe  the  knees,  two  pairs  of  excellent  fitting  leather 
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gloves,  and  a  very  sujierior  variegated  colored  blanket. 
Our  ever-kind  Heavenly  Fatlier  gives  me  friends 
among  strangers.  He  is  the  source  of  every  blessing, 
and  I  desire  to  be  more  grateful  to  Him." 

"  March  7th.  I  have  just  finished  my  report  of  the 
battle  of  McDowell.  ,  ,  .  There  is  a  good  deal  of  re- 
ligious interest  in  the  army.  Rev.  Mr.  Lac}'  is  with 
mo  now,  and  I  expect  will  continue  with  the  armv 
during  the  war.  Rev.  William  J.  Iloge  is  here,  and 
has  preached  several  sermons.  Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins  is 
chaplain  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Virginia  Volun- 
teers. If  you  were  here  you  would  find  a  number 
of  friends." 

■'  March  14th.  The  time  has  about  come  for  cam- 
paigning, and  I  hoiH!  early  next  week  to  leave  my 
room,  and  go  into  a  tent  near  Hamilton's  Crossing. 
which  is  on  the  railroad,  about  five  miles  from  Fred- 
ericksbnrg.  It  is  rather  a  relief  to  get  where  there 
will  Ite  less  comfort  than  in  a  room,  as  I  hope  therebv 
persons  will  be  prevente<l  from  encroaching  so  much 
upon  my  time.  I  am  greatly  behind  in  my  reports, 
itndam  very  desirous  to  get  through  with  thera  l>efore 
another  campaign  commences.  Do  you  remember 
when  my  little  wife  used  to  come  up  to  my  head- 
quarters in  Winchester  and  talk  with  ber  espoeof 
I  would  love  to  see  her  sunny  face  peering  into  my 
room  again.  ...  On  nest  Monday  there  is  to  be  a 
meeting  of  the  chaplains  of  my  corps,  and  I  pray 
that  ptod  may  resnit.  ...  I  am  now  in  camp,  but  I 
do  not  know  of  any  bousi?  near  by  where  yon  could 
bo  uccomiuodaled,  should  vou  come :  and,  moreover,  I 
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might  not  be  here  when  you  would  arrUe,  as  the 
season  for  campaigning  has  come.  Before  this  time 
last  year,  the  campaign  liad  begun,  and,  so  far  as  we 
can  see,  it  may  begin  again  at  any  time.  The  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  must  influence  ours,  and  we  can't 
say  where  we  shall  be  a  week  hence.'' 

"April  10th.  I  trust  that  God  is  going  to  bless  us 
with  great  success,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show 
that  it  is  all  Ilis  gift;  and  I  trust  and  pray  that  it 
will  lead  our  country  to  acknowledge  Him,  and  to 
live  in  accordance  with  His  will  as  revealed  in  the 
Bible,  There  appears  to  be  an  increased  religious 
interest  among  our  troops  here.  Our  chaplains  have 
weekly  meetings  on  Tuesdays;  and  the  one  of  this 
week  was  more  charming  than  the  preceding  one." 

After  removing  his  hendquarters  to  Hamilton  Cross- 
ing, General  Jackson  established  an  altar  of  daily 
morning  prayer  in  his  military  family.  He  was  too 
liberal  and  unobtrusive  in  his  own  religion  to  exact 
compulsory  attendance  on  the  part  of  his  stidf ;  but 
their  regard  for  him  prompted  them  to  gratify  his 
wishes,  and  he  always  greeted  their  presence  with  a 
face  of  beaming  commendation.  He  appointed  his 
chaplain  to  officiate  at  these  services ;  but  if  lie  was 
absent,  the  general  took  his  place  himself,  and  with 
the  greatest  fervor  and  humility  offered  up  his  tribute 
of  praise  and  supplication.  Meetings  for  prayer  were 
held  at  bis  quarters  twice  a  week,  on  Sunday  and 
Wednesday  evenings,  and  on  Sunday  afternoons  he 
loved  to  engage  the  musical  members  of  his  staff  in 
singing  saci-ed  songs,  to  which  he  listened  with  genu- 
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ine  delight.     He  rarely  let  them  stop  without  calling 
for  the  hymn  beginning 

**  How  happy  are  they 
Wlio  the  Saviour  obey !" 

Other  favorite  hymns  with  him  were : 

"  Come,  humble  sinner,  in  whose  breast 
A  thousand  thoughts  revolve." 

"Tis  my  happiness  below, 
Not  to  live  without  the  cross." 


And, 


"  When  gathering  clouds  around  I  view, 
And  days  arc  dark  and  friends  are  few." 

^^  Glorious  things  of  thee  are  spoken, 
Zion,  city  of  our  God." 

[Sung  to  the  tune  of  Harwell.] 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

THK   LAST  OAPPT  PAYS.-CHAyCELLORSVILLE— 1883. 

As  tlie  spring  advanced,  antl  the  season  for  cam- 
laigning  drew  nearer.  General  Jackson  grew  more 
ind  more  anxious  to  have  a  vtsit  from  liis  wife  and 
gohild.  His  solicitous  consideration  for  tlie  health  and 
ifety  of  the  little  one  had  led  him  to  advise  their  not 
ravelling  until  the  winter  was  over;  and  now  he 
Aowed  great  eagerness  to  have  a  visit  before  the  cam- 
»ign  should  open.    On  the  18th  of  April  he  wrote; 


.  "  I  am  beginning  to  look  for  my  darling  and 

ay  baby,     I  sliouldn't  be  surprised  to  Iiear  at  any 

Wme  that  tbey  were  coming,  and  I  tell  you  there  would 

■lie  one  delighted  man.    I.4tst  night  X  dreamed  that  my 

I  little  wife  and  I  were  on  op]x)site  sides  of  a  room,  in 

f  Uie  centre  of  which  was  a  table,  and  the  little  baby 

I  Warted  from  her  mother,  making  her  way  along  under 

1  the  table,  and  finally  reached  lier  father.    And  what 

I  do  you  think  she  did  when  she  arrived  at  her  destinar 

f  Uon  ?    She  just  climbed  up  on  her  father  and  kissed 

I  him  1    And  don't  you  think  he  was  a  happy  man  i    But 

t'trhen  he  awoke  he  found  it  all  &  delusion.     I  am  glad 

Lto  hear  that  slie  enjoys  out-doors,  and  grows,  and  coos, 

ind  laughs.    How  I  would  lovo  to  sec  her  sweet  ways ! 

Xbat  her  little  cliubby  hands  have  lost  their  resem- 

plance  to  niino  is  not  regretted  by  me.  .  .  .  Should  I 
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write  to  you  to  have  any  more  pantaloons  made  for 
me,  please  do  not  have  much  gold  braid  about  them. 
I  became  so  ashamed  of  the  bnjad  gilt  band  that  was 
on  the  cap  you  sent  as  to  induce  me  to  take  it  off.  I 
like  simplicity." 

"Saturday.  Yesterday'  I  received  your  letter,  but 
you  did  not  say  a  ivord  about  coming  to  see  your  <»■ 
poao.  I  do  hope  tliat  ere  this  you  have  received  mine, 
saying  you  coidd  come,  and  that  you  at  once  got  an 
escort  and  started.  There  ia  no  time  for  hesitation  if 
you  have  not  started.  There  is  increasing  iirobabiUty 
that  I  may  be  elsewhere  as  the  season  advances.  But 
don't  come  unless  you  get  a  good  escort.  I  am  not 
certain  that  I  can  get  aocommodationa  for  you ;  but  I 
don't  think  there  will  be  any  difficulty  about  it,  as  I 
hope  some  kind  neighbor  would  try  to  make  us  com- 
fortable for  the  short  time  that  you  may  remain.  I 
think  that  we  might  get  in  at  Mr-  Yerby's.  which  is 
less  than  a  mile  from  my  headquarters." 

Little  Julia  was  nearly  live  months  old  now,  and 
was  plump,  rosy,  and  good,  and  with  her  nurse,  Hetty, 
we  set  out  upon  this  visit,  so  full  of  interest  and  antici- 
pated joys.  We  made  the  journey  safely,  stopping  in 
Richmond  to  spend  Sunday,  and  arrived  at  Guiney's 
Station  at  noon  on  Monday,  the  Sflth  of  April,  Hetty 
and  I  were  all  anxiety  to  have  our  baby  present  her 
best  appearance  for  her  father's  first  sight  of  her,  and 
she  could  not  have  better  realized  our  wishes.  She 
awoke  from  a  long,  refreshing  sleep  just  before  the 
train  stopped,  anti  never  looked  more  bright  and  charm- 
ing.    "When  he  entered  the  coach  to  receive  us.  his 
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rubber  overcoat  was  dripping  from  the  rain  \vhich 
I  was  falling,  but  his  face  was  all  sunshine  and  glutl- 
I  ness;  and,  after  greeting  hia  wife,  it  was  a  piotni-e, 
indeed,  to  sea  liis  look  of  perfect  delight  and  admira- 
tion as  bis  eyes  fell  ujwn  tiiat  baby !  She  was  at  the 
lovely,  smiling  age ;  and  catching  his  eager  luok  of  su- 
preme interest  in  iier,  slie  beamed  her  brightest  and 
sweetest  smiles  upon  hiiii  in  return,  eo  it  seemed  to  be 
a  mutual  fascination.  He  was  afraid  to  take  her  in 
I  his  arms,  with  his  wet  overcoat;  but  as  wo  drove  in 
1  carriage  to  Mr.  Yerby's,  his  face  reflected  all  the 
Kippines.s  and  delight  tliat  wei-e  in  his  heart,  and  he 
sed  much  suq)rise  and  gratitieation  at  her  wize 
ind  beauty,  l^pon  our  arrival  at  the  house  he  speecl- 
Sy  divested  himself  of  his  overcoat,  and,  taking  his 
baby  in  his  arms,  he  caressed  ber  with  the  tenderest 
affection,  and  held  her  long  and  lovingly.  During 
the  whole  of  this  short  visit,  when  be  was  with  us,  be 
rely  had  her  out  of  his  arms,  walking  her,  and  amus- 
f  her  in  every  way  that  he  could  think  of — some- 
i  holding  her  up  l)efore  a  mirror  and  saying,  ad- 
btringly,  "Now,  Miss  Jackson,  look  at  yourself!" 
then  he  would  turn  to  an  old  lady  of  the  family  and 
iny:  "Isn't  she  a  litfli-  gem?"  lie  was  freijuently 
told  that  she  resembled  him,  but  he  would  say :  '■  No, 
3ie  is  too  pretty  to  look  like  me."  When  she  slept  in 
I  day,  he  would  often  kneel  over  her  cradle,  and 
a  upon  ber  little  face  with  the  most  rapt  admira^ 
1,  and  he  said  he  felt  almost  as  if  she  were  an  angel, 
I  her  innocence  and  purity.  I  have  often  wished 
^at  the  picture  which  was  pr€)8ente<l  to  me  of  that 
htber  kneeling  over  the  cradle  of  that  lovely  infant 
fiiould  have  been  put  upon  canvas.     And  yet  with  ail 
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his  fondness  and  devotion  to  the  little  lady,  he  had  no 
idea  of  spoiliiig  her,  as  \vill  be  seen  by  his  uudertuking 
to  teach  her  a  lesson  in  self-control  before  she  was  five 
months  old !  One  day  she  began  to  cry  to  be  taken 
from  the  betl  on  which  she  was  lying,  and  as  soon  as 
her  wisb  Wiis  gratified,  she  ceased  to  cry.  He  laid 
her  back  u|)on  tlie  betl,  and  the  crying  was  renewed 
with. increased  violence.  Of  course,  the  mother-heart 
wished  to  stop  this  by  taking  her  up  again,  but  he  ex- 
claimed :  '■  This  will  never  do !"'  and  commandtHi  "  all 
hands  off"  until  that  little  will  of  her  own  should 
l«  eont|uered.  So  there  she  lay,  kicking  and  scream- 
ing, while  he  stood  over  her  with  as  much  coolness 
and  determination  as  if  he  were  directing  a  battle:  and 
he  was  true  to  the  name  of  Sf'Onewall,  even  in  disci- 
{ilining  a  baby  !  When  she  stopi>e*l  crying  he  would 
take  her  up,  and  if  she  began  to  cry  again  he  would 
lay  hor  down  again,  and  this  he  kept  up  until  finidly 
she  was  completely  conquered,  and  became  perfectly 
quiet  in  his  hands. 

On  the  23d  of  April  (the  day  she  was  five  months 
old)  General  Jackson  had  little  Julia  baptized.  He 
brought  his  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lacy,  to  Mr.  Ver- 
by's,  in  whose  parlor  the  sacred  rite  was  performed, 
in  the  presence  of  the  family,  and  a  number  of  the 
staff-officers.  The  child  liehavetl  beautifully,  and  was 
the  object  of  great  interest  to  her  father's  friends  and 
soldiers.  His  aide,  Mr.  Smith,  tells  bow  he  came  to 
be  present.  Ho  says :  "  I  recall  the  visit  to  Mr.  Yer- 
by^s  to  see  the  baptism  of  little  Julia.  For  Bome 
reason,  Mr.  Lacy  did  not  wish  me  to  go,  and  said  I 
shouldn't  go.  Provoke<l  at  this,  I  went  to  the  gen- 
eral, who  said,  •  Certainlj',  Mr.  Smith,  you  can  go : 
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ask  the  iitht'i-s  to  go  with  you,'  and  I  turned  out  tiie 
whole  party,  making  quite  a  cavalcade  to  ride  to  Mr. 
Yerby's,  I  remember  the  general's  impatience  at  some 
iittlo  delay,  and  the  decided  way  witli  wliich  he  went 
out  and  brought  in  the  child  in  his  arms." 

The  next  Sabbath  was  a  most  memorable  one  to 
me,  being  the  last  uiH>n  which  I  was  privileged  to  at- 
tend divine  service  with  my  husband  on  eartb,  and  to 
trorship  in  camp  with  such  a  company  of  soldiers  as 
1  bad  never  seen  together  in  a  religious  congregation. 
My  husband  took  me  in  an  ambulance  to  his  head- 
quarters, where  the  services  were  held,  and  on  the 
way  were  seen  streams  of  officers  and  soldiers,  some 
riding,  some  walking,  all  wending  their  way  to  the 
place  of  worship.  Arrived  there,  wo  found  Mr.  Lacy 
in  a  tent,  in  which  we  were  seated,  together  with  Gen- 
eral Lee  and  other  distinguished  officers.  I  remember 
bow  reverent  and  impressive  was  General  Lee's  bear- 
ing, and  how  handsome  he  looked,  with  his  splendid 
figure  and  faultless  military  attire.  In  front  of  the 
tent,  under  the  canopy  of  heaven,  were  spread  out  in 
dense  masses  the  soldiers,  sitting  upon  benches  or 
Itanding.  The  preaching  was  earnest  and  edifying, 
tbe  singing  one  grand  volume  of  song,  and  the  atten- 
tion and  goo<l  behavior  of  the  assembly  remarkable. 
Chat  Sabbath  afternoon  my  husband  spent  entirely 
vith  me,  and  his  conversation  was  more  spiritual  than 
C  had  ever  observed  before,  lie  seemed  to  be  giving 
btterance  to  those  religious  meditations  in  which  he 
so  much  delighted.  He  never  appeared  to  be  in  better 
health  than'  at  this  time,  and  I  never  saw  him  look  so 
handsome  and  noble.  We  ha<l  a  large,  comfortable 
^V:Toom  at  Mr.  Yerby's,  which  was  hospitidily  furnished 
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with  tAree  beds.  It  seenia  that  General  TjBC  Lad  been 
an  occupant  of  this  room  befure  us.  for  when  he  called 
on  me  he  facetiously  alluded  to  our  capacious  accom- 
modations, and  said  he  had  written  to  bis  wife  and 
daughters  tliat  if  they  would  come  to  see  him,  he  conld 
entertain  them  all  in  this  ruom .'  This  was  tlie  first 
time  I  met  him,  and  when  the  announcemenl  was 
made  that  ^^  General  J^e  and  hw  «fo^hadcalle<Ito  see 
Mrs.  Jackson,''  I  was  Komewbat  awe-struck  at  the  idea 
of  meeting  the  commander-in-chief,  with  a  retinue  of 
officers,  and  descended  to  the  parlor  with  considerable 
trepidation;  but  I  was  met  by  a  face  so  kind  and/ii- 
therli/,  and  a  greeting  so  conlial,  that  I  was  at  once 
reassiiral  and  put  at  ease.  The  formidable  "staff" 
consisted  of  only  two  or  three  nice-looking,  courteous 
gentlemen,  and  the  call  was  greatly  enjoyed, 

(Teneral  I.oc  was  always  charming  in  the  society  of 
laiiies,  and  often  in<iulged  in  a  playful  way  of  teasing 
them  that  was  quite  amusing.  He  claimed  the  privi- 
lege of  kissing  all  the  pretty  young  girls,  which  was 
regarded  by  them  as  a  special  honor.  A  young  staff- 
officer  relates  that  on  the  occasion  of  a  general  review 
man}'  Indies  tumeil  out  in  carriages  to  witness  the  im- 
posing s]iectacie.  Ho  hcani  one  young  lady  call  out 
to  another  from  her  carriage :  "  General  Lee  kissed  m© 
tiriee .'"  The  exultant  reply  came  back  from  another 
carriage:  "General  Lee  kissed  me /('«r  ^jotit*.'" 

General  Jackson  did  not  permit  the  presence  of  bis 
family  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  his  military  du- 
ties. The  greater  part  of  each  day  ho  s{)cnt  at  his 
headqaartei-s.  but  returned  as  early  as  ho  could  get  off 
from  his  labors,  and  devoted  all  of  his  leisure  time  to 
his  visitors — little  Julia  sharing  his  chief  attention  and 
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oart;.  His  devotion  to  liis  child  was  remarked  upon 
by  all  who  beheld  the  happy  piur  together,  for  she 
s<Kjn  learned  to  delight  in  his  caresses  as  much  as  he 
loved  to  play  witli  her.  An  officer's  wife  who  saw 
him  often  during  this  time  wrote  to  a  friend  in  Kich- 
mond  that  "the  general  spent  all  his  leisure  time  in 
playing  with  the  baby." 

One  morning  he  rode  over  from  headquarters  upon 
his  handsome  baj'  horse,  "  Superior,"  wishing  to  show 
me  his  fine  present ;  and  after  bringing  him  up  to  the 
steps  of  the  bouse  and  showing  him  oif,  ho  remounted 
him,  and  gallopeil  away  at  such  a  John  (iilpin  sjieed 
that  his  cap  was  soon  lx>rno  ol!  by  [he  velocity;  but 
he  did  not  stop  to  pick  it  up,  leaving  this  to  his  order- 
ly behind  him,  who  found  great  difficulty  in  keeping 
even  in  sight  of  hiio.  As  far  as  lie  could  be  seen,  he 
was  flying  like  the  wind — the  impersonation  of  fear- 
lessness and  manly  vigor. 

It  was  during  these  last  hajipy  days  that  he  sat  for 
the  last  picture  tliat  was  taken  of  him— the  three-quar- 
ters view  of  his  face  and  head — the  favorite  picture 
with  his  old  soldiers,  as  it  is  the  most  soldierly-look- 
;  but,  to  my  mind,  not  so  pleasing  as  the  full-face 
I  view  which  was  taken  in  the  spring  of  18112,  at  Win- 
Eiobester,  and  which  has  more  of  the  beaming  sunUght 
■of  his  home-Jool:     The  last  i>ictnre  was  taken  by  an 
(artist  who  came  to  Mr,  Ycrliy's  and  asked  permission 
)  photograph  him,  which  he  at  6rst  declined ;  but  as 
!  never  presented  a  (iner  appeanince  in  health  and 
s  (wearing  the  handsome  suit  given  him  by  Gen- 
ral  Stuart),  I  persuaded  him  to  sit  for  bis  picture. 
r  arranging  his  hair  m^'8elf,  which  was  unusually 
;  for  him,  and  curled  in  large  ringlets,  he  sat  in 
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the  haJl  of  the  house,  where  a  strong  wiml  blew  in  his 
face,  causing  him  to  frown,  and  giving  a  sternness  to 
his  counteuance  that  was  not  natural ;  but  in  spite  of 
tiiis,  some  fine  copies  have  Ijeen  produced  from  the 
original.  The  very  best  is  Elder's  grand  portrait- 
painted  for  the  late  Mr.  W,  W,  Corcoran,  of  Wash- 
ington. During  a  visit  of  my  daughter  and  myself  to 
Mr.  Coi-corau,  a  few  years  since,  he  asked  us  to  walk 
with  him  into  his  salon,  saying  he  had  there  some- 
thing to  show  us.  Without  another  word,  be  led  us 
up  in  front  of  this  portrait,  and  as  the  child  stood 
transfixed  before  the  splendid  representation  of  the 
father,  whose  memory  she  so  revered,  the  dear  old 
man  steppeti  forward,  and,  lifting  up  the  pathetic  young 
face,  tenderly  kissed  her.  Tiiis  portrait,  together  with 
a  companion  picture  of  General  Lee,  was  given  by 
Mr.  Coi'coran  to  the  Art  G-allery  in  Washington,  which 
was  founded  by  him  and  bears  his  honored  name. 

Our  military  leaders  had  diligently  employed  the 
winter  months  in  preparing  their  troops  for  the  (great- 
est efficiency  in  the  approaching  campaign.  When 
the  spring  opened,  General  Lee  found  himself  at  the 
head  of  an  army  unsurpassed  in  discipline  and  all  the 
hardy  virtues  of  the  soldier,  strengthened  by  the  addi- 
tions of  the  winter,  reinvigorated  by  the  compactness 
and  order  which  had  been  given  to  its  organization, 
with  an  enthusiasm  acquired  by  a  long  aeries  of  vic- 
tories, and  ready  to  add  to  that  series  a  triumph  more 
remarlcablc  and  illustrious  than  any  of  its  predeces- 
sors. . . .  General  Jackson's  corps  grew  in  three  months 
from  twenty-live  to  thirty-three  thousand  muskets. 
.  .  .  The  splendid  morale'  of  this  army  did  not  need 
improvement,  but  it  enabled  it  to  bear,  without  in- 
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jury,  the  privations  ami  hardships  of  the  winter.  In- 
anfficient  clothing  ami  scanty  rations  produced  no 
effect  aiK)n  it." 

Tiieir  leader  manifested  less  reserve  than  formerly 
in  expressing  his  opinion  of  the  general  principles 
which  should  govern  the  Confcdemte  side  in  the 
continuance  of  the  war.  With  great  decision  and 
emphasis  he  said  :  "  We  most  make  this  campaign  an 
excee<iingly  active  one.  Only  thus  can  a  weaker 
country  cope  with  a  stronger ;  it  must  make  up  in 
activity  what  it  lacks  in  strength.  A  defensive  cam- 
paign can  only  be  made  successful  by  taking  the  ag- 
gressive at  the  proper  time.  Napoleon  never  wait- 
ed for  his  adversary  to  become  fully  prepared,  but 
struck  him  the  first  blow," 

But  aa  the  campaign  drew  on  apace,  my  delightful 
visit  was  destinetl  to  come  to  an  end.  My  husband 
had  loved  to  dwell  with  devout  thankfulness  upon 
the  happy  winter  wo  had  spent  together  in  Winches- 
ter; but  this  last  visit  exceeded  that  in  happiness,  for 
it  had  the  additional  charm  and  the  attraction  of  the 
lovely  child  that  God  had  given  us,  and  this  greatly 
intensified  his  delight  and  onjoymt-nt. 

My  visit  had  lasted  only  nine  days,  when  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  29th  of  April  we  were  arousetl 
by  a  messenger  at  our  door  saying,  "  General  Early's 
adjutant  wishes  to  see  General  Jackson."  As  he 
arose,  he  said.  "  That  looks  as  if  Hooker  were  cross- 
ing." He  hurried  down-stairs,  and,  soon  returning, 
told  me  that  his  surmise  was  correct — Hooker  was 
crossing  the  river,  and  that  he  must  go  immediately 
to  the  scene  of  action.  From  the  indications  he 
'  thought  a  battle  xvas  imminent,  and  under  the  cir- 
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cnmstances  he  w&a  unwilling  for  us  to  remain  in  so 
exposed  a  situation  as  Mi-,  Verby's,  He  therefore 
(lirectotl  ine  to  prepare  to  start  for  Richmond  at  a 
moment's  notice,  promising  to  return  himself  to  see 
us  off  if  possible,  and  if  not,  he  would  send  mj  broth- 
er Joseph.  After  a  lender  and  hasty  good-by,  ho 
hurried  off  without  breakfast.  Scarcely  liad  he  gone, 
when  the  roar  of  cannons  began — volley  after  volley 
following  in  quick  succession — the  house  shaking  and 
windows  rattling  from  the  reverberations,  thi-owing 
the  family  into  great  panic,  and  causing  the  wildest 
excitement  among  all  the  occupants  of  the  place.  Jly 
hasty  prejKirationa  for  leaving  were  hardly  complete 
when  Mr.  I-acy,  the  chaplain,  camo  with  an  ambu- 
lance, saying  he  had  been  sent  by  General  Jackson  to 
convey  liis  family  to  the  milroud  station  sis  speedCv 
as  possible,  in  onler  to  catch  the  morning  train  to 
Biohmond.  My  brothor  Joseph,  seeing  General  Jack- 
son's need  of  his  services,  had  requested  that  Mr, 
Lacy  should  be  sent  in  his  stead  as  my  escort.  Ho 
brought  a  cheerful  note  from  my  liusband,  expL-iining 
why  he  could  not  leave  his  jiost,  and  invoking  God's 
care  and  blessing  upon  us  in  our  sudden  departure, 
and  especially  was  he  tender  and  loving  in  his  men- 
tion of  the  baby. 

A  rapid  and  continuous  rattle  of  musketry  showed 
that  the  battle  was  now  under  way.  and  before  we 
left  Mr.  Yerby's  yard  wo  sjiw  several  wounded  sol- 
diers brought  in  and  phicod  in  the  out-houses,  which 
the  surgeons  were,  arranging  as  temporarj'  hospitals. 
This  was  my  nearest  and  only  glimiise  of  the  actual 
horrors  of  the  battle-fh-ld,  and  the  reader  can  imagine 
how  sad  and  harrowing  was  my  tb-ive  to  the  station 
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on  tliat  ternble  morning!  The  distance  was  several 
miles,  and  as  we  journeyed  along  over  a  newly  cut 
road,  filled  with  stumps  and  roots,  we  could  liear  the 
sounds  of  battle,  and  my  heart  was  Iieavy  with  fore- 
boding and  dread.  "We  were  in  good  time  for  the 
train,  and  hut  few  (jaasengers  were  aboard— only  two 
tliat  ma<le  any  impi'essi(m  upon  me,  and  these  were  a 
pretty,  young  Creole  mother  and  a  little  boy  from 
New  Orleans,  who,  like  myself,  had  been  paying  a 
visit  to  a  soldier  husband  and  father,  and  were  now  flee- 
ing for  safety.  In  a  few  houi-s  we  were  in  Richmond, 
among  kinrl  friends,  for  all  Southern  hearts  were 
iKJund  by  a  strong  tie  in  the  common  cause  for  which 
so  many  brave  hearts  were  battling. 

But  we  must  now  return  to  General  Jackson. 
Hastening  to  his  command,  his  first  order  was  to  de- 
spatch one  of  his  aides  to  inform  General  Lee  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  The  commander-in-chief 
was  found  sitting  in  his  tent,  and  replietl  with  his  ac- 
customed pleasantry  to  the  message,  saying :  "  Well, 
I  heard  firing,  and  1  was  beginning  to  think  it  was 
time  some  of  you  lazy  young  fellows  were  coming  to 
tell  me  what  it  was  all  about.  Say  to  General  Jack- 
son that  he  knows  just  as  well  what  to  do  with  the 
enemy  as  I  do." 

Thus  left  to  his  own  responsibility,  Jackson  had 
his  corps  under  arms  as  speedily  as  possible,  but  soon 
ascertained  from  the  cavalry  pickets  of  General  Stuart 
that  the  crossing  of  the  enemy  below  Frederiolcsburg, 
which  was  now  engaging  his  attention,  was  only  a 
feint  to  cover  the  movements  of  still  larger  forces, 
which  were  effecting  passages  higher  up  the  Rappa- 
hannock,  and   some   miles   west   of  Freilericksburg. 


432  !■»■£   OF  GESERAL  THOMAS  J.  JACKaoX. 

These  forces  raarclied  down  towards  Chancellorsville, 
fifteen  miles  west  of  fi-edericksburg,  where  General 
Hooker  was  himself  in  commaml,  and  was  massing 
his  vast  army. 

On  tht>  opening  of  this  campaign,  when  General 
Jackson  broke  up  his  quarters,  it  was  observed  that 
a  wondrous  change  came  over  him.  From  the  quiet, 
patient,  but  arduous  laborer  over  his  daily  tasks,  he 
seemed  transformed  into  a  thunder-bolt  of  ^var.  80 
instinct  with  animation,  energy,  and  indomitable  will 
did  he  appear  that  even  his  figure  assumed  more 
erectness,  his  step  a  quicker  firmness,  and  his  whc^e 
bearing  realized  the  ideal  of  a  soldier,  as  one  inspired 
by  the  consciousness  of  power.  His  mind  was  clear 
and  bis  action  prompt :  nothing  did  he  overlook  or 
neglect  which  could  add  to  the  efficiency  of  his  corps. 

Before  ordering  his  tents  to  be  struck,  his  last  act 
was  to  dismount  from  Lis  horse  and  seek  the  privacy 
of  his  own  tent.  His  servant  Jim,  to  whom  he  had 
thrown  the  reins,  raised  his  hand  to  the  bustling  crowd 
around,  as  a  warning  gesture,  and  in  a  loud  whisper 
said:  "Hush!  .  .  .  The  general  is  praying !"  Silence 
immediately  fell  ujion  the  camp,  and  was  maintaine<l 
until  the  curtain  was  withdrawn  and  the  Christian 
warrior  came  forth  from  his  closet,  where  he  had  drunk 
of  the  inspiration  that  comes  only  from  above,  which 
makes  a  man  "strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power 
of  His  might." 

Procewling  to  the  Held,  General  Jackson  managed, 
with  bis  usual  skill,  to  escajw  the  notice  of  the  enemy, 
and  put  his  column  in  motion  at  three  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  30th.  in  obedience  to  General  Lee's 
onler  to  go  to  the  support  of  two  divisions  which  had 
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already  been  sent  to  arrest  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
which  be  accomplisbeil  by  threatening  their  flank,  upon 
which  they  fell  back  to  Chancellorsville,  where,  accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  General  Lee,  they  "  had  assumed 
a  position  of  great  natural  strength,  surroundeti  on 
all  sides  by  a  dense  forest,  filled  with  a  tangled  under- 
growth, in  the  inidst  of  which  breastworks  of  logs  had 
been  constructed,  with  trees  felled  in  front,  so  as  to 
form  an  almost  impenetrable  abatis.  Their  artillery 
swept  tlie  few  narrow  roads  by  which  the  position 
could  be  approached  from  the  front,  and  cominunded 
the  adjacent  woods." 

To  attack  this  stronghold  would  cost  a  fruitless 
waste  of  life,  and  the  Confederates  attempted  nothing 
that  day  beyond  some  skirmishing  along  the  lines. 
That  night,  the  let  of  May,  Generals  Lee  and  Jackson 
bivouacked  upon  a  knoU  covered  with  pine-ti-ees.  the 
fallen  leaves  affording  tUem  tlie  <jnly  means  of  repose ; 
but  little  did  they  think  of  sleep,  and  long  and  earnest 
were  their  consultations,  for  the  situation  of  affairs 
was  of  the  gravest  and  moat  serious  aspect. 

Longstreet,  with  a  part  of  his  corps,  was  absent; 
Early  lia*l  been  left  at  Fredericksburg  to  conceal  Jack- 
son's de^mrture,  and  to  dispute  the  heights  of  that 
place  with  Sedgwick ;  and  Lee's  army,  thus  diminished, 
was  left  \vitli  only  forty-three  thousand  meu  to  battle 
against  Hooker  with  sixty  thousand.  The  Federal 
cavalry,  in  large  force,  had  also  broken  through  the 
Confederate  lines,  and  was  making  a  raid  southwanl. 
with  the  object  of  cutting  off  General  Lee's  commu- 
aications  with  Richmond.  General  Stuart  now  joined 
tbeni,  and  re|>orted  that,  while  Hooker's  situation  was 
seemingly  impregnable,  with  liis  whole  force  massed 
28 


434 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  THOMAS  J.  JACKSOK. 


around  Chancellorsville,  yet  his  encampments  were 
open  upon  the  west  and  northwest,  and  the  greater 
part  of  his  cavalry  were  absent  on  the  southern  raid. 
Lung  and  nnxiousl}'  did  the  two  Confwlerate  leaders 
consnlt  on  that  memorable  night,  and  they  both  agreed 
that  Hooker  must  be  attacked  at  once,  or  all  would 
be  lost.  Finally  they  laid  themselves  down  uixin  the 
pine  leaves  to  take  a  few  hours  of  much-neeiled  repose. 
Jackson's  mind  seemed  to  liave  been  upon  everything 
more  than  himself,  and  he  bad  neglected  to  provide 
a  covering  or  wrap  of  any  kind,  lie  was  urged  by 
young  Pendleton  of  his  staff  to  accept  bis  overcoat, 
but  was  unwilling  to  deprive  bim  of  it,  and  declined. 
The  thoughtful  young  man  then  detached  the  birge 
cape  of  the  garment  and  spread  it  over  his  general; 
but  as  soon  as  Pendleton  fell  asleej),  Jackson  rose 
and  carefully  placed  the  cape  over  him,  preferring  to 
endure  the  cold  himself  to  depriving  a  friend  of  his 
comfort.  The  next  morning  he  aivoke  with  a  cold, 
but  he  did  not  speak  of  it.  In  the  gray  light  of  dawn 
his  chapbiin  found  him  sitting  on  a  cracker-box.  and 
shivering  over  a  little  fire.  He  invited  Mr.  J^cy  to 
take  a  seat  by  him,  and  asked  him  to  give  him  all  the 
information  he  could  about  the  by-roads  of  that  region 
— the  minister  being  acquainted  with  the  country,  as 
he  once  had  a  charge  in  that  vicinity.  He  took  a  p«i- 
cil  and  an  outline  map  out  of  bis  pocket,  and  requested 
Mr.  Lacy  to  mark  down  all  the  roads  for  him.  He  also 
sent  his  topographical  engineer,  Major  Jed.  Hotchkiss, 
now  of  Staunton,  Virginia,  to  insi)ect  the  countrj-,  and 
procured  the  services  of  a  guide  from  the  neigh  Ijorhood 
to  find  out  some  avenue  by  which  he  might  pass  sivjftly 
and  unobserved  around  the  flank  of  Hooker's  army. 
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The  needed  information  was  soon  obtained.    Seat- 
ed upon  two  cracker-boxes,  the  debris  of  an  issue 
of  Federal   rations  tbe  day  before,  the  Confederate 
leaders  held  their  consultation.     With  a  map  before 
him,  Jackson  suggested  making  a  long  circuit,  sweep- 
ing clear  round  Hooker's  right,  and  so  making  the 
attack  on  his  rear.     I,,ee  inquired  with  what  force  lie 
would  do  thisi     Jackson  replied,  "With  my  whole 
[  corps  present."'      Lee  then  asked  what  would  bo  left 
to  him  with  which  to  resist  an  advance  of  the  enemy 
towards  Fredericksburg!  *' The  divisions  of  Anderson 
I  and  McLaws,''  said  Jackson,     For  a  moment  Lee  re- 
flected on  the  audacity  of  this  plan  in  the  face  of 
Hooker's  superior  numbers.    To  divide  his  army  into 
two  parts  and  place  the  whole  Federal  fores  between 
them  was  extremely  hazartlous.     But  it  was  impos- 
sible to  attack  their  position  in  front  without  terrible 
loss.     The  very  boldness  of  the  pmposed  movement, 
I  if  executefl  with  secrecy  and  despatch,  was  an  earnest 
I  of  success.    Jackson  was  directed  to  carry  out  the 
(.plan. 

Soon  after  the  dawn  of  <lay  he  began  the  march 
I  with  his  corps,  who,  comprehending  intuitively  that 
I  their  leader  was  engaged  in  one  of  his  masterly  flank 
I  movements,  and  catching  their  inspiration  from  his 
I  own  eagerness  and  enthusiasm,  pressed  rapidly  for- 
)  ward,  over  the  narrow  country  roads.    This  raove- 
Bflient  was  not  altogether  un])erceive<l  by  the  Federals, 
Vbut  they  interpreted  so  early  a  march  southward  as 
1  a  retreat  towards  Richmonil.     Some  slight  skirmish- 
ing of  artillery  and  riflemen  was  attempted,  but  did 
not  last  long,  and  Hooker  seemed  to  bo  awaiting  fur- 
tlier  developments.    By  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
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Jackson  hod  marchetl  fifteen  miles,  and  wa«  six  miles 
west  of  Chancellorsville,  occupying  precisely  the  up- 
posite  side  of  tbe  enemy  to  that  held  by  General  Lee. 
It  nas  here  that  be  addressed  his  last  official  note  tu 
his  commander,  wliich  was  as  follows: 

"Near  8  p.m.,  May  2<1,  1808. 
"  General, — The  enemy  has  made  a  stand  at  Chan- 
cellor's,  which  is  about  two  miles  from  ('liancellore- 
ville.    I  liojK),  so  soon  as  practicable,  to  attack. 

"  I  trast  that  an  ever-kind  Providwjce  will  bless  iis 
with  success. 

"  Respectfully. 

"  T.  ,1.  Jackson.  Lieutenant-General. 
"  General  Robert  E.  Lee. 

"P.  S.— The  leading  division  is  up,  and  the  next 
two  appear  to  be  well  closed,  T.  .7.  .1." 

Stuart  was  covering  this  Sank  movement  with  his 
vigilant  cavalry,  and  from  his  outposts  Jackson 
was  able  to  gain  a  glimpse  of  the  enemy's  position, 
which  satisfied  hlni  tlmt  he  had  obtained  tbe  desired 
vantage-ground  from  which  to  attack. 

The  country  around  Chancellorsville  is  densely 
wooded  with  scrub  oak  and  pine,  which,  with  tan- 
gle<l  undergrowth,  form  almost  impenetrable  depths 
from  which  it  is  appropriately  culled  "The  Wilder- 
ness,"  But  in  the  open  fields  near  the  old  Wilder- 
ness Tavern,  General  Jackson  found  space  in  which 
to  draw  up  his  trooi>8.  lie  formed  them  in  three  par- 
allul  lines,  and  selected  two  picked  batteries  to  move 
down  the  turnpike,  which  marked  the  centrn  of  bis 
Unes— the  thick  forests  into  which  he  was  about  to 
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jrfange  affording  no  possible  jTOsition  for  the  rest  of 
his  artillery.  By  six  o'clock  ail  was  in  reaiiiness  fur 
the  atlvance,  and  at  the  ^vort\  of  comnisiiKl  the  three 
linea  cliai^e<l  forward,  rushing-  with  all  the  sjieed  it 
waa  possible  to  malce  tlirough  the  forests  and  dense 
brushivotxl.  which  almost  tore  the  clothing  of  the 
soldiers  from  their  bodies,  and  compelled  them  to 
creep  through  many  places;  but  still  they  pressed 
on.  as  IjGst  they  could.  The  following  description  of 
what  followed  is  taken  from  "The  Battle-Fields  of 
Virginia:" 

"  The  forest  was  full  of  game,  which,  startled  from 
their  hiding-places  by  the  unusual  presence  of  man. 
ran  in  numl>ers  to  and  over  the  Federal  lines.  Deer 
leaped  over  the  works  at  Talley's,  and  dashed  into 
the  wood  behind.  The  Federal  troops  had  in  most 
'Cases  their  arms  stacked,  and  were  eating  supper. 
All  danger  was  thought  to  he  over  for  the  night. 
The  startled  game  gave  the  first  intimation  of  Jack- 
son's approiich.  But  bo  little  was  it  suspected  or 
'believed  that  the  suggestion  was  treated  as  a  jest. 
Presently  the  bugles  were  heard  through  which 
onlers  were  pjisaed  along  the  Confederate  lines.  This 
excited  still  more  remark.  Ere  it  had  been  long 
discassed,  however,  there  came  the  sound  of  a  few 
strag^ing  shots  from  the  skirmishers,  then  a  mighty 
cheer,  and  in  a  moment  more  Jackson  was  upon  them. 
A  terrible  volley  from  his  line  of  battle  poured  amcing 
the  Union  troops  ere  they  could  recover  from  their 
surprise.  Those  in  line  returned  a  scattered  tire; 
others  seized  their  arms  and  attempted  to  form. 
Officers  tried   to  steadv  their  men  and  lead  them  to 
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meet  tlie  attack.  All  was  in  vain.  .  .  .  Like  a  tor- 
nado the  Confederate  lines  pass  over  tbe  groond, 
breaking!;,  crushing,  crumbling  Howard's  corps.  Artil- 
lery, wagons,  aml3ulaii(ie9,  are  driven  in  frantic  panic 
to  the  rear,  and  double  tlie  confusion,  Tlie  ront  is 
utter  and  hopeless.  The  mass  of  pursuers  and  pur- 
sued roll  on  until  the  position  of  ilelzi  Chancellor's 
is  reached.  Here  a  strong  line  of  works  ha«L  been 
constructed  across  the  road,  which,  having  a  shal- 
low ditch,  could  be  made  to  face  in  either  direction. 
,  .  .  Some  of  t^churz'8  men  rally  on  Buschbeck, 
and  for  a  short  time  the  Confederate  advance  is  ar- 
rested. But  Jackson  cannot  long  be  held  back.  Col- 
ston's division  has  eagerly  pressed  on,  and  is  already 
commingled  with  Rodes's.  Together  they  charge 
with  a  yell;  and  in  a  few  moments  the  works  are 
taken,  rell-niell  now  rush  the  Eleventh  Corps,  the 
last  semblance  of  organization  gone,  through  the 
forest,  towards  Chanceliorsville.  Onwaiil  sweep  the 
Confedenites  in  hot  pursuit.  The  arms,  knapsacks, 
and  afiooutrements  of  the  fugitives  till  the  woods. 
Artillery  carriages  are  to  be  seen  overturned  in  the 
narrow  roads,  or  hopelessly  jammed  in  the  impene- 
trable jungle.  The  wounded  and  dying,  with  their 
groans,  fiU  the  forest  on  every  aide.  The  day  is  ra|>- 
idly  drawing  to  a  close;  night  comes  to  add  confa- 
sion  to  the  scene.  It  had  been  impossible  in  the  bruad 
daylight,  owing  tt)  tbe  intricacy  of  the  forest,  to  pre- 
vent a  commingling  uf  regiments  and  brigatles  along 
the  Confederat^f  lines.  The  confusion  thus  produced 
is  greatly  increased  by  the  darkness.  In  a  brush- 
wood so  dense  that  it  is  impossible,  under  favorable 
circumstances,  to   see  thirty  yards  in   any  direction. 
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companies,  regiments,  brigades,  become  inextricably 
interuiixed.  Colston's  division,  formiug  the  second 
line,  has  already  become  merged  with  Rodes's.  JSoth 
move  on  in  one  confused  mass.  The  right  of  the 
Confederate  line  soon  reaches  an  abatis  which  has 
been  felled  to  protect  the  approach  to  some  woods 
on  the  opposite  heights.  The  troops,  already  disor- 
dered, become  still  more  so  among  the  felled  limber. 
Behind  this  abatis  some  troops  and  artillery  have 
been  gathered  to  make  a  stand.  Ilodes  finds  it  im- 
possible to  push  farther  until  the  lines  ca,n  be  re- 
farmed.  The  right  is  tirst  halted,  and  then  the  whole 
Confederate  line.  Uodes  sends  word  at  once  to  Jack- 
son, requesting  that  the  third  line  (A.  P.  Hill's   divi- 

I  eioD)  be  sent  forward  to  take  the  advance  until  the 

1  first  and  second  can  be  reformed. 

'•  While  this  was  being  done,  there  wasa  lull  in  the 

[  storm  of  battle.     Jackson  had  paused  for  a  time  in 

this  pursuit;    Honker    was   attempting   to   stop  and 
reform  his  flying  legions."' 


During  tliis  splendid  charge  Jackson  was  the  im- 
1  personation  of  military  enthusiasm,  dasbing  on  at  the 
head  of  his  men,  with  the  words  of  command,  "For- 
ward!" "Press  on!"  continually  ringing  from  his 
iij».  He  leaned  forward  uiwii  his  horse,  and  waved 
his  hand,  as  though  by  its  single  strength  he  were 
trying  to  impel  his  men  onwai-d.  As  cheer  after 
cheer  rose  from  the  Confederate  line,  announcing 
new  successes,  his  flashing  eyes  and  glowing  cheeks 
allowed  how  deeply  he  was  moved,  and  he  was  ob- 
served frequently  to  look  upwards  and  lift  his  right 
hand  to  heaven  in  prayer  and  tlianksgiving. 
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Thus  far  his  most  sanguine  tioi>eB  luu!  been  real- 
ized. His  flank  movement  waa  a  brilliant  success — 
the  enemy  bad  been  snrpriaed,  and  their  right  llank 
been  driven  back  in  confusion.  But  be  knew  tlinl 
much  had  yet  to  l>e  ilone  Ijefore  the  victory  could  bt 
complete.  The  first  blow  must  be  followeil  by  others. 
He  therefore  dee|>ly  regretted  the  disorder  in  which  , 
his  own  lines  had  fallen.  After  marching  twenty 
miles,  and  lighting  over  three  miles  of  ditlicalt  ground. 
it  was  no  wonder  that  the  men,  feeling  assured  of 
victory,  halted  from  weariuees  and  broke  ranks,  as 
tbongh  the  day's  work  were  done.  But  though  the 
enemy  had  been  driven  from  an  important  defence, 
which  might  be  reocoupied  at  any  moment  if  the  Con- 
federates failed  to  seize  it.  Jackson  saw  that  every- 
thing depended  on  immediately  reforming  his  lines. 
He  despatclied  his  staff  in  every  direction  to  order 
the  otHcei-B  to  get  the  men  back  into  ranks  and  press 
forward.  Dashing  along  the  lines  himself,  almost 
unattended,  he  kept  sjiying;  "Men,  get  into  linel  get 
into  line!  Wliose  regiment  is  this!  Colonel,  get 
your  men  instantly  into  lino."  Turning  to  an  officer 
who  came  u]i  to  re^wjrt,  he  said:  "Find  General 
Rodcs,  and  tell  him  ti;i  occupy  that  barricade  at  once 
with  his  troops."  lie  then  added:  "  I  need  your  help 
for  a  time ;  this  disorder  must  be  corrected.  As  you 
go  along  the  right,  tell  tlie  troops,  from  me,  to  get 
into  line,  and  preserve  their  order." 

After  tliis  strenuous  effort  to  restore  order  to  liis 
lines,  he  rode  forward  to  make  a  reoonnoissance  him- 
self, and  found  that  Hooker  was  indeed  advancing  a 
powerful  body  of  fresh  troops  in  liis  direction.  Being 
pressed  in  front  by  General  Lee.  the  Federal  com- 
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mander  turned  ii]k)U  the  foe  in  the  rear,  and  endeuv- 
ored  to  recapture  the  a]l-iin]H)rtatit  barricade.  General 
Jackson,  accompanied  l>y  a  |mrt  of  his  staff  and  sev- 
era!  couriers,  advanced  on  the  turnpike  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  enemy  alwut  a  hundi-eii  yanis,  when  he 
was  fired  npon  by  a  volley  of  musketry  from  bia 
right  fnmi.  The  bullets  ivbistled  among  the  ]«irty, 
and  strnok  several  horses.  This  fire  was  evidently 
from  the  enemy,  and  one  of  his  men  caught  his  bridle- 
rein  and  said  to  him:  " (General  Jackson,  you  should 
not  expose  yourself  so  much."  "  There  is  no  danger," 
he  replied,  "  the  enemy  is  routed.  Go  back  and  tell 
General  Hill  to  press  on."  But  in  order  to  screen 
himself  from  the  flying  bullets,  he  rode  from  the  road 
to  the  left  and  rear.  The  small  trees  and  brusbwood 
being  very  dense,  it  was  difHcult  to  effect  a  passage 
on  horseback.  While  riding  as  rapidly  as  possible  to 
the  rear,  he  came  in  front  of  his  own  line  of  battle, 
who,  having  no  idea  that  he,  or  any  one  but  the  enemy, 
was  in  tbeir  front,  cind  mistaking  the  party  for  a  boily 
of  Federal  cavalry,  opened  a  sharp  Hre  upon  them. 
From  this  volley  General  Jackson  received  his  mortal 
wounds.  His  right  hand  was  pierced  by  a  bullet,  his 
left  arm  was  shattered  by  two  balls,  one  above  and 
one  below  the  elbow,  breaking  the  bones  and  sever- 
ing the  main  artery.  His  horse,  "  Little  Sorrel,"  ter- 
rified by  the  nearness  and  suddenness  of  the  fire, 
I  dashed  otf  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  and  it  was 
with  great  dilticulty  that  he  could  control  hira — his 
bridle  band  Ijeing  helpless,  and  the  tangled  bnish- 
woo<l,  through  which  he  was  borne,  almost  drag- 
gina;  him  from  his  seat.  Ifiit  he  seized  the  reins  with 
bis  right  band,  and,  arresting  the  flight  of  liis  horse. 
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brought  hiin  back  into  his  own  lines,  where,  fdmost 
fainting,  he  was  assisted  to  the  ground  by  Captain 
Wilboume,  his  signal  officer.  By  this  fire  several  of 
his  escort  were  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  former 
was  the  gallant  Captain  Boswell,  and  every  horse 
which  was  not  shot  down  wheeled  hack  in  terror, 
bearing  his  rider  towards  the  advancing  enemy.  The 
firing  was  arrested  by  Lieutenant  Morrison,  who, 
after  his  horse  was  killed  under  him,  ran  to  the  front 
of  the  tiring  line,  and  with  much  difficulty  in  making 
himself  heard,  told  them  they  were  firing  into  their 
own  men.  As  soon  as  this  was  effected,  he  returned 
to  find  his  general  lying  prostrate  upon  tlio  ground, 
with  Captain  Wilbourne  and  Mr.  "Winn  by  his  side. 
Ho  was  wearing  at  the  time  an  india-rubber  over- 
coat over  his  uniform,  as  a  protection  from  the  damp- 
ness of  the  night,  Tliis  AVUIxmrne  was  ripping  up 
with  a  penknife  to  get  at  the  wounded  ana  and 
Btanch  its  bleeding.  General  A.  P.  Hill,  who  was 
neiir  by,  was  speedily  informed  of  the  disaster  and 
came  at  once.  Dismounting  from  his  horse,  he  bent 
down  and  asked,  "  General,  are  yon  much  hurt  V-  lie 
replied,  "Yes,  general,  I  think  ]  am;  and  all  my 
wounds  were  from  my  own  men.  1  believe  ray  arm 
18  broken ;  it  gives  me  severe  pain."  "Are  you  hurt 
elsewhere,  general  J"  he  was  asked.  "  Yes,  in  my  right 
hand."  But  when  asked  afterwards  if  it  should  be 
bound  up,  he  said:  "No,  never  mind;  it  is  a  trifle," 
And  yet  two  of  the  bones  were  broken,  and  the  pafm 
was  almost  pierced  through !  Amidst  all  his  sutTer- 
ings  he  uttered  no  complaint,  and  answered  all  ques- 
tions in  a  jjerfectty  calm  and  self-posHessed  tone.  He 
asked  for  Dr.  McGuire,  but  when  told  that  be  was 


engaged  in  his  duties  far  in  tho  rear,  he  saiJ  to  Cap-- 
tain  Wilbourne:  "Then  I  ivisb  you  to  get  me  a  skil- 
ful surgeon."  General  Hill  stated  that  a  Dr.  Barr 
was  near  at  hand,  and  he  was  immediately  summoned, 
Upon  his  arrival,  General  Jackson  whispered  to  Gen- 
eral Hill:  "Is  he  a  sl<ilful  siirgeoni"  The  answer 
was  that  he  stood  high  in  his  brigade,  and  alt  that 
would  be  required  of  him  would  be  to  take  precau- 
tionary measures  until  Dr  McGuire  could  arrive.  To 
this  General  Jackson  answerec),  "Very  good."  His 
field-glass  and  haversack  were  removed  from  his  per- 
son, and  the  latter  was  found  to  cuntam  only  a  few 
oifjcial  papers  and  two  religious  tracts.  While  the 
sufferer  was  still  lying  prostrate,  with  a  cii-cle  of 
his  ministering  attendants  around  hira,  two  Federal 
soldiers,  with  muskets  coclied,  wiilked  out  from  the 
brushwood,  and  approached  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
group.  Genera!  Hill,  in  a  perfectly  quiet  tone  and 
manner,  turned  and  said :  '•  Take  charge  of  tliose  men." 
In  an  instant  two  orderlies  sprang  forwanl  and  seized 
their  gnns,  which  the  astonished  soldiers  yielded  with- 
out any  resistance.  Lieutenant  Morrison,  hearing 
voices  in  the  direction  of  tlio  enemy,  8tep[)ed  to  the 
edge  of  the  wood  to  reconnoitre,  and  in  the  moon- 
light saw  a  section  of  artillery  being  unlimticred  not 
over  a  hundred  yards  distant.  Returning  with  all 
haste,  he  reported  the  fact,  when  General  Hill  gave 
orders  that  General  Jackson  should  immediately  be 
carried  to  tlie  rear,  and  that  no  one  should  tell  the 
troops  that  he  was  wounded.  Remounting  his 
horse,  he  returneil  to  his  own  command,  and  was 
Boon  afterwards  himself  disabled  by  a  wound.  Lieu- 
tenants Smith  and  Morrisoo,  Captain  Leigh,  of  Gea- 
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eral  IliU's  st*ff,  with  a  courier,  now  took  General 
Jadcson  up  in  their  anns.  but  after  bearing  him  a 
short  distance,  be  tokl  them  t)iut  he  suffered  so  inucb 
pain  from  being  can'ie<l  that  be  would  try  to  T\-alk, 
and  after  they  assisted  him  to  his  feet,  he  did  walk 
as  far  as  the  turnpike. 

Just  as  they  reached  the  road,  the  battery  which 
had  been  seen  to  unlimber  swept  over  them  a  volley 
of  caniater-sliot— the  balls  hissing  through  tlie  air, 
and  crashing  through  the  trees,  but  fortunately  pass- 
ing over  their  heads.  The  whole  party  then  lay  down 
on  the  side  of  the  nmd,  shielding  the  general,  as  far 
as  possible,  by  placing  him  on  the  lowest  ground. 
While  lying  here,  the  earth  around  them  was  torn 
up  by  shot,  covering  them  with  dust,  and  a  hurricane 
of  lea<l  and  canister  dashed  against  the  flinty  gravel 
and  stones  of  the  road,  making  it  literally  glow  with 
flashes  and  streaks  of  fire.  So  furious  and  deadly 
was  the  temiwst,  that  the  escajw  of  any  of  the  imrty 
seemed  miraculous.  Once  (Teneral  Jackson  attempted 
to  rise,  but  was  restrained  by  his  attendants,  who 
sought  to  protect  him  with  their  own  bodies.  Lieu- 
tenant Smith  threw  his  arm  over  him,  holding  him 
down  and  saying:  "General,  you  mw«/ be  still;  it  will 
cost  you  your  hfe  if  you  rise."  With  such  fidelity 
did  these  yonng  soldiers  stand  over  the  prostrate  form 
of  their  Iwlored  yhief,  trying  to  save  his  life,  though 
it  should  be  by  the  sacrifice  of  their  own. 

The  enemy  soon  changed  from  canister  to  shell  and 
(•levated  their  range,  when  the  yonng  men  renewed 
their  efforts  to  get  General  Jackson  to  the  rear,  sup- 
porting hiin  with  their  strong  arms,  as  he  slowly  and 
painfully  dragged  himself  along.     As  the  Confederate 


"DOXT  TELL  TUEM   WHO   IT  IS." 


Hiinops  were  hurrying  to  the  front,  the^'  met  the  party. 

'  ■  and  the  question  came  from  the  lijJS  of  almost  every 
pas3er-by,  "Whom  have  you  there!"  The  general, 
not  ^vishing  his  troops  to  recognize  him,  gave  ortlers 
to  leave  the  roatl  and  diverge  into  the  ivuoils.  He 
said  to  his  attendants:  "Don't  tell  them  who  it  is, 
but  simply  say  it  is  a  Confederate  officer."  Despite 
these  precautions,  he  did  not  escape  recognition  by 
some  of  his  men,  who  esclaimed  with  grief  and  dis- 
may :  '*  Great  God !  it  is  General  Jackson  1"  (Jeneral 
Fender,  of  North  Cai-olina,  was  one  of  those  who  rec- 
ognized him,  and  after  approaching  and  expressing 
Ilia  deep  regret  at  his  wounding,  said  to  him:  "The 
troops  have  suffered  severely  from  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery, and  are  somewhat  disorganized;  I  fear  we  can- 
not maintain  our  jresition."  Faint  and  exhausted  as 
he  was,  a  gleam  of  the  old  battle-lire  Haslied  from  his 
eyes,  and  instantly  he  replied;  "You  mn/'t  hold  your 
ground,  General  Pender ;  you  must  Iiold  your  ground, 
sir."  Tliis  was  the  last  order  given  by  the  hero  of  so 
many  battle- lields. 

Growing  more  faint  after  this,  he  asked  to  be  per- 
mitteil  to  sit  down  an<l  rest,  but  the  dangers  from  the 
enemy's  fire  and  from  capture  were  too  imminent, 
and  a  litter  having  now  Iwen  procured  from  an  ambu- 
lance corps,  he  was  placed  upon  it,  and  the  bearere 
huiTied  forwanl,  still  keeping  out  of  the  road  to 
avoid  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  As  they  struggled 
through  the  dense  thickets,  his  face  was  sci-atclie<l 
"and  his  clothing  torn;  hut  tliia  waif  nothing  in  com- 
parison with  the  agony  caused  by  a  fall  from  the 
litter.  One  of  the  bearers  was  shot  in  the  arm, 
LUd,  letting  go   his  hold,  the   general   fell  violently 
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to  the  ground,  upon  bis  wounded  side,  causing  sach 
pain  tliat  for  the  first  time  he  was  heart!  to  utter 
a  groan.  His  attendants  qnicltly  raised  him  up, 
and.  finding  the  blood  again  flowing,  and  a  look  of 
deathly  pallor  upon  his  face,  feared  he  might  be  expir- 
ing. Lieutenant  Smith  cried  out,  "Oh,  general,  are 
you  seriously  hurt  J"  "No,  Mr.  Smith,  don't  trouble 
youi-self  about  me,"  he  replied,  and  presently  added 
something  a))f>ut  winning  the  battle  Hrst,  and  attend- 
ing to  the  wounded  afterwards.  He  was  again  placed 
upon  the  litter,  and  carried  a  few  hundred  yards, 
under  a  continuous  tire,  when  the  party  was  met  by 
Dr.  McGuire  with  an  ambulance.  We  will  let  him 
tell  the  rest  of  the  harrowing  story,  until  my  iirrival 
at  his  bedside. 


UOS'CKBKT  WHKRE  JACK80S  FELL, 


ANCELLOBSVILLB. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

I\  THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  SHADOW.— AT  REST— 1883. 

On  meeting  the  ivounded  general,  says  Dr.  Mc- 
Guire:  "I  knelt  down  by  him  and  said,  'I  ho])e  you 
are  not  badly  hurt,  general  V  He  replied  very  calmly, 
but  feebly, '  I  am  badly  injured,  doctor ;  1  fear  I  am 
I  riying.'  After  a  pause  he  continued,  '  I  am  glad  you 
I  lave  come.  I  think  the  woun<l  in  my  shoulder  is  still 
bleeding.'  His  clothes  were  saturated  with  blood,  and 
hemorrhage  was  still  going  on  from  the  wound.  Com 
pression  of  the  artery  with  the  finger  arrested  it,  until, 
lights  being  procured  from  the  ambulance,  the  hand- 
kerchief, which  had  slipjied  a  little,  was  reailj  listed, 
His  calmness  amid  the  dangers  that  surrounded  him, 
and  at  the  supposed  presence  of  death,  and  his  uni- 
form politeness  did  not  forsake  hira  even  under  these 
most  trying  circumstances.  His  complete  control,  too, 
over  his  mind,  enfeebletl  as  it  was  by  loss  of  blood 
and  pain,  was  wonderful.  Ilis  suffering  at  this  time 
I  was  intense;  his  hands  were  cold,  hia  skin  clammy, 
his  face  pale,  and  his  lips  compressed  and  bloodless; 
not  a  groan  eseape<l  hira  —  not  a  sign  of  suffering, 
except  the  slight  corrugation  of  his  brow,  the  fixed, 
rigid  face,  and  the  thin  lips,  so  tightly  compressed 
that  the  impression  of  the  teeth  could  be  seen 
I  through  them.  Except  these,  he  controlled  by  his 
[  iron  will  all  evidences  of  emoticm,  and,  more  difficult 
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ttinn  this  (rron,  he  cotttrolletl  that  dtspoeition  to  rest- 
IfMHrMMK,  which  many  of  oa  have  observed  upon  the 
lldd  of  battK  attending  great  loss  of  blood.  Some 
vrU'n.Uf^y  and  morphia  were  administered  to  him,  and, 
placing  him  in  tho  ambulance,  it  was  started  for  the 
(JorjNi  Field  Inllrmary,  at  the  Wilderness  Tavern. 
Onjoncl  Orutchfield,  hiH  chief  of  artillery,  was  also  in 
th«  umhulunoe.  He  had  l)een  wounded  very  seriouely 
in  thii  loK,  and  wb«  aufTeriog  intensely.  The  general 
uxproMxed  vory  feelingly  his  sympathy  for  Crutchfield, 
and  onue,  wlien  the  latter  groaned  aloud,  he  directed 
thu  nmhulanco  to  stop,  and  requested  me  to  see  if 
Hoinetliing  could  not  be  done  for  his  relief.  Torches 
hud  l>eon  provide*],  and  every  means  taken  to  carry 
them  to  the  hospital  as  safely  and  easily  as  ]>oBsible. 
1  Hill  in  ihu  fn)ut  pari  of  the  ambulance,  with  my  Rn- 
ft\n-  it'atiiig  uiK>n  the  artery  above  the  wound  to  arrest 
hUtnling  if  it  should  occui'.  When  I  was  recognized 
hv  noipiaintancea  und  askeil  who  whs  wounded,  the 
gi'neml  would  tell  iiie  to  suy, '  A.  Confederate  ofKcer.' 
At  oiw  time  he  put  his  hand  upon  my  head.  and.  pall- 
ing nw  down  lo  him.  asked  if  Crutchliekl  was  senoo^y 
vvoumUtl.  Wlion  answerei). '  Xo.  only  paiofallr  faint,* 
ho  Tt>)tliett.  *  1  am  ^nd  it  is  no  worse.'  Id  a  few  miiF- 
uUvs  afliTwanls  Crulchlield  did  the  sane  Uu^^  aad 
wlu^n  told  that  the  c^nenil  was  very  eoriottaly  tcvni. 
e*!.  h(>  }n><aned  out, '  ( Ih.  tny  Ciod !'  It  was  fior  tkit 
thjil  the  ;^<nond  directed  the  ambuban  to  be  fa 
iwtl  n>]iK>e4tf«l  that  aotnethiBg  sttoold  be  < 
CnttrtifieM '«  Mief. 
"  Aft«r  nttctui^  lb«  busfiital  ht  «a»  pbced  m  faa^ 
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I  before  Bufflcicnt  reaction  took  place   to  nuriant  an 
\  esaiuJDation. 

"At  two  o'clock  Sunday  morning.  Surgeons  Itlack, 
Walls,  and  Ooleuiau  being  present,  I  informed  him 
that  chloroform  would  be  given  him.  and  liis  wounds 
examined.    I  told  him  that  amputation  would  proba- 
bly bt'  required,  and  aaked,  if  It  was  found  necessary, 
I  whether  it  should  bo  done  at  once.    lie  replied  pronipt- 
1  ly,  •  Yea,  certainly,  l)r,  McGuire,  do  for  me  whate\'er 
I  vou  think  best.'    Chloroform  was  then  administered, 
and  as  he  began  to  feel  its  effects  and  its  relief  to 
the  pain  he  was  suffering,  he  exclaimed,  'What  an 
I  infinite  blessing!'  and  continued  to  rejieat  the  word 
'blessing'  until  lie  became  insensible.    The  round  ball 
'  (such  as  is  used  in  a  smooth-bore  Springfield  musket), 
which  had  lodged  under  the  skin,  ujwn  the  1>ack  of 
the  right  hand,  was  first  exti-acted.     It  had  entered 
the  palm  about  the  middle  of  the  hand,  and  fracture<l 
two  bones.     The  left  arm  was  then  amputated  about 
}  two  inches  below  the  shoulder,  very  rapidly,  and  with 
I  Blight  loss  of  blood,  the  ordinary  circular  operation 
I  faav^ing  been  made.     There  were  two  wounds  in  this 
I  arm,  the  fii-st  and  most  serious  was  about  three  inches 
I  below  the  shoulder-joint,  the  Imll  ihviding  the  mam 
I  artery,  and  fracturing  the  bone.    The  second  was  sev- 
[  eral  inches  in  length— a  l»all  having  entered  the  out- 
I  nde  of  the  forearm,  an  inch  below  the  elbow,  came 
F'Ont  ujton  the  opposite  side,  just  above  the  wrist. 
I  Tbroughont  the  whole  of  the  operation,  and  until  all 
L  the  dressings  were  apphed,  he  continued  insensible. 
I  Two  or  three  slight  wounds  of  the  skin  of  his  face, 
r  received  from  the  branches  of  trees,  ivhen  liis  horse 
I  dashed  through  the  woods,  were  dressed  simply  with 
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isinglasa  plaster.  About  half-past  three  o'clock  Colo- 
nel (then  Major)  Pendleton,  the  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral,  arrived  at  the  hospital  and  asked  to  see  General 
Jackson.  He  stated  that  General  Hill  had  been  woand- 
ed,  and  that  the  tPoo|)s  were  in  great  disorder.  Gen- 
eral Stuart  was  in  command,  and  h:ul  sent  him  to  see 
the  general.  At  first  I  dechned  to  permit  the  inter- 
view, but  the  colonel  ur^l  tijat  the  safety  of  tlie  army 
and  the  suceess  of  the  cause  depended  uixm  his  seeing 
him.  When  he  entered  the  tent  the  general  said: 
'  Well,  major,  I  am  glad  to  see  you.  I  thought  yon 
were  killed.'  Pendleton  briefly  explained  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs,  gave  Stuart's  message,  and  asked  what 
should  he  done?  General  Jackson  was  at  once  inter- 
ested, and  asked,  in  his  quick,  rapid  way,  several  ques- 
tions. When  they  were  answered,  he  remained  silent 
for  a  moment,  evidently  trying  to  think;  he  contract- 
eti  his  brow,  set  his  mouth,  and  for  some  moments  was 
evidently  trying  to  concentrate  his  thoughts.  For  a 
moment  it  was  believed  he  had  succeeded,  for  his  nos- 
trils dilated,  and  his  eye  flashed  its  old  fire,  but  it  was 
only  for  a  moment;  his  face  relaxed  again,  and  pres- 
ently be  answered,  very  feebly  and  sadly.  'I  don't 
know.  I  can't  tell ;  say  to  General  Stuart  he  must  do 
what  he  thinks  best.'  Soon  after  this  he  slept  for  sev- 
eral hom-s  and  seemed  to  be  doing  well.  The  next 
morning  he  was  free  from  pain,  and  expressed  himself 
sanguine  of  recovery.  He  sent  his  aide-de-ciirap,  Mor 
rison,  to  inform  his  wife  of  his  injuries,  and  to  bring 
her  at  once  to  bim.  The  following  note  from  (lencral 
Lee  was  read  to  him  that  morning  by  Lieutenant 
Smith :  '  I  have  just  received  your  note,  informing  me 
that  you  were  wounded.     I  cannot  express  my  regret 
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at  the  occnirence,  Coukl  I  have  directed  events,  I 
should  have  chosen,  for  the  good  of  the  country,  to 
have  been  disabled  in  your  stead.  I  congratulate  you 
upon  the  victory  which  is  due  to  your  skill  and  ener- 
gy.' He  replied,  '  General  Leo  slioold  give  the  pniise 
to  God.'  About  ten  o'clock  his  right  side  began  to 
pain  him  so  much  that  he  asked  me  to  examine  it.  He 
said  he  had  injured  it  in  falling  from  the  litter  the 
night  before,  and  believed  he  had  struck  it  against  a 
stump  or  a  stone  or  a  sapling.  No  e%'idence  of  injury 
could  be  discovered  hy  examination  ;  the  skin  was  not 
broken  or  bruised,  and  the  lung  performed,  so  far  as  I 
I  could  tell,  its  proper  function.  Some  simple  nppli- 
I  cation  was  recommended  in  the  belief  that  tlie  pain 
would  soon  disappear. 

"At  this  time  the  battle  was  raging  fearfnlly,  and 
the  sound  of  the  cannon  and  musketry  could  be  dis- 
tinctly heard  at  the  hospital.     The  generars  attention 
was  attractetl  to  it  from  the  first,  and  when  the  noise 
I  was  at  its  height,  and  indicated  how  fiercely  the  con- 
I  flict  was  being  carried  on,  he  directed  all  of  his  attend- 
I   ants,  except  Lieutenant  Smith  to  return  to  the  battle- 
field, and  attend  to  their  different  duties.    By  eight 
'   o'clock,  Sunday  night,  the  pain  in  his  side  had  disa]*- 
peared,  and  in  all  respects  he  seemed  to  be  doing  well. 
He  inquiretl  minutely  about  tlie  batlle  and  the  differ- 
ent troops  engaged,  and  his  face  would  light  up  with 
enthusiasm  and  interest  when  toid  how  this  brigade 
acted,  or  that  officer  displayed  conspicuous  courage. 
Uid  his  head  gave  the  i>eculiar  shake  from  side  to  side, 
and  he  uttered  his  usual  '  (Jood.  good !'  with  unwonted 
energy  when  the  gallant  Ijeliavior  of  the  Stonewall 
Brigade  was  alluded  to.     He  said:  'The  men  of  the 


452  ^IPK   OF  GENERAL  THOMAS  J.  JACKSO.V. 

brigade  will  be,  some  day,  proud  to  say  to  their  chil- 
dren, "I  was  one  of  the  Stonewall  Brigade."'  He 
disclaimed  any  right  of  his  own  to  tho  name  Stone- 
wall, '  It  belongs  to  the  brigade,  and  not  to  me,  for 
it  was  their  steadfast  heroism  which  earned  it  at  First 
Manassas.  They  are  a  noble  body  of  men.'  This 
night  he  slept  well,  and  was  free  from  pain.  A  mes- 
sage was  i-eceiveil  fi-om  General  Lee  the  next  morn- 
ing, directing  rae  to  i-emove  the  general  to  (iuiney's 
Station  as  soon  as  his  condition  should  justify  it.  as 
there  was  danger  of  capture  by  the  Feilerais,  who  were 
threatening  to  ci-oss  Ely's  Font,  In  the  meantime,  to 
protect  the  hospitiil,  some  troo|ts  were  sent  to  this 
point.  The  general  objectetl  to  beiug  moved,  if,  in  ray 
opinion,  it  would  do  him  any  injury.  He  said  he  had 
no  objection  to  staying  in  the  tent,  and  would  prefer 
it,  if  his  wife,  when  she  came,  could  find  lodging  in  a 
neighboring  house.  'And  if  the  enemy  does  come.' 
he  added,  '  I  am  not  afraid  of  them ;  I  have  always 
been  kind  to  their  wounded,  and  I  am  sure  they  will 
be  kind  to  me.*  General  Leo  sent  word  again,  late 
tliat  evening,  that  he  must  be  moved,  if  possible,  and 
preparations  were  matle  to  leave  the  next  morning. 
I  was  directed  to  accompany  and  remain  with  him, 
and  my  duties  with  the  corps,  as  medical  director, 
ivere  turned  over  to  the  surgeon  next  in  rank.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  previously  declined  to  permit  me  to 
go  with  him  to  Guiney's,  because  complaints  had  l>een 
80  frequently  made  of  general  officers,  when  wounded, 
carrying  off  with  them  the  surgeons  belonging  to  their 
commands.  When  informed  of  this  order  of  the  com- 
manding general,  he  said,  'General  Lee  has  always 
been  very  kind  to  me,  and  I  thank  him.'     Very  early 
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Tup-sdiiy  morning  he  was  placed  in  the  ambulance,  and 

started  for  (luiney's  Station,  and  abiiut  eight  o'clock 

that  evening  we  arrived  at  the  ('handler  House,  where 

we  remained  till  he  died.     Captain  Hotchkiss,  with  a 

party  of  engineers,  was  sent  in  front  to  clear  the  road 

of  Aveeil  and  stone,  etc..  and  to  order  the  wagons  out 

of  the  track  to  let  tlie  ambulance  pass.     The  rougli 

taaiiisters  sometimes   refused   to   move   their  loade<l 

Wftgims  out  of  the  way  for  an  iimhuliince.  until  told 

that  it  contained  Jackson,  ami  then,  with  all  possible 

speed,  they  gave  the  way.  and  stood  with  their  hats 

off,  and  weeping,  as  he  went  hy.     At  Spottaylvania 

Court- House,  and  along  the   whole  route,  men  and 

women  rushed  to  the  ambulance,  bringing  all  the  i>oor 

delicacies  they  had,  and  with  tearful  eyes  they  blessed 

bim,  and  prayed  for  his  recovery.    He  bore  the  jour- 

'  ney  well,  and  was  cheerful  throughout  the  day.     He 

'.  talked  freely  about  the  late  battle,  and  among  other 

'  things  said  that  he  had  intended  to  endeavor  to  cut 

the  Federals  off  from  the  United  States  Ford,  and. 

I  taking  a  position  between  them  and  the  river,  oblige 

I  them  to  attiu'k  him ;  and  he  added,  with  a  smile,  '  My 

[  men  sometimes  fail  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their  ]K)si- 

1  tion,  but  they  always  fail  to  drive  us  away.'    He  spoke 

[  of  Rodea,  and  alluded  in  high  termsto  his  magnificent 

behavior  on  the  field  Satui-day  evening.     He  hoixid  he 

would  be  promoted.     He  thought  promotions  forgal- 

I  lantry  should  be  made  at  once,  upon  the  field,  and  they 

I  would  be  great  incentives  to  gallantry  in  others.    He 

f  flpoke  of  Colonel  Willis,  who  commanded  the  skirmish- 

B  of  Kodea's  Division,  and  praise*!  him  very  highly, 

'  and  referred  to  the  deaths  of  Pa.xton   and   IJoswell 

very  fselingly-    He  alluded  to  them  as  officers  of  greflt 
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merit  and  promise.  The  day  was  quite  Tvarm,  and  at 
one  time  he  stitTered  with  slight  nausea.  At  his  sug- 
gestion I  placed  over  his  stomach  a  wet  towel,  and  he 
expressed  great  relief  from  it.  After  he  arrived  at 
the  Chandler  House,  he  ate  some  bread  and  tea  with 
evident  relish,  and  slept  ivell  throughout  the  entire 
night.  Wednesday  he  was  thought  to  be  doing  re- 
markably well.  He  ate  heartily  for  one  in  his  condi- 
tion, and  was  uniformly  cheerful, 

•■  I  found  his  'wounds  to  be  doing  very  well  to-day. 
Union  by  the  lirst  intention  had  taken  place,  to  some 
extent  in  the  stump,  and  the  rrat  of  the  surface  of  the 
wound  was  covered  with  healthy  granulations.  The 
wound  in  his  hand  gave  him  little  pain,  and  the  dis- 
charge was  healthy.  .  .  .  He  expressed  great  satis- 
faction when  told  tliat  his  wounds  were  healing,  and 
asked  if  I  could  tell  from  their  appearance  how  long 
he  would  pi-obably  be  kept  from  the  field.  Convers- 
ing with  Lieutenant  Smith  a  few  moments  afterwards, 
be  alluded  to  his  injuries,  and  said,  'Many  would  re- 
gard them  as  a  great  misfortune,  but  I  regani  them 
as  one  of  the  blessings  of  my  life.'  Smith  replied, 
'  All  things  work  together  for  the  good  of  them  that 
love  God.'    '  Yes,'  be  answered,  '  that's  it,  tha^^'s  it.' 

"  About  one  o'clock  Thursday  morning,  while  I  was 
asleep  upon  a  lounge  in  his  room,  he  directed  his  ser- 
vant, Jim,  to  api)ly  a  wet  towel  to  his  stomach,  to 
relieve  an  attack  of  nausea,  with  which  be  was  again 
troubled.  The  servant  asked  permission  to  first  con- 
sult me,  but  the  general,  knowing  that  I  had  slept 
none  for  nearly  three  nights,  refused  to  allow  me  to 
be  disturbed,  and  demainleil  the  towel.  About  day- 
light I  was  aroused,  and  found  him  suffering  great 
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pain.  All  examination  disclosed  pleuro-pneumonia  of 
the  right  side.  I  believed,  and  the  consulting  physi- 
cians concnn-ed  in  the  opinion,  that  it  was  attriljutable 
to  the  fall  from  the  litter  the  night  he  was  wounded. 
The  general  himself  refeiTed  to  this  iujcident.  I  think 
the  disease  came  on  t(x>  soon  after  the  application  of 
the  wet  cloths  to  admit  of  the  supposition,  once  be- 
lieved, that  it  was  induced  by  them.  The  nausea,  for 
which  the  cloths  were  applied  that  night,  may  have 
been  the  result  of  inflammatton  already  begim.  Con- 
tusion of  the  lung  with  extravasation  of  blood  in  his 
chest  was  prolmhly  produced  by  the  fall  referred  to, 
and  shock  and  loss  of  biood  prevented  any  ill  effects 
until  reaction  had  been  well  established,  and  then 
inflammation  ensued,  ,  ,  .  Towards  the  evening  he 
became  better,  and  hopes  were  ^gain  entertained  of 
his  recovery, 

"  Mrs.  Jackson  arrived  to-day,  and  nursed  him  faith- 
fully to  the  end.  .  .  .  The  general's  joy  at  the  presence 
of  his  wife  and  child  was  very  great,  and  for  hira 
J  demonstrative." 


After  recovering  from  the  effects  of  chloroform,  Gen- 
eral Jackson  asked  Lieutenant  Smith  whether  he  said 
anything  when  under  its  iwjwer,  and  he  continued :  "  I 
have  always  thought  it  wrong  to  administer  chloroform 
where  there  is  a  probability  of  immediate  death.  But 
it  was,  I  think,  the  most  delightful  physical  sensation 
I  ever  enjoyed.  I  had  enough  consciousness  to  know 
what  was  doing;  and  at  one  time  thought  I  heard  tlie 
most  delightful  music  that  ever  greeted  my  cars.  I 
believe  it  was  the  sawing  of  the  Iwne.  But  I  should 
dislike,  above  all  things,  to  enter  eternity  in  such  a  c 
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dition."  He  afterwards  said  to  other  frierula,  "  What 
an  inegtimable  blessing  is  chloroform  to  the  sufferer  1" 

After  the  operation,  when  Mr.  Ln«y  was  admitted 
to  the  tent,  he  exclaimed  with  det'p  feeling,  "Oh. 
general,  what  a  calamity !"  General  Juckson,  with 
hi»  accustomed  politeness,  tirst  thiinked  him  for  his 
sympathy,  and  then  said :  •*  You  see  me  severely 
wounded,  but  not  depressed  ;  not  unhappy.  I  believe 
it  has  been  dune  according  to  God's  holy  will,  and  1 
acquiesce  entirely  in  it.  You  may  think  it  strange; 
but  you  never  saw  me  more  perfectly  contcTited  ihan 
I  am  to-day  ;  for  I  am  sure  that  my  Heavenly  Father 
designs  this  affliction  for  my  good.  I  am  perfectly 
satistied  that,  either  in  this  life,  or  in  that  which  is 
to  come,  I  shall  discover  that  what  is  now  regartled 
as  a  calamity  is  a  blesaing.  And  if  it  appears  a  great 
calamity,  as  it  surely  will  be  a  great  inconvenience, 
to  be  deprived  of  my  arm,  it  will  result  in  a  great 
blessing.  I  can  wait  until  God,  in  His  own  time, 
shall  make  known  to  me  the  object  He  has  in  thiw 
afflicting  me.  But  why  should  I  not  rather  rejoice 
in  it  as  a  blessing,  and  not  look  on  it  as  a  calamity 
at  all  ?  H  it  were  in  my  power  to  replace  my  arm.  I 
would  not  dare  to  do  it,  unless  I  cuuld  know  it  was 
the  will  of  my  Heavenly  Kather." 

In  the  course  of  this  conversation  he  stated  that, 
when  he  fell  from  the  litter,  he  thought  he  shoul^^lie 
upon  the  field,  and  gave  himself  up  into  tlie  han>)s  of 
God,  wiihout  a  fear,  and  in  the  possesion  of  iwrfect 
peace.  "  It  has  been,"  he  said,  "a  precious  exjierience 
to  me,  that  I  was  brought  face  to  face  with  death, 
and  found  all  was  wiill,  I  then  learned  an  impfjrtant 
lessuii,  that  one  who  has  been  the  subject  of  convert- 
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ing  gmce,  and  is  the  child  of  God,  can,  in  the  midst 
of  the  severest  sufferings,  Ox  the  thoughts  upon  God 
and  heavenly  tilings,  and  derive  great  comfort  and 
peace;  but  tliat  one  who  had  never  made  liis  peace 
with  (iod  would  be  unable  to  control  his  mind,  under 
such  sufferings,  so  as  to  understand  properly  the  way 
of  salvation,  and  repent  and  Ijelieve  on  Christ.  I  felt 
that  if  I  bad  neglected  the  salvation  of  my  soul  be- 
fore, it  would  have  l>een  too  late  then." 

Wben  General  Lee  was  first  informed  of  the  vic- 
tory gained  by  General  Jnekstm's  flank  movement, 
and  almost  in  the  same  breath  the  great  catastrophe 
of  the  fall  of  his  lieutenant  was  announced  to  him,  he 
exclaimed  with  deep  emotion.  "Ah,  any  victory  is 
dearly  bought  which  de}>rive8  us  of  the  services  of 
Jackson,  even  for  a  short  time."  He  ivas  then  told 
that  Jackson  had  said,  "The  enemy  should  be  pressed 
in  the  morning."  ''Those  people  shall  be  immedi- 
ately pressed."  he  replied,  and  forthwith  addressed 
himself  to  the  work. 

General  Stuart  was  placed  in  command  of  Jack- 
son's corps,  and  as  he  led  them  to  battle  he  gave  the 
onler,  "Charge!  and  remember  Jackson  I"  an  aj>- 
peal  which  was  answered  by  their  courage  on  the 
second  day  of  the  battle  of  Chaijcellorsville. 

Jackson  was  asked  what  he  thought  of  Hooker's 
plan  of  camjwign.  and  Ids  reply  was:  *'  It  was,  in  the 
main,  a  good  conception,  sir;  an  excellent  plan.  But 
ho  shonld  not  have  sent  away  his  cavalry;  that  was 
his  great  blunder.  It  was  that  which  enabled  me  to 
torn  him  without  his  being  aware  of  it.  and  to  take 
him  by  his  rear.  Had  he  kept  his  cavalry  with  hira. 
his  plan  would  have  been  a  very  good  one."  In  speak- 
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ing  of  this  flank  movement,  he  said :  "  Our  movoment 
yesterday  was  a  great  success ;  I  think  tlte  most  suc- 
cessful military  movement  of  my  life.  Uut  I  expect 
to  receive  far  more  credit  for  it  than  I  deserve.  Most 
men  will  think  that  I  had  planned  it  all  from  the  first; 
but  it  was  not  so.  I  simply  took  advantage  of  cir- 
cumstances as  they  were  presented  to  me  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God.  I  feel  that  Ilia  hand  led  me — let  us 
give  Him  all  the  glory." 

On  Tuesday  he  was  told  that  Hooker  was  in- 
trenched north  of  Chancellorsvilie,  when  he  said, 
"  That  is  bad  ;  very  bad,"  Afterwards,  upon  awaken- 
ing from  a  disturbed  sleep  from  the  influence  of  opi- 
ates, he  exclaimed,  "  Major  Pendleton,  send  in  and 
see  if  there  is  higher  ground  back  of  Chancellorsvilie." 

During  the  few  days  succeeding  his  fall,  when  he 
and  his  friends  were  buoyed  up  by  the  hope  of  his 
recovery,  he  convei-sed  freely  and  cheerfully,  and  ex- 
pressetl  a  desire  to  be  taken,  as  soon  as  he  was  able, 
to  his  beloved  home  at  Lexington,  where,  be  said, 
the  pure,  bracing  mountain  air  would  soon  heal  bis 
wounds  and  renew  his  strength  and  health. 

He  requested  Mr.  Lacy  to  como  every  morning  at 
ten  o'clock  and  read  the  Bible,  and  have  prayers  at 
bis  bedside.  During  these  morning  hours  he  greatly 
enjoyed  religious  conversation,  and  expressed  his  un- 
varying and  steadfast  love  and  hope  in  his  Redeemer. 
Although  he  had  avowed  his  perfect  willingness  to 
die  whenever  God  called  him,  he  believed  that  his 
time  wns  not  yet  come,  and  that  God  still  had  a  work 
for  him  U>  do  in  defence  of  bis  country. 

•■  lie  delighted  to  enlarge  on  his  favorite  topics  of 
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practical   religion,  which    were   such   as  these :  The 
f  Christian  should  carry  his  relifj;ion  into  everything. 
I  Christianity  makes  a  ciiin  better  in  any  lawful  call- 
ing; it  makes  the  general  a  better  commander,  and 
the  shoemaker  a  better  workman.    In  the  case  of  a 
cobbler,  or  the  tailor,  for  instance, -religion  will  pro- 
duce more  care  in  promising  work,  more  punctuality, 
and  more  fidelity  in  executing  it,  from  conscientious 
motives;  and  these  homely  examples  were  fair  illus- 
trations of  its  value  in  more  exalted  functions.     So, 
prayer  aids  any  man,  in  any  lawful  business,  not  only 
by  bringing  down  the  divine  lilessing,  which  is  its 
direct   and  primary   object,  but  by   harmonizing  his 
own  mind  and  heart.     In  the  commander  of  an  army 
at  the  critical  hour,  it  calms  Lis  perplexities,  moder- 
ates his  anxieties,  steadies  tlie  scales  of  judgment, 
I  and  thus  preserves  him"  from  exaggerated  and  rash 
'  conclusions.     Again  lie  urged  that  every  act  of  man's 
life  should  be  a  religious  act.     He  recited  with  much 
pleasure  the  ideas  of  Doddridge,  where  he  pictured 
himself  as  spiritualizing  every  act  of  his  daily  life; 
as  thinking,  when  he  washed  himself,  of  the  cleans- 
ing blood  of  Calvary ;  as  praying,  while  he  put  on  his 
[  garments,  that  he  might  be  clothed  with  the  robe  of 
L  Christ's  righteousness;  as  endeavoring,  while  he  was 
I  eating,  to  feed  upon  the  Bread  of  Ileaven.     So  Jack- 
laon  was  wont  to  say  that  the  Bible  furnished  men 
\  with  rules  for  everything.     IE  they  would  search,  he 
laid,  they  would  find  a  precept,  an  example,  or  a  gen- 
teral  principle,  applicable  to  every  possible  emergency 
lot  duty,  no  matter  what  was  a  man's  calling.    There 
Lthe   military   man    might  find  guidance  for  every 
Lazigency.     Then,  turning  to  Lieutenant  Smith,  he 
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asked  him,  smiling:  *Gati  you  tell  nie  where  the 
Bible  givas  generals  a  model  for  their  otHi^ial  reports 
of  battiest'  The  lieutenant  answered,  laughing,  that 
it  never  enteretl  his  mind  to  think  of  looking  for  such 
a  thing  in  the  Scriptures.  "Nevertheless,*  said  the 
general,  '  there  are  such ;  and  e.^cellent  inod(>l8,  too. 
Look,  for  instance,  at  the  narrative  of  Joshua's  bat- 
tle with  the  Amalekites;  there  you  have  oue.  It 
has  clearness,  brevity,  fairness,  modesty;  and  it  traces 
the  victory  to  its  right  source— the  blessing  of  God." 

One  day  he  asked  Dr.  McGnire  whether  he  sup- 
posed the  diseased  [lersona  healed  by  the  niiniculoos 
touch  of  the  Saviour  ever  suffei-ed  again  from  the 
same  malady.  He  did  not  believe  they  did  ;  that  the 
healing  virtue  of  Christ  was  too  potent,  and  that  the 
poor  jmralytic  to  whom  He  had  once  said,  "I  will: 
be  thou  healed,"  never  shook  again  with  palsy.  And 
then,  as  though  invoking  the  same  aid,  he  exclaimed: 
"Oh  for  infinite  ]>ower!"  After  quietly  reflieoling 
awhile,  he  inquired  of  Mr,  Smith:  '"What  were  the 
headquarters  of  Christianity  after  thi-  crucifixion?" 
He  repbed  that  Jerusalem  ivas  at  first  the  chief  seat; 
but  after  the  dispersion  of  the  disciples  thence  by 
pereecution,  there  was  none  for  a  time,  until  Antioch. 
Iconiiim,  Tiome,  and  Alexandria,  were  finally  estab- 
lisbe<l  as  centres  of  influence.  The  general  inter- 
rupted him:  "Why  do  you  say  'centres  of  influence:' 
is  not  headquarters  a  better  tenn  V  After  some  fur 
ther  explanations  by  Mr.  Smith  (who  was  a  Ihav 
iogicfll  student),  in  which  General  Jackson  wna  much 
interested,  he  said:  "Mr.  Smith,  I  wish  you  would 
get  the  map,  and  show  me  precisely  where  Iconium 
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was."  lie  replied  that  lie  liid  not  think  he  could  lind 
a  map.  when  the  general  saiJ,  "  Yea,  air ;  you  ' 
find  an  atlau  in  ray  old  trunk."  After  a  fruitless 
search,  Mr.  Smith  suggested  that  it  was  jirobahly  left 
in  his  portable  desk.  He  said,  "  Yes,  you  are  right,  I 
left  it  in  my  desk"  (naming  the  shelf).  Then  after  con- 
sidering a  moment,  he  added :  '•  Mr.  Smith,  I  wish  you 
I  would  examine  iuto  that  matter,  and  report  to  me.'* 

After  the  bright  jiromise  nf  his  recovery  began  to 
\  diminish,  and  his  physicians  were  trying  every  known 
remedy,  one  of  them  aroused  him  from  a  troubled 
Bleep  to  administer  some  draught,  saying,  '•  Will  you 
[  take  this,  general  i"  He  looked  up  steadily  iuto  his 
face,  and  resolutely  said,  "Do  your  duty."  He  re- 
peated the  command,  "Do  your  duty'' — his  mind 
evidently  wandering  back  to  the  camps  and  battle- 
fields, on  which  he  had  so  often  and  so  faithfully  urged 
I  this  injunction. 
In  resuming  my  sad  story  it  will  he  explained  why 
I  was  not  able  to  reach  my  husband  for  five  days 
after  he  was  wounded,  but  no  tongue  or  pen  can 
express  the  torturing  suspense  and  distress  of  mind 
which  I  endured  during  this  [wrirKl  of  enforced  ab- 
sence from  him.  As  I  have  before  stated,  kind  frientls 
took  me  to  their  hospitable  homes  in  Kichmoud. 
After  spending  a  few  days  with  Mrs.  Letcher  in  the 
governor's  mansion,  I  was  invited  by  Mrs.  Hoge  and 
Hra.  William  Brown  (who  lived  together)  to  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moses  D.  Hoge,  who  was  at 
that  time  in  EurojK!,  on  amission  from  the  Confeder- 
ate States  government,  to  procure  Bibles  for  the  sol- 
diers. These  two  ladies  were  lovely  and  pleasant  in 
their  lives,  which  were  redolent  with  Christian  p 
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and  usefulness,  and  much  of  their  time  was  devoted  to 
ministering  to  the  soldiers.  For  five  days  I  heard  not 
one  word  directly  from  my  husband,  but  des]>atches 
from  the  battle-field  were  constantly  received  by  the 
government,  representing  all  as  going  well,  and  victory 
was  eonhdently  expected. 

On  Sunday  morning.  May  3d,  as  we  arose  from 
family  worship  in  Dr.  Iloge's  parlor,  Dr.  Brown  very 
sadly  and  feelingly  informed  me  that  the  news  had 
come  that  Genei"al  Jackson  had  been  wounded — se- 
verely, but  it  was  hopeti  not  dangerously.  This  pain- 
fal  shock  can  be  better  imagined  than  described. 
Although  I  had  never  for  one  moment  since  the  war 
began  lost  my  sohcitnde  for  his  safety,  still  God  hod 
so  often  coveretl  his  head  in  the  day  of  battle,  had 
brought  him  through  so  many  dangers,  that  I  felt 
that  his  precious  life  would  still  Iw  8]iared.  With  all 
my  agonizing  distress  now,  I  could  not  entertain  any 
other  thought  or  belief  than  this.  Despatches  were 
sent  at  once  inquiring  into  his  condition,  and  asking 
if  I  could  go  to  him.  lie  was  reported  as  doing  well, 
but  the  way  was  not  open  for  me  to  come  yet.  The 
raiding -parties  of  tho  enemy  were  operating  all 
through  the  intervening  country — all  passenger  trains 
were  stopped,  and  to  jgo  through  the  country  in  pri- 
vate conveyance  exposed  travellers  to  capture.  So 
great  was  my  impatience  to  go  that  I  was  willing  to 
risk  this  danger,  but  the  railroad  authorities  were  so 
confident  of  opening  the  way  from  day  to  day  that 
friends  urged  me  to  wait  until  tliis  could  be  done. 
On  Tuesday  my  lirother  Joseph  arrived,  to  my  great 
relief,  to  take  me  to  my  husband,  but  my  disappoint- 
ment was  only  increased   by  his  report  that  it  had 
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^P  taken  him  nearly  three  days  to  ride  through  the  coun- 
try autl  elude  the  raiding  enemy,  and  this  confirmed 
the  conviction  of  my  friends  that  I  should  await  the 
opening  of  the  milivaad.  From  Joseph  were  learned 
the  particulars  of  the  ^vounds  of  General  Jackson  and 
the  amputation  of  hia  arm,  but  he  was  thought  to  be 
doing  us  well  as  possible  under  the  circumstances,  and 

I  was  brave  and  cheerful  in  spirit.  Everything  was 
said  and  done  to  cheer  and  encourage  nie,  but  oh  the 
harrowing  agony  of  that  long  waitiug.  day  after  day  1 
(or  it  was  not  until  Thursday  morning  that  the  block- 
ade was  broken,  and  we  went  up  on  an  arme<i  train 
prepared  to  fight  its  way  through.  During  all  this 
long  period  of  anxiety  and  suspense,  my  unconscious 
little  nestling  was  all  sweetness  ami  sunshine,  shcd- 

Bding  the  only  brightness  and  comfort  ovei'  my  dark- 
ened pathway. 
A  few  hours  of  unmolested  travel  brought  ob  to 
Guiney's  Station,  and  we  were  taken  at  once  to  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Chandler,  which  was  a  large  country- 
bouse,  and  very  near  it,  in  the  yard,  was  a  small, 
humble  abode,  in  which  lay  ray  precious,  suffering 
husband.  The  Chandlers  were  extremely  kind — the 
good   hostess   expressing  great  regret   that   General 

»  Jackson  was  not  in  her  own  dwelling,  and  receiving 
the  very  Iwjst  of  everything  she  had  to  give;  but  the 
bouse  was  occupied  by  sick  and  wounded  soldiers, 
some  of  whom  were  suffering  with  erysipelas,  and  it 
vaa  the  surgeons  who  hud  selected  the  out-house  for 
the  general's  own  safety.  Upon  my  arrival  I  was 
met  by  a  member  of  bis  staff,  who,  in  answer  to  my 
.  anxious  inquiry,  said  the  general  was  doing  "pretty 
Well;"  but  from  his  tone  and  manner  I  knew  some- 
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thing  iras  attod^,  and  my  heart  sunk  like  )rmH  Hs 
said  the  doctor  tvas  then  engaged  in  diUMJii^  Ua 
wounds,  aad  I  could  not  be  admitted  to  his  roora 
til  this  uas  over.  Th«  time  could  not  bavv bees  long. 
bat  it  seemed  to  me  Aour^  so  sorelv  bad  I  already 
been  tried  by  "^  hope  deferred  that  maketh  the  beut 
sick."  Willie  I  was  fvalking  off  my  impatience  od 
the  piazza,  niy  attention  iras  allracted  by  a  party  of 
soldiers  within  a  stoneVlhrow  of  the  hoose.  dicing 
a  grare.  bnt  soon  I  tTa;s  horrified  to  see  them  exham- 
ing  a  coSin,  and  placing  it  above  the  groand.  Upon 
inquiry  it  proved  to  be  that  of  General  E,  F.  Paxton, 
of  Lexington,  who  bad  fallen  in  tbe  late  battle,  nhoea 
body  was  to  be  taken  to  his  former  home  for  its  final 
interment.  My  bosbaad's  own  neighbor  and  frieikd  I 
and  I  knew  tbe  young  wife,  and  r^nembemi  iioir  X 
had  seen  her  weeping  bitterly  as  3b«  watched  bis  de- 
parture from  ber  in  those  fiist  da\'s  of  tbe  war,  wben 
all  our  hearts  tvere  welt-nigfa  bursting  with  foreboding 
and  dread-  Xow  the  cruel  war  had  done  its  worA 
for  htfr.  and  she  was  left  ^vidowed,  and  her  children 
fatherless '. 

My  own  heart  almost  stood  still  under  the  weight 
of  horror  and  apprehension  which  then  oppressed 
rae.  This  gfaaatly  s]>ectacle  was  a  most  unfitting 
preparation  for  my  entrance  into  tbe  presence  of  my 
stricken  hosbaod;  bat  when  I  was  soon  aft«-wan^ 
summoneil  to  his  chamber,  the  sight  which  tfaefA 
met  ray  eyes  was  far  more  appalling,  aad  sent  such 
a  tbrill  of  agony  and  heart-sinking  through  me  I 
hatl  never  known  before  t  Oh.  the  fearful  change 
since  last  I  bad  seen  him !  It  r^uired  the  strongest 
effoK  of  whidi  I  was  capable  (o  maintain  my  Belf-^on* 
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tToI.  When  he  left  me  on  tlio  morning  of  the  29th, 
going  forth  so  cheerfully  and  bravely  to  the  call  of 
duly,  lie  was  in  the  full  Hush  of  vigorous  manhood, 
and  during  that  hist,  blessed  visit,  I  never  saw  him 
look  so  handsome,  so  happy,  and  so  noble.  Now,  his 
fearful  wounds,  his  mutilated  arm,  the  scratches 
upon  his  face,  and,  above  all,  the  desperate  pneumo- 
nia, which  was  flushing  his  cheeks,  oppressing  his 
bi-eathing,  and  benumbing  his  senses,  wrung  my  soul 
■with  such  grief  and  anguish  as  it  had  never  before  ex- 
perienced. He  had  to  be  aroused  to  speak  to  me,  and 
■essed  much  joy  and  thankfulness  at  seeing  me; 
but  he  was  too  much  affected  by  morphia  to  resist 
Btupor,  and  aOon  Seemed  to  lose  the  consciousness  of 
my  presence,  except  when  1  spoke  or  ministered  to 
him.  From  the  time  I  i-eachecl  him  ho  was  too  ill  to 
notice  or  talk  much,  and  he  lay  most  of  the  time  in  a 
Bemi-conscious  state ;  but  when  aroused,  he  recognized 
those  about  him  and  consciousness  would  return. 
Soon  after  I  entered  his  room  he  was  impressed  by 
the  wofui  anxiety  and  sadness  betrayed  in  my  face, 
and  said  :  "  My  darling,  you  must  cheer  up,  and  not 
Wear  a  long  face.  I  love  cheerfulness  and  brightness 
in  a  sick-room."  And  he  requested  me  to  speak  dis- 
tinctly, as  he  wished  to  hear  every  word  I  said. 
Whenever  he  awakened  from  his  stupor,  he  always 
liad  some  endearing  words  to  say  to  me,  such  as,  "  My 
darling,  you  are  very  much  loved ;"  "  You  are  one  of 
.the  most  precious  little  wives  in  the  world."  He  told 
me  be  knew  I  would  be  glad  to  take  his  place,  but 
God  knew  what  was  best  for  us.  Thinking  it  would 
tcheer  him  more  than  anything  else  to  see  the  baby  in 
horn  he  had  so  delighted,  I  proposed  seveml  times 
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to  bring  her  to  his  bedside,  bat  lie  always  said,  "  Not 
yet ;  wait  till  I  feci  better."  He  was  ia\-ariably  pa- 
tient, never  uttering  a  murmur  or  complaint.  Some- 
times, in  sitgbt  deUriuin,  he  talke<),  and  bis  mind  was 
then  generally  upon  bis  military  duties — caring  for 
his  soldiers,  and  giving  such  directions  as  tbcae : 
■'  Tell  Major  Ilawkes  to  send  forward  provisions  to 
the  men ;''  "  Order  A.  P.  Ilill  to  prepare  for  action  ;" 
"  Pass  the  infantry  to  the  front,"  etc.  Our  friends 
around  us,  seeing  bow  critical  was  his  comlition,  and 
how  my  whole  time  was  given  up  to  him,  determined 
to  send  to  Richmond  for  Mrs,  Hoge  to  come  to  my  re- 
lief, and  assist  in  taking  caro  of  my  baby.  Hetty  had 
been  faithful  to  her  little  charge,  but  the  presence  of 
Mrs,  iloge,  who  was  of  a  singularly  bright,  affection- 
ate, and  sympathetic  nature,  and  her  loving  ministra- 
tions in  this  tinio  of  sorest  trial,  were  of  inestimable 
value  and  comfort. 

Friday  antl  Saturday  passed  in  much  the  same  way 
— bringing  no  favorable  change  to  the  dear  sufferer; 
indeetl,  his  fever  and  restlessness  increased,  and,  al- 
though everything  was  done  for  his  relief  and  benefit, 
he  was  growing  perceptibly  weaker.  On  Saturday 
evening,  in  the  hope  of  soothing  him,  I  proposed  read- 
ing some  selections  from  the  Fsalms.  At  fii-st  ho  re- 
plied that  he  was  suffering  too  much  to  listen,  bat 
very  soon  he  added :  "  Yes,  we  must  never  refuse 
that.    Oet  the  Bible  and  read  them." 

As  night  approached,  and  Ije  grew  more  wearied, 
he  requested  me  to  sing  to  him — asking  that  tlie  songs 
should  be  the  most  spiritual  tliat  could  be  selected. 
My  brother  Joseph  assistetl  me  in  singing  a  few 
hymns,  and  at  my  husband's  request  we  concluded 
with  the  51st  Psalm  in  verse: 
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"  Show  pity,  Lonl ;  O  Lord,  forgive." 
The  Hinging;  had  a  tjuieting  effect,  and  be  seemed 
to  rest  in  perfect  i^eace. 

Dr.  S,  B,  Morrison,  a  relative  of  mine,  and  Dr. 
David  Tucker,  of  Richmond,  had  both  lieon  called  in 
consultation  bj  Dr.  McGuiiis.  As  Dr.  Morrison  whs 
examining  tlie  patient,  he  looked  up  pleasantly  at 
him,  and  said,  "That's  an  old  familiar  face." 

On  Saturday  afternoon  he  asked  to  see  Ids  chaplain, 
,Mr.  Lacy,  but  his  respiration  being  now  vei-y  difficult, 
it  was  not  thought  prudent  for  him  to  converse,  an<l 
an  attempt  was  made  to  dissuade  him.  Hut  he  was 
so  persistent  that  it  was  deemed  best  to  gratify  him. 
"When  Mr.  Lacy  ent-ered  he  inquired  of  him  if  ho  was 
trying  to  further  those  views  of  Sabbath  observance 
ift  which  lie  had  siwken  to  bim.  Upon  being  assured 
•that  this  was  being  done,  he  expresse*!  much  gratifica- 
tion, and  talked  for  some  time  upon  that  subject — his 
last  care  and  effort  for  the  church  of  Christ  being  to 
secure  the  sanctifivation  of  the  Lord's  day. 

Apprehending  the  nearness  of  his  end,  Mr.  Lacy 
wished  to  remain  with  him  on  Sunday,  but  he  insisted 
that  ho  sliould  go,  as  usual,  and  preach  to  the  soldiers. 
When  Major  Pendleton  came  to  his  bedside  about 
noon,  he  intiuired  of  him,  "  Who  is  preaching  at 
headquarters  to-day  C  When  told  that  Mr.  Lacy 
was,  and  that  the  whole  army  was  ])raj'ing  for  him, 
he  said,  "  Thank  God ;  they  are  very  kind."  As  soon 
as  the  chaplain  appeared  at  headquarters  that  morn- 
ing, General  Lee  anxiously  inquired  after  General 
Jackson's  condition,  and  upon  hearing  how  hopeless 
it  was,  he  exelaJnie'l,  with  deep  feeling:  "Surely 
General  Jackson  must  recover.     God  will  not  take  him 
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from  09,  DOW  that  we  need  him  so  much.  Sardv  be 
will  be  spaced  to  us.  in  answer  lo  the  many  pnyen 
which  are  offered  for  hhn."  Antl  upon  Mr.  Lack's 
leaving,  he  said :  "  When  yoo  relnra,  I  trust  yoo 
will  Hnd  him  better.  'When  a  suitable  occasion  offers, 
give  him  my  love,  and  tell  him  that  I  wrestled  in 
prayer  for  him  last  night  as  I  never  prayed,  I  believe, 
fur  myself."  Here  his  voice  became  choke<l  with  emo- 
tion, and  he  turned  away  to  hide  bis  intense  feeling. 

Shortly  after  the  general's  fall,  and  before  his  «tiu- 
tion  had  grown  so  critical.  General  1*6  sent  him,  by 
a  friend,  the  following  message ;  "  Clire  him  my  af- 
fectionate regards,  and  tell  him  to  make  haste  and  gel 
well,  and  come  back  to  me  as  soon  as  he  can.  lie  has 
lost  bis  left  arm,  but  I  have  lost  my  rigbt  arm." 

Jfr,  Lacy  was  truly  a  spiritual  comforter  and  help 
lo  me  in  those  dark  and  agonizing  days.  Often  when 
I  was  called  out  of  the  sick  chaml)er  to  my  little  nurs- 
ling, before  returning  we  would  meet  together,  and, 
Ixtwing  down  before  the  throne  of  grace,  i>onr  out 
our  hearts  to  God  to  spare  that  precious,  useful  life, 
if  coiialsleni  with  /lie  iciJi ;  for  without  this  condi- 
tion, which  the  Saviour  himself  enjoins,  we  dared  not 
plead  for  that  life,  infinitely  dearer,  as  it  was,  thui 
my  own. 

In  order  to  stimulate  his  fast-failing  powers,  he 
was  olTered  some  brandy  and  water,  but  he  showed 
great  repugnance  to  it.  saying  excitedly,  '-It  tastes 
like  jirey  and  cannot  do  me  any  good."  Early  on 
Sunday  morning,  the  10th  of  May,  I  was  called  ont 
of  the  sick-room  by  Dr.  Morrison,  who  tolil  me  that 
the  doctors,  having  done  everything  that  human  skill 
could  devise  to  stay  the  hand  of  death,  had  lost  all 
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hope,  and  that  my  precious,  brave,  noble  husband 
could  not  live '.  Indeed,  life  was  fast  ebbing  away,  and 
they  felt  that  they  must  prepare  nio  for  the  inevi- 
tiible  event,  which  was  now  a  question  of  only  a  few 
short  hours.  As  soon  as  I  could  arise  from  this  stun- 
ning blow,  I  told  Dr.  Morrison  that  iny  husband  must 
'  be  informed  of  his  condition.  I  well  knew  that  death 
to  him  was  but  the  opening  of  the  gates  of  pearl  into 
the  innelTable  glories  of  heaven ;  but  I  had  heard  him 
say  that,  although  he  was  willing  and  ready  to  die  at 
any  moment  that  Uod  might  call  him,  still  ho  would 
prefer  to  have  a  few  hours'  iireparatiou  before  entering 
into  the  presence  of  his  Maker  and  Redeemer. 

I  therefore  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  gratify  his 
desire.  Ho  now  appeared  to  be  fast  sinking  into  un- 
consciousness, but  he  heard  ray  voice  and  understood 
me  better  than  others,  and  God  gave  me  the  strength 
and  composure  to  hold  a  last  sacred  interview  with 
him,  in  which  I  tried  to  impress  upon  him  his  situa- 
tion, and  learn  his  dying  wishes.  This  was  all  the 
harder,  because  he  had  never,  froTn  the  time  that  he 
first  rallied  from  his  wounds,  thought  he  would  die, 
and  had  expressed  the  belief  that  God  still  had 
work  for  him  to  do,  and  woidd  raise  him  up  to  do 
it.  When  I  told  him  the  doctors  thought  ho  would 
soon  be  in  heaven,  lie  did  not  seem  to  comprehend 
it,  and  showeii  no  surprise  or  concern.  But  upon 
repeating  it,  and  asking  him  if  ho  was  willing  for 
God  to  do  with  him  according  to  His  own  will,  ho 
looked  at  me  calmly  and  intelligently,  and  said, 
"  Tes,  I  prefer  it,  /prefer  it"  I  then  told  him  that 
before  that  day  was  over  he  \vould  be  with  the 
blessed  Saviour  in  Ilis  glory,     "With  perfect  distinct- 
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■  Utd  totcUtgcnce:,  be  said,  *- 1  mil  be  ui  infinite 
ner  to  be  tfaii«lat«<l."  I  then  asked  htm  if  it  was 
wi«h  that  I  should  refom,  nith  our  infant,  to 
my  father's  lioiuc  in  North  Caruhna,  He  answered. 
"  YvB,  yuu  have  a  kind,  giiod  father:  bfit  no  one  is 
so  kind  and  good  as  yoar  Heavenly  Father."  He 
Haid  he  had  many  thin^  to  say  to  me,  bat  he  vas 
tlicn  too  weak.  Preferring  to  know  his  own  desire 
ufl  to  tbo  place  of  hU  burial,  I  asked  him  the  qnes- 
tion,  but  his  mind  was  now  growing  ciondwl  again, 
and  at  first  he  rephed,  "Charlotte,"  and  afterwards 
"  CharlottoBVille,"  I  then  asked  him  if  be  did  not 
wish  to  lio  buried  in  Lexington,  and  he  answered  at 
once,  "  Yes,  I^xington,  and  in  my  mvn  /if-ol.'"  He 
had  Imught  this  plot  himself,  when  our  first  child 
died,  lis  a  burial  pl.ice  for  his  family. 

Mrs.  Hoge  now  caiiio  in,  bearing  little  Jnlia  in  her 
urmM,  with  Hetty  following,  and  although  he  had  al- 
inortt  ceased  to  notice  anything,  as  soon  as  they  entered 
the  door  lie  looked  up,  his  countenance  brightened 
with  delight,  and  ho  ne%'er  smiled  more  sweetly  as  he 
c'Xc'laimwi,  "  Lilllo  darling!  sweet  one!"  She  was 
seated  on  the  bed  by  his  side,  and  after  watching  her 
intently,  with  nidiant  smiles,  for  a  few  moments,  he 
closed  liis  eyes,  as  if  in  prayer,  Tliough  she  was  suf- 
fering tlio  |>angs  of  extreme  hunger,  from  long  absence 
fi-oin  her  mother,  she  seemed  to  forgot  her  discomfort 
ID  tbo  joy  of  seeing  that  loving  face  iwam  on  her  once 
more,  and  slio  looked  at  hitn  and  smiled  as  long  as  he 
continued  to  notice  her.  Tears  were  shed  over  that 
dying  betl  by  strong  men  who  were  unused  to  weep, 
iind  it  \\lis  touching  to  see  the  genuine  grief  of  his 
bei'\'A»l,  Jim,  who  nursed  him  faithfully  to  the  end. 
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He  now  sank  rnpidly  into  unconsciousness,  murmur- 
ing disconnected  words  occasionally,  but  all  at  once 
he  spoke  out  very  cheerfully  and  distinctly  the  beau- 
tiful sentence  which  has  become  immortal  as  his  last : 
"  Let  us  cross  over  the  river,  and  rest  under  the  sliatle 
of  the  trees." 

"Was  his  aoul  wandering  back  in  dreams  to  the 
riper  of  Lis  beloved  Valley,  the  Shenandoah  (the  '  river 
of  sparkling  waters'),  whose  verdant  meads  and  groves 
he  had  redeemetl  from  the  invader,  and  across  whose 
floods  he  had  so  often  won  his  passage  through  the 
toils  of  battle!  Or  was  he  reaching  forwanl  across 
the  River  of  Death,  to  the  golden  streets  of  the  Celes- 

'  tial  City,  and  the  trees  whose  leaves  are  for  the  heal- 
ing of  the  nations !  It  was  to  tliese  that  God  was  bring- 
ing him,  through  his  last  battle  and  victory ;  and  un- 
der their  shade  he  walks,  with  the  blessed  company  of 

I  the  redeemed," 

General  Jackson  bad  expreFised  the  desire,  when  in 
health,  that  lie  might  enter  into  the  rest  that  remains 
for  Goil's  people  on  tlie  Lord's  day.  Ilis  wisli  was 
now  gratiiieil,  and  liis  Heavenly  Father  translated  him 
from  the  toils  and  trials  of  earth,  soon  after  the  noon 
of  as  beautiful  and  perfect  a  May  day  as  ever  shed  its 

I  splendor  upon  this  wnrJil,  to  those  realms  of  everlaat- 

\  ing  rest  and  bliss  where 


"  Siibbalhs  have  no 
AlilI  llic  nooiiLide  of  glory  ttcniDlly 


Never  shall  I  forget  Mr,  Lacy's  ministrations  of  con- 
P  elation  to  my  bleeding  heart  on  that  holiest  of  Sab- 
•  bath  afternoons.  Seated  by  my  bedside,  ho  talked  bo 
^  of  Heaven,  giving  such  glowing  descriptions  of  its 
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blessedness,  and  following  in  imaginatioa  the  ran- 
someit.  gloritied  spirit,  through  the  gates  into  the  city, 
that  at  last  peace,  the  "peace  of  God,"  came  into  my 
soul,  anil  I  felt  that  it  was  selfish  to  wish  to  bring 
hack  to  this  sorrowful  earth,  for  mi/  happiness,  one 
who  had  made  such  n  blissful  exchange.  But  this 
frame  of  mind  did  not  last,  and  many  were  the  sub- 
sequent conflicts  to  attain  and  keep  this  spirit. 

The  remains  were  carefully  prepared  by  the  loving 
hands  of  the  staff-officers,  the  body  being  embalmed 
and  clothed  in  an  ordinary  dress,  and  then  wrapped 
in  a  dark-blue  mihtary  overcoat.  His  Confederate 
uniform  had  been  cut  almost  to  jiieces  by  his  attend- 
ants, in  their  endeavor  to  reach  and  bind  up  liis  wounds, 
on  the  night  of  his  fall.  Late  in  the  evening  I  went 
into  Mr.  Chandler's  parlor  to  see  all  that  was  left  of 
the  one  who  had  beeu  to  me  the  truest,  tenderest,  and 
dearest  of  all  the  relations  of  earth — the  husband  of 
whom  I  had  been  so  proud,  and  for  whom  I  thought 
no  honors  or  distinctions  too  great ;  but  above  all  this 
I  prizetl  and  revered  his  exalted  Christian  character, 
and  knew  that  God  had  now  given  him  "a  ci-own  of 
righteousness.*' 

Yet  how  unsi>eakable  and  incalculable  was  his  loss 
to  me  and  that  fatherless  baby !  Dead !  in  the  merid- 
ian of  his  grand  life,  liefore  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  forty  years !    But  "  a/ive  in  Christ,'*  for  evermore ! 

Alt  traces  of  suffering  had  disappeared  from  the 
noble  face,  and,  although  somewhat  emaciated,  the 
expression  was  serene  and  elevated,  and  he  looked  far 
more  natural  than  I  had  d.ared  to  hope. 

That  night,  after  a  few  hours'  sleep  from  sheer  ex- 
haustion, I  awoke,  when  all  in  luy  chamber  was  per- 
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feet  stillness,  and  the  full  moon  poured  a  flood  of  light 
through  the  windows,  glorious  enough  to  lift  my  soul 
heavenwanls ;  but  oh !  the  figony  and  anguisli  of  those 
silent  midnight  hours,  when  the  terrible  i-eality  of  my 
loss  and  the  tlesolation  of  widowhood  forced  itself 
upon  nie,  and  took  possession  of  my  whole  being ! 
My  unconscious  little  one  lay  sweetly  sleeping  by  my 
side,  and  my  kimi  friend,  Mrs.  iloge,  was  near ;  bnt  I 
strove  not  to  awaken  them,  and  all  alone  I  stemmed 
the  torrent  of  grief  which  seemed  insupportable,  until 
prayer  to  Ilira,  who  alone  can  comfort,  again  brought 
peace  and  quietness  to  my  heart. 

The  next  morning  I  went  once  more  to  see  the  re- 
mains, which  were  now  in  the  casket,  and  were  cov- 
'  ered  with  spring  flowers.  His  dear  face  was  wreathed 
with  the  lovely  lily  of  the  valley — the  emblem  of  Aw- 
mility — his  own  predominating  gnice,  and  it  seemed  to 
me  no  flowei-s  could  have  been  so  a]t]»ropriate  for  him. 
Since  then,  I  never  see  a  lily  of  the  valley  without  its 
recalling  the  tenderest  an<l  most  saci-ed  associations. 

On   Monday   morning  began   the   sad  journey  to 
Richmond.    A  si)ecial  car  had  been  set  apart  for  us,  in 
which  were  Mr,  Lacy  and  the  staff-oflicers,  while  Mrs. 
Hoge  and  Mrs.  Chandler  were  ray  atteuttants,  and 
proved  themselves  the  kindest  of  friends  and  comfort- 
ers.    Upon  reaching  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  the  train 
stopped,  and  wo  were  met  by  !Mi-s.  Governor  Letcher 
'   and  other  Wlies,  with  several  carriages,  and  driven 
1  through  the  most  retiretl  streets  to  the  governor's 
'  mansion.     Kind  friends  had  also  in  readiness  for  me 
a  mourning  outfit.     These  were  indeed  most  tbought- 
I  fol  considerations  on  their  part,  and  could  not  have 
been  more  gratefully  appreciated. 
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The  funeral  cortege  then  proceeded  on  its  way  into 
the  city,  and  was  followed  for  two  miles  by  throngs 
of  people. 

"  Business  had  been  suspended,  and  the  Avhole  city 
came  forth  to  meet  the  dead  cliieftain.  Amidst  a  sol- 
emn silence,  only  broken  by  the  boom  of  the  minute^ 
guns  and  the  wails  of  a  military  dirge,  the  coffin  was 
bonie  into  the  governor's  gates,  and  hidden  for  a  time 
from  the  eyes  of  the  multitude,  that  were  wet  with 
tears." 

The  casket,  enveloped  in  the  Confederate  flag,  and 
laden  with  spring  flowera,  Avas  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  reception-room  in  the  Executive  Mansion.  It  was 
here  that  I  looked  upon  the  face  of  my  husband  for 
the  last  time.  Xo  change  had  taken  place,  but,  the 
coltin  having  been  sealed,  the  beloved  face  could  only 
Ik*  soon  through  the  glass  plate,  which  was  disappoint- 
ing and  unsatisfactory.  In  honor  of  the  dead,  the 
next  day  a  givat  civic  and  military  procession  took 
place.  The  body  was  carried  through  the  main  sti'eets 
of  the  city,  the  )>all-l)earoi*s  being  six  major  and  brig- 
adier gtMu^rals,  dressed  in  full  uniform.  The  hearse, 
draiuMl  in  mourninur,  and  drawn  hv  four  white  horses, 
was  ft>llt»\vod  hv  his  hoi-so,  led  bv  a  crrtH)m ;  next  bv 
his  stalV-i>tlicois  :  reirinients  of  infantrv  and  artillerv: 
thiMi  a  vast  arrav  of  othcials  — the  Pivsident,  Cabinet, 
and  all  ilu^  ireneral  ot!icei*s  in  Richmond — after  whom 
canu^  a  niuhiiudi^  of  diirnitarios and  citizens:  and  then 
all  rrtunuMJ  lo  tju^  Capil<»l. 

**  KviM'N  ]n:wo  of  bii>i!io>s  was  closed,  and  everv  ave- 
nuo  iliroTiiTivl  w::  ■:  M»l,>!n!i  a'ul  tearful  sj^ectators,  while 
a  Mlrnrt'  in.«iv  ;:v.;»!\>s:\\^  liian  that  of  the  Siiblvuh 
brovHiisl   ovor   ;:.o  \\1a«;o    ir^wr..      When   the   hearse 
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reached  the  steps  of  tlie  (]'a|>itol,  the  pall-bearers, 
Leaiietl  by  (reneral  Longstreet,  tbe  great  eoraratle  of 
the  departed,  l)ore  tlie  corjtse  into  the  lower  house  of 
the  Congress,  where  it  was  placed  on  a  kind  of  altar, 
drajied  with  snowy  white,  before  the  speaker's  chair. 
The  coffin  was  still  enfolded  with  the  white,  blue,  and 
red  of  the  Confetlerate  flag. 

"  The  Congress  of  tlie  Confederate  States  had  a  short 
time  before  adoptetl  a  design  for  their  Hag,  and  a  large 
and  elegant  model  bad  just  been  completed,  the  first 
ever  made,  which  was  intended  to  lie  unfurled  from 
tile  roof  of  the  Capitol.  This  flag  the  President  had 
;,  as  the  gift  of  the  country,  to  be  the  winding- 
sheet  of  General  Jackson." 

During  the  remainder  of  the  day  the  body  lay  in 
state,  and  was  visited  by  fully  twenty  thousand  per- 
sons— the  women  bringing  flowei-s,  until  not  only  the 
bier  was  covered,  but  the  table  on  which  it  rested  over- 
flowed with  piles  of  these  numerous  tributes  of  affec- 
tion. 

At  the  hour  appointed  for  closing  the  doors  the 
multitude  was  still  streaming  in,  and  an  old  wounded 
soldier  was  seen  pressing  forward  to  liike  his  last  look 
ftt  the  face  of  his  loved  commander.  lie  was  told  that 
lie  was  too  late — the  casket  was  then  being  closed  for 
the  last  time,  and  the  order  had  been  given  to  clear 
the  hall.  He  still  endeavored  to  advance,  when  one 
of  the  marshals  threatened  to  arrest  him  if  be  did  not 
obey  orders.  The  old  soldier  hereupon  lifted  up  the 
etump  of  his  mutilated  arm.  and  with  teal's  streaming 
from  his  eyes,  exclaimed:  ''By  this  arm  which  I  lost 
for  my  country.  I  demand  the  privilege  of  seeing 
iny  general  once  more."    The  kind  heart  of  Goremop 
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[.^etcher  was  so  toacbed  by  this  appeal  that  at  his 
intercession  the  old  soldiers  petition  was  granted. 

The  tears  which  were  dropped  over  his  bier  by  strong 
men  and  gentle  women  were  the  most  tme  and  hon- 
orable tributes  that  could  be  paid  hinu  and  even  little 
children  were  held  up  by  their  parents  that  they  might 
reverently  l>ehold  his  face  and  stamp  his  name  opon 
their  memories. 

While  all  these  public  demonstrations  were  taking 
place  in  the  Capitol,  how  different  was  the  scene  in 
my  darkened  chamber,  near  by  I  A  few  loving  friends 
came  to  mingle  their  tears  Avith  mine,  among  whom 
was  my  motherly  friend,  Mrs.  William  X.  Page,  and 
my  eldest  brother,  Major  W.  W.  Morrison,  arrived 
that  day  from  North  Carolina.  Both  of  these  dear 
ones  accomi)unied  mo  on  the  remainder  of  the  sad  pil- 
grimagij  to  Ix*xington.  I  also  received  a  precious  visit 
from  tluj  Jtev.  JJr.  T.  V.  Moore,  whom  I  had  never 
met  befonj,  but  his  winning  gentleness  of  face,  his 
sehjctions  of  tlic  most  comforting  passages  of  Script- 
ure—  such  as  the  14th  cliiipter  of  John,  beginning, 
*'  Lot  not  your  heart  l)e  troubled ;  ye  believe  in  God, 
belitive  also  in  me" — and  his  fervent,  touching  prayer 
could  not  hav(^  been  more  grateful  and  soothing — 
])roving  l)ahii,  indeed,  to  my  wounded,  crushed  heart. 
1  n(»ver  saw  him  again,  but  he,  too,  has  long  since 
joined  that  ''army  of  the  living  God," 

"  Part  of  whose  host  htivc  crossed  the  flood, 
And  ])Jirt  arc  crossing  now." 

Little  flulia  was  an  object  of  great  interest  to  her 
father's  fri(»nds  and  admirers,  and  so  numerous  were 
tlio  re(iuests  to  see  her  tluit  Hetty,  finding  the  child 
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growing  worried  at  so  much  notice  and  handling, 
sought  a  refuge  beyond  the  reach  of  the  crowd.  She 
ensconced  herself,  with  her  little  charge,  close  to  the 
wall  of  the  house,  underneath  iny  window  in  the  hack 
yard,  and  there  I  heard  her  crooning,  and  bewailing 
that  '■  people  would  give  her  baby  no  rest." 

On  "Wednesday  morning  we  again  set  out  on  our 
proti-acted  funeral  journey,  going  by  the  way  of 
Gordonsville  to  Lynchburg,  and  all  along  the  route, 
at  every  station  at  which  a  stop  was  made,  wei-e  as- 
sembled crowds  of  people,  and  many  were  the  floral 
offerings  handed  in  for  the  bier.  His  child  was  often 
called  for,  and,  on  several  occasions,  was  handed  in 
and  out  of  the  car  windows  to  be  kissed. 

No  stop  was  made  at  Lynchburg,  but  a  vast  throng 
was  there  to  attest  their  interest  and  affection,  and  to 
present  flowers.  Jlere  we  took  the  canal-boat  which 
waa  to  convey  us  to  I^xingtoa,  and  on  Thui'sday  even* 
ing,  with  our  precious  burdeu,  we  reached  the  little 
village  which  had  been  so  dear  to  him,  and  whore  his 
body  was  now  to  repose  until  "  the  last  trump  shall 
sound  "  and  "  this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortal- 
ity." 

At  Lexington  our  pastor,  Dr.  White,  and  our 
friends  and  neighbors  met  us  in  tears  and  sorrow. 
The  remains  were  taken  in  eharge  by  the  corps  of 
cadets  of  the  Virginia  MUitary  Institute,  and  carried 
to  the  lecture -room  where  General  Jackson,  while 
professor,  had  taught  for  ten  years,  and  were  guarded 
during  the  night  by  his  former  pupils. 

On  Friday,  May  15th,  the  body  was  again  escorted 
by  the  officers  and  cadets  of  the  Institute,  together 
with  the  citizens,  to   the   Presbyterian   Church,  in 
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;jf,')  ♦/.^■.  iT'/'/l  f/'-'/f/'r  of  I>::':  '.j*  :.  t"  rr.-r.  in  tiiU  h«_«ur 
of  *Ui'\f**,^  ix\\\\<X:*fU  ;;::'!  :rr>:r  •:::.-'.:.  W:.->i:  the 
ti//i'r  r;jf/i<:  for  j/i y  -.;j'1  'J<:|;;jrt'i!>:  rror.-i  r:*y  ...!:c>r  Lappy, 
UMirvit-A  liOffi'-,  t.li';  fjO'ii*:  Y'*t\}\*r  of  Virginia  extended 
to  uif.  *\*'ty  k'iti*\ii<"-.  I  \'iv>  itVf»\'A»^\  with  two 
(••'.r*,i]  i  to  '-onv^'V  in<'  lo  inv  father's  home  in  Xorlh 
(  ;irolu.;i  ;  on*;  of  ^i<-rj^ral  Jaoks^>n's  staff  l)eing  de- 
titi\fi\  f;v  lh«:  rriilitarv  antJiorities  to  attend  me:  and 
\\i*:  N'irLMnia  Militarv  Irir^titutf*.  wishinir  to  do  honor 
to  th<r  naiiu*  of  it «;  hitf;  prof^'ssor,  also  sent  one  of  his 
r»»JI«:;j;.Mic.s  Upon  th«:  saiiHi  mission.     I  mention  these 
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lets  si!n|)ly  in  token  of  gi-atitude,  and  realizing  that 
bese  and  all  the  tributes  paiil  to  niy  hero-hiiBbaiid 
re  but  evitlences  of  the  love  anil  veneration  in  which 
is  name  and  memory  are  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of 
lis  countrymen,  and  of  the  good  and  noble  of  all 
.nds. 
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